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It is all about migration
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It is all about migration!



Why migration?
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Most important issues facing the United States and EU: Immigration
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Why migration?
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… the economy in general
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Most important issues facing the United States and EU:

… unemployment/jobs



WHY ARE THERE SO MANY MIGRANTS?



Trillion dollar gain:
Wage increase upon immigration to the United States

0% 500% 1000% 1500%

Nigeria

Haiti

Egypt

Vietnam

Ghana

India

Pakistan

Indonesia

Bangladesh

Uganda

Ethiopia

Philippines

Peru

Brazil

Colombia

South Africa

Thailand

Turkey

Mexico

Argentina

Dominican Rep



Demography is Destiny 
Global Labor Force is shifting towards Low-Income Countries
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ARE THERE REALLY THAT MANY 
MIGRANTS?



Global Migrant Stocks since 1960… 
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Global migrant stocks have not changed much since 1960 as share of 
world population 
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Globalization over time – different metrics since 1960

c

0

100

200

300

400

500

600

700

800

900

1000

1100

1200

1300

1400

1500

1600

1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010

International Migrant Stock

Foreign Direct Investment, 5-year MA (2010 USD)

Air Passengers

World Trade (2010 USD)



WHAT IS DIFFERENT ABOUT 
MIGRATION?



Immigrant-to-population ratio in 2015
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Top 300 (out of 40,000+ possible) corridors
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Cumulative distribution of migration across corridors
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account for 75% of world migration



Most migrants travel to neighboring countries.
Only the high-skilled travel farther
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Cumulative distribution of migrants by distance
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High-Skilled immigration is more concentrated than 
low-skilled immigration or emigration
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Concentration does not end at the border
Migrants in Germany



Concentration does not end at the border
High skilled migrants in the United States



Concentration does not end at the border
Syrian Refugees in Turkey



IMPLICATIONS of 

CONCENTRATION
&

SPEED



Immigration has a positive impact on overall wages but lowers 
the wages of those with similar skills

The impact of immigration along the wage distribution



Natives who are close substitutes to migrants feel the largest impact

Turkish Employment Rate 2005-2014



Balkan Wars and Refugee Outcomes in Europe

Austria



Balkan Wars and Refugee Outcomes in Europe

Austria



Overall wage effects are positive, but small across most OECD countries
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WHAT MATTERS ARE THE LONG-TERM IMPACTS

EDUCATION 
INTEGRATION

GENDER



ISSUE #1: EDUCATION
Migrants are more educated than the native-born in both destination …



ISSUE #2: INTEGRATION 
Economic Integration determines the overall gains 

Immigrant wage gaps since arrival by cohort



Undocumented migrants hit a ceiling in terms of wages

Age-earnings profiles of immigrants and natives by legal status



ISSUE #3 GENDER

Women Icons Award Ceremony 
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CONCLUSION
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