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  TOR No: 2018-127 

Title:   Environmental Specialist  

Grade: GF 

Division/VPU: GEF Programs, Global Environment Facility (GEFPU/GEFVP) 

Duty Location: Washington, DC 

Appointment Type 
and Duration: 

Two-year Term Appointment 

   
BACKGROUND 

The Global Environment Facility (GEF) is a multilateral financial mechanism created in 1991 to provide 
grant and concessional funds to recipient countries for projects and programs that address biodiversity 
loss, climate change mitigation and adaptation, degradation of international waters, land and forests, 
ozone depletion, elimination or reduction of persistent organic pollutants and mercury, all within the 
framework of sustainable development. Resources for the GEF Trust Fund, which finances GEF’s programs 
and projects are mobilized every four years. Resources for climate change adaptation are mobilized 
through the Special Climate Change Fund (SCCF) and Least Developed Countries Fund (LDCF).  

The GEF unites 183 countries in partnership with international institutions, civil society (CSOs), and private 
sector to address global environmental issues while supporting national sustainable development 
initiatives. An independently operating financial organization, GEF is the designated financial mechanism 
for key international Conventions, including: Convention on Biological Diversity, Stockholm Convention 
on Persistent Organic Pollutants, UN Convention to Combat Desertification, UN Framework Convention 
on Climate Change (UNFCCC), and Minamata Convention on Mercury.  

Since 1991, the GEF has achieved a strong track record with developing countries, providing $14.5 billion 
in grants for over 3,600 projects in over 165 countries. Pledges for GEF activities in the sixth replenishment 
period of July 2014 to June 2018, called GEF-6, is approximately $4.3 billion. Through the LDCF/SCCF, the 
GEF has financed over 300 climate adaptation projects worth $1.3 billion. The programming directions 
strategies for the seventh replenishment period (July 2018 to June 2022) are currently under 
development. 

The GEF Secretariat, construed for administrative purposes as a VPU within the World Bank, is seeking a 
mid-career Environmental Specialist for the GEF Programs Unit to undertake a series of program 
management, analytical and policy tasks. 

The incumbent will be supervised by the Director of Programs. On matters related to the LDCF and the 
SCCF, the incumbent will report to the Lead Environmental Specialist. 
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DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES  

The GEF Secretariat is seeking an Environmental Specialist with expertise in global environmental 
management, particularly in climate change adaptation and management of chemicals and waste, as well 
as relevant cross-cutting themes. Specific duties are to: 
 

• Conduct climate adaptation and chemicals portfolio monitoring by analyzing data on project 
portfolio depth, breadth and effectiveness, and by keeping abreast of pending project 
development, performance and resource allocations.  

• Conduct review and provide feedback on climate change and chemicals projects submitted by 
countries, in consultation with relevant Focal Area Coordinators, according to GEF project review 
criteria and GEF-7 programming directions.  

• Contribute to innovative programming, by providing guidance on proposal development, and 
through oversight on portfolio performance and goal achievement.  

• Take part in GEF’s strategic engagements with the UNFCCC, Stockholm Convention, and 
Minamata Convention on Mercury, in particular, by analyzing on how the GEF is responding to 
guidance received from the relevant Conferences of the Parties (COPs), identifying opportunities 
to promote synergy across the conventions. 

• Participate in the drafting of guidance and policies for GEF programs related to climate change 
adaptation and chemicals portfolio, and on cross-cutting themes such as climate smart 
agriculture, energy-water-food nexus, and other integrated themes. 

• Prepare relevant decision and information documents for the LDCF/SCCF Council as well as the 
GEF Council, and provide technical contributions. 

• Communicate with the GEF Agencies and Convention Secretariats, and maintain productive 
dialogue and positive relationships. Represent the GEF at select international fora. Contribute to 
GEF Secretariat's program of knowledge management. 

• Undertake other duties as required. 
 
Note: 

The selected candidate will not be assigned to programs involving his/her own government such as donor 

coordination and trust fund management.  

 
SELECTION CRITERIA  

• At least a Master’s degree in environmental sciences or engineering, or other technical disciplines 
in the field of natural resources and/or chemical management. 

• 5 years of experience in climate change and chemicals issues, and/or relevant sectors at the 
national and international levels. Experiences in facilitating integration across disciplines a plus. 
Understanding of the key topics of GEF relevance in the Conventions. 

• Experience with developing countries and a range of stakeholders an advantage. 

• Strong organizational, research, and oral presentation skills. 

• Proven ability to work in a team and intercultural environment, with minimal supervision. 

• Excellent quantitative analytical skills, with spreadsheets, databases, word processing, and web-
based computerized analytical skills required.  

• Excellent oral and written communication skills in English. Knowledge of French, Spanish, and/or 
other United Nations official languages would also be an advantage. 

• Proven ability to function as a team player, to work across institutional boundaries, and to 
collaborate with other entities. Hands-on and action-oriented approach. 

• Enthusiasm for, and commitment to, sustainable development work. 


