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2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development

The 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), with their 169 targets, form the core 

of the 2030 Agenda. 

They balance the economic, social and ecological dimensions of sustainable 

development, and place the fight against poverty and sustainable development on 

the same agenda for the first time.



SDGs reinforce health as a political

priority and set an ambitious agenda

• The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development 

has reinforced global health as a political priority. 

• Healthy populations are critical to sustainable 

development. 

• Health is also an outcome and indicator of 

progress that reflects the success of many goals 

and the 2030 Agenda as a whole.



• The Goal addresses all major health priorities, including sexual, 

reproductive, maternal, newborn, child and adolescent health, 

communicable, non-communicable and environmentally driven 

diseases, universal health coverage and access to safe, 

effective, quality and affordable medicines and vaccines. 

• It also calls for more research and development, increased and 

diversified health financing, enhanced health workforce and 

strengthened capacity of all countries in health risk reduction 

and management. Universal health coverage (UHC) acts as key 

driver for achieving all targets.

SDG 3 

“Ensure health and wellbeing for all, at every 

stage of life”



• Since the year 2000, the world has made great 

progress against several of the leading causes of 

death and disease. 

• Life expectancy has increased dramatically and  

infant and maternal mortality have declined. 

• However, progress has been uneven, both 

between and within countries. There remains a 31-

year discrepancy between the countries with the 

shortest and longest life expectancies. 

Rationale of SDG 3 

“Ensure health and wellbeing for all, at 

every stage of life”



Life expectancy at birth (2017)
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• Ensuring healthy lives for all requires a strong commitment, but 

the benefits outweigh the cost. 

• Healthy people are the foundation for healthy economies. 

• For example, an expense of $1 billion for expanding 

immunization coverage against influenza, pneumonia and other 

preventable diseases, would allow to save 1 million children’s 

lives each year. 

• The cost of inaction is greater. Millions of children will continue to 

die from preventable diseases, women will die in pregnancy and 

childbirth, and health care costs will continue to plunge millions 

of people into poverty. 

• Noncommunicable diseases alone will cost low- and middle-

income countries more than $7 trillion in the next 15 years

How much will it cost to achieve these 

targets? 
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• Quality and timely data are vital for enabling 

governments, international organisations, civil society, 

private sector and the general public to make 

informed decisions and to ensure the accountability 

of representative bodies. 

• Effective planning, follow-up and review of the 

implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development requires the collection, processing, 

analysis and dissemination of an unprecedented 

amount of data and statistics at local, national, 

regional and global levels and by multiple 

stakeholders. 

importance of data



• The 2030 Agenda explicitly calls for enhancing 

capacity building to support national plans to 

implement the sustainable development goals.

• National statistical systems (NSS) face the urgent 

need to adapt and develop in order to meet the 

widening, increasing and evolving needs of data 

users, including for the full implementation of the 

2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. 

Importance of data



• There is a wide range of statistical capacity among 

countries, with individual countries setting their own 

national priorities. 

• Some countries are facing steeper challenges than 

others. 

• Capacity building is important for all countries, even 

more so for developing countries, particularly African 

countries, least developed countries, landlocked 

developing countries, small island developing States 

and middle-income countries and other countries in 

vulnerable situations. 

Approaches to track goal 

progression: challenges 



• In a view to address challenge to many national and 

international statistical systems, the first United Nations 

Data Forum was held in Cape Town, South Africa in 

January 2017. 

• The aim was to put in place a global action plan for 

sustainable development and it outlined several 

objectives that were developed together with the 

private sector, academia and civil society. 

Approaches to track goal 

progression 



The main strategic objectives of the Cape Town Global 

Action Plan are:

• Coordination and strategic leadership on data for sustainable 

development

• Innovation and modernization of national statistical systems

• Strengthening of basic statistical activities and programmes

• Data dissemination and use

• Multi-stakeholder partnerships

• Resource mobilization and coordination

It was adopted by the UN Statistical Commission and 

progress from countries is being monitored at regular 

intervals.

Approaches to track goal 

progression 



The Cape Town Global Action Plan (2017)
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• The World Bank has taken an active role in 

monitoring and data visualisation for the SDGs. 

• It launched its 2017 Atlas of Sustainable 

Development Goals. 

• The atlas includes 150 maps and data visualisations

showing trends and country-level comparisons on 

the progress being made towards the 17 SDGs.

Approaches to track goal progression: 

World Bank 



World Bank: 2017Atlas of Sustainable 

Development Goals
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World Bank: 2017Atlas of Sustainable 

Development Goals



World Bank: 2017Atlas of Sustainable Development 

Goals



• The complexities of measuring the success of the SDGs 
has also prompted many researchers beyond the UN and 
its affiliated global organisations to develop tools to help. 

• One such group are researchers at the Institute for Health 
Metrics and Evaluation (IHME), a global health research 
centre housed at the University of Washington in Seattle, 
US. 

• Here a unique tool has been developed through global 
research collaboration. Users can employ it to measure 
advancements from 1990–2017, made by 188 countries 
towards 33 health-related targets for SDG3. The IHME also 
developed the related Global Burden of Disease 
research tool used for the Millennium Goals,

Approaches to track goal progression: IHME 



IHME 

Measuring progress 

from 1990 to 2017 and 

projecting attainment 

to 2030 of the health-

related Sustainable 

Development Goals 

for 195 countries and 

territories: a systematic 

analysis for the Global 

Burden of Disease 

Study 2017

The Lancet. Vol 392

November 10, 2018



IHME

(cont.) 



Monitoring SDGs targets
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IHME (cont.) 



• For some targets, where significant progress has been 
achieved, gains must be protected and accelerated to 
go the “last mile”. 

• In other areas, the pace of progress is not sufficient. 

• In a third set of targets, little or no progress has been 
made—only with real innovation, new approaches and 
new sources of leadership will we be able to achieve those 
targets by 2030.

State of SDG3: United nations snapshot

Progress will need to be accelerated—in some cases, quite 

significantly—to reach the health-related targets of the SDGs by 

2030.



• In its “Global Action Plan for healthy lives and well-

being for all” (2018) the World Health Organization 

presents projections of current pace of global 

progress towards 2030.

• The reference scenario is not what will happen but 

simply what is most likely to happen if trends in 

past drivers of change continue and the 

relationships between these drivers and the SDG 

indicators remain the same in the next 12 years as 

in the past quarter century.

SDG 3: are we on track?





Target 3.1: reduce maternal mortality





Target 3.2: end all preventable deaths under 5 

years of age



Target 3.3: fight communicable diseases

By the end of 2017, 21.7 million people living 

with HIV were receiving antiretroviral 

therapy, an immense increase from just 800 

000 in 2003.

Yet more than 15 million people are still 

waiting for treatment.

Annual TB deaths have fallen 

substantially since 2000, from 2.3 to

1.6 million. 

But there are still 10 million new TB 

cases each year, and despite the 

availability of effective curative 

treatments, TB is the leading killer from 

a single infectious agent worldwide.





Target 3.3: fight communicable 

diseases (cont.)

After unprecedented global gains in

malaria control, progress has stalled

owing to a range of challenges,

including a lack of sustainable and

predictable funding. 

An estimated 216 million cases of malaria 

occurred in 2016, six million more cases 

than in 2013.





• While the risk of dying prematurely from 

cardiovascular disease, chronic respiratory disease, 

diabetes or cancer has decreased since 2000, an 

estimated 13 million people under the age of 70 still 

died from these diseases in 2016. 

Some 71% of all deaths in 2016 were attributable to 

NCDs.

• Nearly 800 000 deaths by suicide occurred in 2016. 

Men are 75% more likely than women to die from 

suicide, which is also the second leading cause of 

death among young adults after road traffic injuries.

Target 3.4: reduce mortality from 

NCDs and promote mental health



Mortality from NCDs (2017)



Target 3.7: universal access to sexual 

and reproductive care, family 

planning and education  



Target 3.8: achieve universal health 

coverage

• At least 400 million people have no access to basic health services, and 40% of 

the world’s people lack social protection.

• More than 1.6 billion people or 22% of the global population currently live in 

fragile settings where protracted crises, combined with weak national capacity 

to deliver basic health services, present a significant challenge to global health.
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Target 3.8: achieve universal health coverage









Out of pocket health expenditure



Interlinks between SDG3 and the other SDGs



SDG 3 (health) and SDG 1 (poverty)



Goal 3 targets directly interlink to targets in other goals. 

Among these:

• 2.2 (end all forms of malnutrition) 

• 4.1 (free, equitable and good-quality secondary 

education), 4.2 (good-quality early childhood 

development), 4.7 (knowledge and skills for sustainable 

development), 

• 5.2 (eliminate all forms of violence against women and girls 

in the public and private spheres), 5.3 (eliminate all harmful 

practices, including female genital mutilation), 5.6 (universal 

access to sexual and reproductive health and reproductive 

rights)

Interlinks between SDG3 andother SDGs
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• 6.1 (access to drinking water), 

• 6.2 (access to sanitation), 

• 7.1 (access to modern energy services), 

• 9.5 (enhance scientific research /increase number of R&D 

workers), 

• 11.6 (air quality and municipal waste), 

• 13.1 (resilience to natural disasters), 

• 16.1 (reduce violence and related death rates).

Interlinks between SDG3 and the other SDGs (cont.)



Interlink between SDG3 and SDG6



Interlink between SDG3 and SDG11



Progress in health outcomes will only be achieved with 

progress in other related sectors

• fiscal policy (e.g. taxing schemes to discourage unhealthy 

behaviors), 

• nutrition, 

• water and sanitation, 

• air quality, 

• road safety, 

• education, 

• gender equality and empowerment of women and girls,

• migration, 

• peace and security.

Interlinks between SDG3 and the other SDGs (cont.)



• Health employment plays a critical role in eradicating poverty 

(SDG 1), achieving better health equity (SDG3) and promoting 

decent work and economic growth (SDG 8). 

• The Global Strategy on Human Resources for Health and the 

High-Level Commission on Health Employment and Economic 

Growth established by the UN Secretary General in 2016 

recognizes that:

health workers are the backbone of Universal Health Coverage 

(UHC), strong and resilient health systems and a significant driver 

to the realization of all the health targets throughout the 2030 

agenda. 

Interlinks between SDG3 and the other SDGs (cont.)



Macroeconomics of health







The Challenge of Financing

Universal Health Coverage: 

competing with emerging priorities

financial crisis, 

conflict situations, 

migration, security, 

natural and human-made disasters



Health is a fundamental human right, 

but also an important «engine» for development







 The intangible collective resources possessed by individuals

and groups within a given population. These resources include 

all the knowledge, talents, skills, abilities, experience, 

intelligence, training, judgment, and wisdom possessed

individually and collectively, the cumulative total of which

represents a form of wealth available to nations and 

organizations to accomplish their goals.

Human Capital

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/collective
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/cumulative


THE VALUE OF HUMAN CAPITAL
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