
  

 

M Niaz Asadullah  
PROFESSOR OF ECONOMICS, UNIVERSITY OF MALAYA  
 
M Niaz Asadullah is Professor at the Faculty of Economics and 
Administration, University of Malaya.  Other current 
affiliations include: Visiting Fellow at the Global Development 
Institute, Manchester University, and Research Fellow at IZA 
Institute of Labor Economics. Niaz is a development 
economist with research interests in education, labor and 
gender economics. Prior to moving to Kuala Lumpur, he was 
an Assistant Professor of Economics at Reading University, UK. 
He received his DPhil in Economics from the University of 
Oxford.   
 

 

    

Sina T.Ates   
SENIOR ECONOMIST, INTERNATIONAL FINANCE DIVISION OF 
THE FEDERAL RESERVE BOARD   
 
Sina T. Ates is a senior economist at the International Finance 
Division of the Federal Reserve Board.  He is a 
macroeconomist, broadly focuses on economic growth, firm 
dynamics, entrepreneurship, and finance of innovation.  Some 
of his current papers study on permanent productivity costs of 
financial crises, optimal trade and innovation policies, and 
causes of declining business dynamism in the United States.  
He received a Ph.D. in economics at the University of 
Pennsylvania in 2015 and earned BA degree in economics at 
Bogazici University, Turkey, in 2009. 
 

 

 

Shanta Devarajan 
SENIOR DIRECTOR, DEVELOPMENT ECONOMICS, WORLD 
BANK 
 
Shanta Devarajan is the Senior Director for Development 
Economics (DEC) at the World Bank. Previously, he was the 
Chief Economist of the World Bank’s Middle East and North 
Africa Region. Since joining the World Bank in 1991, he has 
been a Principal Economist and Research Manager for Public 
Economics in the Development Research Group, and the Chief 
Economist of the Human Development Network, the South 
Asia Region and Africa Region. He was a director of the World 
Development Report 2004, Making Services Work for Poor 
People. Before 1991, he was on the faculty of Harvard 
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University’s John F. Kennedy School of Government. A 
member of the Overseas Development Institute’s Board of 
Trustees, and the author or co-author of more than 100 
publications, Mr. Devarajan’s research covers public 
economics, trade policy, natural resources and the 
environment, and general equilibrium modeling of developing 
countries. Born in Sri Lanka, Mr. Devarajan received his B.A. in 
mathematics from Princeton University and his Ph.D. in 
economics from the University of California, Berkeley. 
 

 

 

William Easterly 
PROFESSOR OF ECONOMICS, NEW YORK UNIVERSITY 
 
William Easterly is Professor of Economics at New York 
University and Co-director of the NYU Development Research 
Institute. His books are The Tyranny of Experts: Economists, 
Dictators, and the Forgotten Rights of the Poor (March 
2014), The White Man’s Burden: Why the West’s Efforts to Aid 
the Rest Have Done So Much Ill and So Little Good (2006), 
and The Elusive Quest for Growth: Economists’ Adventures and 
Misadventures in the Tropics (2001). He has authored 70 
academic articles, and has written for the New York 
Times, Wall Street Journal, and Financial Times. He has served 
as Co-Editor of the Journal of Development Economics and is a 
Research Associate of NBER. Foreign Policy Magazine named 
him among the Top 100 Global Public Intellectuals in 2008 and 
2009, and Thomson Reuters listed him as one of the Highly 
Cited Researchers of 2014. 

 
 

 
 

Shahridan Faiez 
CHAIRMAN, DIGITAL ECONOMY COMMITTEE, NATIONAL 
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY OF MALAYSIA 
(NCCIM)  
 

Dr Shahridan Faiez is interested in the intersection of finance 
and sustainable development and provides policy advice to 
governments and the private sector. A former World Bank 
official, he currently structures investments in the fintech, 
sustainable food, and smart cities sectors. Dr Faiez is the 
chairman for the digital economy committee for both the 
National Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Malaysia 
(NCCIM) and the Malay Chamber of Commerce Malaysia 
(DPMM). He is an investor in the fintech and e-commerce 
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sectors in Malaysia and Indonesia and promotes the digital 
economy through his speaking engagements and writing. Dr 
Faiez has a PhD from the University of Cambridge.     
  

 
 
 
 

Davide Furceri 
SENIOR ECONOMIST, RESEARCH DEPARTMENT, 
INTERNATIONAL MONETARY FUND (IMF)  

 
Davide Furceri is a senior economist at the IMF Research 
Department. He holds a Ph.D. in Economics from the 
University of Illinois. Prior to joining the Fund, he was an 
economist at the Fiscal Policy Division of the European Central 
Bank, and at the Macroeconomic Analysis Division of the OECD 
Economics Department. He has published extensively in 
leading academic and policy-oriented journals on a wide range 
of topics in the area of macroeconomics, public finance, 
international macroeconomics and structural reforms. 
 

 

 

Britta Glennon 
PHD CANDIDATE, CARNEGIE MELLON UNIVERSITY 
 
Britta Glennon is a PhD Candidate at Carnegie Mellon 
University. Her research is at the intersection of innovation 
and international economics, and broadly focuses on the 
changing structure of the high-skilled activities of 
multinational firms. Her current research examines the impact 
of restrictive high-skilled immigration policies on the 
globalization of high-skilled activity by US multinationals. 
Britta Glennon earned her B.A. in Economics and East Asian 
Studies (with a focus on Chinese) from Cornell University, her 
M.P.P from the University of Chicago, and will complete her 
PhD this spring.   
 

 Sui-Jade Ho 
ACTING DEPUTY DIRECTOR, MONETARY POLICY 
DEPARTMENT, BANK NEGARA MALAYSIA  

 
Sui-Jade Ho is currently an Acting Deputy Director at the 
Monetary Policy Department, Bank Negara Malaysia.  Her 
responsibilities include overseeing the work of the Price 
Surveillance and Research section in the department and 
providing economic analysis to support monetary policy 
deliberations of the Monetary Policy Committee. Her research 
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interests lie in the areas of macroeconomics and international 
trade. Her recent works include studies on misallocation and 
the macroeconomy, and the role of global slack in determining 
inflation dynamics. She read Economics as an undergraduate 
at the University of Cambridge, UK and completed her 
graduate studies at Harvard University (MPA-International 
Development) and the University of Michigan - Ann Arbor 
(Ph.D. in Economics). 

 

 

Chin Tong Liew 
DEPUTY MINISTER OF DEFENCE, MALAYSIA 

 
Liew Chin Tong was appointed to Malaysia’s senate and 
government in 2018 as the Deputy Defence Minister. He was a 
Member of Parliament for the Democratic Action Party (DAP) 
from 2008 till 2018 and is now a Member of the DAP Central 
Executive Committee, serving as the National Political 
Education Director.  
Chin Tong graduated with a degree in Political Science and an 
honours degree in Asian Studies from the Australian National 
University, and holds an International Masters in Regional 
Integration from the Asia-Europe Institute, University of 
Malaya. 
He is the Chairman of Research for Social Advancement 
(REFSA) since 2012 and was the Executive Director of Penang 
Institute (previously Socio-Economic and Environmental 
Research Institute, SERI) from 2009-2012. He was also 
formerly a Visiting Research Fellow at the Institute of 
Southeast Asian Studies (ISEAS), Singapore. 
 

 

 

Norman Loayza 
LEAD ECONOMIST, DEVELOPMENT RESEARCH GROUP, WORLD 
BANK 
 
Norman Loayza is a Lead Economist in the Development 
Research Group at the World Bank. He is currently leading the 
Asia hub of the Research Group, based in Malaysia. He was 
director of the World Development Report 2014, Risk and 
Opportunity: Managing Risk for Development. His research 
has dealt with various areas of economic and social 
development, including macroeconomic management, 
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economic growth, microeconomic flexibility, private and 
public saving, financial depth and stability, natural disasters, 
and crime and violence. His advisory experience at the World 
Bank has also ranged across different topics in various regions 
and countries. A few examples include business environment 
and economic performance in Latin America; informal and 
formal labor markets in the Middle East and Northern Africa; 
public infrastructure gaps in Pakistan and Egypt; savings for 
macroeconomic stability and growth in Sri Lanka, Georgia, and 
Egypt; and pro-poor growth in Indonesia and Peru. On external 
service from the World Bank, he was a Senior Economist at the 
Central Bank of Chile (1999-2000), where he advised on 
financial and monetary policy. Norman has edited 10 books 
and published nearly 50 papers in professional journals and 
edited volumes. A Peruvian national, he holds a Ph.D. in 
economics from Harvard University (1994).  
 

 

 

Hamdan Abdul Majeed  
MANAGING DIRECTOR, THINK CITY  
 
Hamdan is Managing Director of Think City, a community-
based urban regeneration organisation wholly-owned by 
Khazanah Nasional Berhad – the investment arm for  
the Malaysian Government. Think City provides urban policy 
ideas working with local governments and civil society to 
deliver urban solutions in Malaysia. Hamdan led the 
organisation from its pilot phase catalysing urban regeneration 
in the George Town UNESCO World Heritage Site. Think City 
has since grown from its early days as a 6-member team based 
out of George Town, Penang (2009) into a 42-strong multi-
disciplinary team with offices in four cities – Butterworth, 
Johor Bahru, Kuala Lumpur and George Town. Under his 
stewardship, Think City was able to translate policy into 
practice, introducing public grants as a tool for urban 
regeneration. This contributed positively to the regeneration 
of George Town through more than 200 projects involving 
conservation, space activation, capacity building and 
publications. George Town continues to be a model of 
development and conservation, identified most recently by 
UNESCO as a regional example of community-led urban 

regeneration. 
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Antoine Mandel 
PROFESSOR OF APPLIED MATHEMATICS, UNIVERSITY PARIS 1 
PANTHÉON-SORBONNE 
 
Antoine Mandel is professor of applied mathematics at 
University Paris 1 Panthéon-Sorbonne and research fellow at 
the Paris School of Economics. He holds a Ph.D. in applied 
mathematics from University Panthéon-Sorbonne and has 
been a post-doctoral fellow at the Potsdam Institute for 
Climate impact research. His works focuses on the 
development of mathematical and computational models of 
socio-economic dynamics in the context of climate change 
using methods from complex systems and mathematical 
economics. He has worked in particular on the assessment of 
green growth prospects in Europe, the evaluation of climate 
risks for the financial system, the diffusion of low-carbon 
technologies or the analysis of carbon markets.  His work has 
been published in journals such as Nature Climate Change, 
Economic Theory, or Mathematics of Operations Research. He 
also has recently an edited a book "Penser le changement 
climatique/Thinking about Climate Change" (in French), which 
provides an interdisciplinary perspective on the social 
challenges posed by climate change. Antoine has participated 
in a number of transdisciplinary research projects in the FP7 
and H2020 programs such as GREEN-WIN, which investigates 
win-win scenario for climate actions, IMPRESSIONS, which 
investigate high-end scenarios or SIMPOL and DOLFINS, which 
investigate the relationships between finance and climate 
change. 
 

 

 

Ha Nguyen 
ECONOMIST, WORLD BANK OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ECONOMIST, 
MIDDLE EAST AND NORTH AFRICA REGION 

 
Ha Nguyen is an Economist in the Office of Chief Economist for 
the Middle East and North Africa Region (MENA) at the World 
Bank. He joined the World Bank in July 2009 as a Young 
Economist after earning a Ph.D. in economics from the 
University of Maryland, College Park. His research interests are 
international finance and economic development. His current 
interest is on the propagation and transmission mechanisms 
of employment losses. 
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Renato Lima de Oliveira  

ASSISTANT PROFESSOR OF MANAGEMENT, ASIA SCHOOL OF 
BUSINESS   
 

Renato Lima de Oliveira is an Assistant Professor of 
Management at the Asia School of Business (ASB), a research 
affiliate of the MIT Industrial Performance Center (IPC) and a 
senior fellow of IDEAS-Malaysia. He does research on the 
political economy of development and state-business 
relations, particularly in the areas of industrial and innovation 
policies, energy politics and government accountability. He 
has also worked as a consultant for energy, environment, and 
politics, including assignments for the Ministry of Energy of 
Mexico and the World Bank. Professor Lima de Oliveira 
received his Ph.D. in Political Science from MIT, a M.A. from 
the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign (UIUC) and B.A. 
from the Federal University of Pernambuco (UFPE, Brazil). 
Among his published works is the paper “Can politicians police 
themselves? Natural experimental evidence from Brazil’s audit 
courts.” (jointly authored with F. Daniel Hidalgo and J. Canello) 
which received the best paper award from the Comparative 
Political Studies journal in 2017. 

 
 

 
 

Kian Ming Ong 
DEPUTY MINISTER OF INTERNATIONAL TRADE AND INDUSTRY 
(MITI), MALAYSIA 
 
Dr. Ong is Deputy Minister of International Trade and Industry 
(MITI) for Malaysia. He is also the Member of Parliament for 
Bangi and Assistant National Director for Political Education 
for the Democratic Action Party (DAP). He holds a PhD in 
Political Science from Duke University, an MPhil in Economics 
from the University of Cambridge and a BSc in Economics from 
the London School of Economics. Prior to his political life, he 
was formerly a lecturer at UCSI University, a researcher at the 
Socio-Economic Development and Research (SEDAR) Institute 
and the Institute of Strategic Analysis and Policy Studies 
(INSAP) and a consultant with the Boston Consulting Group 
(BCG) in the Kuala Lumpur office. He enjoys jogging and 
watching movies in his spare time. 
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Çağlar Özden 
LEAD ECONOMIST, DEVELOPMENT RESEARCH GROUP, WORLD 
BANK 
 

Çağlar Özden is a Lead Economist, Development Research Group. A 
Turkish national and a professional migrant, Caglar received his 
undergraduate degrees in economics and industrial engineering 
from Cornell University and Ph.D. in economics from Stanford 
University. He is a fellow of IZA, CreAM and ERF. His research 
explores the nexus of globalization of product and labor markets, 
government policies and economic development. He has edited 
three books and published numerous papers in leading academic 
journals such as American Economic Review and the Economic 
Journal. His current research projects explore the determinants 
and patterns of global labor mobility, impacts of migrants on the 
destination labor market outcomes, linkages between migration, 
trade, and foreign direct investment flows, medical brain drain and 
linkages between ageing and global economic integration. 

 
 

 

Christopher Parsons 
SENIOR LECTURER, UNIVERSITY OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA 
 
Christopher Parsons is a development economist specializing 
in migration and development. Chris has a PhD in Economics 
from the University of Nottingham during which time he held 
a Royal Economic Society Junior Fellowship. Prior to joining 
UWA, Chris worked as a Research Officer at the International 
Migration Institute at the University of Oxford, where he also 
held a William Golding Fellowship at Brasenose College. Before 
undertaking his PhD, Chris worked as an Economist at HM 
Treasury, as a Research Officer at the Development Research 
Centre on Migration, Globalisation and Poverty at the 
University of Sussex and as an Economic Advisor and ODI 
Fellow in the Ministry of Trade and Industry in Sierra Leone. 
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Firas Raad 
COUNTRY MANAGER FOR MALAYSIA, WOLRD BANK  
 
Firas Raad, a Jordanian National, is the World Bank Country 
Manager in Malaysia. He was formerly the Country Manager 
for Kuwait. Raad joined the World Bank in 2002 as a Senior 
Health Policy Specialist. More recently, he was working in the 
Health, Nutrition and Population (HNP) Global Practice. He has 
extensive health policy experience in various countries in the 
Middle East and North Africa region. Prior to 2009, Raad 
focused on implementing health sector reforms in Lebanon, 
Palestine and Egypt. He also served as the World Bank Human 
Development Coordinator for the Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) countries. Between 1997 and 2000, Raad was the Private 
Secretary for Health Affairs in the Royal Jordanian Court 
providing health sector reform policy advice. 
Between 2009 and 2013, Raad took a leave of absence from 
the World Bank and worked in the Quartet Mission in 
Jerusalem, first as an Advisor and later as Head of the Mission, 
to support Palestinian economic development. 
His primary research interests are in health equity, health 
financing and health systems reform. He is a founding member 
of several regional and international organizations dedicated 
to peace-building, sustainable development and global health. 
He has published several articles on public health and 
development. He has a PhD in International Health Policy and 
Economics from the Harvard School of Public Health, and a 
Master’s degree in International Relations from the Johns 
Hopkins School of Advanced International Studies.  
 

 

 

Vijayendra Rao 
LEAD ECONOMIST, DEVELOPMENT RESEARCH GROUP, WORLD 
BANK 
 
Vijayendra Rao is a Lead Economist in the Development 
Research Group of the World Bank. He integrates his training 
in economics with theories and methods from anthropology, 
sociology and political science to study the social, cultural, and 
political context of extreme poverty in developing countries. 
Dr. Rao has published on a variety of subjects that include 
dowries and domestic violence in India, the economics of 
celebrations, sex work in Calcutta, participatory development, 
village democracy and deliberation, and inter-disciplinary 
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approaches to public policy. He co-edited Culture and Public 
Action, and History, Historians and Development Policy, and 
co-authored the 2006 World Development Report on Equity 
and Development. Most recently, with Ghazala Mansuri, he 
co-authored the World Bank's Policy Research Report 
on Localizing Development: Does Participation Work? Dr. Rao 
obtained a BA (Economics, Statistics, Sociology) from St. 
Xavier's College - Bombay (now Mumbai), a PhD from the 
University of Pennsylvania, was a post-doctoral fellow at the 
Economics Research Center and an Associate of the 
Committee on Southern Asian Studies at the University of 
Chicago, and taught at the University of Michigan and Williams 
College before joining the World Bank's Research Department 
in 1999. He serves on the editorial boards of several journals, 
and is a member of the Successful Societies Program at the 
Canadian Institute for Advanced Research (CIFAR), and 
affiliated with research institutes and NGOs in India, the US, 
and the UK.  
 

 

 

Richard Record 
LEAD ECONOMIST, MACROECONOMICS, TRADE AND 
INVESTMENT GLOBAL PRACTICE, WORLD BANK  
 
Richard Record is the Lead Economist for Malaysia in the 
World Bank Group’s Macroeconomics, Trade and Investment 
Global Practice. Based in Kuala Lumpur, he manages the Bank’s 
engagement on economic policy issues in Malaysia, including 
publication of the flagship Malaysia Economic Monitor and the 
report on Malaysia’s Digital Economy – A New Driver of 
Development. Richard has previously worked across a number 
of countries in the East Asia and Africa regions, managing 
programs on macroeconomics, trade and private sector 
development, including assignments based in Lilongwe, 
Vientiane and Hanoi. He holds bachelors, masters and doctoral 
degrees in economics respectively from the London School of 
Economics, the School of Oriental and African Studies and the 
University of Manchester. 
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William Ridley 
PHD CANDIDATE AND GRADUATE INSTRUCTOR, DEPARTMENT 
OF ECONOMICS, UNIVERSITY OF COLORADO 
 
William Ridley is a researcher in the Department of Economics 
at the University of Colorado. He focuses on current issues in 
international trade, in particular topics in international trade 
and investment policy. His current research focuses on 
investigating the role of Chinese joint venture policy in 
facilitating technology transfer to Chinese firms, estimating 
the effects of intellectual property rights provisions in 
preferential trade agreements on shaping global trade 
patterns, and building models to quantify the impacts of trade 
distortions in global agricultural trade. William holds a BA in 
economics from Western Washington University, an MS in 
applied economics from the University of Idaho, an MA in 
economics from the University of Colorado, and will complete 
his PhD in economics from the University of Colorado in 2019. 
He has also been part of several National Science Foundation-
funded projects with the National Bureau of Economic 
Research.   

 
 

 

Bob Rijkers 
SENIOR ECONOMIST, DEVELOPMENT RESEARCH GROUP, 
WORLD BANK 
 
Bob Rijkers is a senior economist in the Trade and International 
Integration Unit of the Development Research Group. He is 
interested in political economy, trade and labor market issues.  
He holds a BA in Science and Social Sciences from University 
College Utrecht, Utrecht University and an M.Phil. and D.Phil. 
in Economics from the University of Oxford.  

 
 

 

Thomas Sampson 
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR OF ECONOMICS, LONDON SCHOOL OF 
ECONOMICS 
 
Thomas Sampson is an Associate Professor of economics at the 
London School of Economics. His research studies the impact 
of globalization on workers, firms and productivity. Thomas is 
also an academic adviser to the Bank of England and an 
associate at the Centre for Economic Performance where he 
has worked extensively on the economic consequences of 
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Brexit. Prior to joining the London School of Economics, 
Thomas worked as an Overseas Development Institute Fellow 
at the Bank of Papua New Guinea and obtained a PhD in 
economics from Harvard University. 
 

 

 

Sulin Sardoschau  
ECONOMIST, GERMAN CENTER FOR INTEGRATION AND 
MIGRATION RESEARCH  
 
Sulin Sardoschau is an economist and data scientist at the 
German Center for Integration and Migration Research. She 
holds a PhD in Economics focusing on applied econometrics. 
She received her degree in International Economics and  
Middle Eastern Studies (B.Sc.) from the Eberhard Karls 
University Tübingen and continued to study Empirical and 
Theoretical Economics (M.Sc.) at the Paris School of 
Economics. She also received her PhD from PSE, where she did 
research on migration, political economics and development 
economics. In 2015/16 Dr. Sardoschau was a visiting scholar at 
the economics department of Harvard University. As part of 
her PhD, Dr. Sardoschau designed and evaluated refugee 
integration policies for the French Ministry of Interior. 
Moreover, Dr. Sardoschau gained experience in international 
development cooperation during her time at the OECD and the 
European Commission. She is also founder and former 
president of the think tank Argo. 
 

 

 

Achim Daniel Schmillen 
SENIOR ECONOMIST, SOCIAL PROTECTION AND JOBS GLOBAL 
PRACTICE, WORLD BANK  
 
Achim Schmillen is a Senior Economist with the World Bank’s 
Social Protection and Jobs Global Practice with more than ten 
years of experience in the areas of labor markets, labor market 
policies, migration, jobs and social protection. His expertise 
spans high quality analytic work and internationally visible 
research; extensive advisory activities and high-level policy 
dialogue; and hands-on operational field work and technical 
assistance in Bhutan, China, Germany, Malaysia, Mongolia, the 
United States and other countries. Achim joined the World 
Bank in 2013 through the Young Professionals Program and 
initially worked in the South Asia Human Development Unit. In 
2014, he moved to the Social Protection and Jobs Global 
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Practice and began to focus on the broader East Asia and 
Pacific region. Previous work experience includes 
appointments with America’s National Bureau of Economic 
Research and the Institute for Employment Research, the 
research institute of Germany’s Federal Employment Agency. 
He holds both a Master’s Degree and a Ph.D. in economics 
from the University of Regensburg and was a visiting 
researcher at the University of California, Berkeley and the 
University of California, Los Angeles. 

 

 

Sergio Schmukler 
LEAD ECONOMIST, DEVELOPMENT RESEARCH GROUP, WORLD 
BANK  
 
Sergio Schmukler is Lead Economist at the World Bank’s 
Development Research Group. His research area is 
international finance and international financial markets and 
institutions. He obtained his Ph.D. in Economics from the UC 
Berkeley in 1997. He is a member of the Money and Finance 
Research group (MoFiR) and Treasurer of LACEA (the Latin 
America and Caribbean Economic Association).  
He has visited the BIS, the Central Bank of Chile, Universitat 
Pompeu Fabra, the Dutch Central Bank, and the Hong Kong 
Monetary Authority.  
He has taught at the Department of Economics of University of 
Maryland (1999-2003), worked at the International Monetary 
Fund Research Department (2004-2005), was Associate Editor 
of the Journal of Development Economics (2001-2004), and 
has been participating in several editorial boards.  
Previously, he worked at the Argentine Central Bank, the U.S. 
Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve System, and the 
Inter-American Development Bank Research Department. 

 
 

 

Julia Seiermann 
ECONOMIST, INTERNATIONAL TRADE CENTRE (ITC) 

 
Julia Seiermann is an economist at the International Trade 
Centre’s Division of Market Development. Previously, she 
worked at the United Nations Conference on Trade and 
Development (UNCTAD). Her research focuses on 
international trade and development, trade policy, inequality 
and conflict.  Julia holds a Master’s in International Economics 
and a PhD in Development Economics from the Graduate 
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Institute for International and Development Studies (IHEID), 
Geneva.  

 
 

 

Luis Serven 
SENIOR ADVISOR, DEVELOPMENT RESEARCH GROUP, WORLD 
BANK 
 
Luis Serven is Senior Advisor in the World Bank’s Research 
Department, where he manages the research program on 
Macroeconomics and Growth, Development Research Group. 
He previously managed the Bank’s regional research program 
on Latin America and the Caribbean. Prior to joining the Bank 
he worked as a senior researcher at FEDEA, an economics think 
tank where he was part of the founding team, and taught at 
the Universidad Complutense of Madrid, MIT, PUC-Rio and 
CEMFI. His current research focuses on capital flows and 
exchange rates, fiscal policy, and productivity and growth. He 
has published numerous books and articles in professional 
journals on these and other research topics. He holds a 
Bachelor in Economics from the Universidad Complutense de 
Madrid and a Ph.D. in Economics from the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology. Currently he is co-editor of The World 
Bank Economic Review and The World Bank Research 
Observer. 
 

 

 
 

Kenneth Simler  
SENIOR ECONOMIST, POVERTY AND EQUITY GLOBAL 
PRACTICE, WORLD BANK 
 

Kenneth Simler is a Senior Economist at the World Bank’s 
Global Knowledge and Research Hub in Malaysia. His work 
focuses on the impacts of public policies on poverty and 
inequality, including both income and non-income dimensions 
such as food security, nutrition, and education. He has 
published more than 40 journal articles, books, book chapters, 
and working papers on these topics as well as on poverty 
measurement and the spatial aspects of economic growth and 
development. Prior to joining the World Bank, Ken was a 
Research Fellow at the International Food Policy Research 
Institute (IFPRI) and a Research Associate at the Cornell Food 
and Nutrition Policy Program. Ken has a BA in Economics from 
Amherst College and MSc and PhD degrees in Agricultural 
Economics from Cornell University. 
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J.P. Singh 
PROFESSOR OF INTERNATIONAL COMMERCE AND POLICY, 
SCHAR SCHOOL OF POLICY AND GOVERNMENT, GEORGE 
MASON UNIVERSITY 

 
J.P. Singh is Professor of International Commerce and Policy at 
the Schar School of Policy and Government, George Mason 
University.  From 2016-18, he was Chair and Professor of 
Culture and Political Economy, and Director of the Institute for 
International Cultural Relations at the University of Edinburgh.  
Singh has published 9 books and over 100 scholarly articles. 
His latest book is:  Sweet Talk:  Paternalism and Collective 
Action in North-South Trade Negotiations (Stanford, 2017).  His 
book Globalized Arts: The Entertainment Economy and Cultural 
Identity (Columbia, 2011) won the American Political Science 
Association’s award for best book in information technology 
and politics.  His current book project is Development 2.0:  How 
Technologies Can Foster Inclusivity in the Developing World 
(Oxford, forthcoming).  He has consulted for UNESCO, the 
World Bank, and WTO, and is founding Editor of the journal 
Arts and International Affairs. In 2019, he will be a Weizsäcker 
Fellow with the Robert Busch Academy in Berlin. 

 
 

 
 

Jomo Kwame Sundaram 
VISITING SENIOR FELLOW, KHAZANAH RESEARCH INSTITUTE  
 
Jomo Kwame Sundaram is at the Khazanah Research Institute, 
Kuala Lumpur. He is also Visiting Fellow at the Initiative for 
Policy Dialogue, Columbia University, and Adjunct Professor at 
the International Islamic University in Malaysia. He was in the 
5-member Council of Eminent Persons appointed by 
Malaysia’s Prime Minister Tun Dr Mahathir (May-August 
2018), Professor at the University of Malaya (1986 - 2004), 
Founder-Chair of International Development Economics 
Associates (IDEAs), UN Assistant Secretary General for 
Economic Development (2005 - 2012), Research Coordinator 
for the G24 Intergovernmental Group on International 
Monetary Affairs and Development (2006 - 2012), Assistant 
Director General for Economic and Social Development, Food 
and Agriculture Organization (FAO) of the United Nations 
(2012 - 2015) and held the Tun Hussein Onn Chair in 
International Studies at the Institute of Strategic and 
International Studies, Malaysia (2016-2017). He received the 
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2007 Wassily Leontief Prize for Advancing the Frontiers of 
Economic Thought. 
 

 

 

Abigail Tay  
ASSISTANT PROFESSOR, ASIA SCHOL OF BUSINESS  
 
Abigail Tay is an Assistant Professor of Economics at Asia 
School of Business, and an International Faculty Fellow at MIT. 
She is an applied microeconomist, with research interests in 
industrial organization and health economics. 

 
 

 

  

Boon Hwa Tng 
ACTING DEPUTY DIRECTOR, ECONOMICS DEPARTMENT, BANK 
NEGARA MALAYSIA   
 
Boon Hwa Tng is an Acting Deputy Director at the Economics 
Department of Bank Negara Malaysia, where he oversees 
surveillance of the global economy as well as the central 
Bank’s research activities. He has published papers in journals 
and the central bank’s working paper series covering a wide 
range of topics. These include analysis on the transmission of 
capital flows, the heterogeneity of household spending 
behaviour across the income distribution, the ASEAN 
economies’ exposures to external vulnerabilities and the role 
of monetary policy under financial stress. Boon Hwa was 
awarded the Young Malaysian Research Prize in 2016 by the 
World Bank Development Research Group for his paper on 
“The Transmission of Financial Stress and its Interactions with 
Monetary Policy Responses in the ASEAN-5 Economies”. He 
holds a Ph.D degree in economics from the University of 
Malaya and B.A. and M.A. degrees in Economics from the 
University of Western Ontario.  
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Mara K. Warwick 
COUNTRY DIRECTOR FOR BRUNEI, MALAYSIA, PHILIPPHINES 
AND THAILAND, WORLD BANK 
 
Mara K. Warwick is the World Bank Country Director for 
Brunei, Malaysia, Philippines and Thailand.  Trained as an 
environmental engineer, Ms. Warwick has expertise in flood 
management, urban development, urban environmental 
services and disaster risk management. 
She manages a portfolio of more than USD 3 billion in loans, 
grants and trust funds in these countries. She also leads the 
World Bank analytics and advisory services – including 
technical assistance and reimbursable advisory services – to 
support poverty reduction and promote shared prosperity in 
said countries. 
She oversees the World Bank Group Global Knowledge and 
Research Hub in Malaysia – a unique partnership with 
Malaysia and other development partners – that shares the 
country’s development experience with the rest of the world, 
conducts cutting-edge research, and provides advisory 
services to support Malaysia’s vision of becoming a high-
income economy. 
In the Philippines, the World Bank Group supports the 
country’s efforts to sustain high growth that creates more and 
better jobs and reduces poverty through financial assistance 
and advisory services. The Bank supports a large program of 
activities in Mindanao, including providing social protection to 
poor families, empowering communities through community 
driven development, promoting social cohesion and 
strengthening institutions, upgrading of infrastructure, 
improving the quality of education, increasing the productivity 
of farmers and fisherfolk, and peace-building in conflict-
affected areas. 
In Thailand, the World Bank Group’s engagement is centered 
on knowledge sharing, and policy and technical advisory 
services, as well as support for private sector development 
financing, and grant funding to support environmental 
sustainability and community driven development in conflict-
affected areas in Southern Thailand. 
Prior to her current role, Ms. Warwick served as the Portfolio 
and Operations Manager for China, Mongolia and Korea. In 
this role, she supported programs and projects in climate 
change mitigation and adaptation, infrastructure 
development and social service reform in China and Mongolia. 

http://www.worldbank.org/en/about/people/m/mara-k-warwick


She was Sector Coordinator for Sustainable Development in 
Ankara, Turkey, coordinating the World Bank’s development 
policy and investment lending in the energy, environment, 
urban and rural development and transport.  
Before joining the World Bank in 2003, she worked as an 
engineer in the private sector. An Australian national, Ms. 
Warwick received her B.E. in Civil Engineering from the 
University of Adelaide, Australia and her M.S. and Ph. D. in 
Environmental Engineering from Stanford University in the US. 
In her free time, Ms. Warwick pursues her passion for textile 
arts, especially those unique to the countries in which she lives 
and works. 
 

 

 

Woan Foong Wong 
ASSISTANT PROFESSOR OF ECONOMICS, UNIVERSITY OF 
OREGON 
 
Woan Foong Wong is an Assistant Professor of Economics at 
University of Oregon. Woan Foong specializes in international 
trade, in particular the factors that impede and facilitate trade 
flows. Her current research focuses on the role that container 
transportation plays in influencing international trade, the 
economics of the rules and regulations of preferential trade 
agreements as embodied in the World Trade Organization, and 
the impact of resource misallocation on trade liberalization 
outcomes. A Malaysian native, Woan Foong completed dual 
degrees in Economics (B.A.) and Music Composition (B.M.) at 
Oberlin College and Conservatory of Music as well as earned 
her M.S. and Ph.D. in Economics from University of Wisconsin-
Madison. Prior to graduate school, she was a Research Analyst 
at the Peterson Institute for International Economics. 

 
 

 

Michal Woolcock 
LEAD SOCIAL SCIENTIST, DEVELOPMENT RESEARCH GROUP, 
WORLD BANK 
 

Michael Woolcock is Lead Social Scientist with the World 
Bank’s Development Research Group, where he has worked 
since 1998. For thirteen of these years he has also been a (part-
time) Lecturer in Public Policy at Harvard University’s Kennedy 
School of Government. His current research focuses on 
strategies for enhancing the effectiveness of policy 
implementation, extending work addressed in his recent book 
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Building State Capability: Evidence, Analysis, Action (with Matt 
Andrews and Lant Pritchett; Oxford University Press, 2017). He 
is a co-recipient of the American Sociological Association 
Section on International Development’s awards for best book 
(2012) and best article (2014). An Australian national, he has 
an MA and PhD in comparative-historical sociology from 
Brown University. He was a founding member of Malaysia 
Hub, and was based in Kuala Lumpur from mid-2015 to early 
2017. 

 


