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Low and middle-income country groups 1981 1984 1987 1990 1993 1996 1999 2002 2005 2008 2010 2011 2012 2013 2015 2018
East Asia and Pacific 1,113   1,018   904      985      900      711      693      550      357      296      219      168      143      72        47        28        
Europe and Central Asia 24        33        37        28        23        13        12        10        9          8          8          6          
Latin America and the Caribbean 50        66        57        66        66        67        70        63        55        40        36        34        28        26        25        28        
Middle East and North Africa 17        17        14        17        16        10        10        9          9          7          8          8          8          14        28        
South Asia 515      525      531      537      543      519      556      510      469      404      332      305      275      
Sub-Saharan Africa 280      330      354      379      388      386      395      405      403      403      405      420      

Total six regions 1,901   1,866   1,771   1,895   1,880   1,700   1,723   1,595   1,341   1,221   1,083   955      897      795      729      
  Other High Income Countries 5          5          5          4          5          5          5          5          5          5          5          6          6          7          8          7          
World 1,906   1,872   1,776   1,899   1,885   1,706   1,728   1,600   1,346   1,226   1,088   961      903      802      737      

Low and middle-income country groups 1981 1984 1987 1990 1993 1996 1999 2002 2005 2008 2010 2011 2012 2013 2015 2018
East Asia and Pacific 80.5 70.1 59.2 61.3 53.7 40.9 38.5 29.7 18.8 15.3 11.2 8.5 7.2 3.6 2.3 1.3
Europe and Central Asia 5.1 7.0 7.8 6.0 4.9 2.8 2.5 2.1 2.0 1.7 1.6 1.2
Latin America and the Caribbean 13.8 16.8 13.8 15.2 14.2 13.9 13.7 11.9 9.9 6.9 6.2 5.7 4.7 4.3 4.1 4.4
Middle East and North Africa 9.0 8.1 6.1 7.0 6.2 3.8 3.4 3.1 2.7 2.0 2.4 2.4 2.4 3.8 7.2
South Asia 55.9 53.1 50.1 47.4 44.9 40.3 38.5 33.6 29.4 24.6 20.0 18.1 16.1
Sub-Saharan Africa 54.9 59.7 59.0 58.4 55.4 50.9 47.9 46.6 45.2 44.1 43.1 42.3

Total six regions 52.0 48.0 43.0 43.3 40.7 35.1 34.0 30.2 24.4 21.3 18.4 16.1 14.9 13.0 11.7
  Other High Income Countries 0.6 0.6 0.6 0.5 0.5 0.6 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.6 0.6 0.6 0.7 0.7
World 42.3 39.4 35.5 36.0 34.0 29.5 28.6 25.5 20.7 18.1 15.7 13.7 12.8 11.2 10.0

Low and middle-income country groups 1981 1984 1987 1990 1993 1996 1999 2002 2005 2008 2010 2011 2012 2013 2015 2018
East Asia and Pacific 1,293   1,320   1,321   1,368   1,333   1,226   1,205   1,057   855      729      600      522      469      350      254      159      
Europe and Central Asia 72        86        100      71        55        35        34        32        31        28        27        22        
Latin America and the Caribbean 100      125      115      129      132      135      138      132      118      90        83        77        72        68        66        66        
Middle East and North Africa 61        64        61        72        75        59        59        58        54        46        46        46        46        55        77        
South Asia 789      834      880      926      972      995      1,090   1,084   1,081   1,048   980      952      919      
Sub-Saharan Africa 436      470      510      544      569      595      620      629      636      647      676      

Total six regions 2,563   2,701   2,767   2,914   3,018   2,986   3,049   2,953   2,740   2,584   2,430   2,287   2,204   2,059   1,926   
  Other High Income Countries 11        10        9          7          8          8          8          8          7          8          8          8          9          9          10        9          
World 2,574   2,711   2,776   2,920   3,026   2,994   3,057   2,960   2,747   2,592   2,437   2,295   2,213   2,068   1,937   

Low and middle-income country groups 1981 1984 1987 1990 1993 1996 1999 2002 2005 2008 2010 2011 2012 2013 2015 2018
East Asia and Pacific 93.6 90.9 86.5 85.2 79.6 70.5 67.0 57.1 45.1 37.6 30.5 26.4 23.5 17.4 12.5 7.6
Europe and Central Asia 15.4 18.3 21.2 15.2 11.8 7.5 7.0 6.7 6.4 5.9 5.6 4.5
Latin America and the Caribbean 27.5 32.1 27.8 29.4 28.5 27.7 27.1 24.9 21.3 15.7 14.1 13.0 12.0 11.3 10.7 10.4
Middle East and North Africa 32.2 30.9 26.6 29.3 28.7 21.5 20.2 18.8 16.7 13.8 13.5 13.1 13.0 15.1 19.8
South Asia 85.6 84.3 83.0 81.7 80.4 77.2 75.5 71.4 67.9 63.9 59.0 56.5 53.9
Sub-Saharan Africa 78.9 78.5 78.7 77.6 75.0 72.4 71.3 70.4 69.5 68.9 68.1

Total six regions 70.1 69.5 67.1 66.5 65.4 61.7 60.2 55.9 49.8 45.2 41.4 38.5 36.6 33.8 30.8
  Other High Income Countries 1.3 1.1 1.0 0.7 0.9 0.8 0.8 0.8 0.7 0.7 0.7 0.8 0.8 0.9 0.9 0.8
World 57.1 57.1 55.5 55.3 54.6 51.7 50.7 47.2 42.2 38.4 35.2 32.8 31.2 28.9 26.4

Note: PPP = purchasing power parity. For details on regional groupings, see http://iresearch.worldbank.org/PovcalNet/data.aspx. Data are current as of March 2020.

Regional Poverty Estimates | 1981–2018

Population living below $1.90 a day (millions, 2011 PPP)

Population living below $1.90 a day (% of population, 2011 PPP)

Population living below $3.20 a day (millions, 2011 PPP)

Population living below $3.20 a day (% of population, 2011 PPP)

Source: PovCalNet, World Development Indicators, and World Bank Poverty and Equity databases. For data updates visit data.worldbank.org.
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Source: World Development Indicators database 
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