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Edited Volumes (2004 – 2018) 

Edited volumes by researchers in the Development Research Group, World Bank. 

 

2018 

Alternative Paths to Public Financial Management and Public Sector Reform: Experiences from 

East Asia 

Sokbunthoeun So, Michael Woolcock, Leah April, Caroline Hughes, and Nicola Smithers, eds. 

Washington, DC: World Bank, June 2018 | Blog. 

 

Reforming public-sector organizations, their structures, policies, processes and practices—is 

notoriously difficult, in rich and poor countries alike (Grindle and Thomas 1991; World Bank 2012). 

Even in the most favorable of circumstances, the scale and complexity of the tasks to be undertaken 

are enormous, requiring levels of coordination and collaboration that may be without precedent for 

those involved. Entirely new skills—for example, learning to use sophisticated software, may need to 

be acquired by tens of thousands of people. Such reformsare often premised on the need to 

“modernize” prevailing administrative systems, with the long-run payoff being enhanced efficiency 

and effectiveness in the collection, management and allocation of public resources, all in pursuit of 

top-priority national strategy objectives. But these payoffs may take many years to fully materialize, 

requiring sustained commitments from senior officials as setbacks, delays and confusion threaten to 

sap morale and momentum. High turnover, competing distractions and inherent uncertainty can 

compromise the necessary focus. As such, a central focus of the processes discussed in the cases is 

to highlight innovative decision-making and implementation strategies on the part of those 

responsible for leading the reforms—certainly in the country context itself, where the political and 

bureaucratic space for deviating from standard approaches is often considerably constrained. In 

such circumstance, being ‘innovative’ means by definition, not holding unwaveringly to 

predetermined plans and not insistently using standard techniques in standard ways. As such, the 

primary purpose in presenting these cases is to document how the space (more formally, the 

authorizing environment) for innovative reform strategies was created and sustained, how and 

through whom such space was implemented, and how emergent implementation challenges were 

addressed. Importantly, the approaches deployed in these cases, and the conclusions authors derive 

from them, are not presented as a new list of universal ‘best practices’ that those undertaking 

similar reforms should now adopt, but rather as ideas and inspiration that they might consider. In 

other words, they are cases of how ‘best fit’ strategies in combination with ‘best practice’ 

approaches were crafted and implemented, of how general principles became specific applications 

in particular places in response to idiosyncratic problems. 

 

 

2016 

Poverty Traps 

Samuel Bowles, Steven N. Durlauf, and Karla Hoff, eds. Princeton University Press, May 2016. 

 

Much popular belief — and public policy — rests on the idea that those born into poverty have it in 

their power to escape. But the persistence of poverty and ever-growing economic inequality around 

http://www.worldbank.org/en/about/unit/unit-dec#4
https://documents.worldbank.org/en/publication/documents-reports/documentdetail/160591530074821767/alternative-paths-to-public-financial-management-and-public-sector-reform-experiences-from-east-asia
https://documents.worldbank.org/en/publication/documents-reports/documentdetail/160591530074821767/alternative-paths-to-public-financial-management-and-public-sector-reform-experiences-from-east-asia
https://blogs.worldbank.org/governance/addressing-challenges-public-financial-management-and-public-sector-reform-east-asia
http://press.princeton.edu/titles/8176.html
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the world have led many economists to seriously question the model of individual economic self-

determination when it comes to the poor. In Poverty Traps, Samuel Bowles, Steven Durlauf, Karla 

Hoff, and the book’s other contributors argue that there are many conditions that may trap 

individuals, groups, and whole economies in intractable poverty. For the first time the editors have 

brought together the perspectives of economics, economic history, and sociology to assess what we 

know — and don’t know — about such traps. 

Among the sources of the poverty of nations, the authors assign a primary role to social and political 

institutions, ranging from corruption to seemingly benign social customs such as kin systems. Many 

of the institutions that keep nations poor have deep roots in colonial history and persist long after 

their initial causes are gone. Neighborhood effects — influences such as networks, role models, and 

aspirations — can create hard-to-escape pockets of poverty even in rich countries. Similar individuals 

in dissimilar socioeconomic environments develop different preferences and beliefs that can 

transmit poverty or affluence from generation to generation. The book presents evidence of harmful 

neighborhood effects and discusses policies to overcome them, with attention to the uncertainty 

that exists in evaluating such policies. 

The Future of Large, Internationally Active Banks 

Asli Demirgüç-Kunt, Douglas D Evanoff, and George G Kaufman, eds. World Scientific Studies in 

International Economics: Volume 55. September. New Jersey: World Scientific Publishing Co., 

November 2016.  

 

The Great Financial Crisis of 2007–2010 has had a major impact on large cross-border banks, which 

are widely blamed for the start and severity of the crisis. As a result, much public policy, both in the 

United States and elsewhere, has been directed at making these banks safer and less influential by 

reducing their size and permissible powers through increased government regulation. 

 

At the Federal Reserve Bank of Chicago's 18th annual International Banking Conference, held in 

November 2015, the status of these large cross-border banks was critically evaluated. In 

collaboration with the World Bank, the conference held discussions on the current regulatory 

landscape for large and internationally active financial institutions; the impact of regulation on bank 

permissible activities and international trade; improvements in risk management; necessary repairs 

to the bank safety net; the resolution of insolvent banks operating across national borders; 

corporate governance for banks in the new environment; implications for market and government 

discipline; and, progress in achieving international cooperation. 

 

Contributors include international policymakers, practitioners, researchers, and academics from 

more than 30 countries. The papers from the conference are collected in this volume. 

2015  

Deliberation and Development:  Rethinking the Role of Voice and Collective Action in Unequal 

Societies  

Patrick Heller and Vijayendra Rao, eds. Washington, DC: World Bank, May 2015. 

 

https://doi.org/10.1142/10071
https://doi.org/10.1142/10071
https://documents.worldbank.org/en/publication/documents-reports/documentdetail/166781468188675602/deliberation-and-development-rethinking-the-role-of-voice-and-collective-action-in-unequal-societies
https://documents.worldbank.org/en/publication/documents-reports/documentdetail/166781468188675602/deliberation-and-development-rethinking-the-role-of-voice-and-collective-action-in-unequal-societies
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This book brings together two fields that rarely converse with one another: deliberative democracy 

and development studies. The study of deliberation— which explores normative and practical 

questions around group-based decision making via discussion or debate, particularly as an alternate 

or supplement to voting or bargaining—has emerged as a critical part of the debate on democracy 

over the last two decades. Concurrently, the field of development has seen a spurt of interest in 

community-led development and participation premised on the ability of groups to arrive at 

decisions and manage resources via a process of discussion and debate. Despite the growing interest 

in both fields, they have rarely engaged with one another. Studying the intersection between 

deliberation and development can provide valuable insights into how to incorporate participation 

into development across a variety of arenas. Moving beyond broad theoretical claims, close 

examination of specific cases of deliberation and development allows scholars and practitioners to 

evaluate actual processes and to pose the question of how deliberation can work in the twin 

conditions of extreme inequality and low educational levels that characterize the developing world. 

2014   

The Impacts of Biofuels on the Economy, Environment, and Poverty: A Global Perspective 

Govinda Timilsina and David Zilberman, eds. Springer, 2014. 

 

Interest in biofuels began with oil shocks in the 1970’s, but the more rapid development and 

consumption of biofuel industry in recent years has been primarily driven by mandates, subsidies, 

climate change concerns, emissions targets and energy security. From 2004 to 2006, fuel ethanol 

grew by 26% and biodiesel grew by 172%. As biofuel production continues to expand, investments in 

capacity expansion and research and development have been made. The 2008 food crisis 

emphasized the need to re-examine biofuel consequences. Biofuels remain an important renewable 

energy resource to substitute for fossil fuels, particularly in the transportation sector, yet biofuels’ 

success is still uncertain. The future of biofuels in the energy supply mix relies on mitigating potential 

and improving the environmental gains. This book brings together leading authorities on biofuel 

from the World Bank to examine all of the impacts of biofuel (economic, social, environmental) 

within a unified framework and in a global perspective, making it of interest to academics in 

agricultural and environmental economics as well as industry and policy-makers. 

Losing Your Land: Dispossession in the Great Lakes 

An Ansoms and Thea Hilhorst, eds. Suffolk: Boydell & Brewer, October 2014.  

 

Examines a new aspect of one of the highest profile issues facing Africa today— land-grabbing—and 

shows the widespread impact of small-scale dispossession. Dispossession of land on a small scale can 

have as great an impact on living conditions as large-scale land-grabs. With the increasing 

commodification of land, new forms of dispossession, in urban as well as rural districts, are also 

gaining in importance. 

 

This book looks at this largely uninvestigated issue through case studies in the Eastern DRC, Rwanda, 

Burundi and Uganda: here the loss of land often represents the loss of people's livelihoods inthese 

areas of extreme land scarcity in highly populated regions. In the post-conflict states of the Great 

Lakes, governance challenges increase the risk of dispossession of the already poor and vulnerable: 

http://www.springer.com/economics/environmental/book/978-1-4939-0517-1
http://www.springer.com/economics/environmental/book/978-1-4939-0517-1
https://boydellandbrewer.com/9781782043416/losing-your-land/
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formal institutions are weak or biased; customary authorities have lost some of their moral 

authority. The cases in this book show in particular how local power dynamics, often rooted in 

history, bear upon the processes of land competition, dispossession and land grabbing. This timely 

volume will be important not only for those in African Studies, but for those in development studies, 

as well as practitioners and policy-makers worldwide. 

2013  

An African Green Revolution: Finding Ways to Boost Productivity on Small Farms 

Keijiro Otsuka and Donald F. Larson, eds. Dordrecht: Springer, 2013. 

 

This volume explores the usefulness of the Asian model of agricultural development for Africa, 

where, even before the recent world food crisis, half the population lived on less than on dollar a 

day, and a staggering one in three people and one third of all children were undernourished. Africa 

has abundant natural resources; agriculture provides most of its jobs, a third of national income and 

a larger portion of total export earnings. However, the levels of land and labor productivity rank 

among the worst in the world. The book explains Africa’s productivity gap and proposes ways to 

close it, by examining recent experience in Africa and by drawing on lessons from Asia. 

Emerging Issues in Financial Development: Lessons from Latin America 

Tatiana Didier and Sergio L. Schmukler, eds. Latin American Development Forum. Washington, DC: 

World Bank, December 2013. 

 

Since the 1990s, financial systems around the world, and especially those in developing countries, 

have gained in soundness, depth, and diversity, prompted in part by a series of financial sector and 

macroeconomic reforms aimed at fostering a market-driven economy in which finance plays a 

central role. Latin America and the Caribbean (LAC) has been one of the regions at the forefront of 

these changes, and it serves as a good laboratory for seeing where the challenges in financial 

development lie. The progress in financial development in LAC no doubt reflects governments' 

substantial efforts to provide an enabling environment. This includes lower macroeconomic 

volatility, more independent and better anchored currencies, increased financial liberalization, lower 

currency mismatches and foreign debt exposures, enhanced effectiveness of regulation and 

supervision, and notable improvements in the underlying market infrastructure. This book studies 

the recent history of financial sector development and reforms in the LAC region and compares it to 

other developing and developed countries to shed light on the key obstacles to financial 

development, both past and future. This study is particularly timely in the wake of the global 

financial crisis that began in 2008, as assumptions about the underpinnings of efficient and well-

functioning markets undergo close scrutiny. This book builds on and complements several overview 

studies on financial development both in LAC and in the developing world more broadly that have 

been published in the past decade, including those by the World Bank. It covers additional aspects of 

the financial development process and focuses on the broader set of LAC countries. The chapters in 

this book cover different issues related to financial development in LAC. Chapters one through five 

attempt to ascertain where the region's financial development lies, analyzing in detail some of the 

reasons and policy implications underlying its gaps in banking depth and equity liquidity, as well as 

the links between financial development and financial globalization. Chapters six and seven consider 

https://www.springer.com/us/book/9789400757592
https://documents.worldbank.org/en/publication/documents-reports/documentdetail/869791468017360153/emerging-issues-in-financial-development-lessons-from-latin-america
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two themes that are central to the region's financial development: long-term finance and the role of 

the state in risk bearing. Chapters eight through eleven deal with regulation and supervision, first 

taking stock of the progress in the region and then analyzing the challenges LAC faces on three main 

facets of systemic oversight: macro prudential policy, micro systemic regulation, and systemic 

supervision. 

Popular Representations of Development: Insights from Novels, Films, Television and Social Media  

David Lewis, Dennis Rodgers, Michael Woolcock, eds. London: Routledge, October 2013. 

 

Although the academic study of development is well established, as is also its policy implementation, 

less considered are the broader, more popular understandings of development that often shape 

agendas and priorities, particularly in representative democracies. 

 

Through its accessible and provocative chapters, Popular Representations of Development 

introduces the idea that while the issue of ‘development’ – defined broadly as problems of poverty 

and social deprivation, and the various agencies and processes seeking to address these – is normally 

one that is discussed by social scientists and policy makers, it also has a wider ‘popular’ dimension. 

Development is something that can be understood through studying literature, films, and other non-

conventional forms of representation. It is also a public issue, one that has historically been 

associated with musical movements such as Live Aid and increasingly features in newer media such 

as blogs and social networking. The book connects the effort to build a more holistic understanding 

of development issues with an exploration of the diverse public sphere in which popular 

engagement with development takes place. 

 

This book gives students of development studies, media studies and geography as well as students in 

the humanities engaging with global development issues a variety of perspectives from different 

disciplines to open up this new field for discussion.  

Risking Your Health: Causes, Consequences, and Interventions to Prevent Risky Behaviors 

Damien de Walque, ed. Human Development Perspectives. Washington, DC: World Bank, November 

2013. 

 

A growing share of the burden of disease across the world is associated with risky behaviors by 

individuals. Drug use, smoking, alcohol, unhealthy eating causing obesity, and unsafe sex are highly 

prevalent in low-income countries, even though they are traditionally associated with richer 

countries. Understanding the factors driving those behaviors represents a priority not only from a 

public health perspective but from a broader development one. This report summarizes the existing 

evidence about the causes and consequences of those behaviors, as well as about interventions 

aimed at preventing them from a broad range of sources. The opening chapter, by Damien de 

Walque and Sébastien Piguet, presents an epidemiological overview, illustrated by tables, figures, 

and maps, of the global prevalence and distribution of the risky behaviors that are the focus of this 

book. The second chapter, by Mattias Lundberg and Gil Shapira, covers the determinants of health-

related risky behaviors in the developing world. Chapter 3, by Alaka Holla, explores the 

consequences of risky behaviors, focusing on their direct impact on the individual engaging in them, 

the spillovers to peers, and the costs that society must bear. Chapters 4 and 5, by Aakanksha Pande, 

https://www.routledge.com/Popular-Representations-of-Development-Insights-from-Novels-Films-Television/Lewis-Rodgers-Woolcock/p/book/9780415822817
http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/716811468151506045/Risking-your-health-causes-consequences-and-interventions-to-prevent-risky-behaviors
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discuss interventions to reduce the prevalence of risky behaviors. The findings show that 

information and regulation interventions can be successful in changing risky behaviors. An important 

lesson that emerges from this review is that even when interventions are effective, externalities 

often emerge that need to be considered.   

Trade in Value Added: Developing New Measures of Cross-Border Trade 

Aaditya Mattoo, Zhi Wang, and Shang-Jin Wei, eds. Centre for Economic Research and World Bank: 

Washington, DC, January 2013. 

 

This volume includes papers that were first presented and discussed at a workshop on 'The 

Fragmentation of Global Production and Trade in Value- Added: Developing New Measures of Cross 

Border Trade', held at the World Bank in Washington, DC, on 9 to 10 June, 2011. This publication is 

structured as follows: chapter one gives and overview of measuring trade in value added when 

production is fragmented across countries. Chapter two discusses policy rationale and 

methodological challenges towards the measurement of trade in value-added terms. Chapter three 

highlights the importance of measuring trade in value added. Chapter four computes and analyses 

the value-added content of trade. Chapter five proposes an accounting framework for estimating the 

domestic and foreign content share in a country's exports when processing trade is prevalent. 

Chapter six provides estimates of foreign and domestic content in Mexico's manufacturing exports 

that take into account the import content in production under the maquiladora and Programa de 

Importacion Temporal para Producir Articulos de Exportacion (PITEX) programmes. Chapter seven 

gives empirical evidence that the standard gravity equation performs poorly by some measures 

when it is applied to bilateral flows where parts and components trade is important. It also provides 

a simple theoretical foundation for a modified gravity equation that is suited to explain trade where 

international supply chains are important. Chapter eight provides methodological guidelines on how 

to compute import coefficients at the level of the firm and shows how trade micro-data, can refine 

the aggregate nature of the indicators in input-output (IO) tables, by increasing their granularity. 

Chapter nine reviews the availability of underlying source data, summarizes the assumptions and 

describes the harmonization techniques used. Chapter ten gives three-stage reconciliation method 

to construct a time series international IO database. Chapter eleven gives direct measurement for 

collecting product- and firm-level statistics on value added and business function outsourcing and 

offshoring. Chapter twelve focuses on statistics and measures that are developed and used for 

defining and monitoring trade policy and economic development. Each chapter gives references at 

the end.  

The WTO Case Law of 2011: Part of The American Law Institute Reporters Studies on WTO Law 

Chad P. Bown and Petros C. Mavroidis, eds. Cambridge University Press, July 2013. 

 

This book brings together the 2011 output of the American Law Institute (ALI) project on World 

Trade Organization law. Each chapter focuses on a different dispute from the adjudicating bodies of 

the WTO. Each case is jointly evaluated by well-known experts in trade law and international 

economics. ALI reporters critically review the jurisprudence of WTO adjudicating bodies and evaluate 

whether the ruling 'makes sense' from an economic as well as a legal point of view and, if not, 

whether the problem lies in the interpretation of the law or the law itself. The studies do not always 

cover all issues discussed in a case, but they seek to discuss both the procedural and the substantive 

https://documents.worldbank.org/en/publication/documents-reports/documentdetail/196231468326398562/trade-in-value-added-developing-new-measures-of-cross-border-trade
http://www.cambridge.org/us/academic/subjects/law/wto-case-law-2011
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issues that form, in the reporters' views, the 'core' of the dispute. This paperback will be an 

invaluable resource for students, lecturers and practitioners of international trade law. 

2012   

Globalization and Inequality: The Globalization of the World Economy 

Branko Milanovic, ed. Elgar Research Collection. Cheltenham, UK and Northampton, MA, January 

2012. 

 

This volume brings together the most significant modern contributions to the literature on 

globalization and inequality. The editor's selection, set in context by an authoritative introduction, 

uses broad analyses and important case studies to illustrate the impact on levels of inequality of 

previous periods of globalization and of the current era of globalization. The collection further 

focuses on the issues of openness and inequality and concludes with several benchmark papers that 

examine global levels of inequality. This timely book will be an invaluable resource for anyone 

concerned with this vital relationship, including teachers, doctoral students and researchers. 

Legal Pluralism and Development: Scholars and Practitioners in Dialogue 

Brian Z. Tamanaha, Caroline Sage, and Michael Woolcock eds. New York: Cambridge University 

Press, July 2012. 

 

Previous efforts at legal development have focused almost exclusively on state legal systems, many 

of which have shown little improvement over time. Recently, organizations engaged in legal 

development activities have begun to pay greater attention to the implications of local, informal, 

indigenous, religious and village courts or tribunals, which often are more efficacious than state legal 

institutions, especially in rural communities. Legal pluralism is the term applied to these situations 

because these institutions exist alongside official state legal systems, usually in a complex or 

uncertain relationship. Although academics, especially legal anthropologists and sociologists, have 

discussed legal pluralism for decades, their work has not been consulted in the development 

context. This book brings together, in a single volume, contributions from academics and 

practitioners to explore the implications of legal pluralism for legal development. 

The Evidence and Impact of Financial Globalization 

Gerard Caprio, Thorsten Beck, Stijn Claessens, and Sergio Schmukler, eds. London: Elsevier Science 

Publishers, November 2012. 

 

The sharp realities of financial globalization become clear during crises, when winners and losers 

emerge. Crises usher in short- and long-term changes to the status quo, and everyone agrees that 

learning from crises is a top priority. The Evidence and Impact of Financial Globalization devotes 

separate articles to specific crises, the conditions that cause them, and the longstanding 

arrangements devised to address them. While other books and journal articles treat these subjects 

in isolation, this volume presents a wide-ranging, consistent, yet varied specificity. Substantial, 

authoritative, and useful, these articles provide material unavailable elsewhere. 

Banking the World: Empirical Foundations of Financial Inclusion 

Robert Cull, Asli Demirgüç-Kunt, and Jonathan Morduch, eds. MIT Press, December 2012. 

https://stonecenter.gc.cuny.edu/files/2012/07/Milanovic-Globalization-Inequality-Introduction-2012.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1017/CBO9781139094597
https://www.sciencedirect.com/book/9780123978745/the-evidence-and-impact-of-financial-globalization
https://mitpress.mit.edu/books/banking-world
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Experts report on the latest research on extending access to financial services to the 2.5 billion 

adults around the world who lack it. About 2.5 billion adults, just over half the world's adult 

population, lack bank accounts. If we are to realize the goal of extending banking and other financial 

services to this vast “unbanked” population, we need to consider not only such product innovations 

as microfinance and mobile banking but also issues of data accuracy, impact assessment, risk 

mitigation, technology adaptation, financial literacy, and local context. In Banking the World, experts 

take up these topics, reporting on new research that will guide both policy makers and scholars in a 

broader push to extend financial markets. 

 

The contributors consider such topics as the complexity of surveying people about their use of 

financial services; evidence of the impact of financial services on income; the occasional negative 

effects of financial services on poor households, including disincentives to work and 

overindebtedness; and tools for improving access such as nontraditional credit scores, financial 

incentives for banking, and identification technologies that can dramatically reduce loan default 

rates. 

 

2011 

Exporting Services: A Developing Country Perspective 

Arti Grover Goswami, Aaditya Mattoo, Sebastian Saez, eds. Washington, DC: World Bank, November 

2011. 

 

The book builds on previous research, including that by the World Bank, on trade in services. Such 

research includes analyses of the effect of liberalizing services in developing countries and sectoral 

studies on financial, transportation, telecommunication, and professional services, as well as on 

international negotiations. The conceptual framework for this book is based on the existing 

literature on the service sector (Francois and Hoekman 2010; Hoekman and Mattoo 2008). 

Recognizing the heterogeneity in both, economic structure of developing countries and their service 

exports, this book takes an eclectic approach to identifying successful strategies. Chapter two 

surveys the literature on determinants of service exports and presents an illustrative empirical 

model that synthesizes the available models on trade in services. Because trade data on services are 

scarce and have a number of weaknesses, rigorous econometric analysis has serious limits. The 

subsequent chapters of the book examine the determinants of trade in services through case studies 

of the experiences of countries with varying degrees of success. The book analyzes service export 

performance for the following countries: Brazil, Chile, the Arab Republic of Egypt, India, Kenya, 

Malaysia, and the Philippines. The countries were selected on the basis of their performance in 

global trade (especially trade in services), their regional role, and the availability of data and because 

they have consciously pursued policies to promote service exports. 

History, Historians and Development Policy: A Necessary Dialogue  

C. A. Bayly, Vijayendra Rao, Simon Szreter and Michael Woolcock, eds. Manchester University Press, 

August 2011. 

 

https://documents.worldbank.org/en/publication/documents-reports/documentdetail/483691468154770349/exporting-services-a-developing-country-perspective
https://manchesteruniversitypress.co.uk/9780719085765/
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If history matters for understanding key development outcomes then surely historians should be 

active contributors to the debates informing these understandings. This volume integrates, for the 

first time, contributions from ten leading historians and seven policy advisors around the central 

development issues of social protection, public health, public education and natural resource 

management. How did certain ideas, and not others, gain traction in shaping particular policy 

responses? How did the content and effectiveness of these responses vary across different 

countries, and indeed within them? Achieving this is not merely a matter of seeking to 'know more' 

about specific times, places and issues, but recognising the distinctive ways in which historians 

rigorously assemble, analyse and interpret diverse forms of evidence. 

 

This book will appeal to students and scholars in development studies, history, international 

relations, politics and geography as well as policy makers and those working for or studying NGOs. 

International Financial Crisis: Have the Rules of Finance Changed 

Asli Demirguc-Kunt, Douglas Evanoff, and George Kaufman, eds. Hackensack, NJ: World Scientific 

Publishing, January 2011. 

 

The recent global financial crisis has caused massive upheavals worldwide. The papers in this volume 

analyze whether financial principles seem to have shifted in recent years, and what that may mean 

for international financial markets and regulation. What “broke” in the current crisis? Is there no 

“playbook” on how to respond to systemic crises? What is the optimal role of the state in dealing 

with crises? How should asset bubbles be addressed in the future? Do we need a major overhaul of 

governance in the industry? What means exist to address systemic crises? What reforms are 

needed? These and related issues are discussed by an impressive list of well-known scholars, 

policymakers and practitioners, with an emphasis on the implications for public policy. 

 

Managing Openness: Trade and Outward-Oriented Growth after the Crisis 

Mona Haddad and Ben Shepherd, eds. Washington, DC: World Bank, March 2011. 

 

The global financial crisis is stimulating a broad reassessment of economic integration policies in 

developed and developing countries alike. The crisis was associated with a great trade collapse, the 

sharpest in recorded history and the deepest since Second World War (Baldwin 2009). The trade 

collapse affected all countries and products, although to different extents. While signs of recovery 

are starting to solidify, deeper questioning of the causes of the crisis and the merits of globalization 

has surfaced. The emergence of China and the imbalances of its trade with the United States are 

shaking the stability of the global system. Are these imbalances sustainable, or do they need to be 

adjusted to avoid another global crisis? What impact will these adjustments have on the trade of 

developing countries if they mean that China consumes more and the United States saves more? 

Openness has helped support growth in many countries, to unprecedented levels in Brazil, China, 

Indonesia, Malaysia, and others. Yet today many are concerned that openness is creating 

vulnerability, and vulnerability can hurt growth. No one believes that inward orientation is the 

solution or that domestic consumption alone can boost growth, even in large countries. The longer-

https://doi.org/10.1142/7865
https://documents.worldbank.org/en/publication/documents-reports/documentdetail/545641468152713186/managing-openness-trade-and-outward-oriented-growth-after-the-crisis
https://documents.worldbank.org/en/publication/documents-reports/documentdetail/545641468152713186/managing-openness-trade-and-outward-oriented-growth-after-the-crisis
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term benefits of openness more than compensate for the short-term negative impacts of trade 

shocks. The question is not whether to remain open but rather what kind of safety and insurance 

systems, at the micro and macro levels, to put in place to better hedge against shocks from 

globalization. As developing countries try to find answers to these questions, they also face a 

drastically changed trade environment. The crisis proved that protectionism is no longer the name of 

the game; it remained largely under control thanks to a solid multilateral regime as well as to a new 

system of production sharing across countries, which does not lend itself naturally to broad-based 

protectionism. Moreover, the role of South-South trade is growing, giving developing countries new 

opportunities to export and new opportunities to import cheaper capital goods, now produced in 

countries like China or India, that allow them to industrialize faster. Thus, while outward-oriented 

growth is here to stay, it needs to be put in a different perspective and packaged with additional 

policies. As the world emerges from the crisis, the author expect to see the development of an 

'export-led growth version 2.0' model that reflects these new dynamics.  

No Small Matter: The Impact of Poverty, Shocks, and Human Capital Investments in Early 

Childhood  

Harold H. Alderman, ed. Washington, DC: World Bank, February 2011. 

 

The relative lack of attention to early childhood development in many developing countries remains 

a puzzle, and an opportunity. There is increasing evidence that investments in the nutritional, 

cognitive, and socio-emotional development of young children have high payoffs. Researchers and 

development practitioners are building on this evidence to raise the topic's profile and bring it to the 

attention of decision makers. This volume is an important contribution to these efforts. It thoroughly 

and carefully reviews the most recent empirical literature linking early childhood development 

outcomes, poverty, and shocks. In doing so, it brings an added perspective to the debate and makes 

the case that investments in the first years of life have the potential to be a critical component of 

poverty reduction strategies. The volume also goes beyond simply documenting the consequences 

of insufficient or inadequate focus on early childhood and identifies the range of policy options 

available to policy makers. The Human Development Perspectives series seeks to present thorough 

research findings on issues of critical strategic importance for developing countries. At its core is the 

perspective that investments in human capital are an essential aspect of efforts to promote global 

development and eradicate poverty. This volume makes it convincingly clear that investing in and 

protecting the human capital of young children is no small matter. 

The Great Recession and Import Protection: The Role of Temporary Trade Barriers 

Chad P. Bown, ed. London: CEPR and World Bank, 2011. 

 

The great recession of 2008-9 caused a negative shock to the global economy that is comparable 

with the great depression of the 1930s. The major advanced nations experienced painful economic 

contraction, severe dislocation to industrial production and sharp spikes in unemployment. Trade 

flows collapsed across all the regions of the world. The rest of this introductory chapter proceeds as 

follows. Next, the report provide a more detailed timeline and summary of events in the great 

recession, including its macroeconomic and trade impacts, the uncertainty over trade policy in 2008-

9, and the response to calls for additional monitoring of trade policy. In particular, section one 

highlight the real time monitoring efforts of the World Bank's global antidumping database and 

https://documents.worldbank.org/en/publication/documents-reports/documentdetail/850041468323377290/no-small-matter-the-impact-of-poverty-shocks-and-human-capital-investments-in-early-childhood-development
https://documents.worldbank.org/en/publication/documents-reports/documentdetail/850041468323377290/no-small-matter-the-impact-of-poverty-shocks-and-human-capital-investments-in-early-childhood-development
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/handle/10986/16359
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subsequent temporary trade barriers (TTBs) database. These contributions have addressed some of 

the immediate concern about the unknown scale of protectionism taking place in 2008-9, but they 

have also revealed a lack of informational preparedness that has ultimately spurred this volume's 

research. In section two, the author introduce a relatively simple methodological framework to 

improve intertemporal assessment of the scope of TTB use, an approach that many of the volume's 

chapters adopt or modify to construct better measures of the 'stock' and 'flow' of imported products 

that countries subject to TTBs. (A more technical description of the methodology is provided in the 

Appendix (section six), along with details of the many common data sources used across the 

subsequent chapters.) What are the empirical results? Section three provides a simple application of 

this methodology and finds that, during the crisis, these economies collectively increased by 25 

percent the imported products that they subjected to TTB import protection. Nevertheless, it turns 

out this collective expansion in TTB coverage during 2008-9 was dominated by emerging economies. 

Developing countries used TTBs to cover 39 percent more imported products by the end of 2009 

compared with 2007, whereas recession-ravaged high-income economies surprisingly increased 

their coverage by only 4 percent. However, it is also clear from the data that understanding these 

crisis changes demands recognition of longer-term trends. Thus, given these high-level results, 

Section 4 turns to a number of common questions that the subsequent chapters investigate, on an 

economy-by-economy basis, in more detail. This section provides a short preview of how the 

volume's authors subsequently address these questions by placing the trade policy changes of 2008-

9 into historical context. Section five then concludes. 

Trade Costs and Facilitation: Open Trade and Economic Development 

Jean-Christophe Maur and John S. Wilson, eds. Critical Perspectives on the Global Trading System 

and the WTO series. Edward Elgar, 2011. 

 

The need for countries to facilitate trade and to reduce the transactions costs plaguing trade is 

receiving a lot of interest in policy circles, and in particular in the WTO, where trade facilitation has 

been one of the few good stories in recent multilateral negotiations. Is this interest justified? What 

have economic theory and empirical findings to contribute to our understanding of the value of free 

trade? This authoritative two-volume set, edited by two leading scholars in the field, offers a 

collection of seminal articles that have led our economic thinking on these issues and encouraged a 

new and growing literature. This important work, along with an original introduction by the editors, 

is of immense value to scholars and practitioners interested in the topic of trade costs and 

facilitation. 

Unfinished Business? The WTO’s Doha Agenda 

Will Martin and Aaditya Mattoo, eds. London: CEPR and World Bank, November 2011. 

 

This book examines the state and the fate of the Doha Development Agenda (DDA). The volume has 

three key objectives: to provide qualitative and quantitative information about the implications of 

what is currently on the table; to examine controversial areas where further progress might be 

made; and to identify lessons that might be of use for future negotiations. The analysis provides 

some suggestions for future negotiations, whether they involve comprehensive renegotiation of 

issues covered under the Doha Agenda, or entirely new negotiations. Conclusions include: there is 

much in the proposals already on the table; substantially more might be achieved in some key areas; 

https://www.e-elgar.com/shop/gbp/trade-costs-and-facilitation-open-trade-and-economic-development-9781849807593.html
http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/466951468316137751/Unfinished-Business-The-WTOs-Doha-Agenda
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and there is a case for new approaches in future negotiations. Finally, the volume identifies several 

critical trade-related matters that lie outside the DDA, such as the trade and trade policy 

implications of climate change mitigation, exchange rate management, food security, and energy 

security.  

Where to Spend the Next Million? Applying Impact Evaluation to Trade Assistance 

Olivier Cadot, Ana M. Fernandes, Julien Gourdon, and Aaditya Mattoo, eds. CEPR/ World Bank, 

2011. 

 

Trade policy has changed fundamentally since the days of structural adjustment and economy-wide 

trade reforms. Partly in reaction to the uneven results of trade policy reforms, the focus has shifted 

to more targeted interventions aimed at reducing trade costs and addressing market failures that 

inhibit exports. Significant national resources and international assistance are now devoted to trade 

facilitation and export promotion, and the international development community has galvanized 

around a new 'aid-for-trade' (AfT) mantra as a means of helping low-income countries integrate into 

the global economy. The rest of this chapter is organized as follows: in section two the report 

discusses the changing nature of trade policy. In section three the report reviews the available 

evidence on the impact of trade assistance. In section four the report considers a detailed menu of 

trade-related interventions and discusses the challenges to their evaluation. In section five the 

report addresses the data issues crucial to impact evaluation. Finally, in section six the report look at 

the future challenges to doing Independent Evaluation (IE) in trade assistance. 

The Political Economy of Agricultural Price Distortions 

Kym Anderson, ed. New York: Cambridge University Press, July 2011.  

Despite numerous policy reforms since the 1980s, farm product prices remain heavily distorted in 

both high-income and developing countries. This book seeks to improve our understanding of why 

societies adopted these policies, and why some but not other countries have undertaken reforms. 

Drawing on recent developments in political economy theories and in the generation of empirical 

measures of the extent of price distortions, the present volume provides both analytical narratives 

of the historical origins of agricultural protectionism in various parts of the world and a set of 

political econometric analyses aimed at explaining the patterns of distortions that have emerged 

over the past five decades. These new studies shed much light on the forces affecting incentives and 

those facing farmers in the course of national and global economic and political development. They 

also show how those distortions might change in the future. 

The International Financial Crisis: Have the Rules of Finance Changed? 

Asli Demirgüç-Kunt, Douglas D. Evanoff and George G. Kaufman, eds. New Jersey: World Scientific 

Publishing Company, January 2011. 

The recent global financial crisis has caused massive upheavals worldwide. The papers in this volume 

analyze whether financial principles seem to have shifted in recent years, and what that may mean 

for international financial markets and regulation. What “broke” in the current crisis? Is there no 

“playbook” on how to respond to systemic crises? What is the optimal role of the state in dealing 

with crises? How should asset bubbles be addressed in the future? Do we need a major overhaul of 

governance in the industry? What means exist to address systemic crises? What reforms are 

https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/handle/10986/16358
https://doi.org/10.1017/CBO9780511778964
https://doi.org/10.1142/7865
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needed? These and related issues are discussed by an impressive list of well-known scholars, 

policymakers and practitioners, with an emphasis on the implications for public policy. 

2010 

Food Prices and Rural Poverty 

Ataman Aksoy and Bernard Hoekman, eds. Washington, DC: World Bank; London: Centre for 

Economic Policy Research, January 2010.  

 

Economic development theorists and practitioners have long focused attention on the question of 

the impact of food prices on poverty in developing countries. The interest of policymakers in this 

issue has fluctuated over time, depending on the volatility of world prices and the state of the global 

business cycle. In the early 2000s, the poverty impacts of agricultural trade reforms became an 

important element of trade debates, reflecting the fact that the 2001 Doha round of World Trade 

Organization (WTO) negotiations had as one objective making the trading system more supportive of 

the economic development needs of poor countries and poor households in all countries. Many 

developing countries are net importers of food and were concerned that trade policy reforms may 

raise food prices, adversely affecting the terms of trade and the welfare of poor households, for 

whom food accounts for a significant share of total spending. The chapters in this volume review 

trends in international prices of key food commodities and agricultural trade patterns and balances 

at the country level, and assess the evidence concerning the sources of income and consumption 

patterns of poor households in developing countries. The design of appropriate policies at the 

national or international (World Trade Organization) level is not the major object of the analysis; 

instead the focus is more narrowly on assessing the potential effects of food price changes on poor 

households in a selection of developing countries for which household survey data are available. Our 

focus is on rural households, because these tend to be poorer than urban households, because it is 

already well known that the policies required to address the adverse impacts of higher food prices 

on the urban poor are short-term targeted transfers (Wodon and Zaman 2008), and because most of 

the second-round effects of agricultural price increases take place in rural areas. While there are 

agricultural households who live in urban areas, the bulk of food production originates in rural areas. 

Agricultural Price Distortions, Inequality, and Poverty 

Kym Anderson, John Cockburn, and Will Martin, eds. Washington, DC: World Bank, March 2010. 

For decades, the earnings from farming in many developing countries have been depressed because 

of a pro-urban, anti-agricultural bias in own-country policies and because governments in more well 

off countries are favoring their farmers by imposing import barriers and providing subsidies. These 

policies have reduced national and global economic welfare, inhibited economic growth, and added 

to inequality and poverty because no less than three-quarters of the billion poorest people in the 

world have been dependent directly or indirectly on farming for their livelihoods (World Bank 2007). 

The purpose of the rest of this chapter is to outline the analytical framework and the common 

empirical methodology adopted in the global and national case studies reported in subsequent 

chapters, to summarize and compare the modeling results from the global and national models, and 

to draw some general policy implications. The findings are based on three chapters (part two) that 

each use a global model to examine the effects of farm and nonfarm price and trade policies on 

http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/612501468154488885/Food-prices-and-rural-poverty
https://documents.worldbank.org/en/publication/documents-reports/documentdetail/234541468163160346/agricultural-price-distortions-inequality-and-poverty
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global poverty and the distribution of poverty within and across many of the countries identified, 

plus ten individual developing-country studies (parts three-five) spanning the three key regions: Asia 

(where nearly two-thirds of the world's poor live), Sub-Saharan Africa, and Latin America. 

Agricultural Price Distortions, Inequality and Poverty 

Kym Anderson, John Cockburn, and Will Martin, eds. Washington, DC: World Bank, March 2010. 

 

For decades, the earnings from farming in many developing countries have been depressed because 

of a pro-urban, anti-agricultural bias in own-country policies and because governments in more well-

off countries are favoring their farmers by imposing import barriers and providing subsidies. These 

policies have reduced national and global economic welfare, inhibited economic growth, and added 

to inequality and poverty because no less than three-quarters of the billion poorest people in the 

world have been dependent directly or indirectly on farming for their livelihoods (World Bank 2007). 

The purpose of the rest of this chapter is to outline the analytical framework and the common 

empirical methodology adopted in the global and national case studies reported in subsequent 

chapters, to summarize and compare the modeling results from the global and national models, and 

to draw some general policy implications. The findings are based on three chapters (part two) that 

each use a global model to examine the effects of farm and nonfarm price and trade policies on 

global poverty and the distribution of poverty within and across many of the countries identified, 

plus ten individual developing-country studies (parts three-five) spanning the three key regions: Asia 

(where nearly two-thirds of the world's poor live), Sub-Saharan Africa, and Latin America. 

Vulnerable Places, Vulnerable People: Trade Liberalization, Rural Poverty and the Environment 

Jonathan A. Cook, Owen Cylke, Donald F. Larson, John D. Nash, Pamela Stedman-Edwards, eds. 

Edward Elgar and World Bank, 2010. 

 

While some argue that trade liberalization has raised incomes and led to environmental protection 

in developing countries, others claim that it generates neither poverty reduction nor sustainability. 

The detailed case studies in this book demonstrate that neither interpretation is universally correct, 

given how much depends on specific policies and institutions that determine ‘on-the-ground’ 

outcomes. Drawing on research from six countries around the developing world, the book also 

presents the unique perspectives of researchers at both the world’s largest development 

organization (The World Bank) and the world’s largest conservation organization (World Wildlife 

Fund) on the debate over trade liberalization and its effects on poverty and the environment. 

Migration, Transfers and Economic Decision Making among Agricultural Households 

Benjamin David, Calogero Carletto, and Paul C. Winters, eds. Special Issue of Journal of Development 

Studies 46(1), Taylor & Francis Online, 2010. 

 

The increasing volume of remittances and public transfers in rural areas of the developing world has 

raised hopes that these inflows may serve as an effective mechanism for reducing poverty in the 

long term by facilitating investments and raising productivity, particularly in agriculture where 

market failures are most manifest. The seven papers in this special issue systematically test the 

relationship between transfers and productive spending amongst rural households in six different 

countries. Overall, the studies embrace a less optimistic view of the role of migration and public and 

https://documents.worldbank.org/en/publication/documents-reports/documentdetail/234541468163160346/agricultural-price-distortions-inequality-and-poverty
https://documents.worldbank.org/en/publication/documents-reports/documentdetail/234541468163160346/agricultural-price-distortions-inequality-and-poverty
https://www.e-elgar.com/shop/vulnerable-places-vulnerable-people
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/fjds20/46/1
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private transfers on agriculture, with migration as facilitating a transition away from agriculture or to 

models of less labour intensive agriculture. 

Innovations in Land Rights Recognition, Administration, and Governance 

Klaus W. Deininger, Clarissa Augustinus, Stig Enemark, and Paul Munro-Faure, eds. Washington, 

DC: World Bank, October 2010.  

 

The eight Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) form a blueprint that is agreed upon by all the 

world's countries and its leading development institutions. The first seven goals are mutually 

reinforcing and are directed at reducing poverty in all its forms. The last goal, global partnership for 

development, concerns the means to achieve the first seven. To track the progress in achieving the 

MDGs a framework of targets and indicators has been developed. This framework includes 18 

targets and 48 indicators enabling the ongoing monitoring of the progress that is reported annually 

(United Nations, or UN 2000). The contribution of land professionals to achieving the MDGs is 

central and vital. The provision of relevant geographic information in terms of mapping and 

databases of the built and natural environments, as well as providing secure tenure systems, 

systems for land valuation, land use management and land development are all key components of 

the MDGs. Land professionals have an important role in directing land administration systems in 

support of secure property rights, in particular for those who have traditionally been disadvantaged, 

of efficient land markets, and of effective land use management. These functions underpin 

development and innovation and support social justice, economic growth, and environmental 

sustainability. Simply no development will take place without having a spatial dimension, and no 

development will happen without the footprint of the land professionals. 

Innocent Bystanders: Developing Countries and the War on Drugs 

Philip E. Keefer, and Norman V. Loayza, eds. Washington, DC: World Bank, March 2010.    

 

Drug use and abuse is one of the most difficult challenges facing the contemporary world. If it is true 

that there has always been consumption of different types of drugs in different societies, although 

not in all of them, it is no less true that it generally took place in restricted, socially regulated realms, 

especially in ritualistic ceremonies. This is not the case today. Drug use has spread to all segments of 

society, with hedonistic motivations; although it is often not socially sanctioned, users are at times, 

depending on the drug, treated with leniency. It is well-established that all drugs are harmful to the 

health, even the legal ones, such as alcohol and tobacco, and that some drugs are more harmful, 

such as heroin and crack. The discussion of 'gateway drugs' is a medical issue on which there is no 

consensus. For the purposes of public policy design, the important thing to keep in mind is that 

drugs produce negative consequences for both users and societies in general, and that minimizing 

their consumption should be the main goal. The salient discussion, therefore, is about choosing 

among different strategies to achieve the same goal. Most of all, this book contributes to the debate 

by shedding light on the understanding of the economics and logistics of the drug market. 

 

Business Regulation and Economic Performance 

Norman V. Loayza, and Luis Serven, eds. Washington, DC: World Bank, January 2010. 

 

https://documents.worldbank.org/en/publication/documents-reports/documentdetail/999701468324864797/innovations-in-land-rights-recognition-administration-and-governance
https://documents.worldbank.org/en/publication/documents-reports/documentdetail/144831468154466729/innocent-bystanders-developing-countries-and-the-war-on-drugs
https://documents.worldbank.org/en/publication/documents-reports/documentdetail/144831468154466729/innocent-bystanders-developing-countries-and-the-war-on-drugs
https://documents.worldbank.org/en/publication/documents-reports/documentdetail/647141468324528897/business-regulation-and-economic-performance
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The objective of this volume is to document the patterns of business regulation across the world and 

review their impact on aggregate economic performance. The volume adopts a comparative cross-

regional perspective, with particular attention to Latin America. The research reported here focuses 

on establishing the analytical and empirical links between microeconomic regulatory policies on the 

one hand, and aggregate productivity, growth, and volatility on the other. Thus, the volume adds to 

a novel but increasingly influential line of policy-relevant research that seeks to understand 

macroeconomic phenomena from a microeconomic perspective. Such literature is still fairly scarce in 

the case of industrial countries, and virtually in its infancy for developing countries. To achieve this 

end, the volume combines a variety of methodological approaches-analytical and empirical, micro 

and macroeconomic, single- and cross-country-to an extent limited mainly by the availability of 

suitable data. Following this overview, the volume comprises six chapters that address the subject 

from different but complementary perspectives, providing a comprehensive exploration of the 

various channels through which business regulation affects growth, stability, and other key 

macroeconomic dimensions. 

2009 

Policy and Strategic Behavior in Water Resource Management 

Ariel Dinar and Jose Albiac, eds. Earthscan, 2009. 

 

Water resource management throughout the world is a very complicated issue, involving various 

aspects and dimensions and a well-coordinated set of policies. A well-designed water policy is a 

multi-faceted concerted intervention, which could be specific to just one set of political and 

physical socio-economic conditions. A framework to analyse the interaction between policy design 

and implementation can assist in improving both of these in various physical, economic and political 

situations. This book focuses on the interaction between policy making and strategic behaviour of 

policy makers, water users and other stakeholders, and how policy analysis and other analytical 

tools from the field of game theory and negotiation can improve policy design. The book presents 

analysis by high-level policy makers and policy analysts from various countries, to share experience 

regarding specific policy issues that are relevant to almost any country in the world, but may have 

been addressed differently in each country. 

 

Distortions to Agricultural Incentives: A Global Perspective, 1955-2007 

Kym Anderson, ed. Washington, DC: World Bank, January 2009. 

This book provides an overview of the evolution of distortions to agricultural incentives caused by 

price, trade, and exchange rate policies in a large sample of countries spanning the world. This 

chapter begins with a brief summary of the long history of national distortions to agricultural 

markets. It then outlines the methodology used to generate annual indicators of the extent of 

government interventions in markets, details of which are provided in Anderson et al. (2008a, 

2008b) and appendix A of this volume. A description of the economies being examined and their 

economic growth and structural changes over recent decades is then briefly presented as a preface 

to the main section of the chapter, in which the nominal rate of assistance (NRA) and consumer tax 

equivalent (CTE) estimates are summarized across regions and over the decades since the 1950s. 

These estimates are discussed in far more detail in the regional studies that follow, chapters two-

ten. A summary of an additional set of indicators of agricultural price distortions, presented in 

https://www.amazon.com/Policy-Strategic-Behaviour-Resource-Management/dp/1844076695
https://documents.worldbank.org/en/publication/documents-reports/documentdetail/929591468148150225/distortions-to-agricultural-incentives-a-global-perspective-1955-2007
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chapter eleven, is based on the trade restrictiveness index first developed by Anderson and Neary 

(2005). In chapter twelve, the focus shifts from countries to commodities, and various distortion 

indicators are used to provide a sense of how distorted each of the key farm commodity markets is 

globally. Chapter thirteen uses the study's NRA and CTE estimates to provide a new set of results 

from a global economy-wide model. It quantifies the impacts of reforms undertaken since the early 

1980s, and of the policies still in place as of 2004, on global markets, net farm incomes, and 

welfare. Finally, that chapter concludes by drawing on the lessons learned to speculate on the 

prospects for further reducing the disarray in world agricultural markets.  

Distortions to Agricultural Incentives in Asia 

Kym Anderson and Will Martin, eds. Washington, DC: World Bank, February 2009. 

  

This study is part of a global research project seeking to understand the changing scope and impact 

of the policy bias against agriculture and the reasons behind agricultural policy reforms in Africa, 

Europe's transition economies, Latin America and the Caribbean, and Asia. One purpose of the 

project is to obtain quantitative indicators of the effects of recent policy interventions. A second 

objective is to gain a deeper understanding of the political economy of trends in the distortions in 

agricultural incentives in various national settings. The third goal is to use this deeper 

understanding to explore the prospects for reducing the distortions in agricultural incentives and 

discover the likely implications for agricultural competitiveness, equality, and poverty reduction in 

many countries, large and small. This book provides an overview of the evolution of the distortions 

to agricultural incentives caused by price and trade policies in the World Bank-defined regions of 

East Asia and South Asia. The volume includes an introduction and summary chapter and 

commissioned studies of three Northeast Asian, five Southeast Asian, and four South Asian 

economies. The chapters are followed by two appendixes. The first appendix describes the 

methodology the authors have used to measure the nominal and relative rates of assistance for 

farmers and the taxes and subsidies on food consumption. The second appendix provides 

summaries of the author's annual estimates of these rates of assistance across the focus 

economies. Together, the 12 economies the authors study account for no less than 95 percent of 

the region's agricultural value added, farm households, total population, and total gross domestic 

product. 

Distortions to Agricultural Incentives in Africa 

Kym Anderson and William Martin, eds. Washington, DC: World Bank, February 2009. 

One of every two people in Sub-Saharan Africa survives on less than $1.25 a day. That proportion has 

changed little over the past three decades, unlike in Asia and elsewhere, so the region's share of 

global poverty has risen from one-tenth to almost one-third since 1980. About 70 percent of today's 

400 million poor Africans live in rural areas and depend directly or indirectly on farming for their 

livelihoods. While that rural share was even higher in the past, it means policies affecting the 

incentives for farmers to produce and sell farm products remain a major influence on the extent of 

Africa's poverty. The case studies help address questions such as the following: where is there still a 

policy bias against agricultural production? To what extent are some farmers now being protected 

from import competition? What are the political economic forces behind the more-successful 

reformers, and how do they compare with those in less-successful countries where major distortions 

in agricultural incentives remain? How important have domestic political forces been in bringing 

https://documents.worldbank.org/en/publication/documents-reports/documentdetail/604651468005702024/distortions-to-agricultural-incentives-in-asia
https://documents.worldbank.org/en/publication/documents-reports/documentdetail/673701468203650200/distortions-to-agricultural-incentives-in-africa
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about reform, as compared with international forces? What explains the cross commodity pattern of 

distortions within the agricultural sector of each country? What policy lessons and trade implications 

can be drawn from these differing experiences with a view to ensuring better growth-enhancing and 

poverty-reducing outcomes in the study's focus countries and in the region's other economies? 

 

2008 

A Symposium on Post-Conflict Transitions 

Ibrahim Ahmed Elbadawi, ed. A special issue, World Bank Economic Review 22(1), February 

2008. 

Transitioning from civil war to sustainable peace is complex. Success starts with basic transitions: 

from warfare to peacekeeping to ensure the security of a country and its communities; from 

large armies to public agencies of law and order to ensure the security of individuals and their 

property rights; from military- to civilian-dominated state institutions. These transitions are 

necessary to effectively manage aid and establish the policies and institutions needed for 

sustained and widely shared growth. 

The five articles of this symposium deal with postconflict transition. The articles address UN 

peacekeeping operations and the prospects for sustainable peace, the role of policy credibility in 

Game Theory and Policymaking in Natural Resources and the Environment  

Ariel Dinar, Jose Albiac, and Joaquin Sanchez-Soriano, eds. Routledge, September 2009. 

 

Game Theory has become one of the main analytical tools for addressing strategic issues in the field 

of economics and is increasing its influence in other fields of social sciences. With the increased level 

of extraction of natural resources and pollution of environments, game theory gains its place in the 

literature and it is more and more seen as a tool for policy makers and not only for theoreticians. 

 

The book is structured into four parts dealing with the management of natural resources, the 

negotiation aspects of water management, water allocation through pricing and markets, and how 

conflicts and regulation shape the management of the environment. The first part explores game 

theory concepts applied to fisheries and grazing lands, which are two important natural resources. In 

the next two parts, several game theory methodologies are considered in the negotiation approach 

to water management and approaches to water pricing and markets. The last section looks at 

environmental protection as the end process of the interplay between conflict and regulation. 

 

This book includes chapters by experts from developing and developed countries that apply game 

theory to actual issues in natural resources and the environment. As such the book is extremely 

useful for graduate students and technical experts interested in the sustainable management of 

natural resource and the environment. It is also relevant to all Game Theory and Environmental 

Economics students. 

 

Financial Globalisation, Risk Analysis and Risk Management 

Stijn Claessens, Asli Demirguc-Kunt, and Fariborz Moshirian, ed. Special Issue of Journal of Banking 

and Finance 33 (11): 1949-2174, November 2009. 

https://doi.org/10.1093/wber/lhn002
https://www.routledge.com/Game-Theory-and-Policy-Making-in-Natural-Resources-and-the-Environment/Dinar-Albiac-Sanchez-Soriano/p/book/9780415779937
http://econ.worldbank.org/external/default/main?authorMDK=99569&theSitePK=469382&pagePK=64214821&menuPK=64214916&piPK=64214942
https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/journal-of-banking-and-finance/vol/33/issue/11
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preventing war and promoting peace, country performance in the aftermath of civil war, and the 

consequences of aid for macrostability and growth. All of the articles analyze panel data of 

global samples of conflict and nonconflict countries covering at least 30 years, drawing on 

extensive new evidence on postconflict economies. 

Courting Social Justice: Judicial Enforcement of Social and Economic Rights in the Developing 

World 

Varun Gauri and David M. Brinks, eds. New York: Cambridge University Press, July 2008.  

 

This book is a five-country empirical study of the causes and consequences of social and 

economic rights litigation. Detailed studies of Brazil, India, Indonesia, Nigeria, and South Africa 

present systematic and nuanced accounts of court activity on social and economic rights in each 

country. The book develops new methodologies for analyzing the sources of and variation in 

social and economic rights litigation, explains why actors are now turning to the courts to 

enforce social and economic rights, measures the aggregate impact of litigation in each country, 

and assesses the relevance of the empirical findings for legal theory. This book argues that 

courts can advance social and economic rights under the right conditions precisely because they 

are never fully independent of political pressures. 

Access to Finance  

Thorsten Beck and Asli Demirgüç-Kunt, ed. Special Issue of World Bank Economic Review 22(3), 

October 2008.  

Recent data compilations show that many poor and nonpoor people in many developing 

countries face a high degree of financial exclusion and high barriers in access to finance. Theory 

and empirical evidence point to the critical role that improved access to finance has in 

promoting growth and reducing income inequality. An extensive literature shows the channels 

through which finance promotes enterprise growth and improves aggregate resource allocation. 

There is less evidence at the household level, however, and on the effectiveness of policies to 

overcome financial exclusion. The article summarizes recent efforts to measure and analyze the 

impact of access to finance and discusses the unfinished research agenda. 

Data Against Natural Disasters: Establishing Effective Systems for Relief, Recovery, and 

Reconstruction 

Samia Amin and Markus Goldstein, eds. Washington, DC: World Bank, August 2008. 

 

Data against natural disasters makes a valuable contribution to our understanding of the 

conditions and actions necessary for establishing effective disaster management information 

systems. The volume's introductory chapters outline the data needs that arise at different stages 

in disaster response and explore the humanitarian community's efforts to discover more 

effective mechanisms. These overviews are preceded by an introduction that summarizes some 

of the key lessons one may derive from the six country (Guatemala, Haiti, Indonesia, 

Mozambique, Pakistan, and Sri Lanka) case studies that constitute the rest of the volume. These 

six case studies examine country-level efforts to establish information management systems to 

coordinate disaster response. Not all of the attempts proved successful, but they included 

important technical and institutional innovations that are worthy of study. Collectively, they 

https://www.cambridge.org/core/books/courting-social-justice/8C8B90D497BB29535846FFFCFE733254
https://www.cambridge.org/core/books/courting-social-justice/8C8B90D497BB29535846FFFCFE733254
https://doi.org/10.1093/wber/lhn021
http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/285801468314983148/Data-against-natural-disasters-establishing-effective-systems-for-relief-recovery-and-reconstruction
http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/285801468314983148/Data-against-natural-disasters-establishing-effective-systems-for-relief-recovery-and-reconstruction
http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/285801468314983148/Data-against-natural-disasters-establishing-effective-systems-for-relief-recovery-and-reconstruction
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yield important lessons both for forward-thinking countries seeking ex ante disaster 

preparedness and for humanitarian responders hoping to implement good systems quickly after 

calamities have struck. 

Distortions to Agricultural Incentives in Europe’s Transition Economies 

Kym Anderson and Johan Swinnen, eds. Washington, DC: World Bank, June 2008. 

 

The main purpose of this study is to assess the changing landscape of agricultural protection and 

taxation patterns in the region. The study is based on the EU-10 sample, plus Turkey, as well as 

seven countries in the Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS): Kazakhstan, the Kyrgyz 

Republic, the Russian Federation, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Ukraine, and Uzbekistan (the CIS-7). 

In 2000-04, these countries accounted for 89 percent of the region's agricultural value added, 91 

percent of the population, and 95 percent of total gross domestic product (GDP). In agricultural 

subsidy and trade policy, analyses of politically feasible reforms or policy options for coping with 

structural changes (such as the current boom in energy raw material prices that has intersectoral 

Dutch disease effects) need to be based on a clear understanding of the recent and current 

extent of policy interventions and the political and economic forces behind the evolution of 

these interventions. The second purpose of this study is thus to improve our understanding of 

the political economy of distortions in agricultural incentives in countries in the region. Based on 

this better understanding, the study's third purpose is to explore the prospects for additional 

reductions in the distortions in agricultural incentives and their implications for the agricultural 

competitiveness and trade of countries in the region.  

A Symposium on Access to Finance 

Thorsten Beck and Asli Demirguc-Kunt, eds. The World Bank Economic Review 22 (3), 2008.  

This issue summarizes recent efforts to measure and analyze the impact of access to finance and 

discusses the unfinished research agenda.  

Deposit Insurance around the World: Issues of Design and Implementation 

Asli Demirguc-Kunt, Edward Kane, and Luc Laeven, eds.  Cambridge, Mass.: MIT Press, 2008. 

 

Drawing on an original cross-country dataset on deposit insurance systems, an assessment of 

the impact of deposit insurance on banking outcomes and the policy implications for developing 

countries. Explicit deposit insurance (DI) is widely held to be a crucial element of modern 

financial safety nets. For this reason, establishing a DI system is frequently recommended by 

outside experts to countries undergoing reform. Predictably, DI systems have proliferated in the 

developing world. The number of countries offering explicit deposit guarantees rose from 

twenty in 1980 to eighty-seven by the end of 2003. This book challenges the wisdom of 

encouraging countries to adopt DI without first repairing observable weaknesses in their 

institutional environment. The evidence and analysis presented confirm that many countries 

would do well to delay the installation of a DI system. Analysis shows that many existing DI 

systems are not adequately designed to control possible DI-induced risk taking by financial 

institutions, and the book provides advice on principles of good design for those countries in the 

process of adopting or reforming their DI systems. Empirical evidence on the efficiency of real-

world DI systems has been scarce, and analysis has focused on the experience of developed 

https://documents.worldbank.org/en/publication/documents-reports/documentdetail/185911468249642038/distortions-to-agricultural-incentives-in-europes-transition-economies
https://academic.oup.com/wber/issue/22/3
https://mitpress.mit.edu/books/deposit-insurance-around-world
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countries. The contributors to this book draw on an original cross-country dataset on DI systems 

and design features to examine the impact of DI on banking behavior and assess the policy 

complications that emerge in developing countries. Chapters covers decisions about DI adoption, 

design, and pricing, and review individual country experiences with DI—including issues raised 

by the EU's DI directive, banking reform in Russia, and policy efforts to protect depositors in 

China. Recent bank runs on loss-making banks in Germany and the U.K. have pushed the issues 

of DI systems back to the center of debates on regulatory policy in both developing and 

industrialized countries. The guiding principles identified in this book can contribute powerfully 

to that debate. 

Climate Change and Agriculture in Africa: Impact Assessment and Adaptation Strategies 

Ariel Dinar, Rashid Hassan, Robert Mendelsohn, and James Benhin, eds.   

Routledge/Taylor & Francis, July 2008.  

 

This landmark book encompasses a comprehensive assessment of the potential economic 

impacts of future climate change, and the value of adaptation measures in Africa for different 

zones, regions, countries and farm types. Researchers developed and applied multiple analytical 

procedures to assess quantitatively how climate affects current agricultural systems in Africa, 

enabling them to predict how these systems may be affected in the future by climate change 

under various global warming scenarios, and suggesting what role adaptation could play.  

 

The study is the first to combine spatially referenced household survey data with climatic data at 

both national and international levels. This book provides vital knowledge about the impacts of 

climate change on Africa, serving as a guide to policy intervention strategies and investment in 

adaptation measures. It makes a major contribution to the analysis of climate change impacts 

and developing adaptation strategies, especially in the highly vulnerable farming communities in 

the developing world. 

A Symposium on Post-Conflict Transitions 

Ibrahim Ahmed Elbadawi, ed. A special issue of World Bank Economic Review 21(1), 2008.  

Terrorism, Political Openness and Economic Development  

Philip E. Keefer and Norman V. Loayza, eds. Cambridge University Press, 2008.  

 

Eight papers examine the economic fiscal costs of terrorism and the response to terrorism. 

Papers discuss economic consequences of terrorism in developed and developing countries--an 

overview; the costs of responding to the terrorist threats--the U.S. case; understanding the 

economic role in transnational terrorism; globalization, democratization, and terrorism; a cross-

country study of the origins and targets of terrorism; terrorism and civil war; the political, 

economic, and organizational sources of terrorism; and economics and terrorism--what we 

know, what we should know, and the data we need. Keefer and Loayza are Lead Research 

Economists in the Development Research Group of the World Bank. Index. 

Development in Karnataka: Challenges of Equity, Governance and Empowerment 

Vijayendra Rao, Ravi Kanbur, and Gopal Kadekodi, eds. Delhi: Academic Foundation Press, 

January 2008. 

https://doi.org/10.4324/9781849770767
https://academic.oup.com/wber/issue/22/1
http://www.cambridge.org/us/catalogue/catalogue.asp?isbn=9780521887588
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Development-Karnataka-Challenges-Governance-Empowerment/dp/8171886191
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Bringing together contributions from leading scholars, this volume examines the singularly 

innovative strategy that has been dubbed the ""Karnataka Model"" of development - one fueled 

by technological growth and local government reform. Founded 50 years ago, the Indian state of 

Karnataka has come to embody the challenges and contradictions inherent in a country where 

gender inequality and regional disparities abound. This collection of astute observations and 

perspectives provides researchers and policy makers worldwide with invaluable lessons on the 

trials all rapidly growing nations would be wise to study. 

Public Finance in China: Reform and Growth for a Harmonious Society  

Shuilin Wang and Jiwei Lou, eds. Washington, DC: World Bank, January 2008. 

 

This publication focuses on public finance, development economics, and the Chinese economy. 

The government will focus on the public good aspects of education and training-compulsory 

education and some aspects of higher education and training. The publication encourages seven 

reforms including raising government expenditure on education to four percent of gross 

domestic product (GDP), and ensuring that all children actually receive nine years of basic 

education. Improving and widening access to medical care, especially for the rural population. 

The target is to extend the cooperative medical scheme to 80 percent of the rural population 

from the current coverage rate of just over 20 percent. China has sufficient fiscal resources to 

afford the level and type of spending commensurate with a harmonious society. This 

reallocation of resources can be done only gradually. It must go hand in hand with a better 

specification of roles and functions of the various levels of China and stronger mechanisms for 

accountability, to ensure that poorer local governments use the resources given to them. 

Social Exclusion and Mobility in Brazil 

Michael Woolcock and Estanislao Gacitua-Mario, eds. Washington, DC: World Bank, January 

2008. 

 

This book examines issues related to reducing inequality in Brazil. As the volume's editors assert 

with authority, the current national political climate in Brazil provides an unprecedented space 

for discussing this topic. Among the several investigations that have looked at exclusion and 

social mobility in Brazil, very few have presented as much empirical evidence as the studies 

included in this volume. In addition to reviewing the pertinent literature, Social Exclusion and 

Mobility in Brazil examines the changing income dynamics among homogeneous groups over a 

20-year period. The analysis points to factors-such as ethnicity, education, gender, occupation, 

and location-that affect the probability that a group will remain in the situation of poverty. The 

volume also examines Brazilians' perceptions of these circumstances and the cultural values that 

make coexistence possible given very high levels of inequality and low levels of mobility. It 

reveals that Brazilians expect the state-and only the state-to create mechanisms capable of 

transforming this situation. This volume presents a set of recommendations for discussion by 

citizens, academics, and policy makers. These topics include improving labor market equality and 

increasing access to assets; improving the social security system; supporting the formation of 

human capital, particularly among youth; reducing discrimination based on characteristics such 

as race and gender; and strengthening citizenship and participation.  

https://documents.worldbank.org/en/publication/documents-reports/documentdetail/255771468216279403/public-finance-in-china-reform-and-growth-for-a-harmonious-society
https://documents.worldbank.org/en/publication/documents-reports/documentdetail/551501468227638533/social-exclusion-and-mobility-in-brazil
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Accelerating Catch-up: Tertiary Education for Growth in Sub-Saharan Africa 

Shahid Yusuf and William Saint, eds. Washington, DC: World Bank, October 2008. 

 

This report argues that if a growth surge is to evolve into a virtuous spiral that stimulates even 

higher and sustained growth rates in a substantial number of African countries, a significant 

increase in investment in physical and human capital is needed over an extended period. This 

report stresses that there is an urgent need for countries in Sub-Sahara Africa to acquire the 

capabilities that will spawn new industries that create more productive jobs, multiple linkages, 

and a wider range of exports. This volume lucidly spells out the case for more knowledge-

intensive growth, which demands increasing attention to secondary and, most important, 

postsecondary education. Despite rising enrollment in tertiary-level institutions, the numbers of 

students graduating are pitifully small. And despite reform efforts, the quality remains well 

below par. However, change for the better is in the air, and improved economic prospects 

provide both the resources and the opportunity to forge ahead. The need for urgency, the 

pathways to skills-based development, and the policies that African countries can marshal in 

order to generate tertiary-level skills are all given their due in this thoughtful and timely book. 

Against a backdrop of changed circumstances, the World Bank recognizes the need to update its 

understanding of tertiary education in Africa, defines its current views on this matter, and offers 

technical support on this topic to its collaborating governments and development partners. The 

present study seeks to fulfill this purpose. It provides a justification for African and donor 

investments in tertiary education within the context of a globally competitive knowledge 

economy, and suggests likely focus areas for this financing. But it does not pretend to offer a 

comprehensive assessment of tertiary education in Africa, an overall agenda for its reform, or a 

new policy statement by the Bank itself. Rather, the study strives to share contemporary insights 

and experience regarding the relationship between human resource development and economic 

growth. 

Growing Industrial Clusters in Asia: Serendipity and Science 

Shahid Yusuf, Kaoru Nabeshima, and Shoichi Yamashita, eds. Washington, DC: World Bank, 

March 2008.   

 

Can clusters be made to order? By Shahid Yusuf. Lessons from the development of silicon valley 

and its entrepreneurial support network for Japan by Martin Kenney. The emergence of Hsinchu 

science park as an IT cluster by Tain-Jy Chen. Coping with globalization of production networks 

and digital convergence: the challenge of ICT cluster development in Singapore by Poh-Kam 

Wong. Bangalore cluster: evolution, growth, and challenges by Rakesh Basant. ICT clusters and 

industrial restructuring in the Republic of Korea: the case of Seoul by Sam Ock Park. Constructing 

jurisdictional advantage in a mature economy: the case of Kitakyushu, Japan by Maryann P. 

Feldman. Kitakyushu: desperately seeking clusters by Kaoru Nabeshima and Shoichi Yamashita. 

Environment for Development: Breakthrough to Mainstream (in Chinese) 

Guomei Zhou and Hua Wang, eds. Beijing: China Environmental Science Press, August 2008.  

2007 

https://documents.worldbank.org/en/publication/documents-reports/documentdetail/305471468202164066/accelerating-catch-up-tertiary-education-for-growth-in-sub-saharan-africa
https://documents.worldbank.org/en/publication/documents-reports/documentdetail/340261468001809027/growing-industrial-clusters-in-asia-serendipity-and-science


 

24 | P a g e  
 

Volatility and Growth: A Symposium 

Loayza, Norman V., ed. World Bank Economic Review 21(3), 2007. 

 

Fiscal Policy, Stabilization and Growth: Prudence or Abstinence?  

Luis Serven, Guillermo E. Perry, and Rodrigo Suescún, eds. Washington, DC: World Bank, July 

2007. 

This volume covers the conduct of fiscal policy in Latin America, and its consequences for 

macroeconomic stability and long-term growth. The volume's chapters examine different 

aspects of these problems, ranging from the purely economic to the institutional and political 

economy dimensions. The book is organized as follows. This chapter offers an integrated 

overview of the themes covered in the rest of the volume. The chapter guides the reader 

through the rest of the volume, but it has been written as a self-standing essay for the benefit of 

those readers who may not have the time to indulge in the details of every chapter. The rest of 

the volume is organized in two parts. The first part deals with the pro-cyclical bias of fiscal policy, 

and the second part with the anti-investment bias of fiscal discipline -- popularly (albeit 

somewhat confusingly) known as the fiscal space problem. The rest of this introductory chapter 

consists of four sections. Section II examines recent trends in fiscal policy in the region and 

introduces the two main themes of the book. Sections III and IV present an overview of the 

topics covered in the two parts of the book, as well as the conclusions of the corresponding 

chapters. Section V summarizes the implications for future fiscal analysis and policy 

management. 

Distortions to Agricultural Incentives in Latin America 

Kym Anderson and Alberto Valdes, eds. Washington, DC: World Bank, December 2007. 

 

This study is part of a global research project seeking to understand the extent and effects of the 

reduction in policy biases, and the reasons behind the reforms in Asia, Africa, and Europe's 

transition economies as well as in Latin American and the Caribbean. That is, the first main 

purpose is to obtain quantitative indicators of past and recent policy interventions. The second is 

to understand better the political economy of distortions to agricultural incentives in different 

national settings. With that better understanding, the study's third purpose is to explore 

prospects for further reducing distortions to agricultural incentives and likely implications for 

agricultural competitiveness and trade of the different Latin American countries. This Latin 

American study is based on a sample of eight countries, comprising the Dominican Republic as 

the largest Caribbean economy, Nicaragua as the poorest country in Central America, Colombia 

and Ecuador as two of the poorest South America tropical countries, and the big four economies 

of Argentina, Brazil, Chile and Mexico. Together these countries in 2000-04 accounted for 78 

percent of the region's population, 80 percent of its agricultural value added, and 84 percent of 

total gross domestic product (GDP) in Latin America. 

Are You Being Served? New Tools for Measuring Service Delivery 

Samia Amin, Jishnu Das, and Markus Goldstein, eds.  Washington, DC: World Bank, December 

2007. 

 

https://academic.oup.com/wber/issue/21/3
https://documents.worldbank.org/en/publication/documents-reports/documentdetail/590511468046774322/fiscal-policy-stabilization-and-growth-prudence-or-abstinence
https://documents.worldbank.org/en/publication/documents-reports/documentdetail/518211468170062688/distortions-to-agricultural-incentives-in-latin-america
https://documents.worldbank.org/en/publication/documents-reports/documentdetail/508001468139502892/are-you-being-served-new-tools-for-measuring-services-delivery
https://documents.worldbank.org/en/publication/documents-reports/documentdetail/508001468139502892/are-you-being-served-new-tools-for-measuring-services-delivery
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This volume provides an overview of a range of tools for measuring service delivery and offers 

valuable lessons on the opportunities and constraints practitioners face in measuring 

performance. The authors investigate country cases using data from a range of sources in a 

variety of contexts. Their experiences yield important insights on how to avoid pitfalls, what 

practices to improve, and how to learn the most from the data at hand. Taken together, those 

lessons represent an important step in strengthening accountability and governance so as to 

enhance service delivery. Empirical investigations of the relationship between particular 

characteristics of the public provisioning of goods and services at the local level and the 

characteristics of the localities receiving these goods and services may help us understand the 

impact of policy and learn to design more effective public interventions. Monitoring data are an 

integral part of the process of learning about the performance of any social program. Many 

impact evaluations of social programs assume that the interventions occur at specified launch 

dates and produce equal and constant changes in conditions among eligible beneficiary groups. 

A Handbook of International Trade in Services 

Aaditya Mattoo, Robert M. Stern, and Gianni Zanini, eds. Oxford University Press, 2007. 

 

This book aims to improve understanding of the economic implications of services trade, 

liberalization, regulatory reforms, and international negotiations. It discusses the basic 

economics of services trade, cross-sectoral domestic policy issues, and the international 

negotiating framework, as well as data sources and measures of services trade barriers. It 

addresses how services reform — including in banking and the broader financial sector, in 

health, and in key infrastructure sectors such as telecommunications and transport — can 

promote efficiency, economic growth, and poverty reduction. The book points out that the 

benefits of services liberalization may be diminished by flaws in reform programs, such as 

inadequate efforts to introduce competition; failure to strengthen regulation or institute policies 

that ensure that the poor have access to services in liberalized markets; inappropriate 

sequencing of reforms; and inadequate foreign assistance to help implement reforms. The 

ongoing GATS negotiations in the Doha Development Round could help achieve reciprocal 

liberalization, lend credibility to reform, and help mobilize external assistance to support reform. 

There may also be greater scope for achieving deeper integration of particular services sectors, 

and for greater cooperation on temporary migration (mode 4) under regional or bilateral 

agreements. 

Services Trade and Development: The Experience of Zambia 

Mattoo, Aaditya, and Lucy Payton, eds. Washington, DC: World Bank and Palgrave Macmillan, 

January 2007. 

 

Some see trade in services as irrelevant to the development agenda for least developed 

countries (LDCs). Others see few benefits from past market openings by LDCs. This book debunks 

both views. It finds that serious imperfections in Zambia's reform of services trade deprived the 

country of significant benefits and diminished faith in liberalization. What is to be done? Move 

aggressively and consistently to eliminate barriers to entry and competition. Develop and 

enforce regulations to deal with market failures. And implement proactive policies to widen the 

access of firms, farms, and consumers to services of all kinds. These lessons from Zambia are 

https://www.oxfordscholarship.com/view/10.1093/acprof:oso/9780199235216.001.0001/acprof-9780199235216
https://documents.worldbank.org/en/publication/documents-reports/documentdetail/460571468334254605/services-trade-and-development-the-experience-of-zambia
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applicable to all LDCs. In all this, international agreements can help. But to succeed, LDCs 

mustcommit to open markets and their trading partners must provide assistance for 

complementary reforms. Zambia, which leads the LDC group at the World Trade Organization, 

can show the way. 

 

International Migration, Economic Development and Policy 

Maurice Schiff and Caglar Ozden, eds. Washington, DC: World Bank, January 2007. 

 

This volume reflects the expansion of the World Bank Research Program on International 

Migration and Development into new substantive and geographic areas. It presents a new global 

migration database and includes studies of the determinants and impact of return and circular 

migration, the impact of the flow of ideas on fertility, host country policies and their impact on 

immigrants, and the impact of international migration and remittances on poverty and other 

development indicators. The studies cover countries from Latin America, North Africa, South 

Asia, the South Pacific, and Western Europe, and show that the impact of migration on 

education and health tends to benefit girls more than boys, that its impact on labor force 

participation tends to be stronger for women than men, that return migrants tend to do better 

than non-migrants, and that fertility has tended to decline in countries whose migration has 

been to the West and has failed to do so in countries whose migration has been to the Gulf. The 

purpose of the case studies is to illustrate and clarify many theoretical mechanisms and to 

advance understanding of the impact of different migration policies, given that introducing 

policy variables in econometric regressions is generally difficult. Each study in this volume aims 

to answer a variety of development- and policy-related questions using the most appropriate of 

these three methodologies. These empirical studies and analyses include exploration of some 

novel hypotheses; they are also new in terms of the topics selected and the regions/ countries 

examined. 

Global Trade and Poor Nations: The Poverty Impacts and Policy Implications of Liberalization 

Bernard Hoekman and Marcelo Olarreaga, eds. Washington DC: Brookings Institution, July 2007. 

 

This thoughtful volume assesses the likely impact of reformed trade policies on the poorest of 

the poor—those on the bottom economic rungs in developing nations. The focus on a spectrum 

of poor nations across different regions provides some helpful and hopeful guidelines regarding 

the likely impacts of a global trade reform, agreed upon under the auspices of the World Trade 

Organization, as well as the impact of such reforms on economic development. In order to 

facilitate lesson-drawing across different regions, each country study utilizes a similar 

methodology. They combine information on trade policy at the product level with income and 

consumption data at the household level, thus capturing effects both on the macro level and in 

individual households where development policies ideally should improve day-to-day life. This 

uniformity of research approach across the country studies allows for a deeper and more robust 

comparison of results. 

https://documents.worldbank.org/en/publication/documents-reports/documentdetail/690611468315560611/international-migration-economic-development-and-policy
https://www.brookings.edu/book/global-trade-and-poor-nations/


 

27 | P a g e  
 

Global Trade Liberalization and Poor Countries: The Poverty Impacts and Policy Implications of 

Liberalization 

Marcelo Olarreaga and Bernard M. Hoekman, eds. Brookings Institution Press, July 2007.   

 

This thoughtful volume assesses the likely impact of reformed trade policies on the poorest of 

the poor—those on the bottom economic rungs in developing nations. The focus on a spectrum 

of poor nations across different regions provides some helpful and hopeful guidelines regarding 

the likely impacts of a global trade reform, agreed upon under the auspices of the World Trade 

Organization, as well as the impact of such reforms on economic development. In order to 

facilitate lesson-drawing across different regions, each country study utilizes a similar 

methodology. They combine information on trade policy at the product level with income and 

consumption data at the household level, thus capturing effects both on the macro level and in 

individual households where development policies ideally should improve day-to-day life. This 

uniformity of research approach across the country studies allows for a deeper and more robust 

comparison of results. 

Dancing with Giants: China, India and the Global Economy 

L. Alan Winters and Shahid Yusuf, eds. Washington, DC: World Bank, January 2007. 

Document also available in : Vietnamese, Spanish 

 

This report takes a dispassionate and critical look at the rise of China and India, and asks 

questions about this growth: Where is it occurring? Who is benefiting most? Is it sustainable? 

And what are the implications for the rest of the world? The book considers whether the giants' 

growth will be seriously constrained by weaknesses in governance, growing inequality, and 

environmental stresses, and it concludes that this need not occur. However, it does suggest that 

the Chinese and Indian authorities face important challenges in keeping their investment 

climates favorable, their inequalities at levels that do not undermine growth, and their air and 

water quality at acceptable levels. The authors also consider China's and India's interactions with 

the global trading and financial systems and their impact on the global commons, particularly 

with regard to climate. The book finds that the giants' growth and trade offer most countries 

opportunities to gain economically. However, many countries will face strong adjustment 

pressure in manufacturing, particularly those with competing exports and especially if the giants' 

technical progress is strongly export- enhancing. For a few countries, mainly in Asia, these 

pressures could outweigh the economic benefits of larger markets in, and cheaper imports from, 

the giants; and the growth of those countries over the next fifteen years will be slightly lower as 

a result. The giants will contribute to the increase in world commodity and energy prices but 

they are not the principal cause of higher oil prices. The giants' emissions of CO2 will grow 

strongly, especially if economic growth is not accompanied by steps to enhance energy 

efficiency. At present, a one-time window of opportunity exists for achieving substantial 

efficiency improvements if ambitious current and future investment plans embody appropriate 

standards. Moreover, doing so will not be too costly or curtail growth significantly. From their 

relatively small positions at present, the giants will emerge as significant players in the world 

financial system as they grow and liberalize. Rates of reserve asset accumulation likely will slow, 

and emerging pressures will encourage China to reduce its current account surplus. 

https://www.brookings.edu/book/global-trade-and-poor-nations/
https://www.brookings.edu/book/global-trade-and-poor-nations/
https://documents.worldbank.org/en/publication/documents-reports/documentdetail/344901468004169716/dancing-with-the-giants-china-india-and-the-global-economy
https://documents.worldbank.org/en/publication/documents-reports/documentdetail/000333037_20080219022411
https://documents.worldbank.org/en/publication/documents-reports/documentdetail/000333038_20080219045226
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The International Migration of Women 

Maurice Schiff, Andrew R. Morrison, and Mirja Channa Sjoblom, eds. Washington, DC: World 

Bank, November 2007. 

 

Women now account for nearly half of all international migration. Theoretical and empirical 

models that omit gendered determinants and impacts of migration are missing key elements of 

the story. Women's roles in destination labor markets and in remittance flows-to cite just two 

examples-are crucial to understanding the development impacts of international migration. This 

volume surveys the state of our knowledge and provides new research on the gendered 

determinants and impacts of migration and remittances as well as on the patterns of labor 

market participation of women migrants. It also sketches a road map for future research on 

gender and international migration. This research on women and international migration 

illustrates the type of analytical work that can shape policies to economically empower women 

migrants as well as women left behind by male migration. It is authors' hope that such analysis 

will lead to policies that boost productivity, raise incomes, and improve welfare in both sending 

and receiving countries. This volume addresses several issues. The introductory chapter provides 

an overview of the volume; it includes a description of methodology, data, main results, and 

conclusions from the six remaining chapters. The second chapter reviews the existing research 

on gender and international migration and can be considered a starting point for the remaining 

chapters. The third chapter focuses on the gendered determinants of migration and remittances 

in rural Mexico, an important sending country. The following two chapters (chapters 4 and 5) 

address the impact of migration and remittances on sending countries and provide analysis of 

household- level data from Ghana and Mexico. Chapter 6 turns to the labor market participation 

and performance of female migrants in a major destination country, the United States. The 

volume concludes with a forward-looking chapter that summarizes the major findings, links 

those to migration policy, and outlines some of the important research and policy issues that 

need to be addressed in the future.  

2006    

The WTO’s Core Rules and Disciplines. 2 vols 

Kym Anderson, Bernard Hoekman, eds. Cheltenham, UK: Edward Elgar, 2006 

 

The development of the modern global trading system has been extremely rapid – and not 

without controversy. The WTO (and its precursor, the GATT) have provided not only a set of 

multilateral rules and disciplines but also a forum for negotiation and a legal mechanism to 

settle trade-related disputes. 

 

This important two-volume collection includes key papers that provide a pertinent historical 

perspective as well as addressing the current and future issues that confront the trading system. 

The first volume focuses on the need for and genesis of multilateral trade rules and disciplines, 

and also examines the core non-discrimination rules. The second volume looks at reciprocity 

rules; the notification and surveillance of trade policy; the modalities for negotiating market 

access; and the difficulty in converting non-tariff trade measures into tariffs. 

 

https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/handle/10986/6804
https://www.e-elgar.com/shop/usd/the-wto-s-core-rules-and-disciplines-9781845421885.html
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The WTO and Government Procurement 

Simon Evenett, Bernard Hoekman, eds.  Cheltenham: Edward Elgar, 2006. 

 

This volume is a careful selection of the leading legal and economic papers analysing 

international discrimination in government purchasing. It also includes the WTO agreement that 

seeks to curb such discrimination. Studies of individual country experiences are also featured, 

adding a practical dimension to what often appears to be a narrow technical debate. This 

authoritative and wide-ranging volume will provide trade negotiators, other government officials 

including purchasing officers, and scholars with a thorough grounding so as to effectively assess 

proposals for further international rules on government procurement practices, be they in 

bilateral, regional, or multilateral arenas. 

 

Trade Policy and WTO Accession for Development in Russia and the CIS: A Handbook  

David Tarr, ed. Moscow: Ves Mir, 2006. 

 

This paper is the introduction and summary chapter of the 43 chapter volume entitled Handbook 

of Trade Policy and WTO Accession for Development in Russia and the CIS. The key policy 

conclusions of each of the chapters are highlighted in this paper. The Handbook will be 

published only in Russian in 2005, but an English language version of the majority of the papers 

described here is available on the website www.worldbank.org/trade/russia-wto. This paper first 

explains the potential importance of World Trade Organization (WTO) accession as a 

development tool, and discusses the recent successful development models and the role of 

trade policy in their development. The paper then summarizes the three parts of the Handbook. 

The first part treats trade policy (with applications to Russia and the Commonwealth of 

Independent States [CIS]). The second part treats World Trade Organization institutions and 

disciplines, again with Russia and CIS applications. And the third part focuses on various aspects 

of the impact of WTO accession on Russia. The numerous papers that relate trade policy and 

WTO accession to experience in Russia and the CIS are likely to be of special interest to native 

English speakers, since these papers are new to the literature. The papers in the Handbook are 

intended to be non-technical materials accessible to a wide policy audience. The Handbook 

forms the basis of a World Bank Institute course on trade policy and WTO accession, which has 

been delivered and will be delivered again on multiple occasions. 

International Migration, Remittances and the Brain Drain 

Caglar Ozden, Maurice Schiff, eds. World Bank and Palgrave Macmillan, January 2006. 

 

Knowledge of the economic effects of migration, especially its impact on economic 

development, is rather limited. In order to expand knowledge on migration, and identify policies 

and reforms that would lead to superior development outcomes, this volume presents the 

results of a first set of studies carried out on the subject. Current demographic trends in both 

developed and developing countries are pointing toward significant, potential economic gains 

from migration. The labor forces in many developed countries are expected to peak around 

2010, and decline by around 5 percent in the following two decades, accompanied by a rapid 

increase in dependency ratios. Conversely, the labor forces in many developing countries are 

https://www.e-elgar.com/shop/usd/the-wto-and-government-procurement-9781845426002.html
https://www.e-elgar.com/shop/usd/the-wto-and-government-procurement-9781845426002.html
https://documents.worldbank.org/en/publication/documents-reports/documentdetail/828961468093275108/introduction-and-summary-to-the-handbook-of-trade-policy-and-wto-accession-for-development-in-russia-and-the-cis
https://documents.worldbank.org/en/publication/documents-reports/documentdetail/426881468127174713/international-migration-remittances-and-the-brain-drain


 

30 | P a g e  
 

expanding rapidly, resulting in declines in dependency ratios. This imbalance is likely to create 

strong demand for workers in developed countries' labor markets, especially for numerous 

service sectors that can only be supplied locally. There are large north-south wage gaps, 

however, especially for unskilled and semiskilled labor. Part 1 of this book, Migration and 

Remittances, examines the determinants of migration, and the impact of migration and 

remittances on various development indicators, and measures of welfare. Among these are 

poverty and inequality; investments in education, health, housing and other productive 

activities; entrepreneurship; and child labor and education. It focuses on different source 

countries, use data collected via different methodologies, and employ different econometric 

tools. Their results, however, are surprisingly consistent. Part 2, Brain Drain, Brain Gain, Brain 

Waste, focuses on issues related to the migration of skilled workers, that is, the brain drain. It 

presents the most extensive database on bilateral skilled migration to date, and also examines a 

number of issues associated with the brain drain, that have not been emphasized in the 

literature so far, uncovers a number of interesting and unexpected patterns, and, provides 

answers to some of the debates. This volume deals essentially with economically motivated 

south-north migration, whose principal cause is, in most cases, the difference in (the present 

value of) expected real wages, adjusted for migration costs. 

Natural Resources, Neither Curse nor Destiny 

Daniel Lederman and William F. Maloney, eds. Washington, DC: World Bank: Stanford 

University: Stanford Press, March 2006. 

 

This volume studies the role of natural resources in development and economic diversification. It 

brings together a variety of analytical perspectives, ranging from econometric analyses of 

economic growth to historical studies of successful development experiences in countries with 

abundant natural resources. This book addresses two key questions for policy makers in natural 

resource-rich regions such as Latin America: First, is natural resource wealth an asset or a liability 

for development and, if potentially the former, how can its contribution be enhanced? And 

second, can countries rich in natural resources efficiently diversify toward manufacturing or 

service-sector exports? 

Challenges of CAFTA: Maximizing the Benefits for Central America 

Carlos Jaramillo, Daniel Lederman, eds. Directions in Development Series. Washington: DC: 

World Bank, June 2006. 

 

The report provides a preliminary assessment of DR-CAFTA (the Dominican Republic and Central 

American Free trade Agreement), with particular attention to three key themes: (1) expected 

trade and non-trade benefits, (2) actions that Central American countries need to pursue to 

capitalize optimally on the new opportunities, and (3) identification of the population groups 

that may require assistance to adapt to a more competitive environment. The Introductory 

Chapter reviews the main findings of the report. Chapter 2 places DR-CAFTA in the historical 

context of the economic reforms that Central America has been undertaking since the late 

1980s. Chapter 3 provides a summary overview of the recently negotiated DR-CAFTA. Chapter 4 

reviews various analyses that assess the potential impacts of DR-CAFTA in Central American 

countries. Chapter 5 focuses on the identification of potentially affected populations from the 

https://documents.worldbank.org/en/publication/documents-reports/documentdetail/521331468045070417/natural-resources-neither-curse-nor-destiny
https://documents.worldbank.org/en/publication/documents-reports/documentdetail/482111468314682701/challenges-of-cafta-maximizing-the-benefits-for-central-america
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easing of trade restrictions in sensitive agricultural products and analyzes policy options to assist 

vulnerable groups. Chapter 6 reviews evidence related to key macroeconomic implications of 

DR-CAFTA, namely the potential revenue losses and effect on the patterns of business-cycle 

synchronization. Chapter 7 reviews evidence from each Central American country in the areas of 

trade facilitation, institutional and regulatory reforms, and innovation and education, in order to 

identify key priorities for the complementary agenda for DR-CAFTA. 

A Reader in International Corporate Finance. 2 vols.  

Stijn Claessens, Luc Laeven, ed. Washington, DC: World Bank, August 2006. 

 

The Reader in International Corporate Finance offers an overview of current thinking on six 

topics: law and finance, corporate governance, banking, capital markets, capital structure and 

financing constraints, and the political economy of finance. This collection of 23 of the most 

influential articles published in the period 2000-2006 reflects two new trends: 1) interest in 

international aspects of corporate finance, particularly specific to emerging markets, and 2) 

awareness of the importance of institutions in explaining global differences in corporate finance. 

Law, Equity and Development  

Caroline Sage, Michael Woolcock, eds.  Washington, DC: World Bank, November 2006. 

 

This is the second edition of The World Bank Legal Review, which is a publication for policy 

makers and their advisers, attorneys, and other professionals engaged in the field of 

international development. It offers a combination of legal scholarship, lessons from experience, 

legal developments, and recent research on the many ways in which the application of law and 

the improvement of justice systems promote poverty reduction, economic development, and 

the rule of law. In keeping with the theme of the World Development Report 2006: equity and 

development, and following the success of the World Bank Group's legal forum on 'law, equity, 

and development' in December 2005, volume two of the World Bank legal review focuses on 

issues of equity and development. The volume draws together some of the key ideas of the Legal 

Forum, including articles by many of its distinguished participants, and explores the role of 

equity in the development process, highlighting how legal and regulatory frameworks and 

equitable justice systems can do much to level the playing field in the political, economic, and 

socio-cultural domains, as well as how they can reinforce existing inequalities. 

The Search for Empowerment: Social Capital as Idea and Practice at the World Bank 

Anthony Bebbington, Michael Woolcock, Scott E. Guggenheim, Elizabeth Olson, eds. 

 Kumarian Press, April 2006. 

 

Focusing on debates within the World Bank about the value of social capital concepts for the 

encouragement of more participatory and empowering forms of development, the contributors 

to this volume offer both an ethnography of a huge development organization and an insightful 

look at the nature of bureaucracy and organizational change. 

Global Integration and Technology Transfer  

Beata Smarzynska Javorcik and Bernard M. Hoekman, eds. Co-publication of World Bank and 

CEPR, January 2006.  

https://documents.worldbank.org/en/publication/documents-reports/documentdetail/728741468339091452/a-reader-in-international-corporate-finance-volume-two
http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/441771468336048667/The-World-Bank-legal-review-volume-2-law-equity-and-development
https://www.rienner.com/title/The_Search_For_Empowerment_Social_Capital_as_Idea_and_Practice_at_the_World_Bank
https://www.rienner.com/title/The_Search_For_Empowerment_Social_Capital_as_Idea_and_Practice_at_the_World_Bank
https://documents.worldbank.org/en/publication/documents-reports/documentdetail/472771468340802172/global-integration-and-technology-transfer
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This volume presents a rich set of analyses exploring how trade and foreign direct investment 

(FDI) can help increase economic growth by allowing firms to tap into and benefit from the 

global pool of knowledge. The chapters demonstrate that both obtaining access to foreign 

markets and opening their own economies to trade and FDI are crucial to promoting economic 

growth in developing countries, because they stimulate international technology diffusion. The 

volume also identifies government policies that can facilitate technology transfer and its 

absorption in the developing world. 

2005 

Intellectual Property and Development: Lessons from Recent Economic Research 

Keith E. Maskus, Carsten Fink, eds. Washington, DC: World Bank and Oxford University Press, 

January 2005. 

 

This book brings together empirical research that assesses the effects of changing intellectual 

property regimes on various measures of economic and social performance-ranging from 

international trade, foreign investment and competition to innovation and access to new 

technologies. The studies presented point to an important development dimension to the 

protection of intellectual property. But a one-size fits all approach to intellectual property is 

unlikely to work. There is need to adjust intellectual property norms to domestic needs, taking 

into account developing countries' capacity to innovate, technological needs, and institutional 

capabilities. In addition, governments need to consider a range of complementary policies to 

maximize the benefits and reduce the costs of reformed intellectual property regulations.          

Bank Privatization 

George Clarke, Robert Cull, and William Megginson, eds. Special Issue Journal of Banking and 

Finance 29(8–9): 1903–2406, 2005. 

A large and growing literature has shown that state owned enterprises typically are less efficient 

than privately owned enterprises and that enterprise performance often improves after 

privatization. However, few of these studies have focused specifically on the banking sector. The 

papers in this symposium present new evidence on the effect that privatization has on bank 

performance and on factors that effect the success, or failure, of bank privatization. The papers 

also discuss the political economy of bank privatization, looking at how political factors affect 

decisions on whether and how to privatize. 

As outlined in the survey article by William Megginson that opens the issue and the synthesis 

article by George Clarke, Robert Cull, and Mary Shirley that closes the issue, the bulk of bank 

privatization activity in recent years has taken place in developing countries; state-owned banks 

were more common in these countries and thus governments had more to privatize. Therefore 

the focus of this issue is on these countries. Of course, banks headquartered in developed 

countries often bought the privatized banks and some papers address privatization from that 

perspective. Our hope is that by assessing the effects of bank privatization in different countries 

and from different perspectives, this issue will be useful to researchers and policy makers 

concerned about the ownership transformation in banking in developing countries in recent 

years, and in privatization more generally. 

https://documents.worldbank.org/en/publication/documents-reports/documentdetail/219061468177860924/intellectual-property-and-development-lessons-from-recent-economic-research
https://doi.org/10.1016/S0378-4266(05)00120-2
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This special issue grew out of a World Bank research project that directly funded several of the 

studies in the symposium. A later call for papers in this journal elicited additional cross-country, 

regional, and individual country studies. All papers were presented at a conference held at the 

World Bank in Washington DC on 20–21 November 2003. 

Poverty and the WTO: Impacts of the Doha Development Agenda  

Thomas W. Hertel, L. Alan Winters, eds. World Bank and Palgrave Macmillan, July 2005. 

 

This study reports on the findings from a major international research project investigating the 

poverty impacts of a potential Doha Development Agenda (DDA). It combines in a novel way the 

results from several strands of research. First, it draws on an intensive analysis of the DDA 

Framework Agreement, with particularly close attention paid to potential reforms in agriculture. 

The scenarios are built up using newly available tariff line data, and their implications for world 

markets are established using a global modeling framework. These world trade impacts form the 

basis for 12 country case studies of the national poverty impacts of these DDA scenarios. The 

focus countries are Bangladesh, Brazil (2 studies), Cameroon, China (2 studies), Indonesia, 

Mexico, Mozambique, the Philippines, the Russian Federation, and Zambia. Although the 

diversity of approaches taken in these studies limits the ability to draw broader conclusions, an 

additional study that provides a 15-country cross-section analysis is aimed at this objective. 

Finally, a global analysis provides estimates for the world as a whole. 

Reaching the Poor with Health, Nutrition and Population Services: What Works, What Doesn't, 

and Why 

Davidson R. Gwatkin, Adam Wagstaff, Abdo S. Yazbeck, eds.  World Bank, January 2005. 

 

Health services can make an important contribution to improved health conditions among 

disadvantaged groups. Yet as the contents of this volume make clear, the health services 

supported by governments, and by agencies like ours too often fail to reach these people who 

need them most. This is not acceptable. Nor need it be accepted. The studies presented here 

point to numerous strategies that can help health programs reach the poor much more 

effectively than at present. In doing so, they strongly reinforce the messages of the 2004 World 

Development Report and other recent publications about the importance and possibility of 

making services work better for poor people. Different views will be formed about which of the 

strategies are most promising for a particular setting-whether, for example, one would be best 

advised to follow Brazil's approach of seeking universal coverage for basic health services, 

Cambodia's strategy of contracting with non-governmental organizations, Nepal's use of 

participatory program development, or some other approach. The report provides a discussion 

on issues like these, in order to build upon the important basic findings presented herewith, i.e., 

that better performance is possible. In brief, better performance in reaching the poor is both 

needed and feasible. These are the two messages from this report that will be discussed further. 

The WTO and Agriculture (Two volumes) 

Kym Anderson and Tim Josling, eds. Edward Elgar, March 2005. 

The WTO and Agriculture discusses the following questions: Why have agricultural markets been 

noted for relatively high degrees of government intervention and in particular for rising levels of 

https://documents.worldbank.org/en/publication/documents-reports/documentdetail/167341468742895197/poverty-and-the-wto-impacts-of-the-doha-development-agenda
https://documents.worldbank.org/en/publication/documents-reports/documentdetail/244121468315279304/reaching-the-poor-with-health-nutrition-and-population-services-what-works-what-doesnt-and-why
https://documents.worldbank.org/en/publication/documents-reports/documentdetail/244121468315279304/reaching-the-poor-with-health-nutrition-and-population-services-what-works-what-doesnt-and-why
https://www.e-elgar.com/shop/usd/the-wto-and-agriculture-9781843762799.html
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protection? How was agricultural trade treated in the GATT and WTO? Has the Uruguay Round 

Agreement on Agriculture helped to resolve trade conflicts in world markets? What new 

opportunities and challenges are on the horizon? 

The WTO and technical barriers to trade 

John S. Wilson, Spenser Henson, eds. Edward Elgar Publishing, 2005. 

 

This authoritative volume brings together for the first time the foremost research and 

commentary on technical barriers to trade. It explores the major theoretical issues associated 

with analysis of the impact of technical measures on trade in goods and the challenges 

associated with attempts to quantify impacts on trade flows. Previous empirical analyses of the 

impact of technical barriers on trade in goods in general are then presented. This is followed by 

in-depth coverage of the trade effects of sanitary and phytosanitary (SPS) measures, an area 

where analysis is particularly challenging. Finally, the volume concludes by exploring institutional 

efforts to overcome the impact of technical barriers, including harmonization of standards and 

the role of the WTO. 

Agricultural Trade Reform and the Doha Development Agenda 

Kym Anderson and Will Martin, eds. World Bank and Palgrave Macmillan, November 2005. 

 

Agriculture is yet again causing contention in international trade negotiations. It caused long 

delays to the Uruguay Round in the late 1980s and 1990s, and it is again proving to be the major 

stumbling block in the World Trade Organization's (WTO) Doha Round of multilateral trade 

negotiations (formally known as the Doha Development Agenda, or DDA). It is ironic that 

agricultural policy is so contentious, given its small and declining importance in the global 

economy. The question arises on why so much "ado" about agriculture: because policies 

affecting this declining sector are so politically sensitive, there are always self-interested groups 

suggesting it be sidelined in trade negotiations-as indeed it has been in numerous sub-global 

preferential trading agreements, and was in the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) 

prior to the Uruguay Round. To answer some questions, this book first sets the scene (Part I) for 

presenting the issues on agriculture, trade reform, and the Doha Agenda, seeking to identify 

what is it at stake, namely, the relative importance of import barriers, export subsidies, and 

domestic support, including the special and differential treatment for developing countries. Part 

II looks at the agricultural market access, examining the impact of agricultural tariffs, and of tariff 

cuts through alternative formulas, on reducing tariffs vs. expanding tariff rate quotas, to then 

focus on the serious concern of erosion of tariff preferences. The third part concentrates on 

export subsidies and the domestic support, prioritizing on the removal of the agricultural export 

subsidies' exception, while taking a new look at agricultural domestic support under the World 

Trade Organization, and, at the consequences of reducing limits on aggregate measurement of 

support. Finally, the book provides (Part IV) the Doha reform scenarios, with an in-depth look at 

the market and welfare implications of the Doha reform. 

Systemic Financial Distress: Containment and Resolution 

Patrick Honohan and Luc Laeven, eds., Cambridge University Press, 2005. 

 

https://www.e-elgar.com/shop/usd/the-wto-and-technical-barriers-to-trade-9781845420499.html
https://www.e-elgar.com/shop/usd/the-wto-and-technical-barriers-to-trade-9781845420499.html
https://documents.worldbank.org/en/publication/documents-reports/documentdetail/202871468318342109/agricultural-trade-reform-and-the-doha-development-agenda
https://www.cambridge.org/core/books/systemic-financial-crises/6F1A621CEB7A9A6CBB80926089B19D59
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Faced with a systemic financial sector crisis, policymakers need to make difficult choices under 

pressure. Based on the experience of many countries in recent years, few have been able to 

achieve a speedy, lasting and low-cost resolution. This volume considers the strengths and 

weaknesses of the various policy options, covering both microeconomic (including 

recapitalization of banks, bank closures, subsidies for distressed borrowers, capital adequacy 

rules and corporate governance and bankruptcy law requirements) and macroeconomic 

(including monetary and fiscal policy) dimensions. The contributors explore the important but 

little understood trade-offs that are involved, such as between policies which take effect quickly, 

those which minimize long-term fiscal and economic costs, and those which create favorable 

incentives for future stability. Successfully implementing crisis management and crisis resolution 

policy required attention to detail and a good flow of information. 

Tracking NAFTA’s Shadow 10 Years On 

Luis Serven, Daniel Lederman, eds. Symposium Issue of World Bank Economic Review 19(3), 

December 2005. 

The North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) is arguably the first “case study” of what 

might be expected from the increasing number of preferential trade agreements involving both 

developed and developing economies. Ten years after the treaty’s inception, it is time to assess 

how its outcomes compare with initial expectations. The articles in this symposium issue provide 

insights into the effects of NAFTA on economic geography, trade, wages and migration, and 

foreign investment from Mexico’s perspective. The contributions paint a complex post-NAFTA 

reality characterized by persistent intrabloc trade barriers, interregional inequality within 

Mexico, labor market outcomes that seem closely tied to migration patterns and international 

trade and investment, and foreign investment flows that appear weakly related to trade 

agreements. NAFTA seems to be the first trade agreement in history for which the traditional 

static trade creation or diversion effects are likely negligible—and hard to identify in any case. 

Economic Development and Multilateral Trade Cooperation 

Simon Evenette, Bernard M. Hoekman, eds. World Bank and Palgrave Macmillan, December 

2005. 

 

How can international trade agreements promote development and how can rules be designed 

to benefit poor countries? Can multilateral trade cooperation in the World Trade Organization 

(WTO) help developing countries create and strengthen institutions and regulatory regimes that 

will enhance the gains from trade and integration into the global economy? And should this even 

be done? These are questions that confront policy makers and citizens in both rich and poor 

countries, and they are the subject of this publication. It analyzes how the trading system could 

be made more supportive of economic development, without eroding the core WTO functions. 

Turkey: Economic Reform and Accession to the European Union  

Subidey Togan, Bernard M. Hoekman, eds. World Bank and Centre for Economic Policy 

Research, June 2005. 

 

This volume analyzes the economic challenges confronting Turkey in its quest to accede to the 

European Union (EU). It focuses on the extent to which Turkey is ready to join the Single Market, 

https://doi.org/10.1093/wber/lhi020
https://documents.worldbank.org/en/publication/documents-reports/documentdetail/259561468161373082/economic-development-and-multilateral-trade-cooperation
https://documents.worldbank.org/en/publication/documents-reports/documentdetail/908021468311434276/turkey-economic-reform-and-accession-to-the-european-union
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comply with the EU's body of economic regulations and directives, the Acquis Communautaire, 

and meet the Maastricht criteria for fiscal, monetary, and exchange rate policies. This book also 

provides an assessment of Turkey's national program to meet the accession requirements. It 

describes briefly what Turkey needs to achieve on the economic policy front to satisfy the 

conditions for accession, the progress to date, and the likely consequences of implementing the 

full body of EU requirements. The book is divided into four parts: 1) An analysis of the 

macroeconomic policies for EU accession; 2) An analysis of the effects of integration on key 

sectors: agriculture; manufacturing; services industries, including banking, telecommunications, 

transportation, and natural gas; and network industries; 3) An exploration of key economic 

policy challenges, including labor market regulation, foreign direct investment challenges, and 

the costs and benefits of meeting the EU environmental Acquis; and 4) The quantification of the 

impact of EU accession and consideration of the welfare effects of integration. While the focus is 

on the specific situation of Turkey, the subject will be of value to all researchers with an interest 

in the challenges of deeper integration through regional agreements. 

Economic Development and Multilateral Trade Cooperation 

Simon Evenette and Bernard M. Hoekman, eds. World Bank and Palgrave McMillan, December 

2005. 

 

How can international trade agreements promote development and how can rules be designed 

to benefit poor countries? Can multilateral trade cooperation in the World Trade Organization 

(WTO) help developing countries create and strengthen institutions and regulatory regimes that 

will enhance the gains from trade and integration into the global economy? And should this even 

be done? These are questions that confront policy makers and citizens in both rich and poor 

countries, and they are the subject of this publication. It analyzes how the trading system could 

be made more supportive of economic development, without eroding the core WTO functions. 

2004 

Rural Development and Agricultural growth in Indonesia, the Philippines and Thailand 

Donald F. Larson, Takamasa Akiyama, eds. Canberra: Asia Pacific Press, World Bank, January 2004. 

 

Understanding economic growth is central to the study of development. Rural economic growth is 

an important aspect of economic growth. Historically, rural agriculture has employed most people in 

most countries, and continues to do so today. Nevertheless, the casual relationship between 

economic growth and growth in agriculture remain poorly understood. This volume focuses on 

economic growth in the agriculture sectors of Indonesia, the Philippines and Thailand. Starting from 

similar positions, the agriculture sectors of these economies have diverged considerably over the last 

40 years. This volume investigates the ways in which policy, institutions, investments, resource 

constraints and the reallocation of agricultural labor have driven this divergence. It documents the 

interplay of endowments, technology, the accumulation of productive factors, policy, and advocacy 

in the rural sectors of these three countries. It contributes in its own ways to an explanation of the 

past. Good policy rests on an understanding of successes and failures in the past. This book is a 

critical contribution to such an understanding. 

https://documents.worldbank.org/en/publication/documents-reports/documentdetail/259561468161373082/economic-development-and-multilateral-trade-cooperation
https://documents.worldbank.org/en/publication/documents-reports/documentdetail/361941468140660327/rural-development-and-agricultural-growth-in-indonesia-the-philippines-and-thailand
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The Microeconomics of Income Distribution Dynamics in East Asia and Latin America 

Francois Bourguignon, Francisco H. G. Ferreira, Nora Lusting, eds. Washington, DC: World Bank, 

October 2004. 

 

This volume presents a collection of studies on the dynamics of income inequality based on micro 

data. Using a simple but powerful empirical methodology, the authors analyze the roles of prices, 

occupational choice, and educational choice in accounting for household income and its contribution 

to inequality. It casts doubt on the grand theories of growth and income inequality that have 

dominated discussions in development economics. It paves the way for a full-blown, micro-based 

general equilibrium theory of income determination and income inequality.  

Culture and Public Action 

Vijayendra Rao and Michael Walter, eds. Stanford University Press, 2004. 

 

Fourteen papers, representing different disciplinary perspectives and originally presented at a 

conference held in June 2002 in Washington, D.C., explore how a cultural lens can help improve 

public action to alleviate human deprivation. Papers discuss how culture matters; culture and the 

capacity to aspire; why there is no such thing as traditional culture; cultural theory and development 

studies; cultural obstacles to economic development; cultural goods; the intellectual history of 

culture and development institutions; culture, poverty, and external intervention; participatory 

development; state policies and women's agency in China, the Republic of Korea, and India, 1950-

2000; links between culture and sexual transmission of HIV/AIDS, and the implications for policy; 

how political culture affects development processes; an anthropological perspective on issues of 

local knowledge, famine relief, and development theory, focusing on the case of southern Sudan; 

and the Mayan movement in Guatemala and its implications for Guatemalan national culture, legal 

reform, and public policy making. Contributors include economists. Rao is in the Development 

Research Group of the World Bank. Walton is in the Latin America and Caribbean Region of the 

World Bank. Index. 
 

 

https://documents.worldbank.org/en/publication/documents-reports/documentdetail/984291468049815108/the-microeconomics-of-income-distribution-dynamics-in-east-asia-and-latin-america
http://www.sup.org/books/title/?id=5765

