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Education Systems' Response to COVID-19 
Brief: August 30th , 2020  

 
 
Globally, 990 million children (almost 2/3 of the world’s learners) are still impacted by school closures. 
Educators worldwide are facing the agonizing decision of whether to resume in-person instruction and 
how. Countries are taking different approaches.  A few countries already opened 2 or 3 months after the 
start of the crisis, while others have now announced a return to classes at some point at the beginning of 
2021. Many others, particularly in the southern hemisphere have not made any announcement. Many 
countries will start classes in the coming months, several in September, but with angst and confusion, and 
with varied options of in-person, remote or hybrid schemes.  
 

COVID related school closures/openings status (countries) 

 
Africa EAP ECA 

LAC and N. 

America MENA SAR Total 

Closed, Partly closed, 

Seasonal closures 29 11 20 39 19 8 126 

Open and Open with 

limitations 19 14 30 4 2 0 69 
Source: World Bank Education Team COVID tracking database and map.  

 

 
SCHOOLS REOPENING: The school year has started for some systems but with much angst and confusion 
 
Some are returning or planning to return to the classroom under strict measures 

• Egypt’s Ministry of Education has proposed the start of the school year to be October 17th, with  in-person 
presence for KG1- grade 3; and blended learning for grades 4-12. The ministry has also proposed a remote 
teacher training platform to equip them for blended learning and new assessment/ and EDU 2.0 reforms, 
as well as more mobile classrooms to compensate for lack of connectivity or digital devices. Final 
arrangements will be announced by early September.  

• United Arab Emirates announced classes will welcome 1 million students back to school using a hybrid 
model. Parents have the choice of in-person or remote learning and physical attendance of students in 
schools will be staggered - 25 per cent at the start of the year to 50 per cent, 75 per cent and finally a 
full return. In Abu Dhabi, authorities began testing teachers on ahead of the school year and announced 
that students will be tested as well once classes resume.   

• Saudi Arabia will follow a similar approach, with remote learning for the first 7 weeks. A new 
“Madrasati” platform has been launched.  This connects pupils with their schools and teachers and sets 
out a structure for their day.  First, the national anthem and exercises, then a review of the school 
schedule, then enter the classroom with the teacher.  Training of teachers in using the platform has 
started.  Laptops will be provided to some students. 

• In Djibouti, a country of a million people on the Horn of Africa, the Ministry of Education reopened schools 
with social distancing measures. Additionally, the Ministry of Education is providing washable masks to 
students and teachers (3 masks per person). Students enrolled in vocational training schools are producing 
the masks. (source: country-based staff) 

• Students in Scotland’s secondary schools will be required to wear masks in school corridors as of August 
31st. The policy, which had originally made masks voluntary, was changed to address scenarios of large 
crowds.  

• In England, secondary schools may implement a “rota system” -two weeks on site, two weeks at home  to 
limit the number of students attending schools at any one time, depending on local situation. This 

https://worldbankgroup-my.sharepoint.com/:x:/g/personal/tshmis_worldbank_org/EehfzqvLAm5CkGYQliGgCRQBmZg3meDaj5ZnpU4URJDX-g?e=bg0hMT
https://tab.worldbank.org/#/site/WBG/views/covid19/dsh_simple?:showAppBanner=false&:display_count=n&:showVizHome=n&:origin=viz_share_link&:iid=1
https://www.khaleejtimes.com/coronavirus-pandemic/uae-to-welcome-1-million-students-back-to-school-with-best-safety-standards-sheikh-mohammed-
https://www.khaleejtimes.com/coronavirus-pandemic/covid-19-tests-for-teachers-start-ahead-of-school-reopening-in-abu-dhabi
https://www.moe.gov.sa/ar/news/Pages/m-2020-8h76.aspx
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-scotland-53888479
https://www.theguardian.com/education/2020/aug/28/secondary-schools-in-england-could-use-attendance-rota-system?CMP=twt_a-education_b-gdnedu
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guidance, issued days before schools reopen in early September, also includes additional measures such 
as the mandatory use of face coverings by teachers and students in corridors and communal areas. This 
guidance does not apply to primary school students.  

• Before children return to classes this September 1st, Poland has given principals the authority to 
suspend classes (by groups of for the whole school) if outbreaks of COVID were to occur in schools. They 
can also decide whether to opt of a hybrid model (with face to face learning and remote learning) or to 
only rely on distance learning in accordance to the magnitude of the cases.  

• The president of Malawi announced that schools would reopen by September and that the government 
will start to assess the readiness of each schools and only schools that can comply with safety and health 
measures will be allowed to reopen.  

• Schools in Sierra Leone will reopen by 15 September for preprimary and by 15 October for primary 
schools, JSS and SSS. The Ministry of Basic and Senior Secondary Education of Sierra Leone also 
announced that they will support accelerated learning activities using the new basic curriculum and that 
Radio Teaching program will be expanded.  

Others are re-closing again 
South Korea has re-closed schools  in Seoul after nearly 200 staff and student tested positive for the 
coronavirus in the past two weeks. Remote learning will now continue till at least September 11th.  South 
Korea returned to learning in May after over two months of closures, using a policy of delaying reopening 
in regions till infections were diminished, and reclosing/resorting to remote learning as they begin to rise.  
  
The debate on safety of reopening continues 

• A Ministry of Education of Chile (MINEDUC) and World Bank joint study found that students could lose on 

average 88% of the learning achievements of one year if schools were to remain closed for 10 additional 

months (the whole school year). This scenario worsens for vulnerable children, who risk losing 95% of 

learning achievements. Additionally, gaps in access to remote learning persist, with a coverage of 27% in 

poorer schools and 89% in richer ones. Accounting for the long-term consequences of keeping students 

out of classrooms is one of the factors guiding the decision on whether to reopen schools or not. Ministry 

has not yet decided on a date,  but stated schools should be prepared to return as soon as possible.    

• In the United States, the debate rolls on and the new academic year is off to a chaotic start as schools and 
universities open in some parts of the country,  in a 
context in which new infections are already going 
down but are still at very high levels.   New York City 
public-school teacher union (United Federation of 
Teachers) has announced that its members won’t 
return to work in schools unless the city could ensure 
health and safety considerations such as testing all 
students and staff and ensuring that there is a nurse 
present in each school. Before the pandemic less than 
40% of schools in the US had a full time nurse.  A 
report by the American Academy of Pediatrics and 
the Children’s Hospital Association shows that 
Coronavirus infections among children increased 40% 
in the last two weeks of July.  This has raised alarm 
among many parents who’s states have announced a 
physical start of the 2020-21 school year.  

• Reopening schools too early could spread COVID-19 
even faster – especially in the developing world, 
according to a study by the World Economic Forum 

United Kingdom -Examinations in a Time of 
COVID- Faulty Algorithms have unfairly 

disadvantaged some, benefited others and 
questioned faith in the system 

England, Wales, and Scotland used the Office 

of Examinations Regulation (Ofqual) to 

standardize student results after it was 

deemed that teachers’ assessments may have 

been too subjective.  However, the 

Government has had to publicly apologize for 

the Ofqual algorithm that left disadvantaged 

students downgraded, while private school 

pupils’ results were boosted. Some students 

saw their university acceptance impacted and 

parents have questions the value of exams in 

this era. 

https://www.gov.pl/web/edukacja/bezpieczny-powrot-do-szkol-dzialania-men-w-organizacji-roku-szkolnego-20202021-w-warunkach-epidemii
https://www.gov.pl/web/edukacja/bezpieczny-powrot-do-szkol-dzialania-men-w-organizacji-roku-szkolnego-20202021-w-warunkach-epidemii
https://www.sierraleonenews.net/news/266111658/malawi-president-announces-plans-to-reopen-schools-in-september
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-53901707
https://www.mineduc.cl/wp-content/uploads/sites/19/2020/08/EstudioMineduc_bancomundial.pdf
http://www.lanacion.cl/mineduc-banco-mundial-estudiantes-podrian-perder-un-88-de-los-aprendizajes/
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/08/03/us/school-closing-coronavirus.html?campaign_id=9&emc=edit_nn_20200804&instance_id=20953&nl=the-morning&regi_id=127729282&segment_id=35161&te=1&user_id=1a73b6beb47fd62dea5893737bc11c8e
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/08/03/us/school-closing-coronavirus.html?campaign_id=9&emc=edit_nn_20200804&instance_id=20953&nl=the-morning&regi_id=127729282&segment_id=35161&te=1&user_id=1a73b6beb47fd62dea5893737bc11c8e
https://www.washingtonpost.com/education/teacher-strikes-nyc-schools/2020/08/19/4a97b5c8-e249-11ea-b69b-64f7b0477ed4_story.html?utm_campaign=wp_to_your_health&utm_medium=email&utm_source=newsletter&wpisrc=nl_tyh&wpmk=1&pwapi_token=eyJ0eXAiOiJKV1QiLCJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJjb29raWVuYW1lIjoid3BfY3J0aWQiLCJpc3MiOiJDYXJ0YSIsImNvb2tpZXZhbHVlIjoiNWU3OTczNWRhZTdlOGE1OTQ4MjdjMjE4IiwidGFnIjoiNWYzZDg1N2ZmZTFmZjY1ZTExODQ2YjhmIiwidXJsIjoiaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cud2FzaGluZ3RvbnBvc3QuY29tL2VkdWNhdGlvbi90ZWFjaGVyLXN0cmlrZXMtbnljLXNjaG9vbHMvMjAyMC8wOC8xOS80YTk3YjVjOC1lMjQ5LTExZWEtYjY5Yi02NGY3YjA0NzdlZDRfc3RvcnkuaHRtbD91dG1fY2FtcGFpZ249d3BfdG9feW91cl9oZWFsdGgmdXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fc291cmNlPW5ld3NsZXR0ZXImd3Bpc3JjPW5sX3R5aCZ3cG1rPTEifQ.WUYgKssB45sDqHvoAv-LBaq2aqk8s11wQ3K7rEAndDI
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/08/20/us/schools-reopening-nurses-covid.html?campaign_id=9&emc=edit_nn_20200821&instance_id=21485&nl=the-morning&regi_id=140284942&section_index=2&section_name=four_more_big_stories&segment_id=36686&te=1&user_id=f657117f3fbf8484d274d38b7eb35187
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/08/20/us/schools-reopening-nurses-covid.html?campaign_id=9&emc=edit_nn_20200821&instance_id=21485&nl=the-morning&regi_id=140284942&section_index=2&section_name=four_more_big_stories&segment_id=36686&te=1&user_id=f657117f3fbf8484d274d38b7eb35187
https://downloads.aap.org/AAP/PDF/AAP%20and%20CHA%20-%20Children%20and%20COVID-19%20State%20Data%20Report%207.30.20%20FINAL.pdf
https://globalnews.ca/news/7262819/children-coronavirus-schools-reopening/
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2020/08/re-opening-schools-too-soon-in-developing-countries-could-lead-to-much-faster-spread-of-covid-19/
https://www.theguardian.com/education/2020/aug/25/ofqual-head-sally-collier-resigns-over-exams-fiasco
https://www.theguardian.com/education/2020/aug/25/ofqual-head-sally-collier-resigns-over-exams-fiasco
https://www.theguardian.com/education/2020/aug/25/ofqual-head-sally-collier-resigns-over-exams-fiasco
https://www.theguardian.com/education/2020/aug/25/ofqual-head-sally-collier-resigns-over-exams-fiasco
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released in mid-August. The WEC points out that gains in fighting could be reversed, namely because the 
different set of circumstances present in low- income countries, for example extended families that 
include elderly and children in the same household and difficulties in enforcing social distancing in schools.  

• The Council on Foreign Relations offers collective insight on  “How Countries are Reopening Schools During 
the Pandemic”. A Politico article analyzes which countries have opened and how.  Additionally, the COVID 
school closure tool available through the World Bank has been tracking the status of schools. 

• In Kenya, where schools will not reopen till January 2021, the Ministry of Education posted a 43 page 
‘Guidelines on Health and Safety Protocols for Reopening of Basic Institutions amid Covid-19 Pandemic’, 
spelling out measures heads should put in place before they are issued with certificates that allow a school 
to reopen. However, news media reports indicate that very few are aware of these guidelines and are in 
support, concerned that they are too expensive to implement.  

Addressing The Ongoing Issue Of Exams  

• Final year high school students in Victoria, Australia will be individually assessed for educational 
disadvantages produced by the pandemic. The Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority (VCAA)  is 
introducing this measure to ensure the pandemic does not hinder opportunities in future education. 
 
Growing scarce 

• Schooling under the pandemic is proving to be expensive.  Physical classrooms must be small and safe. 
And sometimes parents still do not send their students out of fear.   

• In Hong Kong, more than 40% of kindergartens are at risk of closing due to lack of funds.  
 

================================================= 

Latest Relevant Resources   
 

• Latest Blogs 

o Launching a new academic year under the cloud of COVID-19  

o The importance of monitoring the impact of COVI-19 on young children and their families 

o COVID-19 and the education systems in Tanzania 

• World Bank_UNESCO_UNICEF survey on education responses is now available on the Oxford Super 

Tracker as well as this link. 

• Webinar on Reopening of Schools: Highlights from Discussion of August 27, 2020 

o Co-hosted by World Bank, UNESCO, and UNICEF on the reopening of schools. Shows latest 

evidence of reopening of schools around the world, how governments are dealing with the 

learning losses ,  and highlights cases of Denmark and Vietnam.  

 

  

https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/how-countries-are-reopening-schools-during-pandemic
https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/how-countries-are-reopening-schools-during-pandemic
https://time.com/5868098/schools-reopening-coronavirus-denmark-south-korea-israel/
https://tab.worldbank.org/#/site/WBG/views/covid19/dsh_simple?:showAppBanner=false&:display_count=n&:showVizHome=n&:origin=viz_share_link&:iid=1
https://education.go.ke/images/COVID-19_GUIDELINES.pdf
https://nation.africa/kenya/news/we-are-in-the-dark-school-heads-say-1907654
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2020/aug/07/victorian-year-12-students-vce-results-and-atar-to-be-adjusted-for-covid-impact
https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2020/aug/07/victorian-year-12-students-vce-results-and-atar-to-be-adjusted-for-covid-impact
https://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/education/article/3097724/coronavirus-third-wave-nearly-40pc-hong-kong-kindergartens
https://blogs.worldbank.org/education/launching-new-academic-year-under-cloud-covid-19
https://blogs.worldbank.org/education/importance-monitoring-impacts-covid-19-pandemic-young-children-and-their-families
https://blogs.worldbank.org/education/covid-19-and-education-systems-tanzania-brainstorming-true-ed-tech-disruption-part-ii
http://tcg.uis.unesco.org/survey-education-covid-school-closures/
https://unesco.sharepoint.com/sites/EDTeam/Shared%20Documents/Forms/AllItems.aspx?id=%2Fsites%2FEDTeam%2FShared%20Documents%2FFLI%20ERF%2FWebinar%20presentations%2F2020%2D08%2D27%2DThe%20latest%20evidence&p=true&originalPath=aHR0cHM6Ly91bmVzY28uc2hhcmVwb2ludC5jb20vOmY6L3MvRURUZWFtL0VvYW1fM3JNMTFwTXRMU3o5M1JLcXRJQnZUaGU5UUU4QlJ4aUM2SXhfR3ZXMFE_cnRpbWU9TDNOT2dIZEwyRWc
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ANNEX 1 –UZBEKISTAN IS REOPENING SCHOOLS CAUTIOUSLY  
 

Uzbekistan authorities  this week opted to reopen schools, under critical measures 
 

• While all schools will open on September 14, several small schools in areas where the coronavirus has 
not spread will open on September 7th as a test of the safety measures that have been put in place.  
These measures include: staggering of students; checking of temperatures, students will not move 
across classrooms and stay on one class; rooms to be ventilated during breaks; and  classrooms will be 
disinfected between the shifts.  These rules will be explained to students upon start of school.  As much 
as possible, classes may be conducted in the open air.  

• Three scenarios, announced in July are all still being pursued fully : the resumption of studies in a 
traditional format, fully online, and a hybrid format. Based on poll results of July (where 70% of parents 
said they would send their kids to schools and 30% said they are concerned), the GoU has made a 
decision to offer a hybrid format and give parents the right to choose. Parents’ decision to switch from 
traditional to online (and vice versa) will be easy and reversible.  

• The Ministry encourages parents to actively participate 
in pre-school surveys, to express their opinions, and 
assist in decision-making. Another survey was recently 
disseminated. 

• With calculation from surveys  that 70 percent of 
students choose to study online, Ministry of Education 
is confident they can maintain acceptable student per 
classroom ratio. 
 

• Protocol for closing has also been announced: If the 
virus is detected in 3 students of the same class, only 
this class will be quarantined, and classes will continue 
online. 
 

• Teacher wages will not be affected and will be paid on 
time. The Ministry has also assured teachers joining the 
public teaching force (transferring from private 
schools) they can accommodate them. Ministry did 
note that the scenario is a surprise. “Usually we would 
observe the opposite, teachers leaving public schools 
to work in private schools.”  
 

• Around 20 thousand teachers, 4 percent, are in a risk group (ages 55 and up). As  a safety precaution, 
the Government has announced that this year all school teachers will receive flu shots.  
 

 

 
 

Rationale presented by Minister of 

Education, Mr. Shermatov on hybrid and 

online options. 

“By law, general secondary education is 
mandatory. If we select 100 percent 
traditional format, we will have to require 100 
percent attendance, which doesn’t suit 
current situation with the pandemic. This 
would also mean, that based on the poll the 
Ministry conducted in July, parents of about 4 
million students are against the traditional 
format. Same with the families who chose 
online, about 2 million parents would send 
their kids to the school. This is the reason we 
opt for a hybrid format and are allowing 
parents to make decision that’s right for them 
and their family situations.” 
 

https://www.gazeta.uz/ru/2020/07/30/schoolyear/
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ANNEX 2 – Latest on COUNTRIES REOPENING SCHOOLS (received from teams) 
AFRICA 

• Angola, schools reopened by August 3rd but only for administrative purposes with 50% of staff and no 
students. 

• Benin, as of early July, schools except for nurseries are open. Classrooms have social distancing rules set 
up – for example, the benches have been set out to observe the one-meter rule. Launched mass testing 
for teachers as a way to reassure parents that school will be a safe environment – masks were compulsory, 
but during reopening, a large number of students turned up without masks due to costs. 

• Botswana.  Standard 7, form 3, and form 5 returned by June 17, with additional classes gradually phasing 
in. Pre-primary schools will now begin August 4th. Private school have been making their own reopening 
decisions. Some preventive measures include checking body temperatures, regular disinfection, and 
wearing of masks. 

• Burkina Faso, students of examinations classes returned on June 1st, no date has been confirmed for rest 
of the years. The World Food Program is gradually restarting school feeding activities to benefit them. 
Universities have started to gradually reopen.  

• Burundi, schools continued to operate through the pandemic. President Pierre Nkurunziza is thought to 
be the first head of state to die due to side effects of COVID-19.  

• Cameroon, schools and universities reopened by June 1st. Some of the measures taken include: schools 
will be disinfected three times a week, schools without access to running water will be provided with it, 
making hand sanitizers and hand washing buckets available, having no more than 24 students per 
classroom, and only one student seated per bench instead of the usual four.  

• Cote d'Ivoire. Primary, secondary, and universities reopened as of May 25th. Measures include washing 
hands before and after classes. Classes are equipped with hand sanitizer gel. 

• Equatorial Guinea. The Government decided on June 15th to ease emergency measures in force since 
March. This includes the reopening of schools for exams as long as they can comply with protective 
measures such as the use of masks, social distancing, hand washing practices, among others.  

• Ghana implemented a phased, selective reopening: June 15th - Final year tertiary students returned to 
classes; June 22nd - Final year senior secondary reopened; June 29th - Final year junior high school 
reopened; all other students will be home till further notice. By July 17th,  a joint statement by pre-tertiary 
teacher unions (GNAT, NAGRAT, TEWU, and CCT) asked the government to close down the schools due to 
fear of schools cases and lack of measures to ensure safety of students and teachers.  

• Guinea, schools reopened on June 29th, starting with exam classes. 

• Kenya, announced on July 7th  that schools will remain closed until January and that final year exams will 
be cancelled. Students of basic education in private and public schools will have to repeat the school year. 
The Ministry will continue to explore how to expand access of remote learning to all students. Colleges 
and universities may be able to reopen if they comply by government guidelines. 

• Liberia.  Schools reopened June 22nd for last year of senior secondary students who are expected to sit 
exams this year.   

• Madagascar has reopened schools for some grades (final year of high school, grade three, and grade 
seven). Attendance of pupils appears to be low. July 6th a lockdown was reinstated in the central region 
and schools had to close again. They are now gradually reopening in some regions.  

• Niger, public schools reopened by June 1st. 

• Sierra Leone.  School reopening Task Force established and working on different elements.  Schools 

reopened July 1st for those sitting for standard exams. A set of guidelines has been prepared and students 

will return to classes by 15 September for preprimary and by 15 October for primary schools, JSS and SSS. 

The Ministry of Basic and Senior Secondary Education of Sierra Leone also announced that they will 

support accelerated learning activities using the new basic curriculum and that Radio Teaching program 

will be expanded.  

https://www.bbc.com/news/topics/c77jz3mdqypt/botswana
https://reliefweb.int/report/burkina-faso/wfp-burkina-faso-emergency-response-situation-report-13-19-june-2020
https://www.ft.com/content/a232c62b-ded1-4dd4-8ca7-a5bb5214987f
https://www.ft.com/content/a232c62b-ded1-4dd4-8ca7-a5bb5214987f
https://www.voanews.com/africa/cameroon-opens-schools-amid-covid-19-spike
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-ivorycoast-educati/ivory-coast-children-head-back-to-school-after-virus-shutdown-idUSKBN2311FC
https://www.africanews.com/2020/06/17/legal-alert-understanding-the-dos-and-donts-of-equatorial-guineas-deconfinement-measures/
https://africa.cgtn.com/2020/07/17/pre-tertiary-teacher-unions-in-ghana-call-for-school-closure-over-covid-19-concerns/
https://reliefweb.int/report/guinea/guinea-coronavirus-covid-19-situation-report-no-11-24-june-7-july-2020
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-53325741
https://allafrica.com/stories/202007170728.html
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/UNICEF%20Madagascar%20COVID-19%20Situation%20Report%20for%207%20July%202020.pdf
https://www.cnn.com/2020/07/06/africa/madagascar-lockdown-coronavirus-intl/index.html
https://reliefweb.int/report/madagascar/madagascar-country-office-covid-19-response-13-august-2020
http://slconcordtimes.com/opinion-20/


 

6 
 

 

• South Africa delayed planned reopening of schools after a spike in infections, but then reopened June 8th 
using a phased reopening. Despite the number of COVID-19 cases growing sharply, by July 6, grades 6 and 
11 returned to classes as part of the second stage of reopening. Due to the increase in COVID- 19 cases 
the president of South Africa declared that schools were closing for four weeks, except for grade 12 which 
will have a one week break. By late August children returned to schools after the precautionary break, 
teachers unions expressed their concern on being underprepared to ensure safety.  

• Tanzania reopened schools on June 22nd, with kindergartens, primary, and secondary schools resuming 
activities, with many parents concerned about the safety of learning environment in the context of 
increased infection cases.  

• Togo, by June 15th final year pupils of primary and junior high schools; second and third-year students of 
senior high schools returned to classes.  

• Zambia. Students of examination classes returned to school by June 1st.  Ministry of General Education 
has released guidelines on measures for safe school reopening as well as responsibilities of 
teachers/staff/administrators: smaller class size to the extent possible, observing physical distancing 
measures, having staff and students wearing  masks, and maintaining a stock of masks to support 
vulnerable learners, etc. 

Eastern and Central Europe 

• Albania, schools reopened by May 18th for students in the last year of upper secondary. School reopening 
is under strict hygiene and social distance measures. Despite an increase in cases students will return to 
schools by September 14 for the new school year.  

• Armenia. Pre- schools are open since May 18th, with measures such as temperature checks, shoes 
disinfection, and spending most of the school day outdoors. Students will return to classes by September 
15th.  

• Austria. Began returning students May 4th, with Grade 12 students who came back to school to prepare 
for final exam ("Matura") two weeks later; (ii) May 18th: School reopened for primary schools, lower 
secondary, and special needs schools; (iii) June 3rd: School opening for upper secondary and TVET schools.  
Schools will open for the new school year by September introducing a traffic light system to properly react 
if an increase in cases occurs. 

• Belarus, schools reopened on a voluntary basis.  

• Belgium. From May 18th, selected grades of primary and secondary schools restarted classes under strict 
social distancing rules. Some measures taken include students and teachers wearing masks, washing 
hands when entering schools. All schools will reopen for the new school year starting on September 1st.  

• Bulgaria.  Reopening in the fall – September 14th. 

• Croatia. Classes resumed in May and students are currently on summer holiday. The Ministry conducted 
a survey of teachers and parents on effectiveness of remote learning, indicating the results will be used 
to improve on the remote learning to be offered in the start of the school year.  Results of the survey have 
been released and are highlighted here. School will reopen by September 7.  

• Cyprus, high school students started to return to schools by May 11th and the school year finished by late 
June. The next academic year is expected to start by September 1st. 

• Denmark. Staggered its reopening starting back in April, being one of the first countries to return kids to 
the classroom, under strict social distancing guidance. The new school year is starting in late August.  

• Estonia, May 15th: schools and educational institutions resumed in-person learning for up to 10 students 
per contact group. Tallinn public schools will limit contact groups to a maximum of five students. The 
government’s coronavirus scientific council supports the reopening of schools by September 1st.   

• Finland, reopened schools by mid-May. 

• France. After the summer break, students will return to classes by September 1st with the use of masks 
being compulsory indoors for staff and students over the age of 11. 

https://medicalxpress.com/news/2020-07-south-africa-phase-reopening-schools.html
https://www.voanews.com/covid-19-pandemic/south-africa-schools-close-4-weeks-curb-coronavirus
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/africa/south-africa-teachers-voice-concern-as-schools-reopen/1952118
https://africa.cgtn.com/2020/06/29/tanzanian-schools-reopen-with-strict-health-guidelines/
https://www.togofirst.com/en/education/1306-5718-schools-reopen-on-june-15-2020
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2020-06/01/c_139105832.htm
https://www.albaniandailynews.com/index.php?idm=42211&mod=2
https://balkaninsight.com/2020/08/20/albania-to-open-schools-in-september-despite-covid-19-risks/
https://balkaninsight.com/2020/08/20/albania-to-open-schools-in-september-despite-covid-19-risks/
https://en.armradio.am/2020/05/20/kindergartens-in-yerevan-reopen-after-a-two-month-lockdown/
https://jam-news.net/armenian-schools-will-open-epidemiologists-warn-authorities-rush/
https://www.vindobona.org/article/austria-introduces-traffic-light-system-as-schools-are-reopening
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/world/news/2020-04/belarus-coronavirus-open.html
https://www.politico.eu/article/belgium-lifts-its-lockdown-what-is-allowed-and-when/
https://www.voanews.com/student-union/students-belgium-return-school-after-2-month-covid-break
https://www.politico.eu/article/coronavirus-all-belgian-schools-to-reopen-on-september-1/
https://www.croatiaweek.com/school-heads-and-teachers-in-croatia-satisfied-with-online-classes/
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2020/05/schools-education-lockdowns-coronavirus-covid19/
https://www.cedefop.europa.eu/en/news-and-press/news/cyprus-responses-covid-19-outbreak
https://ee.usembassy.gov/2020-05-08-5/%20https:/www.hm.ee/en/news/estonia-offers-its-digital-education-solutions-free-support-other-countries
https://news.err.ee/1126830/coronavirus-scientific-council-supports-reopening-schools-on-september-1
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-finland/coronavirus-infections-slow-down-in-finland-despite-schools-opening-idUSKBN23B19K
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• Germany. Reopened May 6th. The school year starts at different times in  the 16 states, yet they all agreed 
in July that children will return to schools once the summer holidays are over. The new package of 
measures designed by late August due to an increase in infections supports the safe reopening of schools 
for the new academic year.  

• Greece. Students returned May 4th, but are following guidelines, for example, stay at least two meters 
(6.56 feet) apart. Students and teachers will be required to wear masks when schools reopen for the new 
school year by September 7.  

• Hungary, Schools will keep up digital education methods for the remainder of the term, but are allowed 
to organize consultations for individual students or small groups from June 2nd.  The new school year will 
start by September 1st.  

• Iceland, by June 15th all schools were open, applying social distance and hygiene measures.  

• Italy. Children will return to classes by 14 September with students seated 1m apart and class sizes 
becoming smaller. 

• Lithuania, reopened schools for primary school students by May 25th, other grades joined by early June. 

• Luxembourg. Schools have gradually been reopening since May 4th, with students in their final year of 
secondary school returning first. 

• Netherlands. Students will return to schools after the summer break but they may be exempted if they 
or if someone they live with falls into a high risk category.  

• Norway. Kindergartens were opened on April 20th and its primary schools on April 27th, starting with grade 
1-4. Universities, colleges and vocational schools reopened from April 27th for some students and 
employees. All students were returned to school before the summer holidays. 

• Poland, schools reopened by end of May, then closed for summer and will reopen by September 1st with 
adjusted regulations including allowing principals the  to suspend classes (by groups of for the whole 
school) if outbreaks of COVID were to occur in schools. 

• Portugal, schools reopened by mid-May and are scheduled to open after the break by September 10 

• Romania. By June 2nd schools reopened for learners in the last year of lower and upper secondary school 
to help prepare students for the national exams. The Ministry of Health has prepared sanitary guidelines 
for the new school year scheduled to start by September 14th.  

• Slovak Republic, schools and kindergartens opened by June 1st. Schools are scheduled to reopen by 
September.  

• Slovenia. Children in the first three grades of primary school, final years secondary school, and 
kindergartens returned to classrooms on May 18th. 

• Spain. On May 25th a phased reopening restarted and only last year students of secondary and post-
secondary in territories under phase 2 and 3 of reopening resumed classes. The Ministry of Education has 
prepared guidelines for students to returned to schools by September, measures will be adapted 
depending on the situation in each of Spain's 17 autonomous regions. The Madrid Region has yet to 
announced plans for reopening schools with two weeks to go before the scheduled reopening,  

• Switzerland. May 11th for younger grades. Older children from their 10th year, as well as university 
students, returned on June 8th. 

• Ukraine, kindergartens reopened by late May. 

• United Kingdom. In England, secondary schools were allowed to reopen for years 10 and 12 since June 
10th. Some nursery, pre-school, and reception year 1 and 6 started to go back by early June. In preparation 
for wide school reopening this September, the British Government has published its safety plans for 
England's (in-person) return to school - built on the principle of keeping classes or whole year groups apart 
in separate "bubbles" and the deployment of a track, trace, and test program being developed to limit the 
risk of transmission. In Scotland, schools have already reopened as well as some schools in Northern 
Ireland. England and Wales will follow in September. There are separate guidelines for each.  

• Uzbekistan, is planning to reopen schools from September 14.  
 

https://www.wsj.com/articles/germany-hits-pause-on-reopening-amid-rising-covid-19-infections-11598545067
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/order-from-chaos/2020/06/02/how-greece-can-reopen-without-ruining-its-coronavirus-containment-success/
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-greece-masks/greece-tells-students-to-wear-masks-when-schools-reopen-sept-7-idUSKBN25K1M8
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-greece-masks/greece-tells-students-to-wear-masks-when-schools-reopen-sept-7-idUSKBN25K1M8
https://hungarytoday.hu/hungary-schools-open-coronavirus/
https://dailynewshungary.com/hungarian-schools-to-start-in-classrooms-on-sept-1/
https://www.icelandreview.com/ask-ir/whats-the-status-of-covid-19-in-iceland/
https://www.baltictimes.com/lithuania_s_lockdown_easing__wearing_face_masks_no_longer_mandatory_in_open_spaces/
https://lu.usembassy.gov/covid-19-information/
https://www.government.nl/topics/coronavirus-covid-19/questions-about-coronavirus-and-the-education-sector
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-52796699
https://www.gov.pl/web/edukacja/bezpieczny-powrot-do-szkol-dzialania-men-w-organizacji-roku-szkolnego-20202021-w-warunkach-epidemii
https://www.theportugalnews.com/news/restaurants-cafes-daycare-centres-and-schools-reopen-on-monday/54168
https://www.cedefop.europa.eu/en/news-and-press/news/romania-responses-covid-19-outbreak
https://www.romania-insider.com/health-ministry-safety-rules-schools
https://domov.sme.sk/c/22406854/koronavirus-slovensko-uvolnenie-dalsich-opatreni.html
https://www.total-slovenia-news.com/lifestyle/6142-slovenian-schools-kindergartens-start-re-opening-18-may
https://www.lamoncloa.gob.es/serviciosdeprensa/notasprensa/educacion/Documents/2020/230620-Guia-educacion.pdf
https://english.elpais.com/society/2020-08-19/with-just-weeks-to-go-madrid-region-yet-to-announce-plan-for-the-reopening-of-schools.html
https://www.thenationalherald.com/coronavirus/arthro/schools_subways_open_in_ukraine_as_lockdown_lifted-347116/
https://www.bbc.com/news/education-53253722
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-northern-ireland-53578636
https://www.bbc.com/news/education-51643556
https://www.gazeta.uz/ru/2020/08/25/school-education/?utm_source=push&utm_medium=telegram
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East Asia and the Pacific 

• Australia. States have the authority to follow up different guidelines or protocols given that the education 
system is administered at state level. Throughout the pandemic, schools in most states have remained 
open to children of essential workers and vulnerable children. Between May (New South Wales, 
Queensland, Western Australia) and June (Tasmania, South Australia, Northern Territory, and ACT) most 
students across states returned to school. An exception is the state of Victoria where students returned to 
remote and flexible learning by August 5th, although schools and early childhood education centers are 
only open for vulnerable children and children of permitted workers. 

• Brunei Darussalam. Reopened schools early June for students who will take national examinations.  

• China.  Dates of reopening varied based on the date of last reported case of COVID in the province. Practice 
social distancing whenever possible with examples including  (i) allowing students from certain grades, e.g. 
the graduating classes, to register earlier than others to avoid peak traffic and avoiding large scale 
gathering by canceling parent days, campus events, and large-scale teacher training (ii) managing the 
access of vendors, service providers, and visitors to campus. Seats have plastic dividers to ensure students 
are safely distanced from each other. Re-adjusting school calendar to make up for lost face-to-face 
instruction time. Routinely carry out simple health screening, monitor instances of high-risk symptoms and 
health related absence, and provide daily updates to local authorities. China also developed a contingency 
plan if/when an active case of COVID is found in classroom. Beijing had to re close schools due to a new 
COVID-19 outbreak.  

• Fiji, early childhood centers, primary and secondary schools reopened by July 6th.  

• Indonesia. On June 16 the Education and Culture Ministry announced plans for a phased reopening of 
schools located in low risk areas or “green zones”. By July 20th students started to return to classes in “green 
zones” of the archipelago in accordance with local protocols.  

• Japan. Dates of reopening vary but started in mid-April.  Classrooms are ventilated and students are not 
allowed to gather in clusters. Washing of hands regularly throughout the day, especially before lunch. 
Checking of temperatures regularly. If an infection is confirmed, the infected individual and those who 
were in close contact are to be suspended, according to the guidelines. Temporary closure of classes or the 
entire school is also recommended. 

• Lao PDR. Schools have partially opened for Grade 5, Grade 9 and Grade 12 as the government lifted the 
lockdown during mid-May. Opening the schools for Grade 1-4, 6-8 and 10-11 started on early June. 

• Mongolia.  Schools to reopen in the fall (September20th). 

• Papua New Guinea schools began gradually reopening in late April.  The Department of Education provided 
specific instructions for schools, teachers, and all education authorities to take in prevention of COVID-19. 
Parents can keep their children home if they wish to do so, yet they must inform schools so that children 
can continue their remote learning.  Some of the prevention measures include mandatory facemasks for 
students and teachers and hand sanitizers or hand basins with soaps for hand washing in every recess 
break. However, implementation of measures appears challenging, with lack of masks in some areas and 
abundance in others. Some parents have resorted to sow masks themselves.  

• New Zealand, schools reopened by mid-May and have not reported closures since. 

• South Korea. After delays, began the school year in April online, then moved to in-person learning, 
beginning with high school seniors, followed by middle school seniors, juniors, and elementary schools by 
May 20th. Since then, some schools and districts have re-closed or gone on lockdown after increase in 
confirmed cases. This has helped curb the rise of transmissions. By  August 25th, schools and kindergartens  
in Seoul have closed due to increase in cases and aproxmately 200 staff and students infected over the past 
two weeks.   

• Singapore. Schools fully reopened by early June. Measures include temperature checks, use of masks, strict 
hygiene, among others,  

• Tonga. After reopening, schools closed by end of June to test how students, teachers, and parents cope 
with at-home learning. The remote learning school trial included using radio, TV, and internet.  

https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2020/aug/26/australia-covid-19-lockdown-rules-coronavirus-restrictions-by-state-how-far-can-travel-interstate-border-social-distancing-nsw-victoria-vic-queensland-qld-wa-sa-act-how-many-people-over-house
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/department/Pages/coronavirus.aspx
https://thescoop.co/2020/05/21/brunei-partially-reopens-schools-on-june-2-as-coronavirus-concerns-ease/
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/17/world/asia/coronavirus-beijing-china.html
https://www.fbcnews.com.fj/news/covid-19/decision-to-reopen-schools-not-rushed/
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2020/06/16/indonesia-to-allow-phased-reopening-of-schools-in-covid-19-green-zones-minister.html
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2020/06/16/indonesia-to-allow-phased-reopening-of-schools-in-covid-19-green-zones-minister.html
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2020/07/16/schools-could-become-new-clusters-of-covid-19-transmission-indonesian-red-cross.html
https://www.unicef.org/laos/stories/safely-back-school
https://covid19.info.gov.pg/files/28042020/Secretary%20Circular%20Instruction%205%20of%202020.pdf.pdf
https://www.rnz.co.nz/international/pacific-news/416597/png-schools-adjust-to-new-normal
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/may/11/ardern-announces-new-zealand-will-reopen-schools-offices-and-restaurants-this-week
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-53901707
https://www.usnews.com/news/world/articles/2020-06-02/schools-reopen-as-singapore-eases-lockdown-restrictions
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/jun/17/coronavirus-in-the-pacific-weekly-briefing
https://matangitonga.to/2020/06/30/students-enjoy-home-school-trial
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• Tuvalu Schools reopened on April 27th.  The country closed its borders early and implemented tight 
measures. As of end July, it remains one of the few COVID19-free countries.  

• Vietnam's upper secondary schools and universities and colleges reopened in some provinces and then re-
closed in compliance with the social distancing directive from the Prime Minister. By mid-May, Vietnam 
had fully reopened all schools. The Ministry of Education and Training (MOET) developed a list of 16 priority 
responses for the basic education sector, and has sought support from development partners on 
implementation.1 These priorities relate to, for example, (1) the safe operation of schools to reduce virus 
transmission, including the availability of hygiene materials and part-time in-person classes for crowded 
classrooms; (2) bridging the learning gap related to school closures, including stronger distance education 
provision, curriculum streamlining, teacher training, and promoting awareness for parents, students, and 
others; and (3) protecting the most vulnerable, including raising caregivers' awareness on child nutrition 
needs, psychological support, and distance education materials in ethnic minority languages. 

 

Latin, Central and North America 

• Anguilla. By late May the Ministry and Department of Education informed that classes restarted with 
some limitations. 

• Argentina. Three provinces have reopened schools in August, San Juan, Formosa and Catamarca, on a 
voluntary basis and under a strict sanitary protocol. 

• Canada. As of July 29th, all provinces had announced that most or all of their students will return to 
school in September.   In provinces such as British Columbia and Quebec, students will be divided into 
“learning groups” which will be the group students can interact with, which the government says will 
reduce the risk of transmission among students, while improving contact tracing in the event of an 
outbreak. Additional resources have also been allocated at provincial level to help schools prepare for the 
upcoming school year, which will go towards increased cleaning expenses, hand-washing stations and 
additional supplies for students and teachers. For a summary of the back-to-school plans by province, 
click here.  

• Mexico the new school year started this August 24th using remote learning (television and radio) until the 
pandemic allows for students to return to school. The Secretary of Education has made agreements with 
television corporations so that they schedule the emission of educational content for 24 hours and seven 
days a week through six channels. For those who can’t access televised content, radio content as well as 
textbook distribution will be put in place.  

• Nicaragua.  Schools and public universities started classes by April 20th after the regular holidays. The 
Government has allowed private schools to close. Attendance is low-medium in urban areas and higher in 
rural areas. 

• Panama has started the school year this July 20th with an adapted curriculum to focus on essential learning 
and using distance learning to reach children in all grades, as well as children with disabilities. There is no 
known date for face to face learning to start.  

• Peru, by July 1st in-person teaching at primary and secondary schools was planned for schools located in 
rural areas with limited means of communication, internet connectivity, and zero COVID-19 infections. Plan 
was postponed and no in person schooling is allowed.  In regions where there is limited access to internet, 
TV lessons are being prioritized to reach more students.  

• The United States. On July 23rd, the Center for Disease, Control and Prevention issued a statement on 
school reopening and relevant guidelines.  It also released the “Plan, Prepare, and Respond” guidelines 
targeting administrators, caregivers, and parents about safety in schooling.  States and school districts are 
opening online, in-person, or in a blended way, a state by state list on the status of reopening can be found 
here.  .  

 
1 This information was extracted from the Mitigating the impact of COVID-19 on learning and skill formation in Vietnam, prepared by the World 
Bank’s Education Global Practice team for Vietnam. The larger document summarizes the Government’s comprehensive Education Response to 
COVID19 and can be requested from the team (contact Dilip Parajuli (Sr. Education Economist) at dparajuli@worldbank.org).   

https://www.ctvnews.ca/who-heads-back-to-class-in-september-a-look-at-school-reopenings-by-province-1.5042739
https://listindiario.com/las-mundiales/2020/08/03/629094/mexico-comenzara-el-nuevo-curso-escolar-a-distancia-el-24-de-agosto
https://www.infobae.com/america/mexico/2020/08/13/sep-este-es-el-calendario-escolar-oficial-para-educacion-basica/#:~:text=El%20ciclo%20escolar%202020%2D2021,sin%20clases%20por%20labores%20administrativas.
https://www.telemetro.com/nacionales/2020/07/20/panama-reinicia-ano-escolar-mediante/3060569.html
https://pe.usembassy.gov/covid-19-information/
https://www.nytimes.com/es/2020/08/17/espanol/educacion-television.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/index.html
https://www.today.com/parents/when-will-school-open-here-s-state-state-list-t179718
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• Uruguay began the return to classes in some rural areas by late April and moved in phases. By June 29th. 
Uruguay reached a full reopening of schools with 256 thousand students coming back to classes in 
Montevideo. Some of the main characteristics of the gradual reopening so far are mandatory testing of 
school staff and teachers, blended learning, allowing teachers and staff who are at high risk (over 65 years 
old or with pre-existing conditions) to remain home. Students' return is optional, and children are split into 
smaller groups in each class, extended hours for learning are suspended, and everyone must wear face 
masks.  

Middle East and North Africa 

• In Algeria, schools remain closed for the summer holidays, with students in grade 12 expected to return 
shortly to review for exams taking place in October 2020.   

• Lebanon. Schools will likely reopen in late September according to the Ministry of Education and Higher 
Education. A hybrid model will be adopted though details are not yet known.  
For information on additional countries, see main text Section 1. Countries Reopening Schools.  
 

South Asia 

• Pakistan, by  late August authorities are considering to  reopen schools by phases starting on September 

15th  they will make the final decision on September 7 

 

https://cnnespanol.cnn.com/video/escuelas-uruguay-normalidad-apertura-clases-adaptacion-perspectivas-buenos-aires-pkg-dario-klein/
https://www.infobae.com/america/america-latina/2020/06/29/uruguay-completa-la-reapertura-de-las-escuelas-256-mil-alumnos-vuelven-a-clase-en-montevideo/
https://www.bbc.com/mundo/noticias-america-latina-53579960
https://www.arabnews.com/node/1723551/middle-east
https://gulfnews.com/world/asia/pakistan/pakistan-mulls-phased-reopening-of-schools-universities-from-sept-15-1.73465338

