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indirect tax differentiation

Although the tax law is the same for men and women in most 

economies, labor force participation by women—particularly 

married women—is more likely to change in response to changes 

in tax rules than is labor force participation by men.6 Therefore 

in many economies the tax law differentiates between men and 

women indirectly because female labor force participation is more 

sensitive to tax rates.

Women, Business and the Law measures indirect tax differentiation 

by comparing 2 families with the same total income. In 1 family 

the income is earned entirely by 1 spouse, while in the other the 

income is earned equally by both spouses. A tax regime that favors 

equal distribution of income across spouses is more likely to favor 

women because women are less likely to have a job. On average, 

only 75 women have a job for every 100 men that have one in the 

128 economies covered by Women, Business and the Law. 

Tax regimes are complex because it is impossible to implement 

the optimal personal income tax system—one that follows both 

the principle of progressivity and the principle of equal taxation 

for equal income. Progressivity implies that higher-income 

families pay a higher percentage of their income in taxes. Equal 

taxation for equal income implies that families with the same total 

income pay the same tax regardless of family composition. This 

is compatible with a flat tax system, where there is only 1 tax rate 

no matter the income. But it is incompatible with a progressive tax 

system, where tax rates differ for different income levels.

The incompatibility of these 2 principles is at the heart of the 

dealing with taxes indicator. In many economies with progressive 

tax systems, families whose income is earned entirely by 1 spouse 

face higher tax burdens than families whose income is earned 

equally by both spouses even though the total income is the 

same. For that reason Women, Business and the Law calculates 
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Figure 5.1 Who pays more taxes—families with 1 wage earner or 2?

Source: Women, Business and the Law database. 

Note: The bars represent the regional averages for the tax liability of a single wage earner family as a percentage of the tax 
liability of a double wage earner family where both adults contribute equally to the income. Under option 1 the income 
level for both families is 6 times income per capita. Under option 2 the income level is set at twice 110% of the lower limit 
of the 2nd highest tax bracket, plus tax relief.
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the ratio of tax liabilities for these 2 types of families for 2 income 

levels. In option 1 family income is 6 times income per capita, 

while in option 2 family income is twice 110% of the lower limit 

of the 2nd highest tax bracket, plus tax relief to ensure the income 

is high enough to be taxable. Joint filing of taxes—allowed in 32 

of the 115 economies for which information is available—can also 

affect the tax liability ratio. 

The data in figure 5.1 should be interpreted as follows. A ratio 

above 100% implies that tax law favors a more equal income 

distribution within households, because the tax liability of a family 

with 1 wage earner is higher than that of a family with 2. This is 

the most common case due to the progressivity of tax rates in 

most economies. A ratio of exactly 100% implies that tax law is 

neutral in terms of income distribution within households. This 

case applies mainly to flat tax regimes.

Many Eastern European economies have flat tax systems that tax 

everyone at the same rate regardless of income. Such systems can 

be found in Albania, Azerbaijan, Bulgaria and Georgia, among oth-

ers. This system partly explains the low average ratios in Eastern 

Europe and Central Asia (figure 5.1).

Of the 23 economies studied in Sub-Saharan Africa, only Togo 

imposes the same tax liabilities on families with 1 wage earner 

or 2. Indeed, among regions Sub-Saharan Africa has the largest 

differences between the tax liabilities of families in which husbands 

earn all income and families in which income is earned by both 

spouses (when calculated using family income as 6 times income 

per capita). This difference is due to the large variations in tax rates 

for different income tax brackets in Sub-Saharan Africa. In most 

cases the taxpayer in a single wage earner family is in a higher 

income bracket than the taxpayers in a double wage earner family, 

resulting in a much higher tax liability for the former.

In Uganda there is a 7,507% difference between the tax liabilities 

of the 2 types of families under option 1. In this case the standard 

reliefs that practically offset the tax base (and so the income 

subject to the tax rate) for other types of families are not large 

enough to have the same effect on single wage earner families, so 

their tax liability is much higher. But when the income based on tax 

brackets is used (option 2), the ratio drops to 125%. Option 2 also 

brings the Sub-Saharan average more in line with other regions.

None of the 12 economies studied in East Asia and the Pacific 

imposes the same tax liability on families with 1 wage earner or 2. 

Ratios between the tax liabilities of single and double wage earner 

families are high in China (421%) and Singapore (478%). In both 

cases tax brackets encompass narrow income ranges, causing 

single wage earner families to pay more than 4 times the taxes 

paid by double wage earner families. 

In South Asia 4 of the 5 economies studied (Bangladesh, India, 

Nepal and Pakistan) have no personal tax liability for income 

under option 1. When income is increased, families with 1 wage 

earner face higher taxes than families with 2 in all 5 economies. 

In Latin America and the Caribbean half the economies in the 

sample impose no tax liability on the sample families under option 

1 because income is below the taxable threshold. Elsewhere in the 

region, the difference in tax liabilities is small except in Peru and 

Uruguay, where the tax liability of the single wage earner family is 

twice that of the double wage earner family. But when the higher 

income defined in option 2 is used, differences in tax liabilities 

increase significantly.

Among the 26 high-income OECD economies in the sample, the 

difference in tax liabilities for the 2 types of families is generally 

small. Among the 12 economies from the Middle East and North 

Africa, Kuwait, Oman, Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates 

do not tax personal income. Algeria is the only economy in the 

region where income taxes are the same for single and double wage 

earner families. 

1 Eissa (1995).

2 Eissa and Hoynes (2004).

3 Eissa, Kleven and Kreiner (2008).

4 Stancanelli (2008).

5 Crossley and Jeon (2007).

6 Jaumotte (2003) and LaLumia (2008).



3 1W O M E N ,  B U S I N E S S  A N D  T H E  L A W  2 0 1 0

Building credit

Maria, who is from Guatemala, took a 
small loan from a local microfinance 
institution to start a business. She 
repaid the original loan and took out 
another. As her business grew, Maria 
returned to the microfinance institution 
for additional financing. She was 
a model borrower, always repaying 
her loans on time. Eventually Maria 
was able to graduate to conventional 
financing. 

Maria benefits from the fact that credit bureaus in Guatemala 

collect and distribute information from microfinance institutions. 

Her history of repaying loans on time will help her get a loan 

from a conventional bank. Because Guatemala does not have a 

minimum loan size for inclusion in its credit bureaus, Maria will 

not be excluded from the database. 

Access to finance is an important constraint for women-owned 

businesses, which for a variety of reasons have less access to 

traditional financial services and as a result are less likely to 

grow. In a 2004 survey of female Bosnian entrepreneurs, 54% 

reported that obstacles prevented them from accessing formal 

credit.1 These obstacles included lack of property registered in 

their names, traditional views about a woman’s role in the home 

and women’s tendency to be in lower-profit industries considered 

higher risks by banks. Another study in Eastern Europe and 

Central Asia found that businesses run by women are less likely 

to obtain bank loans than businesses managed by men.2 In Italy 

women pay more for overdraft facilities than do men, yet there 

is no evidence that women are a greater risk.3 Indeed, women 

around the world usually start their businesses with lower levels 

of financial capital than men do.4

With the advent of microfinance institutions in the 1970s, poor 

women in some parts of the world were able to access credit for 

the first time. By 2006 more than 3,330 microfinance institu-

tions reached 133 million clients—93 million of them among the 

poorest groups when they took their first loans, and 85% of the 

poorest were women.5 

Table 6.1 shows data from a sample of microfinance institu-

tions that voluntarily report to 2 major sources of information: 

Microfinance Information Exchange and Microcredit Summit 

Campaign, complemented by an inventory of microfinance 

institutions in Latin America and the Caribbean. Global numbers 

Table 6.1 Microfinance borrowers by region 

Region Number of Active Borrowers Number of Women Borrowers Percent Women Borrowers

East Asia & Pacific 10,164,881 5,157,965 51%

Eastern Europe & Central Asia 1,809,281 811,421 45%

Latin America & Carribean 10,287,074 6,519,107 63%

Middle East & North Africa 2,252,225 1,302,458 58%

South Asia 35,749,873 33,395,771 93%

Sub-Saharan Africa 6,439,231 3,648,692 57%

Total 66,702,565 50,835,414 76%

Source:Mix Market database.

Note: The data presented in the table above is available at http://www.mixmarket.org/mfi/indicators. The number of active borrowers includes men, women 
and institutional borrowers. Only microfinance institutions that provide sex disaggregated data are included in these calculations. Those microfinance 
institutions represent 89% of the total number of active borrowers within the Mix Market database.
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of microfinance borrowers are probably much higher than the 

data shown in the table. In 2007 microloans benefited about 500 

million of the world’s poorest people when all family members 

(not just borrowers) are taken into account.6

This report focuses on 2 practices related to accessing credit that 

may benefit women more than men: the minimum loan threshold 

required by private credit bureaus and public credit registries, 

and credit bureaus and registries that collect information from 

microfinance institutions. Low minimum loan thresholds are more 

favorable to small businesses, which are more likely to be owned 

by women.7 Smaller businesses typically have greater difficulty 

securing bank loans and pay higher interest rates than larger 

businesses.8 When these businesses take out loans, they tend to 

be small ones. But even with low thresholds, these small busi-

nesses can build credit histories. And because women make up 

the majority of microfinance users, they are more likely to benefit 

from credit bureaus and registries that collect and distribute 

microfinance data. Having a record of their loans and repayments 

allows women to graduate to larger loans from banks and other 

financial institutions. 

There are many facets to the challenge of accessing finance. 

This chapter does not identify laws that create differences 

between men’s and women’s ability to access credit. Nor is it a 

comprehensive study of the constraints that prevent women from 

accessing credit through formal institutions. Women’s ability to 

provide collateral, access a personal identification number for use 

in credit bureaus and claim full possession over the assets and 

profits of their businesses are important factors in getting loans 

from commercial banks. For instance, if women cannot freely 

use their property as collateral, their ability to secure bank loans 

will likely be limited. Some of these other constraints may be 

explored in future editions of Women, Business and the Law. This 
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Figure 6.1 Economies where microfinance institutions provide information to credit bureaus and registries, by region

Source: Women, Business and the Law database; Doing Business database.
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pilot report focuses on 1 important element of women’s ability to 

access finance—the ability to leverage their reputations through 

repayment history.

In 10 of the 128 economies studied for this report, minimum loan 

thresholds in private credit bureaus and public registries are more 

than 10 times income per capita. Except for Jordan and Nepal, 

all these economies are in Sub-Saharan Africa. In Benin, Burkina 

Faso, Côte d’Ivoire, Madagascar, Mali, Niger, Senegal and Togo 

minimum loan thresholds range from 10 times income per capita 

to 30 times (in Niger). In Nepal the minimum loan threshold 

is 86 times income per capita; in Jordan it is 12 times. But in 91 

economies the minimum loan threshold is less than 1% of income 

per capita.

Among the economies studied, 42 have credit bureaus or 

registries that collect information from microfinance institutions. 

The percentage of economies where microfinance institutions 

provide credit information to credit bureaus or registries is highest 

in Latin America and the Caribbean and lowest in Sub-Saharan 

Africa (figure 6.1). The information provided by credit bureaus and 

registries may not be used very often by lenders in Sub-Saharan 

Africa due to the low coverage of credit bureaus. But this low 

coverage could be the result of credit bureaus not collecting 

information from microfinance institutions. OECD high-income 

economies were omitted from the sample because microfinance 

institutions are far more common in developing economies. And 

for the most part, traditional bank financing is widely available to 

women in OECD economies, making microfinance providers less 

critical to women’s quest for capital. 

1 World Learning Star Network (2004).

2 Muravyev, Talavera and Schäfer (2009).

3 Alesina, Lotti and Mistrulli (2008).

4 Robb and Coleman (2008).

5 http://pslforum.worldbankgroup.org/docs/WBFinancialCrisis_0903.ppt.

6 http://www.microcreditsummit.org/uploads/socrs/SOCR2009_English.
pdf.

7 Coleman and Carsky (1996); Coleman (2000); Orser, Hogarth-Scott and 
Riding (2000); Robb and Wolken (2002).

8 Fabowale, Orser and Riding (1995); Storey (2004); Brau (2002).
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Going to court

Paru owns a small pottery business 
in India, making traditional pots and 
selling them to retail shops. Recently 
she was awarded a $200 contract to 
provide clay planters. She went out on 
a financial limb to fulfill the contract, 
borrowing money to buy supplies. But 
she never received payment after she 
delivered the planters, and her repeated 
attempts to get paid were rebuffed. Now 
the borrowed money must be repaid. 
Paru cannot afford a lawyer and does 
not have time to wait for her case to 
work its way through the courts. But 
her neighbor recently told her about the 
Indian Court of Small Causes. 

The Court of Small Causes is a small claims court. Small claims 

courts have jurisdiction over simple commercial and civil disputes 

for claims below a set amount. The Court of Small Causes, for 

example, cannot hear claims above $225. 

Dispute resolution can be expensive for small businesses. Seeing 

a commercial case through completion—even a relatively simple 

one—can be costly and time consuming. In India a standard 

contract enforcement case involves 46 procedures, takes 1,420 

days and costs about 40% of the value of the claim.1 For a small 

business owner like Paru, such expensive, complex and protracted 

processes make the regular court system an impractical recourse. 

Why this matters

The United Nations Development Programme cites long delays, 

prohibitive costs and formal legal procedures as barriers to access 

to justice.2 Research has shown that legal formalities and the 

costs of litigation, both direct and incidental, discourage poor 

people from accessing courts.3 Even for relatively simple disputes, 

legal formalities are associated with lower contract enforceability, 

longer duration of cases and a perception among participants of 

lower-quality justice.4 

Small claims courts expedite dispute resolution and improve ac-

cess to justice for minor disputes of relatively low value. They do 

so by setting aside legal formalities and using simplified proce-

dures. Simpler processes and more relaxed rules lower costs for 

claimants, who can file and present their own cases. In addition, 

filing fees are lower and judges issue decisions rapidly.5 For small 

business owners, small claims courts can provide a preferable 

forum for resolving simple disputes. 

Small claims courts can make access to justice more accessible to 

low income people by providing lower costs and less formalistic 

proceedings. In a 1999 survey in Singapore, 98% of respondents 

agreed that small claims tribunals provided a low-cost forum for 

resolving simple disputes. In addition, the informality of small 

claims tribunals likely makes them more attractive to low-income 

litigants.6

The inclusion of this indicator is based on the importance of 

accessible justice and effective dispute resolution mechanisms for 

small businesses, regardless of the owner’s sex. But studies have 

shown that businesses owned by women tend to be smaller than 

those owned by men.7 They also tend to have lower profits, lower 

growth rates and less capital, and are 3 times more likely to be 

run out of entrepreneurs’ homes than businesses owned by men.8 

Thus the existence of small claims courts—with their lower costs, 

speedier services, and simpler processes—may disproportionately 

benefit businesses owned by women (figure 7.1).
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Data by region

Of the 128 economies studied in this report, 41 have small 

claims courts or simplified procedures for low-value claims. They 

deal with claims as small as Paru’s, discussed above, and up to 

$21,000 in the Republic of Korea. More than half of the econo-

mies that have small claims courts set the maximum claim value 

at up to 25% of income per capita. 

Small claims courts are most prevalent in OECD high-income 

economies, existing in 16 of the 26 economies covered in this 

report (table 7.1). Nearly a third of the economies studied in 

Eastern Europe and Central Asia also have small claims courts, 

all of them in Eastern Europe. One reason for the high number 

of small claims courts in these regions is that the European 

Union—to reduce costs, simplify claims and improve access to 

justice—issued a new regulation creating a small claims proce-

dure for civil and commercial cross-border cases worth less than 

2,000 euros.9 The new regulation is likely to aid in combating 

late payments in commercial transactions, an issue the European 
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Figure 7.1 Where small claims courts exist, women are slightly more likely to run businesses and have jobs

Source: Women, Business and the Law database; World Bank Enterprise Surveys database.

Note: The Enterprise Surveys database includes 89 economies with data on the percentage of full-time female workers in 
manufacturing. Twenty of those economies have a small claims court. The database includes 34 economies with data 
on the percentage of firms with a female top manager, 9 of which have a small claims court. The World Bank Enterprise 
Survey data are for 2002 to 2009.

Table 7.1 Where are small claims courts available?

Region Economy

Middle East  
& North Africa

Saudi Arabia, Syrian Arab Republic

South Asia Bangladesh, India

Sub-Saharan 
Africa

Ethiopia, South Africa, Zambia

Latin America 
& Caribbean

Brazil, Colombia, El Salvador, Puerto Rico

East Asia  
& Pacific

Hong Kong (China), Malaysia, Papua New Guinea, 
Philippines, Singapore, Taiwan (China) 

Eastern Europe 
& Central Asia

Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Estonia, 
Montenegro, Poland, Serbia, Slovenia, Turkey

High income 
OECD

Australia, Canada, Denmark, Germany, Greece, 
Ireland, Japan, Korea, Rep., Netherlands, New 
Zealand, Norway, Portugal, Slovak Republic, Sweden, 
United Kingdom, United States 

Source: Women, Business and the Law database; Doing Business database.
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Figure 7.2 Prevalence of small claims courts and length of commercial disputes

Source: Women, Business and the Law database; Doing Business database.

Union recognizes as being particularly problematic for the survival 

of small businesses.10

Less than half of the economies covered in East Asia and the 

Pacific and South Asia have small claims courts. In Latin America 

and the Caribbean, only a fifth of the economies in the sample 

have these courts. 

Small claims courts are least common in the Middle East and 

North Africa (operating in 2 of 13 economies studied) and Sub-

Saharan Africa (3 of 28). These regions are where small claims 

courts are likely to be beneficial, as processes in a regular court 

are lengthy (figure 7.2).

1 World Bank (2009a).

2 Access to Justice Practice Note 9/3/2004 http://www.undp.org/ 
governance/docs/Justice_PN_English.pdf

3 Gloppen and Kanyongolo (2007).

4 Djankov, La Porta, Lopez-de-Silanes, and Shleifer (2003).

5 Zucker and Herr (2003).

6 Yew (2008).

7 Orser, Hogarth-Scott and Riding (2000).

8 Catley and Hamilton (1998).

9 Regulation (EC) No 861/2007 of the European Parliament and of the 
Council of 11 July 2007 establishing a European small claims procedure.

10 Directive 2000/35/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 
29 June 2000 on combating late payment in commercial transactions.
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Data notes

Women, Business and the Law examines laws and regulations that 

affect women’s ability to earn an income, either by starting and 

running their own businesses or by getting jobs. When it comes to 

women’s rights, different economies have different cultural norms 

and values that are reflected in their legislation. This report does 

not seek to judge or rank countries, but to provide information to 

inform dialogue and research about women’s economic rights. 

Covering 128 economies, Women, Business and the Law provides 

data covering 6 areas—accessing institutions, using property, 

getting a job, dealing with taxes, building credit and going to 

court—in a way that is easy to comprehend and compare:

Accessing institutionsff —explores women’s legal ability to 

interact with public authorities and the private sector in the 

same ways as men. 

Using propertyff —analyzes women’s ability to access and 

use property based on their ability to own, manage, control 

and inherit it. 

Getting a jobff —assesses restrictions on women’s work such 

as prohibitions on working at night or in certain industries. 

This indicator also covers laws on work-related maternity 

and paternity benefits and on retirement ages.

Dealing with taxesff —examines personal income tax 

liabilities, taking into account tax credits and deductions 

available to women relative to men.

Building creditff —identifies minimum loan thresholds in 

private credit bureaus and public credit registries and 

tracks bureaus and registries that collect information from 

microfinance institutions.

Going to courtff —considers the ease and affordability of 

accessing justice by examining small claims courts. 

The report builds on the experience of the Doing Business project 

to develop objective indicators of impediments to entrepreneur-

ship and employment for women. Doing Business analyzes regula-

tions that apply to a business throughout its life cycle—including 

start-up and operations, trading across borders, paying taxes 

and closing a business—across 183 economies. As in the Doing 

Business project, Women, Business and the Law places a strong 

emphasis on written law. 

At the inception of the Women, Business and the Law project, the 

Gender Law Library was created to provide a public repository of 

laws and regulations affecting women’s economic opportunities. 

The 6 sets of indicators were created by examining the informa-

tion in the library to see what laws most affect women’s business 

rights. Legislation from across the legal spectrum was found 

to affect women’s economic potential, sometimes directly and 

sometimes indirectly. The indicators capture laws that directly 

differentiate between men and women as well as laws that 

indirectly have more impact on women given their likelihood of 

being secondary income earners, microfinance clients and small 

business owners.

To condense such a large volume of disparate information, broadly 

based legal questions were posed to determine where women and 

men have the same rights and where they have different rights. 

Constitutions, gender equality laws, marriage and family codes, 

labor laws, passport procedures, citizenship rules, inheritance 

statutes, tax regulations, land laws and social security codes were 

consulted to determine the sources of gender differentiation in 

the law. Responses from Doing Business 2010 surveys on paying 

taxes, getting credit and enforcing contracts were also used. The 

data from the surveys were checked for accuracy by referencing 

the law, which led to revisions or expansions of the information 

collected.

The Women, Business and the Law methodology offers several 

advantages. It is transparent and uses factual information derived 

directly from laws and regulations. Because standard assumptions 

are used when collecting data for the 6 areas covered, compari-

sons are valid across economies. Finally, the data identify both 

potential obstacles to women in business and legislative sources 

that can be changed as a result of this new information. 

The report’s focus on written legislation does not disregard the 

often large gap between laws on the books and actual practices: it 

recognizes that women do not always have access to the equality 

that they are entitled to by law. But data on formal legal differen-

tiation provides a first step to identifying potential challenges for 

women in the 6 areas studied.
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The report team welcomes feedback on the methodology and 

construction of this pilot set of indicators and looks forward to 

improving both its coverage and scope. Feedback and contribu-

tions to the Gender Law Library are also appreciated. All the data 

and their sources are publicly available at http://wbl.worldbank.org.

The following questions were asked to construct the 6 topics. 

Each question is followed by information on how the answers 

were standardized and made comparable across all 128 econo-

mies. Assumptions, where used, are also listed. 

Accessing institutions

Assumptions about women:

They have reached the legal age of majority. ff

They are sane, competent, in good health and have no ff

criminal records.

Where married, marriages are monogamous.ff

Do men and women have equal capacity by law?1. 

For women to have the same capacity as men, they must ff

legally be able to do all of the following in the same way as 

men: get jobs, enter into contracts, use and own property, 

register businesses, testify in court, get passports, travel, 

pass on citizenship to their children and husbands, become 

heads of households and file taxes. Additionally, they should 

not be legally mandated to obey their husbands unless 

there is reciprocity in such requirements.

For the purposes of this question, responses for both single ff

and married women are taken into account. Thus any law 

limiting the capacity of married or single women means that 

women do not have the same capacity as men. 

Customary law is not taken into account. ff

Do married men and married women have equal capacity by 2. 

law?

Many laws limiting the capacity of women involve the legal ff

rights of married women relative to those of married men. 

For example, married women can be required to get their 

husbands’ permission before conducting certain activities or 

a variety of transactions. At times they are simply required 

to obey their husbands. Where there is no reciprocity in 

such provisions, married women are not considered to have 

the same capacity as married men. 

Customary law is not taken into account.ff

Using property

Assumptions about women:

They have reached the legal age of majority. ff

They are sane, competent, in good health and have no ff

criminal records.

Where married, marriages are monogamous.ff

Owning property
Do men and women have equal ownership rights over mov-3. 

able and immovable property?

This question examines whether there are gender-based ff

differences in property rights. The term “ownership”, as 

used here, encompasses the ability to manage, control, 

administer, access, encumber, receive, dispose of and 

transfer property. 

The main areas of differentiation between women and ff

men in exercising property rights lie in the rights granted 

to spouses under various marital property regimes. Some 

marital property regimes grant spouses equal treatment for 

property ownership. Others grant husbands administrative 

control over jointly owned martial property. Still others 

grant husbands administrative control over their wives’ 

property. For the purposes of this question, an economy’s 

default marital property regime is examined. 

Customary law is not taken into account. ff

If legislation differentiates among subsets of women, ff

the situation of the most restricted subset is used unless 

women are offered a choice.
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Inheriting property
Do men and women have equal inheritance rights over mov-4. 

able and immovable property?

This question examines whether there are gender-based ff

differences in the rules of intestate succession.

Inheritance is examined from the perspective of the ff

recipient. 

The inheritance rights of surviving spouses and descen-ff

dants are examined to determine the order and amount 

of shares and whether the division of property differs for 

women and men. 

Customary law is not taken into account. ff

If legislation differentiates among subsets of women, ff

the situation of the most restricted subset is used unless 

women are offered a choice. 

Getting a job 

Assumptions about women:

They have reached the legal age of majority. ff

They are sane, competent, in good health and have no ff

criminal records.

If a question assumes that a woman is pregnant, it is her ff

first pregnancy and she is carrying only 1 child.

They have been working long enough to accrue all benefits, ff

including any maternity or retirement benefits.

Assumptions about men:

They have reached the legal age of majority. ff

They are sane, competent, in good health and have no ff

criminal records.

If a question assumes that a man’s wife is pregnant, it is his ff

first child and a single birth is expected.

They have been working long enough to accrue all benefits, ff

including any paternity or retirement benefits.

Working hour and industry restrictions
Can women work the same night hours as men?5. 

This question does not factor in night work restrictions on ff

pregnant women or nursing mothers. 

Can women work in all industries?6. 

This question is designed to determine if there are specific ff

industries where women explicitly or implicitly cannot 

work except in limited circumstances. Explicit restrictions 

are examined on women working in, for example, the 

mining industry, as are implicit restrictions stating that 

women cannot work in “dangerous” or “arduous” situa-

tions. Restrictions on pregnant or working mothers are not 

included in this question.

Can pregnant and nursing mothers work the same hours and 7. 

in the same industries as men and other women?

This question is designed to determine if working hour and ff

industry restrictions apply to all women or just to pregnant 

women and nursing mothers.

Parental benefits—maternity
Does the government mandate paid or unpaid maternity leave 8. 

for women employees?

Here maternity leave can be paid or unpaid, as long as the ff

government explicitly mandates some form of maternity leave. 

What is the mandatory minimum length of paid maternity 9. 

leave (in calendar days)?

This is the number of days of maternity leave paid by the ff

government, the employer or both.

Who pays maternity leave benefits? 10. 

This question covers whether maternity leave benefits are paid ff

by the government, the employer or both. If only the employer 

pays maternity leave benefits, the employer bears the entire 

cost of the benefits and is paying the employee directly.

If the answer is N/A, no paid maternity leave is available.ff
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What percentage of wages is paid during maternity leave?11. 

This is the total percentage of wages covered by all sources ff

during paid maternity leave. When different percentages for 

wages are covered at different stages of maternity leave, a 

weighted average of this percentage is calculated; weights 

are proportional to the duration of those stages.

If the answer is N/A, no paid maternity leave is available. ff

What is the mandatory minimum length of unpaid maternity 12. 

leave (in calendar days)?

This is the number of days of optional unpaid maternity ff

leave that an employer must provide in addition to paid 

maternity leave. Parental leave that is optional for both 

parents is documented here.

Parental benefits—paternity
Does the government mandate paid or unpaid paternity leave? 13. 

Paternity leave is mandated if the law explicitly states that ff

fathers can take paternity leave, paid or unpaid. If a father is 

entitled to optional parental leave or can take the remainder 

of the mother’s unused maternity leave, this counts as 

paternity leave.

What is the mandatory minimum length of paternity leave (in 14. 

calendar days)?

This is the number of days of paternity leave, paid or unpaid. ff

It also includes parental leave that can be used by either 

mothers or fathers and any leftover maternity leave that the 

father is entitled to take.

If paternity leave is paid, who pays the benefits? 15. 

This question covers whether paternity leave benefits are paid ff

by the government, the employer or both. If only the employer 

pays paternity leave benefits, the employer bears the entire 

cost of the benefits and is paying the employee directly.

If the answer is N/A, no paternity leave is available. ff

If the answer is No, paternity is available but not paid.ff

Retirement ages
Unless otherwise specified, the retirement data cited in this report 

are drawn from Social Security Administration, 2008, “Social 

Security Programs throughout the World,” http://www. 

socialsecurity.gov/policy/docs/progdesc/ssptw/index.html.

What is the statutory retirement age for men in the private 16. 

sector?

This is the age at which men working in the private sector ff

can retire and receive full benefits.

What is the statutory retirement age for women in the private 17. 

sector?

This is the age at which women working in the private ff

sector can retire and receive full benefits.

What is the minimum pensionable age for men?18. 

This is the age at which men can retire and receive pension ff

benefits, even if the benefits are smaller than they would 

have been at the statutory retirement age. Minimum 

pensionable age is also called early pensionable age. 

What is the minimum pensionable age for women?19. 

This is the age at which women can retire and receive ff

pension benefits, even if the benefits are smaller than they 

would have been at the statutory retirement age. Minimum 

pensionable age is also called early pensionable age.

In the private sector, is it mandatory to retire at the statutory 20. 

retirement age? 

If there is an age after which a person is no longer allowed ff

to work, and that age is the same as the statutory retire-

ment age, then it is mandatory to retire at the statutory 

retirement age. But if there is an age after which a person is 

no longer allowed to work, and that age is different from the 

statutory retirement age, then it is not mandatory to retire 

at the statutory retirement age.
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Dealing with taxes

The background information here comes from the paying taxes 

survey conducted for Doing Business 2010. That information was 

used to calculate tax liabilities for 4 standardized families, and 

those data were used to answer questions about whether tax 

law is gender neutral, if taxpayers filing jointly face the same 

tax liability as taxpayers filing individually and whether tax law 

promotes an equal income distribution within households.

The calculations assume that only standard deductions (such as 

personal income tax relief) apply, along with deductions based on 

the number of dependents (child tax credits). The 4 families were 

assumed to contain:

Family A: a male wage earner, his nonworking wife and 2 ff

children, with income equal to 3 times income per capita.

Family B: a female wage earner, her nonworking husband and ff

2 children, with income equal to 3 times income per capita.

Family C: married male and female wage earners, earning ff

equal incomes, and 2 children, with total income equal to 

6 times income per capita. In this case personal income 

taxes were also calculated for income equal to 110% of the 

lower limit of the 2nd highest tax bracket, plus tax relief. 

These calculations were made to account for the fact that in 

several economies an income equal to 3 times income per 

capita does not result in any tax liability.

Family D: a male wage earner, his nonworking wife and 2 ff

children, with income equal to 6 times income per capita. 

As above, personal income taxes were also calculated for 

an income equal to twice 110% of the lower limit of the 2nd 

highest tax bracket, plus tax relief).

Table 8.1 provides an illustrative example.

Table 8.1 Tax calculations for 4 standardized families in Lebanon (Lebanese pounds)

Type of family Male income Female income Male deduction Female deduction Tax due 

One male wage earner (A) 26,548,432 11,000,000 518,390

One female wage earner (B) 26,548,432 7,500,000 763,390

One female and one male wage earner (C) 26,548,432 26,548,432 8,500,000 7,500,000 1,456,780

One male wage earner, double income (D) 53,096,864 11,000,000 4,905,655

Source: Women, Business and the Law database.

Is joint filing allowed? 21. 

This question asks if 2 taxpayers can file taxes together ff

under a single account or if they must file separately even if 

they are part of the same household. 

Do men and women face the same personal income tax 22. 

liability?

This question is designed to determine whether women ff

and men earning the same income under the same family 

circumstances face different tax liabilities as a result of 

the deductions available to them. If the answer is yes, tax 

liabilities are the same for families A and B.

What is a woman’s tax liability as a percentage of a man’s?23. 

To answer this question, the tax liability of family B is ff

divided by that of family A. 

If the answer is “no tax liability,” families A and B have ff

no tax liability. Their income is likely not subject to taxes 

because it is below the minimum threshold. 

If the answer is N/A, there is no personal income tax. ff

Does a single wage earner family face the same tax liability as 24. 

a double wage earner family where both spouses contribute 

equally to the income?

Here family D’s tax liability is compared with family C’s. ff

If family D’s tax liability is higher, then splitting income 

between a married couple is more beneficial for tax pur-

poses than having a sole wage earner. Progressive personal 

income tax systems generally impose higher taxes on a 

single wage earner family (family D) than a double wage 
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earner family (family C). Under flat rate tax systems the two 

families should have the same tax liabilities (as long as their 

deductions are the same).

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as a 25. 

percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 

where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 1)?

Under option 1 the income used for families C and D is 6 ff

times income per capita. If the answer is “no tax liability,” 

families C and D have no tax liability. Their income is likely 

not subject to taxes because it is below the minimum 

threshold.

If the answer is N/A, there is no personal income tax. ff

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as a 26. 

percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 

where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 2)? 

Under option 2 the same calculations were made as above, ff

but the income level was set at twice 110% of the lower 

limit of the 2nd highest tax bracket, plus tax relief.

If the answer is N/A, there is no personal income tax.ff

Building credit

The background information for this indicator comes from the 

depth of credit information index that forms part of the Doing 

Business 2010 getting credit indicator. That index measures rules 

affecting the scope, accessibility and quality of credit informa-

tion available through private credit bureaus and public credit 

registries. It examines 6 features of private bureaus, public 

registries or both. 

OECD economies are not included in the sample here because 

microfinance institutions are far more prevalent in developing 

economies. In addition, traditional bank financing is—for the most 

part—widely available to women in OECD economies, making 

microfinance providers less critical to women’s quest for capital. 

Two questions that could potentially have a large impact on 

women’s ability to build credit were examined in detail. 

What is the minimum loan amount covered in the private 27. 

credit bureau or public credit registry (as a percentage of 

income per capita)?

This number reflects the lowest minimum loan amount of ff

any credit bureau or registry in the economy in question.

If a credit bureau or registry collects data on loans worth ff

less than 1% of income per capita, it is treated as if it 

collects data on loans of any value. Thus an answer of 0 

here means either that there is no minimum loan amount 

in at least 1 credit bureau or registry or that at least 1 credit 

bureau or registry collects data on loans worth less than 1% 

of income per capita.

Are microfinance institutions providers of information to 28. 

private credit bureaus or public credit registries?

For the purposes of this question it is sufficient that any ff

1 private credit bureau or public credit registry in the 

economy in question collects information from microfi-

nance institutions. 

If the answer is N/A, the economy in question is high-income.ff

If the economy in question has no operational credit bureau ff

or registry, or if these entities collect information for less 

than 0.1% of the adult population, the entities are treated as 

not collecting information from microfinance institutions. 
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Going to court

The background information for this indicator comes from the 

Doing Business 2010 enforcing contracts indicator. That indicator 

measures the efficiency of the judicial system in resolving a stan-

dardized commercial dispute. The data are built by following the 

steps involved in resolving a commercial sales dispute before local 

courts. The data are collected by studying civil procedure codes 

and other court regulations as well as surveying local litigation 

lawyers (and, in a quarter of the economies, judges as well).

Two questions that could potentially have a large impact on a 

woman’s ability to go to court were examined in detail. 

Is there a small claims court or a fast-track procedure for small 29. 

claims?

Small claims courts have limited jurisdiction and hear civil ff

cases between private litigants involving relatively small 

amounts of money. Though the names of such courts vary 

by jurisdiction, they share features that generally include 

relaxed rules of civil procedure, the appearance of adversar-

ies without legal representation, the use of plain language 

and relaxed evidentiary rules. Fast-track procedures for 

small claims or simplified procedural rules for small claims 

operate in a similar way but function under the auspices of 

another court. 

If the answer is yes, there is either a small claims court or a ff

fast-track procedure for claims of small value. 

If so, what is the maximum amount for a small claim (as a 30. 

percentage of income per capita)?

This is the highest amount for claims that can be heard in a ff

small claims court. 

If the answer is N/A, the economy in question has no small ff

claims courts or fast-track procedures for claims of a small 

value.

Economy characteristics

Gross national income (GNI) per capita
Women, Business and the Law uses 2008 income per capita as 

published in the World Bank’s World Development Indicators 2009. 

Income is calculated using the Atlas method (current U.S. dollars). 

For cost indicators expressed as a percentage of income per 

capita, 2008 GNI in local currency units is used as the denomina-

tor. GNI data were not available from the World Bank for Guinea, 

Mauritania, Oman, Puerto Rico, Saudi Arabia, Taiwan (China) and 

the United Arab Emirates.

Regional and income groups
Women, Business and the Law uses the World Bank’s regional and 

income group classifications, available at http://www.worldbank.

org/data/countryclass. Economies covered in this report are listed 

in table 8.2.

Population and female labor force participation rate 
Women, Business and the Law uses midyear 2008 population data 

as published in the World Bank’s World Development Indicators 

2009. That publication was also used to obtain data on the female 

labor force participation rate (as percentage of female population 

age 15-64). 
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Table 8.2  Coverage by region

Region Number of 
economies

Name of economies

East Asia & 
Pacific

13 Cambodia; China; Hong Kong, China; Indonesia; Lao PDR; Malaysia; Mongolia; Papua New Guinea; Philippines; 
Singapore; Taiwan, China; Thailand; vietnam

Eastern Europe 
& Central Asia

23 Albania; Armenia; Azerbaijan; Belarus; Bosnia and Herzegovina; Bulgaria; Croatia; Estonia; Georgia; Kazakhstan; Kyrgyz 
Republic; Latvia; Lithuania; Moldova; Montenegro; Poland; Romania; Russian Federation; Serbia; Slovenia; Turkey; 
Ukraine; Uzbekistan

Latin America 
& Caribbean

20 Argentina; Bolivia; Brazil; Chile; Colombia; Costa Rica; Dominican Republic; Ecuador; El Salvador; Guatemala; 
Honduras; Jamaica; Mexico; Nicaragua; Panama; Paraguay; Peru; Puerto Rico; Uruguay; venezuela, R. B.

Middle East & 
North Africa

13 Algeria; Egypt, Arab Rep.; Iran, Islamic Rep.; Israel; Jordan; Kuwait; Lebanon; Morocco; Oman; Saudi Arabia; Syrian 
Arab Republic; United Arab Emirates; Yemen, Rep. 

OECD high 
income

26 Australia; Austria; Belgium; Canada; Czech Republic; Denmark; Finland; France; Germany; Greece; Hungary; Iceland; 
Ireland; Italy; Japan; Korea, Rep.; Netherlands; New Zealand; Norway; Portugal; Slovak Republic; Spain; Sweden; 
Switzerland; United Kingdom; United States

South Asia 5 Bangladesh; India; Nepal; Pakistan; Sri Lanka

Sub-Saharan 
Africa

28 Angola; Benin; Botswana; Burkina Faso; Cameroon; Chad; Congo, Dem. Rep.; Côte d’Ivoire; Ethiopia; Ghana; Guinea; 
Kenya; Lesotho; Madagascar; Malawi; Mali; Mauritania; Namibia; Niger; Nigeria; Rwanda; Senegal; South Africa; 
Sudan; Tanzania; Togo; Uganda; Zambia
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Economy tables



5 0 W O M E N ,  B U S I N E S S  A N D  T H E  L A W  2 0 1 0

AlbAniA Female population: 1,590,857  
Female labor force participation: 56%

Eastern Europe & Central Asia  
Lower middle income

Accessing institutions

Do men and women have equal capacity by law?  Yes

Do married men and married women have equal capacity by law?  Yes

Using property

Do men and women have equal ownership rights over movable and immovable property?  Yes

Do men and women have equal inheritance rights over movable and immovable property?  Yes

Getting a job

Working hours and industry restrictions

Can women work the same night hours as men? Yes

Can women work in all industries? Yes

Can pregnant and nursing mothers work the same hours and in the same industries as men and other women? No

Parental benefits—maternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid maternity leave for women employees?  Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paid maternity leave (in calendar days)?  365

What percentage of wages is paid during maternity leave?  62%

Who pays maternity leave benefits?   Government

What is the mandatory minimum length of unpaid maternity leave (in calendar days)?  0

Parental benefits—paternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid paternity leave?   No

What is the mandatory minimum length of paternity leave (in calendar days)?  0

If paternity leave is paid, who pays the benefits?  N/A

Retirement age

What is the statutory retirement age for men in the private sector?  65

What is the statutory retirement age for women in the private sector?  60

What is the minimum pensionable age for men? 65

What is the minimum pensionable age for women? 60

In the private sector, is it mandatory to retire at the statutory retirement age?   No

Dealing with taxes

Direct differentiation

Is joint filing allowed? No

Do men and women face the same personal income tax liability? Yes

What is a woman’s tax liability as percentage of a man’s? 100%

Indirect differentiation

Does single wage earner family face the same tax liability as a double wage earner family where both spouses contribute 
equally to the income?

Yes

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner  
family where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 1)? 

100%

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 2)? 

100%

Building credit

What is the minimum loan amount covered in the private credit bureau or public credit registry (as % of income per capita)? 0%

Are Microfinance Institutions providers of information to private credit bureaus or public credit registries? No

Going to court

Is there a small claims court or fast track procedure for small claims?  No

If so, what is the maximum amount for a small claim (as % of income per capita)? N/A
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AlgeriA Female population: 17,015,744  
Female labor force participation: 38%

Middle East & North Africa
Upper middle income

Accessing institutions

Do men and women have equal capacity by law?  No

Do married men and married women have equal capacity by law?  No

Using property

Do men and women have equal ownership rights over movable and immovable property?  Yes

Do men and women have equal inheritance rights over movable and immovable property?  No

Getting a job

Working hours and industry restrictions

Can women work the same night hours as men? No

Can women work in all industries? Yes

Can pregnant and nursing mothers work the same hours and in the same industries as men and other women? Yes

Parental benefits—maternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid maternity leave for women employees?  Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paid maternity leave (in calendar days)?  98

What percentage of wages is paid during maternity leave?  100%

Who pays maternity leave benefits?   Government

What is the mandatory minimum length of unpaid maternity leave (in calendar days)?  0

Parental benefits—paternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid paternity leave?   Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paternity leave (in calendar days)?  3

If paternity leave is paid, who pays the benefits?  Yes, employer

Retirement age

What is the statutory retirement age for men in the private sector?  60

What is the statutory retirement age for women in the private sector?  55

What is the minimum pensionable age for men? 60

What is the minimum pensionable age for women? 55

In the private sector, is it mandatory to retire at the statutory retirement age?   Yes

Dealing with taxes

Direct differentiation

Is joint filing allowed? Yes

Do men and women face the same personal income tax liability? Yes

What is a woman’s tax liability as percentage of a man’s? 100%

Indirect differentiation

Does single wage earner family face the same tax liability as a double wage earner family where both spouses  
contribute equally to the income?

Yes

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner  
family where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 1)? 

100%

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 2)? 

100%

Building credit

What is the minimum loan amount covered in the private credit bureau or public credit registry (as % of income per capita)? 0%

Are Microfinance Institutions providers of information to private credit bureaus or public credit registries?  Yes

Going to court

Is there a small claims court or fast track procedure for small claims?  No

If so, what is the maximum amount for a small claim (as % of income per capita)? N/A
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AngolA Female population: 9,137,357  
Female labor force participation: 76%

Sub-Saharan Africa
Lower middle income

Accessing institutions

Do men and women have equal capacity by law?  Yes

Do married men and married women have equal capacity by law?  Yes

Using property

Do men and women have equal ownership rights over movable and immovable property?  Yes

Do men and women have equal inheritance rights over movable and immovable property?  Yes

Getting a job

Working hours and industry restrictions

Can women work the same night hours as men? Yes

Can women work in all industries? Yes

Can pregnant and nursing mothers work the same hours and in the same industries as men and other women? No

Parental benefits—maternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid maternity leave for women employees?  Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paid maternity leave (in calendar days)?  56

What percentage of wages is paid during maternity leave?  100%

Who pays maternity leave benefits?   Government

What is the mandatory minimum length of unpaid maternity leave (in calendar days)?  0

Parental benefits—paternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid paternity leave?   No

What is the mandatory minimum length of paternity leave (in calendar days)?  0

If paternity leave is paid, who pays the benefits?  N/A

Retirement age

What is the statutory retirement age for men in the private sector?  -

What is the statutory retirement age for women in the private sector?  -

What is the minimum pensionable age for men? -

What is the minimum pensionable age for women? -

In the private sector, is it mandatory to retire at the statutory retirement age?   -

Dealing with taxes

Direct differentiation

Is joint filing allowed? No

Do men and women face the same personal income tax liability? Yes

What is a woman’s tax liability as percentage of a man’s? 100%

Indirect differentiation

Does single wage earner family face the same tax liability as a double wage earner family where both spouses  
contribute equally to the income?

No

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner  
family where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 1)? 

208%

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 2)? 

172%

Building credit

What is the minimum loan amount covered in the private credit bureau or public credit registry (as % of income per capita)? 0%

Are Microfinance Institutions providers of information to private credit bureaus or public credit registries?  No

Going to court

Is there a small claims court or fast track procedure for small claims?  No

If so, what is the maximum amount for a small claim (as % of income per capita)? N/A
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ArgentinA Female population:  20,318,993  
Female labor force participation: 57%

Latin America & Caribbean
Upper middle income

Accessing institutions

Do men and women have equal capacity by law?  Yes

Do married men and married women have equal capacity by law?  Yes

Using property

Do men and women have equal ownership rights over movable and immovable property?  Yes

Do men and women have equal inheritance rights over movable and immovable property?  Yes

Getting a job

Working hours and industry restrictions

Can women work the same night hours as men? Yes

Can women work in all industries? Yes

Can pregnant and nursing mothers work the same hours and in the same industries as men and other women? Yes

Parental benefits—maternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid maternity leave for women employees?  Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paid maternity leave (in calendar days)?  90

What percentage of wages is paid during maternity leave?  100%

Who pays maternity leave benefits?   Government

What is the mandatory minimum length of unpaid maternity leave (in calendar days)?  0

Parental benefits—paternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid paternity leave?   Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paternity leave (in calendar days)?  2

If paternity leave is paid, who pays the benefits?  Yes, employer

Retirement age

What is the statutory retirement age for men in the private sector?  65

What is the statutory retirement age for women in the private sector?  60

What is the minimum pensionable age for men? 65

What is the minimum pensionable age for women? 60

In the private sector, is it mandatory to retire at the statutory retirement age?   No

Dealing with taxes

Direct differentiation

Is joint filing allowed? No

Do men and women face the same personal income tax liability? Yes

What is a woman’s tax liability as percentage of a man’s? 100%

Indirect differentiation

Does single wage earner family face the same tax liability as a double wage earner family where both spouses  
contribute equally to the income?

No

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner  
family where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 1)? 

No tax liability

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 2)? 

158%

Building credit

What is the minimum loan amount covered in the private credit bureau or public credit registry (as % of income per capita)? 1%

Are Microfinance Institutions providers of information to private credit bureaus or public credit registries?  No

Going to court

Is there a small claims court or fast track procedure for small claims?  No

If so, what is the maximum amount for a small claim (as % of income per capita)? N/A
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ArmeniA Female population: 1,642,567 
Female labor force participation: 65%

Eastern Europe & Central Asia
Lower middle income

Accessing institutions

Do men and women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Do married men and married women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Using property

Do men and women have equal ownership rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Do men and women have equal inheritance rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Getting a job

Working hours and industry restrictions

Can women work the same night hours as men? Yes

Can women work in all industries? Yes

Can pregnant and nursing mothers work the same hours and in the same industries as men and other women? No

Parental benefits—maternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid maternity leave for women employees? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 140

What percentage of wages is paid during maternity leave? 100%

Who pays maternity leave benefits? Government

What is the mandatory minimum length of unpaid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 1095

Parental benefits—paternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid paternity leave? No

What is the mandatory minimum length of paternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

If paternity leave is paid, who pays the benefits? N/A

Retirement age

What is the statutory retirement age for men in the private sector? 63

What is the statutory retirement age for women in the private sector? 60.5

What is the minimum pensionable age for men? 63

What is the minimum pensionable age for women? 60.5

In the private sector, is it mandatory to retire at the statutory retirement age? No

Dealing with taxes

Direct differentiation

Is joint filing allowed? No

Do men and women face the same personal income tax liability? Yes

What is a woman’s tax liability as percentage of a man’s? 100%

Indirect differentiation

Does single wage earner family face the same tax liability as a double wage earner family where both spouses contribute 
equally to the income?

No

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 1)? 

127%

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 2)? 

241%

Building credit

What is the minimum loan amount covered in the private credit bureau or public credit registry (as % of income per capita)? 0%

Are Microfinance Institutions providers of information to private credit bureaus or public credit registries? Yes

Going to court

Is there a small claims court or fast track procedure for small claims? No

If so, what is the maximum amount for a small claim (as % of income per capita)? N/A
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AustrAliA Female population:  10,750,155 
Female labor force participation: 69%

OECD  High income
High income

Accessing institutions

Do men and women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Do married men and married women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Using property

Do men and women have equal ownership rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Do men and women have equal inheritance rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Getting a job

Working hours and industry restrictions

Can women work the same night hours as men? Yes

Can women work in all industries? Yes

Can pregnant and nursing mothers work the same hours and in the same industries as men and other women? Yes

Parental benefits—maternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid maternity leave for women employees? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

What percentage of wages is paid during maternity leave? 0%

Who pays maternity leave benefits? N/A

What is the mandatory minimum length of unpaid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 365

Parental benefits—paternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid paternity leave? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paternity leave (in calendar days)? 7

If paternity leave is paid, who pays the benefits? No

Retirement age

What is the statutory retirement age for men in the private sector? 65

What is the statutory retirement age for women in the private sector? 63

What is the minimum pensionable age for men? 65

What is the minimum pensionable age for women? 63

In the private sector, is it mandatory to retire at the statutory retirement age? No

Dealing with taxes

Direct differentiation

Is joint filing allowed? No

Do men and women face the same personal income tax liability? Yes

What is a woman’s tax liability as percentage of a man’s? 100%

Indirect differentiation

Does single wage earner family face the same tax liability as a double wage earner family where both spouses contribute 
equally to the income?

No

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 1)? 

122%

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 2)? 

133%

Building credit

What is the minimum loan amount covered in the private credit bureau or public credit registry (as % of income per capita)? 0%

Are Microfinance Institutions providers of information to private credit bureaus or public credit registries? N/A

Going to court

Is there a small claims court or fast track procedure for small claims? Yes

If so, what is the maximum amount for a small claim (as % of income per capita)? 20%
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AustriA Female population: 4,278,508 
Female labor force participation: 67%

OECD  High income
High income

Accessing institutions

Do men and women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Do married men and married women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Using property

Do men and women have equal ownership rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Do men and women have equal inheritance rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Getting a job

Working hours and industry restrictions

Can women work the same night hours as men? Yes

Can women work in all industries? Yes

Can pregnant and nursing mothers work the same hours and in the same industries as men and other women? No

Parental benefits—maternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid maternity leave for women employees? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 112

What percentage of wages is paid during maternity leave? 100%

Who pays maternity leave benefits? Government

What is the mandatory minimum length of unpaid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 730

Parental benefits—paternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid paternity leave? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paternity leave (in calendar days)? 90

If paternity leave is paid, who pays the benefits? No

Retirement age

What is the statutory retirement age for men in the private sector? 65

What is the statutory retirement age for women in the private sector? 60

What is the minimum pensionable age for men? 65

What is the minimum pensionable age for women? 60

In the private sector, is it mandatory to retire at the statutory retirement age? No

Dealing with taxes

Direct differentiation

Is joint filing allowed? No

Do men and women face the same personal income tax liability? Yes

What is a woman’s tax liability as percentage of a man’s? 100%

Indirect differentiation

Does single wage earner family face the same tax liability as a double wage earner family where both spouses contribute 
equally to the income?

No

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 1)? 

112%

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 2)? 

144%

Building credit

What is the minimum loan amount covered in the private credit bureau or public credit registry (as % of income per capita)? 1%

Are Microfinance Institutions providers of information to private credit bureaus or public credit registries? N/A

Going to court

Is there a small claims court or fast track procedure for small claims? No

If so, what is the maximum amount for a small claim (as % of income per capita)? N/A
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AzerbAijAn Female population:  4,441,270 
Female labor force participation: 67%

Eastern Europe & Central Asia
Lower middle income

Accessing institutions

Do men and women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Do married men and married women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Using property

Do men and women have equal ownership rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Do men and women have equal inheritance rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Getting a job

Working hours and industry restrictions

Can women work the same night hours as men? Yes

Can women work in all industries? Yes

Can pregnant and nursing mothers work the same hours and in the same industries as men and other women? No

Parental benefits—maternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid maternity leave for women employees? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 126

What percentage of wages is paid during maternity leave? Fixed allowance

Who pays maternity leave benefits? Employer and government

What is the mandatory minimum length of unpaid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 14

Parental benefits—paternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid paternity leave? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paternity leave (in calendar days)? 14

If paternity leave is paid, who pays the benefits? No

Retirement age

What is the statutory retirement age for men in the private sector? 62

What is the statutory retirement age for women in the private sector? 57

What is the minimum pensionable age for men? 57

What is the minimum pensionable age for women? 52

In the private sector, is it mandatory to retire at the statutory retirement age? No

Dealing with taxes

Direct differentiation

Is joint filing allowed? No

Do men and women face the same personal income tax liability? Yes

What is a woman’s tax liability as percentage of a man’s? 100%

Indirect differentiation

Does single wage earner family face the same tax liability as a double wage earner family where both spouses  
contribute equally to the income?

No

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 1)? 

124%

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 2)? 

160%

Building credit

What is the minimum loan amount covered in the private credit bureau or public credit registry (as % of income per capita)? 0%

Are Microfinance Institutions providers of information to private credit bureaus or public credit registries? No

Going to court

Is there a small claims court or fast track procedure for small claims? No

If so, what is the maximum amount for a small claim (as % of income per capita)? N/A
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bAnglAdesh Female population:  79,076,881 
Female labor force participation: 60%

South Asia
Low income

Accessing institutions

Do men and women have equal capacity by law? No

Do married men and married women have equal capacity by law? No

Using property

Do men and women have equal ownership rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Do men and women have equal inheritance rights over movable and immovable property? No

Getting a job

Working hours and industry restrictions

Can women work the same night hours as men? No

Can women work in all industries? Yes

Can pregnant and nursing mothers work the same hours and in the same industries as men and other women? Yes

Parental benefits—maternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid maternity leave for women employees? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 112

What percentage of wages is paid during maternity leave? 100%

Who pays maternity leave benefits? Employer

What is the mandatory minimum length of unpaid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

Parental benefits—paternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid paternity leave? No

What is the mandatory minimum length of paternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

If paternity leave is paid, who pays the benefits? N/A

Retirement age

What is the statutory retirement age for men in the private sector? 62

What is the statutory retirement age for women in the private sector? 62

What is the minimum pensionable age for men? 57

What is the minimum pensionable age for women? 57

In the private sector, is it mandatory to retire at the statutory retirement age? No

Dealing with taxes

Direct differentiation

Is joint filing allowed? No

Do men and women face the same personal income tax liability? Yes

What is a woman’s tax liability as percentage of a man’s? 100%

Indirect differentiation

Does single wage earner family face the same tax liability as a double wage earner family where both spouses contribute 
equally to the income?

No

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 1)? 

No tax liability

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 2)? 

159%

Building credit

What is the minimum loan amount covered in the private credit bureau or public credit registry (as % of income per capita)? 137%

Are Microfinance Institutions providers of information to private credit bureaus or public credit registries? No

Going to court

Is there a small claims court or fast track procedure for small claims? Yes

If so, what is the maximum amount for a small claim (as % of income per capita)? 82%
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belArus Female population:  5,176,724 
Female labor force participation: 67%

Eastern Europe & Central Asia
Upper middle income

Accessing institutions

Do men and women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Do married men and married women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Using property

Do men and women have equal ownership rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Do men and women have equal inheritance rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Getting a job

Working hours and industry restrictions

Can women work the same night hours as men? Yes

Can women work in all industries? Yes

Can pregnant and nursing mothers work the same hours and in the same industries as men and other women? No

Parental benefits—maternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid maternity leave for women employees? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 126

What percentage of wages is paid during maternity leave? 100%

Who pays maternity leave benefits? Government

What is the mandatory minimum length of unpaid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 730

Parental benefits—paternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid paternity leave? No

What is the mandatory minimum length of paternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

If paternity leave is paid, who pays the benefits? N/A

Retirement age

What is the statutory retirement age for men in the private sector? 60

What is the statutory retirement age for women in the private sector? 55

What is the minimum pensionable age for men? 60

What is the minimum pensionable age for women? 55

In the private sector, is it mandatory to retire at the statutory retirement age? No

Dealing with taxes

Direct differentiation

Is joint filing allowed? No

Do men and women face the same personal income tax liability? Yes

What is a woman’s tax liability as percentage of a man’s? 100%

Indirect differentiation

Does single wage earner family face the same tax liability as a double wage earner family where both spouses  
contribute equally to the income?

No

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 1)? 

147%

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 2)? 

149%

Building credit

What is the minimum loan amount covered in the private credit bureau or public credit registry (as % of income per capita)? 0%

Are Microfinance Institutions providers of information to private credit bureaus or public credit registries? No

Going to court

Is there a small claims court or fast track procedure for small claims? No

If so, what is the maximum amount for a small claim (as % of income per capita)? N/A
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belgium Female population:  5,462,813
Female labor force participation: 60%

OECD  High income
High income

Accessing institutions

Do men and women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Do married men and married women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Using property

Do men and women have equal ownership rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Do men and women have equal inheritance rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Getting a job

Working hours and industry restrictions

Can women work the same night hours as men? Yes

Can women work in all industries? No

Can pregnant and nursing mothers work the same hours and in the same industries as men and other women? No

Parental benefits—maternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid maternity leave for women employees? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 105

What percentage of wages is paid during maternity leave? 73%

Who pays maternity leave benefits? Government

What is the mandatory minimum length of unpaid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

Parental benefits—paternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid paternity leave? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paternity leave (in calendar days)? 10

If paternity leave is paid, who pays the benefits? -

Retirement age

What is the statutory retirement age for men in the private sector? 65

What is the statutory retirement age for women in the private sector? 65

What is the minimum pensionable age for men? 65

What is the minimum pensionable age for women? 65

In the private sector, is it mandatory to retire at the statutory retirement age? No

Dealing with taxes

Direct differentiation

Is joint filing allowed? Yes

Do men and women face the same personal income tax liability? Yes

What is a woman’s tax liability as percentage of a man’s? 100%

Indirect differentiation

Does single wage earner family face the same tax liability as a double wage earner family where both spouses contribute 
equally to the income?

No

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 1)? 

110%

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 2)? 

124%

Building credit

What is the minimum loan amount covered in the private credit bureau or public credit registry (as % of income per capita)? 1%

Are Microfinance Institutions providers of information to private credit bureaus or public credit registries? N/A

Going to court

Is there a small claims court or fast track procedure for small claims? No

If so, what is the maximum amount for a small claim (as % of income per capita)? N/A
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benin Female population:  4,293,648 
Female labor force participation: 60%

Sub-Saharan Africa
Low income

Accessing institutions

Do men and women have equal capacity by law? No

Do married men and married women have equal capacity by law? No

Using property

Do men and women have equal ownership rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Do men and women have equal inheritance rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Getting a job

Working hours and industry restrictions

Can women work the same night hours as men? Yes

Can women work in all industries? No

Can pregnant and nursing mothers work the same hours and in the same industries as men and other women? No

Parental benefits—maternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid maternity leave for women employees? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 98

What percentage of wages is paid during maternity leave? 100%

Who pays maternity leave benefits? Government

What is the mandatory minimum length of unpaid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

Parental benefits—paternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid paternity leave? No

What is the mandatory minimum length of paternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

If paternity leave is paid, who pays the benefits? N/A

Retirement age

What is the statutory retirement age for men in the private sector? 55

What is the statutory retirement age for women in the private sector? 55

What is the minimum pensionable age for men? 55

What is the minimum pensionable age for women? 55

In the private sector, is it mandatory to retire at the statutory retirement age? Yes

Dealing with taxes

Direct differentiation

Is joint filing allowed? No

Do men and women face the same personal income tax liability? Yes

What is a woman’s tax liability as percentage of a man’s? 100%

Indirect differentiation

Does single wage earner family face the same tax liability as a double wage earner family where both spouses contribute 
equally to the income?

No

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 1)? 

107%

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 2)? 

142%

Building credit

What is the minimum loan amount covered in the private credit bureau or public credit registry (as % of income per capita)? 1454%

Are Microfinance Institutions providers of information to private credit bureaus or public credit registries? No

Going to court

Is there a small claims court or fast track procedure for small claims? No

If so, what is the maximum amount for a small claim (as % of income per capita)? N/A
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boliViA Female population: 4,856,087
Female labor force participation: 68%

Latin America & Caribbean
Lower middle income

Accessing institutions

Do men and women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Do married men and married women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Using property

Do men and women have equal ownership rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Do men and women have equal inheritance rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Getting a job

Working hours and industry restrictions

Can women work the same night hours as men? Yes

Can women work in all industries? No

Can pregnant and nursing mothers work the same hours and in the same industries as men and other women? Yes

Parental benefits—maternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid maternity leave for women employees? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 60

What percentage of wages is paid during maternity leave? Minimum wage + 70%  
of her wage above minimum wage

Who pays maternity leave benefits? Government

What is the mandatory minimum length of unpaid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

Parental benefits—paternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid paternity leave? No

What is the mandatory minimum length of paternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

If paternity leave is paid, who pays the benefits? N/A

Retirement age

What is the statutory retirement age for men in the private sector? 65

What is the statutory retirement age for women in the private sector? 65

What is the minimum pensionable age for men? 65

What is the minimum pensionable age for women? 65

In the private sector, is it mandatory to retire at the statutory retirement age? No

Dealing with taxes

Direct differentiation

Is joint filing allowed? No

Do men and women face the same personal income tax liability? Yes

What is a woman’s tax liability as percentage of a man’s? 100%

Indirect differentiation

Does single wage earner family face the same tax liability as a double wage earner family where both spouses contribute 
equally to the income?

No

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 1)? 

No tax liability

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 2)? 

100%

Building credit

What is the minimum loan amount covered in the private credit bureau or public credit registry (as % of income per capita)? 0%

Are Microfinance Institutions providers of information to private credit bureaus or public credit registries? Yes

Going to court

Is there a small claims court or fast track procedure for small claims? No

If so, what is the maximum amount for a small claim (as % of income per capita)? N/A



6 3W O M E N ,  B U S I N E S S  A N D  T H E  L A W  2 0 1 0

bosniA & herzegoVinA Female population:  1,957,715 
Female labor force participation: 64%

Eastern Europe & Central Asia
Upper middle income

Accessing institutions

Do men and women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Do married men and married women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Using property

Do men and women have equal ownership rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Do men and women have equal inheritance rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Getting a job

Working hours and industry restrictions

Can women work the same night hours as men? Yes

Can women work in all industries? No

Can pregnant and nursing mothers work the same hours and in the same industries as men and other women? Yes

Parental benefits—maternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid maternity leave for women employees? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 365

What percentage of wages is paid during maternity leave? 100%

Who pays maternity leave benefits? Government

What is the mandatory minimum length of unpaid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 365

Parental benefits—paternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid paternity leave? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paternity leave (in calendar days)? 7

If paternity leave is paid, who pays the benefits? Yes, employer

Retirement age

What is the statutory retirement age for men in the private sector? 65

What is the statutory retirement age for women in the private sector? 65

What is the minimum pensionable age for men? 65

What is the minimum pensionable age for women? 50

In the private sector, is it mandatory to retire at the statutory retirement age? No

Dealing with taxes

Direct differentiation

Is joint filing allowed? No

Do men and women face the same personal income tax liability? Yes

What is a woman’s tax liability as percentage of a man’s? 100%

Indirect differentiation

Does single wage earner family face the same tax liability as a double wage earner family where both spouses  
contribute equally to the income?

No

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 1)? 

182%

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 2)? 

160%

Building credit

What is the minimum loan amount covered in the private credit bureau or public credit registry (as % of income per capita)? 0%

Are Microfinance Institutions providers of information to private credit bureaus or public credit registries? Yes

Going to court

Is there a small claims court or fast track procedure for small claims? Yes

If so, what is the maximum amount for a small claim (as % of income per capita)? 45%
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botswAnA Female population: 954,248
Female labor force participation: 51%

Sub-Saharan Africa
Upper middle income

Accessing institutions

Do men and women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Do married men and married women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Using property

Do men and women have equal ownership rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Do men and women have equal inheritance rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Getting a job

Working hours and industry restrictions

Can women work the same night hours as men? Yes

Can women work in all industries? Yes

Can pregnant and nursing mothers work the same hours and in the same industries as men and other women? Yes

Parental benefits—maternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid maternity leave for women employees? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 84

What percentage of wages is paid during maternity leave? 25%

Who pays maternity leave benefits? Employer

What is the mandatory minimum length of unpaid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

Parental benefits—paternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid paternity leave? No

What is the mandatory minimum length of paternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

If paternity leave is paid, who pays the benefits? N/A

Retirement age

What is the statutory retirement age for men in the private sector? 65

What is the statutory retirement age for women in the private sector? 65

What is the minimum pensionable age for men? 65

What is the minimum pensionable age for women? 65

In the private sector, is it mandatory to retire at the statutory retirement age? No

Dealing with taxes

Direct differentiation

Is joint filing allowed? No

Do men and women face the same personal income tax liability? Yes

What is a woman’s tax liability as percentage of a man’s? 100%

Indirect differentiation

Does single wage earner family face the same tax liability as a double wage earner family where both spouses contribute 
equally to the income?

No

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 1)? 

164%

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 2)? 

312%

Building credit

What is the minimum loan amount covered in the private credit bureau or public credit registry (as % of income per capita)? 0%

Are Microfinance Institutions providers of information to private credit bureaus or public credit registries? Yes

Going to court

Is there a small claims court or fast track procedure for small claims? No

If so, what is the maximum amount for a small claim (as % of income per capita)? N/A
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brAzil Female population:  97,395,477 
Female labor force participation: 64%

Latin America & Caribbean
Upper middle income

Accessing institutions

Do men and women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Do married men and married women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Using property

Do men and women have equal ownership rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Do men and women have equal inheritance rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Getting a job

Working hours and industry restrictions

Can women work the same night hours as men? Yes

Can women work in all industries? Yes

Can pregnant and nursing mothers work the same hours and in the same industries as men and other women? Yes

Parental benefits—maternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid maternity leave for women employees? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 120

What percentage of wages is paid during maternity leave? 100%

Who pays maternity leave benefits? Government

What is the mandatory minimum length of unpaid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

Parental benefits—paternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid paternity leave? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paternity leave (in calendar days)? 5

If paternity leave is paid, who pays the benefits? Yes, source of cash benefits unavailable

Retirement age

What is the statutory retirement age for men in the private sector? 65

What is the statutory retirement age for women in the private sector? 60

What is the minimum pensionable age for men? 65

What is the minimum pensionable age for women? 60

In the private sector, is it mandatory to retire at the statutory retirement age? No

Dealing with taxes

Direct differentiation

Is joint filing allowed? Yes

Do men and women face the same personal income tax liability? Yes

What is a woman’s tax liability as percentage of a man’s? 100%

Indirect differentiation

Does single wage earner family face the same tax liability as a double wage earner family where both spouses contribute 
equally to the income?

No

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 1)? 

105%

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 2)? 

141%

Building credit

What is the minimum loan amount covered in the private credit bureau or public credit registry (as % of income per capita)? 0%

Are Microfinance Institutions providers of information to private credit bureaus or public credit registries? Yes

Going to court

Is there a small claims court or fast track procedure for small claims? Yes

If so, what is the maximum amount for a small claim (as % of income per capita)? 63%
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bulgAriA Female population: 3,934,435
Female labor force participation: 58%

Eastern Europe & Central Asia
Upper middle income

Accessing institutions

Do men and women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Do married men and married women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Using property

Do men and women have equal ownership rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Do men and women have equal inheritance rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Getting a job

Working hours and industry restrictions

Can women work the same night hours as men? Yes

Can women work in all industries? Yes

Can pregnant and nursing mothers work the same hours and in the same industries as men and other women? No

Parental benefits—maternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid maternity leave for women employees? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 135

What percentage of wages is paid during maternity leave? 100%

Who pays maternity leave benefits? Government

What is the mandatory minimum length of unpaid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 730

Parental benefits—paternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid paternity leave? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paternity leave (in calendar days)? 730

If paternity leave is paid, who pays the benefits? Yes, source of cash benefits unavailable

Retirement age

What is the statutory retirement age for men in the private sector? 63

What is the statutory retirement age for women in the private sector? 60

What is the minimum pensionable age for men? 60.5

What is the minimum pensionable age for women? 55.5

In the private sector, is it mandatory to retire at the statutory retirement age? Yes

Dealing with taxes

Direct differentiation

Is joint filing allowed? No

Do men and women face the same personal income tax liability? Yes

What is a woman’s tax liability as percentage of a man’s? 100%

Indirect differentiation

Does single wage earner family face the same tax liability as a double wage earner family where both spouses contribute 
equally to the income?

Yes

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 1)? 

100%

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 2)? 

100%

Building credit

What is the minimum loan amount covered in the private credit bureau or public credit registry (as % of income per capita)? 0%

Are Microfinance Institutions providers of information to private credit bureaus or public credit registries? Yes

Going to court

Is there a small claims court or fast track procedure for small claims? No

If so, what is the maximum amount for a small claim (as % of income per capita)? N/A
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burkinA fAso Female population:  7,615,057 
Female labor force participation: 80%

Sub-Saharan Africa
Low income

Accessing institutions

Do men and women have equal capacity by law? No

Do married men and married women have equal capacity by law? No

Using property

Do men and women have equal ownership rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Do men and women have equal inheritance rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Getting a job

Working hours and industry restrictions

Can women work the same night hours as men? Yes

Can women work in all industries? Yes

Can pregnant and nursing mothers work the same hours and in the same industries as men and other women? Yes

Parental benefits—maternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid maternity leave for women employees? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 98

What percentage of wages is paid during maternity leave? 100%

Who pays maternity leave benefits? Government

What is the mandatory minimum length of unpaid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

Parental benefits—paternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid paternity leave? No

What is the mandatory minimum length of paternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

If paternity leave is paid, who pays the benefits? N/A

Retirement age

What is the statutory retirement age for men in the private sector? 56

What is the statutory retirement age for women in the private sector? 56

What is the minimum pensionable age for men? 50

What is the minimum pensionable age for women? 50

In the private sector, is it mandatory to retire at the statutory retirement age? Yes

Dealing with taxes

Direct differentiation

Is joint filing allowed? No

Do men and women face the same personal income tax liability? No

What is a woman’s tax liability as percentage of a man’s? 116%

Indirect differentiation

Does single wage earner family face the same tax liability as a double wage earner family where both spouses contribute 
equally to the income?

No

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 1)? 

232%

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 2)? 

125%

Building credit

What is the minimum loan amount covered in the private credit bureau or public credit registry (as % of income per capita)? 2141%

Are Microfinance Institutions providers of information to private credit bureaus or public credit registries? No

Going to court

Is there a small claims court or fast track procedure for small claims? No

If so, what is the maximum amount for a small claim (as % of income per capita)? N/A
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CAmbodiA Female population: 7,514,883
Female labor force participation: 77%

East Asia & Pacific
Low income

Accessing institutions

Do men and women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Do married men and married women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Using property

Do men and women have equal ownership rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Do men and women have equal inheritance rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Getting a job

Working hours and industry restrictions

Can women work the same night hours as men? Yes

Can women work in all industries? Yes

Can pregnant and nursing mothers work the same hours and in the same industries as men and other women? Yes

Parental benefits—maternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid maternity leave for women employees? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 90

What percentage of wages is paid during maternity leave? 50%

Who pays maternity leave benefits? Employer

What is the mandatory minimum length of unpaid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

Parental benefits—paternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid paternity leave? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paternity leave (in calendar days)? 10

If paternity leave is paid, who pays the benefits? -

Retirement age

What is the statutory retirement age for men in the private sector? -

What is the statutory retirement age for women in the private sector? -

What is the minimum pensionable age for men? -

What is the minimum pensionable age for women? -

In the private sector, is it mandatory to retire at the statutory retirement age? -

Dealing with taxes

Direct differentiation

Is joint filing allowed? No

Do men and women face the same personal income tax liability? Yes

What is a woman’s tax liability as percentage of a man’s? 100%

Indirect differentiation

Does single wage earner family face the same tax liability as a double wage earner family where both spouses contribute 
equally to the income?

No

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 1)? 

112%

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 2)? 

135%

Building credit

What is the minimum loan amount covered in the private credit bureau or public credit registry (as % of income per capita)? N/A

Are Microfinance Institutions providers of information to private credit bureaus or public credit registries? No

Going to court

Is there a small claims court or fast track procedure for small claims? No

If so, what is the maximum amount for a small claim (as % of income per capita)? N/A
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CAmeroon Female population:  9,454,617 
Female labor force participation: 53%

Sub-Saharan Africa
Lower middle income

Accessing institutions

Do men and women have equal capacity by law? No

Do married men and married women have equal capacity by law? No

Using property

Do men and women have equal ownership rights over movable and immovable property? No

Do men and women have equal inheritance rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Getting a job

Working hours and industry restrictions

Can women work the same night hours as men? No

Can women work in all industries? No

Can pregnant and nursing mothers work the same hours and in the same industries as men and other women? No

Parental benefits—maternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid maternity leave for women employees? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 98

What percentage of wages is paid during maternity leave? 100%

Who pays maternity leave benefits? Government

What is the mandatory minimum length of unpaid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

Parental benefits—paternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid paternity leave? No

What is the mandatory minimum length of paternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

If paternity leave is paid, who pays the benefits? N/A

Retirement age

What is the statutory retirement age for men in the private sector? 60

What is the statutory retirement age for women in the private sector? 60

What is the minimum pensionable age for men? 50

What is the minimum pensionable age for women? 50

In the private sector, is it mandatory to retire at the statutory retirement age? No

Dealing with taxes

Direct differentiation

Is joint filing allowed? No

Do men and women face the same personal income tax liability? Yes

What is a woman’s tax liability as percentage of a man’s? 100%

Indirect differentiation

Does single wage earner family face the same tax liability as a double wage earner family where both spouses contribute 
equally to the income?

No

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 1)? 

179%

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 2)? 

142%

Building credit

What is the minimum loan amount covered in the private credit bureau or public credit registry (as % of income per capita)? 0%

Are Microfinance Institutions providers of information to private credit bureaus or public credit registries? No

Going to court

Is there a small claims court or fast track procedure for small claims? No

If so, what is the maximum amount for a small claim (as % of income per capita)? N/A
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CAnAdA Female population: 16,818,235
Female labor force participation: 75%

OECD  High income
High income

Accessing institutions

Do men and women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Do married men and married women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Using property

Do men and women have equal ownership rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Do men and women have equal inheritance rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Getting a job

Working hours and industry restrictions

Can women work the same night hours as men? Yes

Can women work in all industries? Yes

Can pregnant and nursing mothers work the same hours and in the same industries as men and other women? Yes

Parental benefits—maternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid maternity leave for women employees? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 119

What percentage of wages is paid during maternity leave? 55%

Who pays maternity leave benefits? Government

What is the mandatory minimum length of unpaid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

Parental benefits—paternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid paternity leave? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paternity leave (in calendar days)? 5

If paternity leave is paid, who pays the benefits? Yes, employer

Retirement age

What is the statutory retirement age for men in the private sector? 65

What is the statutory retirement age for women in the private sector? 65

What is the minimum pensionable age for men? 60

What is the minimum pensionable age for women? 60

In the private sector, is it mandatory to retire at the statutory retirement age? No

Dealing with taxes

Direct differentiation

Is joint filing allowed? No

Do men and women face the same personal income tax liability? Yes

What is a woman’s tax liability as percentage of a man’s? 100%

Indirect differentiation

Does single wage earner family face the same tax liability as a double wage earner family where both spouses contribute 
equally to the income?

No

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 1)? 

112%

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 2)? 

113%

Building credit

What is the minimum loan amount covered in the private credit bureau or public credit registry (as % of income per capita)? 0%

Are Microfinance Institutions providers of information to private credit bureaus or public credit registries? N/A

Going to court

Is there a small claims court or fast track procedure for small claims? Yes

If so, what is the maximum amount for a small claim (as % of income per capita)? 112%



7 1W O M E N ,  B U S I N E S S  A N D  T H E  L A W  2 0 1 0

ChAd Female population:  5,568,419 
Female labor force participation: 72%

Sub-Saharan Africa
Low income

Accessing institutions

Do men and women have equal capacity by law? -

Do married men and married women have equal capacity by law? -

Using property

Do men and women have equal ownership rights over movable and immovable property? -

Do men and women have equal inheritance rights over movable and immovable property? -

Getting a job

Working hours and industry restrictions

Can women work the same night hours as men? No

Can women work in all industries? No

Can pregnant and nursing mothers work the same hours and in the same industries as men and other women? No

Parental benefits—maternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid maternity leave for women employees? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 98

What percentage of wages is paid during maternity leave? 50%

Who pays maternity leave benefits? Government

What is the mandatory minimum length of unpaid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

Parental benefits—paternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid paternity leave? No

What is the mandatory minimum length of paternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

If paternity leave is paid, who pays the benefits? N/A

Retirement age

What is the statutory retirement age for men in the private sector? 55

What is the statutory retirement age for women in the private sector? 55

What is the minimum pensionable age for men? 50

What is the minimum pensionable age for women? 50

In the private sector, is it mandatory to retire at the statutory retirement age? Yes

Dealing with taxes

Direct differentiation

Is joint filing allowed? Yes

Do men and women face the same personal income tax liability? Yes

What is a woman’s tax liability as percentage of a man’s? 100%

Indirect differentiation

Does single wage earner family face the same tax liability as a double wage earner family where both spouses contribute 
equally to the income?

No

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 1)? 

180%

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 2)? 

118%

Building credit

What is the minimum loan amount covered in the private credit bureau or public credit registry (as % of income per capita)? 0%

Are Microfinance Institutions providers of information to private credit bureaus or public credit registries? Yes

Going to court

Is there a small claims court or fast track procedure for small claims? No

If so, what is the maximum amount for a small claim (as % of income per capita)? N/A
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Chile Female population: 8,469,463
Female labor force participation: 44%

Latin America & Caribbean
Upper middle income

Accessing institutions

Do men and women have equal capacity by law? No

Do married men and married women have equal capacity by law? No

Using property

Do men and women have equal ownership rights over movable and immovable property? No

Do men and women have equal inheritance rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Getting a job

Working hours and industry restrictions

Can women work the same night hours as men? Yes

Can women work in all industries? Yes

Can pregnant and nursing mothers work the same hours and in the same industries as men and other women? No

Parental benefits—maternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid maternity leave for women employees? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 126

What percentage of wages is paid during maternity leave? 100%

Who pays maternity leave benefits? Government

What is the mandatory minimum length of unpaid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

Parental benefits—paternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid paternity leave? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paternity leave (in calendar days)? 5

If paternity leave is paid, who pays the benefits? -

Retirement age

What is the statutory retirement age for men in the private sector? 65

What is the statutory retirement age for women in the private sector? 60

What is the minimum pensionable age for men? 65

What is the minimum pensionable age for women? 60

In the private sector, is it mandatory to retire at the statutory retirement age? -

Dealing with taxes

Direct differentiation

Is joint filing allowed? -

Do men and women face the same personal income tax liability? -

What is a woman’s tax liability as percentage of a man’s? -

Indirect differentiation

Does single wage earner family face the same tax liability as a double wage earner family where both spouses contribute 
equally to the income?

-

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 1)? 

-

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 2)? 

-

Building credit

What is the minimum loan amount covered in the private credit bureau or public credit registry (as % of income per capita)? 0%

Are Microfinance Institutions providers of information to private credit bureaus or public credit registries? Yes

Going to court

Is there a small claims court or fast track procedure for small claims? No

If so, what is the maximum amount for a small claim (as % of income per capita)? N/A
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ChinA Female population:  637,762,097 
Female labor force participation: 77%

East Asia & Pacific
Low middle income

Accessing institutions

Do men and women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Do married men and married women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Using property

Do men and women have equal ownership rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Do men and women have equal inheritance rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Getting a job

Working hours and industry restrictions

Can women work the same night hours as men? Yes

Can women work in all industries? No

Can pregnant and nursing mothers work the same hours and in the same industries as men and other women? No

Parental benefits—maternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid maternity leave for women employees? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 90

What percentage of wages is paid during maternity leave? 100%

Who pays maternity leave benefits? Employer

What is the mandatory minimum length of unpaid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

Parental benefits—paternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid paternity leave? No

What is the mandatory minimum length of paternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

If paternity leave is paid, who pays the benefits? N/A

Retirement age

What is the statutory retirement age for men in the private sector? 60

What is the statutory retirement age for women in the private sector? 55

What is the minimum pensionable age for men? 60

What is the minimum pensionable age for women? 50

In the private sector, is it mandatory to retire at the statutory retirement age? Yes

Dealing with taxes

Direct differentiation

Is joint filing allowed? No

Do men and women face the same personal income tax liability? Yes

What is a woman’s tax liability as percentage of a man’s? 100%

Indirect differentiation

Does single wage earner family face the same tax liability as a double wage earner family where both spouses contribute 
equally to the income?

No

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 1)? 

421%

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 2)? 

174%

Building credit

What is the minimum loan amount covered in the private credit bureau or public credit registry (as % of income per capita)? 0%

Are Microfinance Institutions providers of information to private credit bureaus or public credit registries? Yes

Going to court

Is there a small claims court or fast track procedure for small claims? No

If so, what is the maximum amount for a small claim (as % of income per capita)? N/A
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ColombiA Female population:  22,606,934 
Female labor force participation: 69%

Latin America & Caribbean
Upper middle income

Accessing institutions

Do men and women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Do married men and married women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Using property

Do men and women have equal ownership rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Do men and women have equal inheritance rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Getting a job

Working hours and industry restrictions

Can women work the same night hours as men? Yes

Can women work in all industries? No

Can pregnant and nursing mothers work the same hours and in the same industries as men and other women? No

Parental benefits—maternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid maternity leave for women employees? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 84

What percentage of wages is paid during maternity leave? 100%

Who pays maternity leave benefits? Government

What is the mandatory minimum length of unpaid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

Parental benefits—paternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid paternity leave? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paternity leave (in calendar days)? 7

If paternity leave is paid, who pays the benefits? Yes, government

Retirement age

What is the statutory retirement age for men in the private sector? 60

What is the statutory retirement age for women in the private sector? 55

What is the minimum pensionable age for men? 60

What is the minimum pensionable age for women? 55

In the private sector, is it mandatory to retire at the statutory retirement age? No

Dealing with taxes

Direct differentiation

Is joint filing allowed? No

Do men and women face the same personal income tax liability? Yes

What is a woman’s tax liability as percentage of a man’s? 100%

Indirect differentiation

Does single wage earner family face the same tax liability as a double wage earner family where both spouses contribute 
equally to the income?

No

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 1)? 

No tax liability

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 2)? 

128%

Building credit

What is the minimum loan amount covered in the private credit bureau or public credit registry (as % of income per capita)? 0%

Are Microfinance Institutions providers of information to private credit bureaus or public credit registries? Yes

Going to court

Is there a small claims court or fast track procedure for small claims? Yes

If so, what is the maximum amount for a small claim (as % of income per capita)? 73%
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Congo, dem. rep. Female population: 32,393,716
Female labor force participation: 55%

Sub-Saharan Africa
Low income

Accessing institutions

Do men and women have equal capacity by law? No

Do married men and married women have equal capacity by law? No

Using property

Do men and women have equal ownership rights over movable and immovable property? No

Do men and women have equal inheritance rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Getting a job

Working hours and industry restrictions

Can women work the same night hours as men? No

Can women work in all industries? No

Can pregnant and nursing mothers work the same hours and in the same industries as men and other women? No

Parental benefits—maternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid maternity leave for women employees? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 105

What percentage of wages is paid during maternity leave? 100%

Who pays maternity leave benefits? Employer and government

What is the mandatory minimum length of unpaid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

Parental benefits—paternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid paternity leave? No

What is the mandatory minimum length of paternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

If paternity leave is paid, who pays the benefits? N/A

Retirement age

What is the statutory retirement age for men in the private sector? 65

What is the statutory retirement age for women in the private sector? 60

What is the minimum pensionable age for men? 55

What is the minimum pensionable age for women? 55

In the private sector, is it mandatory to retire at the statutory retirement age? No

Dealing with taxes

Direct differentiation

Is joint filing allowed? No

Do men and women face the same personal income tax liability? Yes

What is a woman’s tax liability as percentage of a man’s? 100%

Indirect differentiation

Does single wage earner family face the same tax liability as a double wage earner family where both spouses contribute 
equally to the income?

No

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 1)? 

198%

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 2)? 

140%

Building credit

What is the minimum loan amount covered in the private credit bureau or public credit registry (as % of income per capita)? N/A

Are Microfinance Institutions providers of information to private credit bureaus or public credit registries? No

Going to court

Is there a small claims court or fast track procedure for small claims? No

If so, what is the maximum amount for a small claim (as % of income per capita)? N/A
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CostA riCA Female population:  2,227,049 
Female labor force participation: 47%

Latin America & Caribbean
Upper middle income

Accessing institutions

Do men and women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Do married men and married women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Using property

Do men and women have equal ownership rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Do men and women have equal inheritance rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Getting a job

Working hours and industry restrictions

Can women work the same night hours as men? No

Can women work in all industries? Yes

Can pregnant and nursing mothers work the same hours and in the same industries as men and other women? Yes

Parental benefits—maternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid maternity leave for women employees? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 120

What percentage of wages is paid during maternity leave? 100%

Who pays maternity leave benefits? Employer and government

What is the mandatory minimum length of unpaid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

Parental benefits—paternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid paternity leave? No

What is the mandatory minimum length of paternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

If paternity leave is paid, who pays the benefits? N/A

Retirement age

What is the statutory retirement age for men in the private sector? 62

What is the statutory retirement age for women in the private sector? 60

What is the minimum pensionable age for men? 62

What is the minimum pensionable age for women? 60

In the private sector, is it mandatory to retire at the statutory retirement age? No

Dealing with taxes

Direct differentiation

Is joint filing allowed? No

Do men and women face the same personal income tax liability? Yes

What is a woman’s tax liability as percentage of a man’s? 100%

Indirect differentiation

Does single wage earner family face the same tax liability as a double wage earner family where both spouses contribute 
equally to the income?

No

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 1)? 

No tax liability

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 2)? 

893%

Building credit

What is the minimum loan amount covered in the private credit bureau or public credit registry (as % of income per capita)? 0%

Are Microfinance Institutions providers of information to private credit bureaus or public credit registries? Yes

Going to court

Is there a small claims court or fast track procedure for small claims? No

If so, what is the maximum amount for a small claim (as % of income per capita)? N/A
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Côte d’iVoire Female population: 10,094,118
Female labor force participation: 40%

Sub-Saharan Africa
Lower middle income

Accessing institutions

Do men and women have equal capacity by law? No

Do married men and married women have equal capacity by law? No

Using property

Do men and women have equal ownership rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Do men and women have equal inheritance rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Getting a job

Working hours and industry restrictions

Can women work the same night hours as men? Yes

Can women work in all industries? No

Can pregnant and nursing mothers work the same hours and in the same industries as men and other women? No

Parental benefits—maternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid maternity leave for women employees? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 98

What percentage of wages is paid during maternity leave? 100% + fixed allowance

Who pays maternity leave benefits? Government

What is the mandatory minimum length of unpaid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

Parental benefits—paternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid paternity leave? No

What is the mandatory minimum length of paternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

If paternity leave is paid, who pays the benefits? N/A

Retirement age

What is the statutory retirement age for men in the private sector? 55

What is the statutory retirement age for women in the private sector? 55

What is the minimum pensionable age for men? 50

What is the minimum pensionable age for women? 50

In the private sector, is it mandatory to retire at the statutory retirement age? Yes

Dealing with taxes

Direct differentiation

Is joint filing allowed? No

Do men and women face the same personal income tax liability? No

What is a woman’s tax liability as percentage of a man’s? 556%

Indirect differentiation

Does single wage earner family face the same tax liability as a double wage earner family where both spouses contribute 
equally to the income?

No

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 1)? 

163%

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 2)? 

130%

Building credit

What is the minimum loan amount covered in the private credit bureau or public credit registry (as % of income per capita)? 1024%

Are Microfinance Institutions providers of information to private credit bureaus or public credit registries? No

Going to court

Is there a small claims court or fast track procedure for small claims? No

If so, what is the maximum amount for a small claim (as % of income per capita)? N/A
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CroAtiA Female population:  2,298,441 
Female labor force participation: 57%

Eastern Europe & Central Asia
High income

Accessing institutions

Do men and women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Do married men and married women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Using property

Do men and women have equal ownership rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Do men and women have equal inheritance rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Getting a job

Working hours and industry restrictions

Can women work the same night hours as men? Yes

Can women work in all industries? Yes

Can pregnant and nursing mothers work the same hours and in the same industries as men and other women? Yes

Parental benefits—maternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid maternity leave for women employees? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 365

What percentage of wages is paid during maternity leave? 100% + fixed allowance

Who pays maternity leave benefits? Government

What is the mandatory minimum length of unpaid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 1095

Parental benefits—paternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid paternity leave? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paternity leave (in calendar days)? 1032

If paternity leave is paid, who pays the benefits? No

Retirement age

What is the statutory retirement age for men in the private sector? 65

What is the statutory retirement age for women in the private sector? 60

What is the minimum pensionable age for men? 60

What is the minimum pensionable age for women? 55

In the private sector, is it mandatory to retire at the statutory retirement age? Yes

Dealing with taxes

Direct differentiation

Is joint filing allowed? No

Do men and women face the same personal income tax liability? Yes

What is a woman’s tax liability as percentage of a man’s? 100%

Indirect differentiation

Does single wage earner family face the same tax liability as a double wage earner family where both spouses contribute 
equally to the income?

No

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 1)? 

108%

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 2)? 

198%

Building credit

What is the minimum loan amount covered in the private credit bureau or public credit registry (as % of income per capita)? 0%

Are Microfinance Institutions providers of information to private credit bureaus or public credit registries? N/A

Going to court

Is there a small claims court or fast track procedure for small claims? Yes

If so, what is the maximum amount for a small claim (as % of income per capita)? 67%
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CzeCh republiC Female population: 5,318,793
Female labor force participation: 63%

OECD  High income
High income

Accessing institutions

Do men and women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Do married men and married women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Using property

Do men and women have equal ownership rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Do men and women have equal inheritance rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Getting a job

Working hours and industry restrictions

Can women work the same night hours as men? Yes

Can women work in all industries? Yes

Can pregnant and nursing mothers work the same hours and in the same industries as men and other women? No

Parental benefits—maternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid maternity leave for women employees? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 196

What percentage of wages is paid during maternity leave? 69%

Who pays maternity leave benefits? Government

What is the mandatory minimum length of unpaid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 1095

Parental benefits—paternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid paternity leave? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paternity leave (in calendar days)? 1095

If paternity leave is paid, who pays the benefits? Yes, government

Retirement age

What is the statutory retirement age for men in the private sector? 62

What is the statutory retirement age for women in the private sector? 61

What is the minimum pensionable age for men? 59

What is the minimum pensionable age for women? 58

In the private sector, is it mandatory to retire at the statutory retirement age? No

Dealing with taxes

Direct differentiation

Is joint filing allowed? No

Do men and women face the same personal income tax liability? Yes

What is a woman’s tax liability as percentage of a man’s? 100%

Indirect differentiation

Does single wage earner family face the same tax liability as a double wage earner family where both spouses contribute 
equally to the income?

Yes

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 1)? 

100%

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 2)? 

100%

Building credit

What is the minimum loan amount covered in the private credit bureau or public credit registry (as % of income per capita)? 0%

Are Microfinance Institutions providers of information to private credit bureaus or public credit registries? N/A

Going to court

Is there a small claims court or fast track procedure for small claims? No

If so, what is the maximum amount for a small claim (as % of income per capita)? N/A
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denmArk Female population:  2,773,953
Female labor force participation: 76%

OECD  High income
High income

Accessing institutions

Do men and women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Do married men and married women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Using property

Do men and women have equal ownership rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Do men and women have equal inheritance rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Getting a job

Working hours and industry restrictions

Can women work the same night hours as men? Yes

Can women work in all industries? Yes

Can pregnant and nursing mothers work the same hours and in the same industries as men and other women? Yes

Parental benefits—maternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid maternity leave for women employees? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 126

What percentage of wages is paid during maternity leave? 50%

Who pays maternity leave benefits? Government

What is the mandatory minimum length of unpaid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 224

Parental benefits—paternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid paternity leave? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paternity leave (in calendar days)? 14

If paternity leave is paid, who pays the benefits? Yes, government

Retirement age

What is the statutory retirement age for men in the private sector? 65

What is the statutory retirement age for women in the private sector? 65

What is the minimum pensionable age for men? 65

What is the minimum pensionable age for women? 65

In the private sector, is it mandatory to retire at the statutory retirement age? No

Dealing with taxes

Direct differentiation

Is joint filing allowed? No

Do men and women face the same personal income tax liability? Yes

What is a woman’s tax liability as percentage of a man’s? 100%

Indirect differentiation

Does single wage earner family face the same tax liability as a double wage earner family where both spouses contribute 
equally to the income?

Yes

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 1)? 

100%

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 2)? 

100%

Building credit

What is the minimum loan amount covered in the private credit bureau or public credit registry (as % of income per capita)? 0%

Are Microfinance Institutions providers of information to private credit bureaus or public credit registries? N/A

Going to court

Is there a small claims court or fast track procedure for small claims? Yes

If so, what is the maximum amount for a small claim (as % of income per capita)? 15%
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dominiCAn republiC Female population: 4,894,123
Female labor force participation: 60%

Latin America & Caribbean
Upper middle income

Accessing institutions

Do men and women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Do married men and married women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Using property

Do men and women have equal ownership rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Do men and women have equal inheritance rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Getting a job

Working hours and industry restrictions

Can women work the same night hours as men? Yes

Can women work in all industries? Yes

Can pregnant and nursing mothers work the same hours and in the same industries as men and other women? Yes

Parental benefits—maternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid maternity leave for women employees? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 84

What percentage of wages is paid during maternity leave? 100%

Who pays maternity leave benefits? Employer

What is the mandatory minimum length of unpaid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

Parental benefits—paternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid paternity leave? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paternity leave (in calendar days)? 2

If paternity leave is paid, who pays the benefits? Yes, employer

Retirement age

What is the statutory retirement age for men in the private sector? 60

What is the statutory retirement age for women in the private sector? 60

What is the minimum pensionable age for men? 60

What is the minimum pensionable age for women? 60

In the private sector, is it mandatory to retire at the statutory retirement age? No

Dealing with taxes

Direct differentiation

Is joint filing allowed? No

Do men and women face the same personal income tax liability? Yes

What is a woman’s tax liability as percentage of a man’s? 100%

Indirect differentiation

Does single wage earner family face the same tax liability as a double wage earner family where both spouses contribute 
equally to the income?

No

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 1)? 

No tax liability

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 2)? 

156%

Building credit

What is the minimum loan amount covered in the private credit bureau or public credit registry (as % of income per capita)? 0%

Are Microfinance Institutions providers of information to private credit bureaus or public credit registries? Yes

Going to court

Is there a small claims court or fast track procedure for small claims? No

If so, what is the maximum amount for a small claim (as % of income per capita)? N/A
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eCuAdor Female population:  6,725,279
Female labor force participation: 54%

Latin America & Caribbean
Lower middle income

Accessing institutions

Do men and women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Do married men and married women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Using property

Do men and women have equal ownership rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Do men and women have equal inheritance rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Getting a job

Working hours and industry restrictions

Can women work the same night hours as men? Yes

Can women work in all industries? No

Can pregnant and nursing mothers work the same hours and in the same industries as men and other women? Yes

Parental benefits—maternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid maternity leave for women employees? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 84

What percentage of wages is paid during maternity leave? 100%

Who pays maternity leave benefits? Government

What is the mandatory minimum length of unpaid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

Parental benefits—paternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid paternity leave? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paternity leave (in calendar days)? 10

If paternity leave is paid, who pays the benefits? Yes, government

Retirement age

What is the statutory retirement age for men in the private sector? 65

What is the statutory retirement age for women in the private sector? 65

What is the minimum pensionable age for men? 60

What is the minimum pensionable age for women? 60

In the private sector, is it mandatory to retire at the statutory retirement age? No

Dealing with taxes

Direct differentiation

Is joint filing allowed? No

Do men and women face the same personal income tax liability? Yes

What is a woman’s tax liability as percentage of a man’s? 100%

Indirect differentiation

Does single wage earner family face the same tax liability as a double wage earner family where both spouses contribute 
equally to the income?

No

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 1)? 

No tax liability

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 2)? 

381%

Building credit

What is the minimum loan amount covered in the private credit bureau or public credit registry (as % of income per capita)? 0%

Are Microfinance Institutions providers of information to private credit bureaus or public credit registries? Yes

Going to court

Is there a small claims court or fast track procedure for small claims? No

If so, what is the maximum amount for a small claim (as % of income per capita)? N/A
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egypt, ArAb rep. Female population: 40,519,544
Female labor force participation: 26%

Middle East & North Africa
Lower middle income

Accessing institutions

Do men and women have equal capacity by law? No

Do married men and married women have equal capacity by law? No

Using property

Do men and women have equal ownership rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Do men and women have equal inheritance rights over movable and immovable property? No

Getting a job

Working hours and industry restrictions

Can women work the same night hours as men? No

Can women work in all industries? No

Can pregnant and nursing mothers work the same hours and in the same industries as men and other women? Yes

Parental benefits—maternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid maternity leave for women employees? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 90

What percentage of wages is paid during maternity leave? 100%

Who pays maternity leave benefits? Employer and government

What is the mandatory minimum length of unpaid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 730

Parental benefits—paternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid paternity leave? No

What is the mandatory minimum length of paternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

If paternity leave is paid, who pays the benefits? N/A

Retirement age

What is the statutory retirement age for men in the private sector? 60

What is the statutory retirement age for women in the private sector? 60

What is the minimum pensionable age for men? ..

What is the minimum pensionable age for women? ..

In the private sector, is it mandatory to retire at the statutory retirement age? No

Dealing with taxes

Direct differentiation

Is joint filing allowed? No

Do men and women face the same personal income tax liability? Yes

What is a woman’s tax liability as percentage of a man’s? 100%

Indirect differentiation

Does single wage earner family face the same tax liability as a double wage earner family where both spouses contribute 
equally to the income?

No

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 1)? 

136%

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 2)? 

161%

Building credit

What is the minimum loan amount covered in the private credit bureau or public credit registry (as % of income per capita)? 0%

Are Microfinance Institutions providers of information to private credit bureaus or public credit registries? No

Going to court

Is there a small claims court or fast track procedure for small claims? No

If so, what is the maximum amount for a small claim (as % of income per capita)? N/A
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el sAlVAdor Female population:  3,235,111
Female labor force participation: 50%

Latin America & Caribbean
Lower middle income

Accessing institutions

Do men and women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Do married men and married women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Using property

Do men and women have equal ownership rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Do men and women have equal inheritance rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Getting a job

Working hours and industry restrictions

Can women work the same night hours as men? Yes

Can women work in all industries? Yes

Can pregnant and nursing mothers work the same hours and in the same industries as men and other women? No

Parental benefits—maternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid maternity leave for women employees? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 84

What percentage of wages is paid during maternity leave? 75%

Who pays maternity leave benefits? Employer

What is the mandatory minimum length of unpaid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

Parental benefits—paternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid paternity leave? No

What is the mandatory minimum length of paternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

If paternity leave is paid, who pays the benefits? N/A

Retirement age

What is the statutory retirement age for men in the private sector? 65

What is the statutory retirement age for women in the private sector? 60

What is the minimum pensionable age for men? 65

What is the minimum pensionable age for women? 60

In the private sector, is it mandatory to retire at the statutory retirement age? No

Dealing with taxes

Direct differentiation

Is joint filing allowed? Yes

Do men and women face the same personal income tax liability? Yes

What is a woman’s tax liability as percentage of a man’s? 100%

Indirect differentiation

Does single wage earner family face the same tax liability as a double wage earner family where both spouses contribute 
equally to the income?

No

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 1)? 

115%

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 2)? 

179%

Building credit

What is the minimum loan amount covered in the private credit bureau or public credit registry (as % of income per capita)? 0%

Are Microfinance Institutions providers of information to private credit bureaus or public credit registries? Yes

Going to court

Is there a small claims court or fast track procedure for small claims? Yes

If so, what is the maximum amount for a small claim (as % of income per capita)? 32%
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estoniA Female population: 722,618
Female labor force participation: 67%

Eastern Europe & Central Asia
High income

Accessing institutions

Do men and women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Do married men and married women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Using property

Do men and women have equal ownership rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Do men and women have equal inheritance rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Getting a job

Working hours and industry restrictions

Can women work the same night hours as men? Yes

Can women work in all industries? Yes

Can pregnant and nursing mothers work the same hours and in the same industries as men and other women? No

Parental benefits—maternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid maternity leave for women employees? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 140

What percentage of wages is paid during maternity leave? Fixed allowance

Who pays maternity leave benefits? Government

What is the mandatory minimum length of unpaid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 1095

Parental benefits—paternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid paternity leave? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paternity leave (in calendar days)? 1019

If paternity leave is paid, who pays the benefits? Yes, employer

Retirement age

What is the statutory retirement age for men in the private sector? 63

What is the statutory retirement age for women in the private sector? 60

What is the minimum pensionable age for men? 63

What is the minimum pensionable age for women? 60

In the private sector, is it mandatory to retire at the statutory retirement age? No

Dealing with taxes

Direct differentiation

Is joint filing allowed? Yes

Do men and women face the same personal income tax liability? Yes

What is a woman’s tax liability as percentage of a man’s? 100%

Indirect differentiation

Does single wage earner family face the same tax liability as a double wage earner family where both spouses contribute 
equally to the income?

No

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 1)? 

105%

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 2)? 

103%

Building credit

What is the minimum loan amount covered in the private credit bureau or public credit registry (as % of income per capita)? 0%

Are Microfinance Institutions providers of information to private credit bureaus or public credit registries? No

Going to court

Is there a small claims court or fast track procedure for small claims? Yes

If so, what is the maximum amount for a small claim (as % of income per capita)? 18%
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ethiopiA Female population:  40,566,741
Female labor force participation: 82%

Sub-Saharan Africa
Low income

Accessing institutions

Do men and women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Do married men and married women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Using property

Do men and women have equal ownership rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Do men and women have equal inheritance rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Getting a job

Working hours and industry restrictions

Can women work the same night hours as men? Yes

Can women work in all industries? No

Can pregnant and nursing mothers work the same hours and in the same industries as men and other women? No

Parental benefits—maternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid maternity leave for women employees? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 90

What percentage of wages is paid during maternity leave? 100%

Who pays maternity leave benefits? Employer

What is the mandatory minimum length of unpaid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 1095

Parental benefits—paternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid paternity leave? No

What is the mandatory minimum length of paternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

If paternity leave is paid, who pays the benefits? N/A

Retirement age

What is the statutory retirement age for men in the private sector? 60

What is the statutory retirement age for women in the private sector? 60

What is the minimum pensionable age for men? 60

What is the minimum pensionable age for women? 60

In the private sector, is it mandatory to retire at the statutory retirement age? No

Dealing with taxes

Direct differentiation

Is joint filing allowed? -

Do men and women face the same personal income tax liability? -

What is a woman’s tax liability as percentage of a man’s? -

Indirect differentiation

Does single wage earner family face the same tax liability as a double wage earner family where both spouses contribute 
equally to the income?

-

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 1)? 

-

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 2)? 

-

Building credit

What is the minimum loan amount covered in the private credit bureau or public credit registry (as % of income per capita)? 0%

Are Microfinance Institutions providers of information to private credit bureaus or public credit registries? No

Going to court

Is there a small claims court or fast track procedure for small claims? Yes

If so, what is the maximum amount for a small claim (as % of income per capita)? 164%
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finlAnd Female population:2,709,575
Female labor force participation: 73%

OECD  High income
High income

Accessing institutions

Do men and women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Do married men and married women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Using property

Do men and women have equal ownership rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Do men and women have equal inheritance rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Getting a job

Working hours and industry restrictions

Can women work the same night hours as men? Yes

Can women work in all industries? Yes

Can pregnant and nursing mothers work the same hours and in the same industries as men and other women? Yes

Parental benefits—maternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid maternity leave for women employees? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 263

What percentage of wages is paid during maternity leave? 80%

Who pays maternity leave benefits? Government

What is the mandatory minimum length of unpaid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 1095

Parental benefits—paternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid paternity leave? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paternity leave (in calendar days)? 1095

If paternity leave is paid, who pays the benefits? Yes, government

Retirement age

What is the statutory retirement age for men in the private sector? 65

What is the statutory retirement age for women in the private sector? 65

What is the minimum pensionable age for men? 63

What is the minimum pensionable age for women? 63

In the private sector, is it mandatory to retire at the statutory retirement age? Yes

Dealing with taxes

Direct differentiation

Is joint filing allowed? No

Do men and women face the same personal income tax liability? Yes

What is a woman’s tax liability as percentage of a man’s? 100%

Indirect differentiation

Does single wage earner family face the same tax liability as a double wage earner family where both spouses contribute 
equally to the income?

Yes

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 1)? 

100%

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 2)? 

192%

Building credit

What is the minimum loan amount covered in the private credit bureau or public credit registry (as % of income per capita)? 0%

Are Microfinance Institutions providers of information to private credit bureaus or public credit registries? N/A

Going to court

Is there a small claims court or fast track procedure for small claims? No

If so, what is the maximum amount for a small claim (as % of income per capita)? N/A
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frAnCe Female population:  31,884,995
Female labor force participation: 64%

OECD  High income
High income

Accessing institutions

Do men and women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Do married men and married women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Using property

Do men and women have equal ownership rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Do men and women have equal inheritance rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Getting a job

Working hours and industry restrictions

Can women work the same night hours as men? Yes

Can women work in all industries? Yes

Can pregnant and nursing mothers work the same hours and in the same industries as men and other women? Yes

Parental benefits—maternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid maternity leave for women employees? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 112

What percentage of wages is paid during maternity leave? Fixed allowance

Who pays maternity leave benefits? Government

What is the mandatory minimum length of unpaid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

Parental benefits—paternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid paternity leave? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paternity leave (in calendar days)? 11

If paternity leave is paid, who pays the benefits? Yes, government

Retirement age

What is the statutory retirement age for men in the private sector? 65

What is the statutory retirement age for women in the private sector? 65

What is the minimum pensionable age for men? 60

What is the minimum pensionable age for women? 60

In the private sector, is it mandatory to retire at the statutory retirement age? Yes

Dealing with taxes

Direct differentiation

Is joint filing allowed? Yes

Do men and women face the same personal income tax liability? Yes

What is a woman’s tax liability as percentage of a man’s? 100%

Indirect differentiation

Does single wage earner family face the same tax liability as a double wage earner family where both spouses contribute 
equally to the income?

No

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 1)? 

204%

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 2)? 

228%

Building credit

What is the minimum loan amount covered in the private credit bureau or public credit registry (as % of income per capita)? 0%

Are Microfinance Institutions providers of information to private credit bureaus or public credit registries? N/A

Going to court

Is there a small claims court or fast track procedure for small claims? No

If so, what is the maximum amount for a small claim (as % of income per capita)? N/A
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georgiA Female population: 2,309,620
Female labor force participation: 59%

Eastern Europe & Central Asia
Lower middle income

Accessing institutions

Do men and women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Do married men and married women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Using property

Do men and women have equal ownership rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Do men and women have equal inheritance rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Getting a job

Working hours and industry restrictions

Can women work the same night hours as men? Yes

Can women work in all industries? Yes

Can pregnant and nursing mothers work the same hours and in the same industries as men and other women? No

Parental benefits—maternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid maternity leave for women employees? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 126

What percentage of wages is paid during maternity leave? Fixed allowance

Who pays maternity leave benefits? Government

What is the mandatory minimum length of unpaid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

Parental benefits—paternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid paternity leave? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paternity leave (in calendar days)? 14

If paternity leave is paid, who pays the benefits? No

Retirement age

What is the statutory retirement age for men in the private sector? 65

What is the statutory retirement age for women in the private sector? 60

What is the minimum pensionable age for men? 65

What is the minimum pensionable age for women? 60

In the private sector, is it mandatory to retire at the statutory retirement age? No

Dealing with taxes

Direct differentiation

Is joint filing allowed? No

Do men and women face the same personal income tax liability? Yes

What is a woman’s tax liability as percentage of a man’s? 100%

Indirect differentiation

Does single wage earner family face the same tax liability as a double wage earner family where both spouses contribute 
equally to the income?

Yes

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 1)? 

100%

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 2)? 

100%

Building credit

What is the minimum loan amount covered in the private credit bureau or public credit registry (as % of income per capita)? 0%

Are Microfinance Institutions providers of information to private credit bureaus or public credit registries? Yes

Going to court

Is there a small claims court or fast track procedure for small claims? No

If so, what is the maximum amount for a small claim (as % of income per capita)? N/A
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germAny Female population:  41,894,203
Female labor force participation: 69%

OECD  High income
High income

Accessing institutions

Do men and women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Do married men and married women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Using property

Do men and women have equal ownership rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Do men and women have equal inheritance rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Getting a job

Working hours and industry restrictions

Can women work the same night hours as men? Yes

Can women work in all industries? Yes

Can pregnant and nursing mothers work the same hours and in the same industries as men and other women? No

Parental benefits—maternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid maternity leave for women employees? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 98

What percentage of wages is paid during maternity leave? 100%

Who pays maternity leave benefits? Government

What is the mandatory minimum length of unpaid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 1095

Parental benefits—paternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid paternity leave? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paternity leave (in calendar days)? 1095

If paternity leave is paid, who pays the benefits? Yes, government

Retirement age

What is the statutory retirement age for men in the private sector? 65

What is the statutory retirement age for women in the private sector? 65

What is the minimum pensionable age for men? 65

What is the minimum pensionable age for women? 65

In the private sector, is it mandatory to retire at the statutory retirement age? No

Dealing with taxes

Direct differentiation

Is joint filing allowed? Yes

Do men and women face the same personal income tax liability? Yes

What is a woman’s tax liability as percentage of a man’s? 100%

Indirect differentiation

Does single wage earner family face the same tax liability as a double wage earner family where both spouses contribute 
equally to the income?

No

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 1)? 

109%

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 2)? 

126%

Building credit

What is the minimum loan amount covered in the private credit bureau or public credit registry (as % of income per capita)? 0%

Are Microfinance Institutions providers of information to private credit bureaus or public credit registries? N/A

Going to court

Is there a small claims court or fast track procedure for small claims? Yes

If so, what is the maximum amount for a small claim (as % of income per capita)? 7%
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ghAnA Female population: 11,517,612
Female labor force participation: 74%

Sub-Saharan Africa
Low income

Accessing institutions

Do men and women have equal capacity by law? No

Do married men and married women have equal capacity by law? No

Using property

Do men and women have equal ownership rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Do men and women have equal inheritance rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Getting a job

Working hours and industry restrictions

Can women work the same night hours as men? Yes

Can women work in all industries? Yes

Can pregnant and nursing mothers work the same hours and in the same industries as men and other women? No

Parental benefits—maternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid maternity leave for women employees? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 84

What percentage of wages is paid during maternity leave? 100%

Who pays maternity leave benefits? Employer

What is the mandatory minimum length of unpaid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

Parental benefits—paternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid paternity leave? No

What is the mandatory minimum length of paternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

If paternity leave is paid, who pays the benefits? N/A

Retirement age

What is the statutory retirement age for men in the private sector? 60

What is the statutory retirement age for women in the private sector? 60

What is the minimum pensionable age for men? 60

What is the minimum pensionable age for women? 60

In the private sector, is it mandatory to retire at the statutory retirement age? No

Dealing with taxes

Direct differentiation

Is joint filing allowed? No

Do men and women face the same personal income tax liability? Yes

What is a woman’s tax liability as percentage of a man’s? 100%

Indirect differentiation

Does single wage earner family face the same tax liability as a double wage earner family where both spouses contribute 
equally to the income?

No

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 1)? 

103%

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 2)? 

177%

Building credit

What is the minimum loan amount covered in the private credit bureau or public credit registry (as % of income per capita)? N/A

Are Microfinance Institutions providers of information to private credit bureaus or public credit registries? No

Going to court

Is there a small claims court or fast track procedure for small claims? No

If so, what is the maximum amount for a small claim (as % of income per capita)? N/A
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greeCe Female population:  5,668,655
Female labor force participation: 56%

OECD  High income
High income

Accessing institutions

Do men and women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Do married men and married women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Using property

Do men and women have equal ownership rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Do men and women have equal inheritance rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Getting a job

Working hours and industry restrictions

Can women work the same night hours as men? Yes

Can women work in all industries? Yes

Can pregnant and nursing mothers work the same hours and in the same industries as men and other women? Yes

Parental benefits—maternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid maternity leave for women employees? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 119

What percentage of wages is paid during maternity leave? 100%

Who pays maternity leave benefits? Employer and government

What is the mandatory minimum length of unpaid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 91

Parental benefits—paternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid paternity leave? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paternity leave (in calendar days)? 3

If paternity leave is paid, who pays the benefits? Yes, source of cash benefits unavailable

Retirement age

What is the statutory retirement age for men in the private sector? 65

What is the statutory retirement age for women in the private sector? 60

What is the minimum pensionable age for men? 65

What is the minimum pensionable age for women? 60

In the private sector, is it mandatory to retire at the statutory retirement age? Yes

Dealing with taxes

Direct differentiation

Is joint filing allowed? Yes

Do men and women face the same personal income tax liability? Yes

What is a woman’s tax liability as percentage of a man’s? 100%

Indirect differentiation

Does single wage earner family face the same tax liability as a double wage earner family where both spouses contribute 
equally to the income?

No

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 1)? 

136%

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 2)? 

162%

Building credit

What is the minimum loan amount covered in the private credit bureau or public credit registry (as % of income per capita)? 0%

Are Microfinance Institutions providers of information to private credit bureaus or public credit registries? N/A

Going to court

Is there a small claims court or fast track procedure for small claims? Yes

If so, what is the maximum amount for a small claim (as % of income per capita)? 7%
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guAtemAlA Female population: 7,010,734
Female labor force participation: 47%

Latin America & Caribbean
Lower middle income

Accessing institutions

Do men and women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Do married men and married women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Using property

Do men and women have equal ownership rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Do men and women have equal inheritance rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Getting a job

Working hours and industry restrictions

Can women work the same night hours as men? Yes

Can women work in all industries? No

Can pregnant and nursing mothers work the same hours and in the same industries as men and other women? No

Parental benefits—maternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid maternity leave for women employees? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 84

What percentage of wages is paid during maternity leave? 100%

Who pays maternity leave benefits? Employer

What is the mandatory minimum length of unpaid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

Parental benefits—paternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid paternity leave? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paternity leave (in calendar days)? 2

If paternity leave is paid, who pays the benefits? Yes, employer

Retirement age

What is the statutory retirement age for men in the private sector? 60

What is the statutory retirement age for women in the private sector? 60

What is the minimum pensionable age for men? 60

What is the minimum pensionable age for women? 60

In the private sector, is it mandatory to retire at the statutory retirement age? No

Dealing with taxes

Direct differentiation

Is joint filing allowed? No

Do men and women face the same personal income tax liability? Yes

What is a woman’s tax liability as percentage of a man’s? 100%

Indirect differentiation

Does single wage earner family face the same tax liability as a double wage earner family where both spouses contribute 
equally to the income?

No

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 1)? 

No tax liability

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 2)? 

113%

Building credit

What is the minimum loan amount covered in the private credit bureau or public credit registry (as % of income per capita)? 0%

Are Microfinance Institutions providers of information to private credit bureaus or public credit registries? Yes

Going to court

Is there a small claims court or fast track procedure for small claims? No

If so, what is the maximum amount for a small claim (as % of income per capita)? N/A
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guineA Female population:  4,867,572
Female labor force participation: 83%

Sub-Saharan Africa
Low income

Accessing institutions

Do men and women have equal capacity by law? No

Do married men and married women have equal capacity by law? No

Using property

Do men and women have equal ownership rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Do men and women have equal inheritance rights over movable and immovable property? No

Getting a job

Working hours and industry restrictions

Can women work the same night hours as men? Yes

Can women work in all industries? No

Can pregnant and nursing mothers work the same hours and in the same industries as men and other women? No

Parental benefits—maternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid maternity leave for women employees? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 98

What percentage of wages is paid during maternity leave? 100%

Who pays maternity leave benefits? Employer and government

What is the mandatory minimum length of unpaid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 270

Parental benefits—paternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid paternity leave? No

What is the mandatory minimum length of paternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

If paternity leave is paid, who pays the benefits? N/A

Retirement age

What is the statutory retirement age for men in the private sector? 55

What is the statutory retirement age for women in the private sector? 55

What is the minimum pensionable age for men? 55

What is the minimum pensionable age for women? 55

In the private sector, is it mandatory to retire at the statutory retirement age? No

Dealing with taxes

Direct differentiation

Is joint filing allowed? -

Do men and women face the same personal income tax liability? -

What is a woman’s tax liability as percentage of a man’s? -

Indirect differentiation

Does single wage earner family face the same tax liability as a double wage earner family where both spouses contribute 
equally to the income?

-

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 1)? 

-

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 2)? 

-

Building credit

What is the minimum loan amount covered in the private credit bureau or public credit registry (as % of income per capita)? N/A

Are Microfinance Institutions providers of information to private credit bureaus or public credit registries? No

Going to court

Is there a small claims court or fast track procedure for small claims? No

If so, what is the maximum amount for a small claim (as % of income per capita)? N/A
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hondurAs Female population: 3,625,754
Female labor force participation: 38%

Latin America & Caribbean
Lower middle income

Accessing institutions

Do men and women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Do married men and married women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Using property

Do men and women have equal ownership rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Do men and women have equal inheritance rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Getting a job

Working hours and industry restrictions

Can women work the same night hours as men? Yes

Can women work in all industries? Yes

Can pregnant and nursing mothers work the same hours and in the same industries as men and other women? No

Parental benefits—maternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid maternity leave for women employees? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 70

What percentage of wages is paid during maternity leave? 100%

Who pays maternity leave benefits? Employer and government

What is the mandatory minimum length of unpaid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

Parental benefits—paternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid paternity leave? No

What is the mandatory minimum length of paternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

If paternity leave is paid, who pays the benefits? N/A

Retirement age

What is the statutory retirement age for men in the private sector? 65

What is the statutory retirement age for women in the private sector? 60

What is the minimum pensionable age for men? 65

What is the minimum pensionable age for women? 60

In the private sector, is it mandatory to retire at the statutory retirement age? Yes

Dealing with taxes

Direct differentiation

Is joint filing allowed? No

Do men and women face the same personal income tax liability? Yes

What is a woman’s tax liability as percentage of a man’s? 100%

Indirect differentiation

Does single wage earner family face the same tax liability as a double wage earner family where both spouses contribute 
equally to the income?

No

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 1)? 

No tax liability

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 2)? 

196%

Building credit

What is the minimum loan amount covered in the private credit bureau or public credit registry (as % of income per capita)? 0%

Are Microfinance Institutions providers of information to private credit bureaus or public credit registries? No

Going to court

Is there a small claims court or fast track procedure for small claims? No

If so, what is the maximum amount for a small claim (as % of income per capita)? N/A
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hong kong, ChinA Female population:  3,661,101
Female labor force participation: 62%

East Asia & Pacific
High income

Accessing institutions

Do men and women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Do married men and married women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Using property

Do men and women have equal ownership rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Do men and women have equal inheritance rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Getting a job

Working hours and industry restrictions

Can women work the same night hours as men? Yes

Can women work in all industries? Yes

Can pregnant and nursing mothers work the same hours and in the same industries as men and other women? Yes

Parental benefits—maternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid maternity leave for women employees? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 70

What percentage of wages is paid during maternity leave? 80%

Who pays maternity leave benefits? Employer

What is the mandatory minimum length of unpaid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

Parental benefits—paternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid paternity leave? No

What is the mandatory minimum length of paternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

If paternity leave is paid, who pays the benefits? N/A

Retirement age

What is the statutory retirement age for men in the private sector? 65

What is the statutory retirement age for women in the private sector? 65

What is the minimum pensionable age for men? 60

What is the minimum pensionable age for women? 60

In the private sector, is it mandatory to retire at the statutory retirement age? No

Dealing with taxes

Direct differentiation

Is joint filing allowed? Yes

Do men and women face the same personal income tax liability? Yes

What is a woman’s tax liability as percentage of a man’s? 100%

Indirect differentiation

Does single wage earner family face the same tax liability as a double wage earner family where both spouses contribute 
equally to the income?

No

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 1)? 

120%

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 2)? 

215%

Building credit

What is the minimum loan amount covered in the private credit bureau or public credit registry (as % of income per capita)? 0%

Are Microfinance Institutions providers of information to private credit bureaus or public credit registries? N/A

Going to court

Is there a small claims court or fast track procedure for small claims? Yes

If so, what is the maximum amount for a small claim (as % of income per capita)? 21%
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hungAry Female population: 5,272,663
Female labor force participation: 56%

OECD  High income
High income

Accessing institutions

Do men and women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Do married men and married women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Using property

Do men and women have equal ownership rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Do men and women have equal inheritance rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Getting a job

Working hours and industry restrictions

Can women work the same night hours as men? Yes

Can women work in all industries? Yes

Can pregnant and nursing mothers work the same hours and in the same industries as men and other women? No

Parental benefits—maternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid maternity leave for women employees? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 168

What percentage of wages is paid during maternity leave? 100%

Who pays maternity leave benefits? Government

What is the mandatory minimum length of unpaid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

Parental benefits—paternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid paternity leave? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paternity leave (in calendar days)? 5

If paternity leave is paid, who pays the benefits? No

Retirement age

What is the statutory retirement age for men in the private sector? 62

What is the statutory retirement age for women in the private sector? 62

What is the minimum pensionable age for men? 62

What is the minimum pensionable age for women? 62

In the private sector, is it mandatory to retire at the statutory retirement age? No

Dealing with taxes

Direct differentiation

Is joint filing allowed? No

Do men and women face the same personal income tax liability? Yes

What is a woman’s tax liability as percentage of a man’s? 100%

Indirect differentiation

Does single wage earner family face the same tax liability as a double wage earner family where both spouses contribute 
equally to the income?

No

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 1)? 

108%

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 2)? 

142%

Building credit

What is the minimum loan amount covered in the private credit bureau or public credit registry (as % of income per capita)? 0%

Are Microfinance Institutions providers of information to private credit bureaus or public credit registries? N/A

Going to court

Is there a small claims court or fast track procedure for small claims? No

If so, what is the maximum amount for a small claim (as % of income per capita)? N/A
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iCelAnd Female population: 155,487
Female labor force participation: 83%

OECD  High income
High income

Accessing institutions

Do men and women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Do married men and married women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Using property

Do men and women have equal ownership rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Do men and women have equal inheritance rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Getting a job

Working hours and industry restrictions

Can women work the same night hours as men? Yes

Can women work in all industries? Yes

Can pregnant and nursing mothers work the same hours and in the same industries as men and other women? Yes

Parental benefits—maternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid maternity leave for women employees? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 180

What percentage of wages is paid during maternity leave? Fixed allowance

Who pays maternity leave benefits? Government

What is the mandatory minimum length of unpaid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

Parental benefits—paternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid paternity leave? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paternity leave (in calendar days)? 180

If paternity leave is paid, who pays the benefits? Yes, government

Retirement age

What is the statutory retirement age for men in the private sector? 67

What is the statutory retirement age for women in the private sector? 67

What is the minimum pensionable age for men? 67

What is the minimum pensionable age for women? 67

In the private sector, is it mandatory to retire at the statutory retirement age? No

Dealing with taxes

Direct differentiation

Is joint filing allowed? Yes

Do men and women face the same personal income tax liability? Yes

What is a woman’s tax liability as percentage of a man’s? 100%

Indirect differentiation

Does single wage earner family face the same tax liability as a double wage earner family where both spouses contribute 
equally to the income?

No

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 1)? 

107%

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 2)? 

107%

Building credit

What is the minimum loan amount covered in the private credit bureau or public credit registry (as % of income per capita)? 1%

Are Microfinance Institutions providers of information to private credit bureaus or public credit registries? N/A

Going to court

Is there a small claims court or fast track procedure for small claims? No

If so, what is the maximum amount for a small claim (as % of income per capita)? N/A



9 9W O M E N ,  B U S I N E S S  A N D  T H E  L A W  2 0 1 0

indiA Female population: 550,768,360
Female labor force participation: 36%

South Asia
Lower middle income

Accessing institutions

Do men and women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Do married men and married women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Using property

Do men and women have equal ownership rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Do men and women have equal inheritance rights over movable and immovable property? No

Getting a job

Working hours and industry restrictions

Can women work the same night hours as men? Yes

Can women work in all industries? No

Can pregnant and nursing mothers work the same hours and in the same industries as men and other women? Yes

Parental benefits—maternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid maternity leave for women employees? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 84

What percentage of wages is paid during maternity leave? 100%

Who pays maternity leave benefits? Employer

What is the mandatory minimum length of unpaid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

Parental benefits—paternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid paternity leave? No

What is the mandatory minimum length of paternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

If paternity leave is paid, who pays the benefits? N/A

Retirement age

What is the statutory retirement age for men in the private sector? 58

What is the statutory retirement age for women in the private sector? 58

What is the minimum pensionable age for men? 58

What is the minimum pensionable age for women? 58

In the private sector, is it mandatory to retire at the statutory retirement age? Yes 

Dealing with taxes

Direct differentiation

Is joint filing allowed? No

Do men and women face the same personal income tax liability? Yes

What is a woman’s tax liability as percentage of a man’s? 100%

Indirect differentiation

Does single wage earner family face the same tax liability as a double wage earner family where both spouses contribute 
equally to the income?

No

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 1)? 

No tax liability

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 2)? 

567%

Building credit

What is the minimum loan amount covered in the private credit bureau or public credit registry (as % of income per capita)? 0%

Are Microfinance Institutions providers of information to private credit bureaus or public credit registries? No

Going to court

Is there a small claims court or fast track procedure for small claims? Yes

If so, what is the maximum amount for a small claim (as % of income per capita)? 21%



1 0 0 W O M E N ,  B U S I N E S S  A N D  T H E  L A W  2 0 1 0

indonesiA Female population: 114,279,835
Female labor force participation: 52%

East Asia & Pacific
Lower middle income

Accessing institutions

Do men and women have equal capacity by law? No

Do married men and married women have equal capacity by law? No

Using property

Do men and women have equal ownership rights over movable and immovable property? No

Do men and women have equal inheritance rights over movable and immovable property? No 

Getting a job

Working hours and industry restrictions

Can women work the same night hours as men? Yes

Can women work in all industries? Yes

Can pregnant and nursing mothers work the same hours and in the same industries as men and other women? No

Parental benefits—maternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid maternity leave for women employees? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 90

What percentage of wages is paid during maternity leave? 100%

Who pays maternity leave benefits? Employer

What is the mandatory minimum length of unpaid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

Parental benefits—paternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid paternity leave? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paternity leave (in calendar days)? 2

If paternity leave is paid, who pays the benefits? Yes, employer

Retirement age

What is the statutory retirement age for men in the private sector? 55

What is the statutory retirement age for women in the private sector? 55

What is the minimum pensionable age for men? 55

What is the minimum pensionable age for women? 55

In the private sector, is it mandatory to retire at the statutory retirement age? Yes

Dealing with taxes

Direct differentiation

Is joint filing allowed? Yes

Do men and women face the same personal income tax liability? No

What is a woman’s tax liability as percentage of a man’s? 120%

Indirect differentiation

Does single wage earner family face the same tax liability as a double wage earner family where both spouses contribute 
equally to the income?

No

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 1)? 

220%

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 2)? 

144%

Building credit

What is the minimum loan amount covered in the private credit bureau or public credit registry (as % of income per capita)? 0%

Are Microfinance Institutions providers of information to private credit bureaus or public credit registries? Yes

Going to court

Is there a small claims court or fast track procedure for small claims? No

If so, what is the maximum amount for a small claim (as % of income per capita)? N/A
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irAn, islAmiC rep. Female population: 35,343,388
Female labor force participation: 33%

Middle East & North Africa
Lower middle income

Accessing institutions

Do men and women have equal capacity by law? No

Do married men and married women have equal capacity by law? No

Using property

Do men and women have equal ownership rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Do men and women have equal inheritance rights over movable and immovable property? No

Getting a job

Working hours and industry restrictions

Can women work the same night hours as men? Yes

Can women work in all industries? No

Can pregnant and nursing mothers work the same hours and in the same industries as men and other women? Yes

Parental benefits—maternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid maternity leave for women employees? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 90

What percentage of wages is paid during maternity leave? 67%

Who pays maternity leave benefits? Government

What is the mandatory minimum length of unpaid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

Parental benefits—paternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid paternity leave? No

What is the mandatory minimum length of paternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

If paternity leave is paid, who pays the benefits? N/A

Retirement age

What is the statutory retirement age for men in the private sector? 65

What is the statutory retirement age for women in the private sector? 55

What is the minimum pensionable age for men? 65

What is the minimum pensionable age for women? 55

In the private sector, is it mandatory to retire at the statutory retirement age? No

Dealing with taxes

Direct differentiation

Is joint filing allowed? No

Do men and women face the same personal income tax liability? Yes

What is a woman’s tax liability as percentage of a man’s? 100%

Indirect differentiation

Does single wage earner family face the same tax liability as a double wage earner family where both spouses contribute 
equally to the income?

No

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 1)? 

341%

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 2)? 

162%

Building credit

What is the minimum loan amount covered in the private credit bureau or public credit registry (as % of income per capita)? 0%

Are Microfinance Institutions providers of information to private credit bureaus or public credit registries? No

Going to court

Is there a small claims court or fast track procedure for small claims? No

If so, what is the maximum amount for a small claim (as % of income per capita)? N/A
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irelAnd Female population: 2,226,981
Female labor force participation: 62%

OECD  High income
High income

Accessing institutions

Do men and women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Do married men and married women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Using property

Do men and women have equal ownership rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Do men and women have equal inheritance rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Getting a job

Working hours and industry restrictions

Can women work the same night hours as men? Yes

Can women work in all industries? Yes

Can pregnant and nursing mothers work the same hours and in the same industries as men and other women? Yes

Parental benefits—maternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid maternity leave for women employees? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 182

What percentage of wages is paid during maternity leave? 80%

Who pays maternity leave benefits? Government

What is the mandatory minimum length of unpaid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 98

Parental benefits—paternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid paternity leave? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paternity leave (in calendar days)? 98

If paternity leave is paid, who pays the benefits? No

Retirement age

What is the statutory retirement age for men in the private sector? 65

What is the statutory retirement age for women in the private sector? 65

What is the minimum pensionable age for men? 65

What is the minimum pensionable age for women? 65

In the private sector, is it mandatory to retire at the statutory retirement age? No

Dealing with taxes

Direct differentiation

Is joint filing allowed? Yes

Do men and women face the same personal income tax liability? Yes

What is a woman’s tax liability as percentage of a man’s? 100%

Indirect differentiation

Does single wage earner family face the same tax liability as a double wage earner family where both spouses contribute 
equally to the income?

No

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 1)? 

119%

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 2)? 

209%

Building credit

What is the minimum loan amount covered in the private credit bureau or public credit registry (as % of income per capita)? 0%

Are Microfinance Institutions providers of information to private credit bureaus or public credit registries? N/A

Going to court

Is there a small claims court or fast track procedure for small claims? Yes

If so, what is the maximum amount for a small claim (as % of income per capita)? 5%
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isrAel Female population: 3,685,780
Female labor force participation: 59%

Middle East & North Africa
High income

Accessing institutions

Do men and women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Do married men and married women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Using property

Do men and women have equal ownership rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Do men and women have equal inheritance rights over movable and immovable property? Yes 

Getting a job

Working hours and industry restrictions

Can women work the same night hours as men? Yes

Can women work in all industries? Yes

Can pregnant and nursing mothers work the same hours and in the same industries as men and other women? No

Parental benefits—maternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid maternity leave for women employees? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 84

What percentage of wages is paid during maternity leave? 100%

Who pays maternity leave benefits? Government

What is the mandatory minimum length of unpaid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 112

Parental benefits—paternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid paternity leave? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paternity leave (in calendar days)? 42

If paternity leave is paid, who pays the benefits? Yes, government

Retirement age

What is the statutory retirement age for men in the private sector? 67

What is the statutory retirement age for women in the private sector? 67

What is the minimum pensionable age for men? 67

What is the minimum pensionable age for women? 67

In the private sector, is it mandatory to retire at the statutory retirement age? No

Dealing with taxes

Direct differentiation

Is joint filing allowed? Yes

Do men and women face the same personal income tax liability? No

What is a woman’s tax liability as percentage of a man’s? 78%

Indirect differentiation

Does single wage earner family face the same tax liability as a double wage earner family where both spouses contribute 
equally to the income?

No

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 1)? 

111%

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 2)? 

130%

Building credit

What is the minimum loan amount covered in the private credit bureau or public credit registry (as % of income per capita)? 0%

Are Microfinance Institutions providers of information to private credit bureaus or public credit registries? N/A

Going to court

Is there a small claims court or fast track procedure for small claims? No

If so, what is the maximum amount for a small claim (as % of income per capita)? N/A
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itAly Female population: 30,752,108
Female labor force participation: 52%

OECD  High income
High income

Accessing institutions

Do men and women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Do married men and married women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Using property

Do men and women have equal ownership rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Do men and women have equal inheritance rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Getting a job

Working hours and industry restrictions

Can women work the same night hours as men? Yes

Can women work in all industries? Yes

Can pregnant and nursing mothers work the same hours and in the same industries as men and other women? No

Parental benefits—maternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid maternity leave for women employees? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 150

What percentage of wages is paid during maternity leave? 100%

Who pays maternity leave benefits? Government

What is the mandatory minimum length of unpaid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 180

Parental benefits—paternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid paternity leave? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paternity leave (in calendar days)? 180

If paternity leave is paid, who pays the benefits? Yes, government

Retirement age

What is the statutory retirement age for men in the private sector? 65

What is the statutory retirement age for women in the private sector? 60

What is the minimum pensionable age for men? 65

What is the minimum pensionable age for women? 60

In the private sector, is it mandatory to retire at the statutory retirement age? No

Dealing with taxes

Direct differentiation

Is joint filing allowed? No

Do men and women face the same personal income tax liability? Yes

What is a woman’s tax liability as percentage of a man’s? 100%

Indirect differentiation

Does single wage earner family face the same tax liability as a double wage earner family where both spouses contribute 
equally to the income?

No

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 1)? 

158%

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 2)? 

124%

Building credit

What is the minimum loan amount covered in the private credit bureau or public credit registry (as % of income per capita)? 0%

Are Microfinance Institutions providers of information to private credit bureaus or public credit registries? N/A

Going to court

Is there a small claims court or fast track procedure for small claims? No

If so, what is the maximum amount for a small claim (as % of income per capita)? N/A
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jAmAiCA Female population: 1,373,178
Female labor force participation: 60%

Latin America & Caribbean
Upper middle income

Accessing institutions

Do men and women have equal capacity by law? No

Do married men and married women have equal capacity by law? No

Using property

Do men and women have equal ownership rights over movable and immovable property? No

Do men and women have equal inheritance rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Getting a job

Working hours and industry restrictions

Can women work the same night hours as men? No

Can women work in all industries? No

Can pregnant and nursing mothers work the same hours and in the same industries as men and other women? Yes

Parental benefits—maternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid maternity leave for women employees? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 56

What percentage of wages is paid during maternity leave? 100%

Who pays maternity leave benefits? Employer

What is the mandatory minimum length of unpaid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 28

Parental benefits—paternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid paternity leave? No

What is the mandatory minimum length of paternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

If paternity leave is paid, who pays the benefits? N/A

Retirement age

What is the statutory retirement age for men in the private sector? 66

What is the statutory retirement age for women in the private sector? 60

What is the minimum pensionable age for men? 66

What is the minimum pensionable age for women? 60

In the private sector, is it mandatory to retire at the statutory retirement age?  No

Dealing with taxes

Direct differentiation

Is joint filing allowed? -

Do men and women face the same personal income tax liability? -

What is a woman’s tax liability as percentage of a man’s? -

Indirect differentiation

Does single wage earner family face the same tax liability as a double wage earner family where both spouses contribute 
equally to the income?

-

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 1)? 

-

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 2)? 

-

Building credit

What is the minimum loan amount covered in the private credit bureau or public credit registry (as % of income per capita)? N/A

Are Microfinance Institutions providers of information to private credit bureaus or public credit registries? No

Going to court

Is there a small claims court or fast track procedure for small claims? No

If so, what is the maximum amount for a small claim (as % of income per capita)? N/A



1 0 6 W O M E N ,  B U S I N E S S  A N D  T H E  L A W  2 0 1 0

jApAn Female population: 65,469,819
Female labor force participation: 61%

OECD  High income
High income

Accessing institutions

Do men and women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Do married men and married women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Using property

Do men and women have equal ownership rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Do men and women have equal inheritance rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Getting a job

Working hours and industry restrictions

Can women work the same night hours as men? Yes

Can women work in all industries? Yes

Can pregnant and nursing mothers work the same hours and in the same industries as men and other women? No

Parental benefits—maternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid maternity leave for women employees? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 98

What percentage of wages is paid during maternity leave? 60% + fixed allowance

Who pays maternity leave benefits? Government

What is the mandatory minimum length of unpaid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 365

Parental benefits—paternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid paternity leave? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paternity leave (in calendar days)? 365

If paternity leave is paid, who pays the benefits? Yes, government

Retirement age

What is the statutory retirement age for men in the private sector? 65

What is the statutory retirement age for women in the private sector? 65

What is the minimum pensionable age for men? 65

What is the minimum pensionable age for women? 65

In the private sector, is it mandatory to retire at the statutory retirement age? No

Dealing with taxes

Direct differentiation

Is joint filing allowed? No

Do men and women face the same personal income tax liability? Yes

What is a woman’s tax liability as percentage of a man’s? 100%

Indirect differentiation

Does single wage earner family face the same tax liability as a double wage earner family where both spouses contribute 
equally to the income?

No

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 1)? 

154%

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 2)? 

130%

Building credit

What is the minimum loan amount covered in the private credit bureau or public credit registry (as % of income per capita)? 0%

Are Microfinance Institutions providers of information to private credit bureaus or public credit registries? N/A

Going to court

Is there a small claims court or fast track procedure for small claims? Yes

If so, what is the maximum amount for a small claim (as % of income per capita)? 15%



1 0 7W O M E N ,  B U S I N E S S  A N D  T H E  L A W  2 0 1 0

jordAn Female population: 2,875,263
Female labor force participation: 16%

Middle East & North Africa
Lower middle income

Accessing institutions

Do men and women have equal capacity by law? No

Do married men and married women have equal capacity by law? No

Using property

Do men and women have equal ownership rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Do men and women have equal inheritance rights over movable and immovable property? No

Getting a job

Working hours and industry restrictions

Can women work the same night hours as men? No

Can women work in all industries? No

Can pregnant and nursing mothers work the same hours and in the same industries as men and other women? No

Parental benefits—maternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid maternity leave for women employees? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 70

What percentage of wages is paid during maternity leave? 100%

Who pays maternity leave benefits? Employer

What is the mandatory minimum length of unpaid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 365

Parental benefits—paternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid paternity leave? No

What is the mandatory minimum length of paternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

If paternity leave is paid, who pays the benefits? N/A

Retirement age

What is the statutory retirement age for men in the private sector? 60

What is the statutory retirement age for women in the private sector? 55

What is the minimum pensionable age for men? 60

What is the minimum pensionable age for women? 55

In the private sector, is it mandatory to retire at the statutory retirement age? No

Dealing with taxes

Direct differentiation

Is joint filing allowed? Yes

Do men and women face the same personal income tax liability? Yes

What is a woman’s tax liability as percentage of a man’s? 100%

Indirect differentiation

Does single wage earner family face the same tax liability as a double wage earner family where both spouses contribute 
equally to the income?

No

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 1)? 

154%

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 2)? 

204%

Building credit

What is the minimum loan amount covered in the private credit bureau or public credit registry (as % of income per capita)? 1192%

Are Microfinance Institutions providers of information to private credit bureaus or public credit registries? Yes

Going to court

Is there a small claims court or fast track procedure for small claims? No

If so, what is the maximum amount for a small claim (as % of income per capita)? N/A



1 0 8 W O M E N ,  B U S I N E S S  A N D  T H E  L A W  2 0 1 0

kAzAkhstAn Female population: 8,203,258
Female labor force participation: 73%

Eastern Europe & Central Asia
Upper middle income

Accessing institutions

Do men and women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Do married men and married women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Using property

Do men and women have equal ownership rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Do men and women have equal inheritance rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Getting a job

Working hours and industry restrictions

Can women work the same night hours as men? Yes

Can women work in all industries? Yes

Can pregnant and nursing mothers work the same hours and in the same industries as men and other women? Yes

Parental benefits—maternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid maternity leave for women employees? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 126

What percentage of wages is paid during maternity leave? 100%

Who pays maternity leave benefits? Employer

What is the mandatory minimum length of unpaid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

Parental benefits—paternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid paternity leave? No

What is the mandatory minimum length of paternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

If paternity leave is paid, who pays the benefits? N/A

Retirement age

What is the statutory retirement age for men in the private sector? 63

What is the statutory retirement age for women in the private sector? 58

What is the minimum pensionable age for men? 63

What is the minimum pensionable age for women? 58

In the private sector, is it mandatory to retire at the statutory retirement age? No

Dealing with taxes

Direct differentiation

Is joint filing allowed? No

Do men and women face the same personal income tax liability? Yes

What is a woman’s tax liability as percentage of a man’s? 100%

Indirect differentiation

Does single wage earner family face the same tax liability as a double wage earner family where both spouses contribute 
equally to the income?

No

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 1)? 

113%

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 2)? 

109%

Building credit

What is the minimum loan amount covered in the private credit bureau or public credit registry (as % of income per capita)? 0%

Are Microfinance Institutions providers of information to private credit bureaus or public credit registries? Yes

Going to court

Is there a small claims court or fast track procedure for small claims? No

If so, what is the maximum amount for a small claim (as % of income per capita)? N/A



1 0 9W O M E N ,  B U S I N E S S  A N D  T H E  L A W  2 0 1 0

kenyA Female population: 19,277,495
Female labor force participation: 76%

Sub-Saharan Africa
Low income

Accessing institutions

Do men and women have equal capacity by law? No

Do married men and married women have equal capacity by law? No

Using property

Do men and women have equal ownership rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Do men and women have equal inheritance rights over movable and immovable property? No

Getting a job

Working hours and industry restrictions

Can women work the same night hours as men? Yes

Can women work in all industries? No

Can pregnant and nursing mothers work the same hours and in the same industries as men and other women? Yes

Parental benefits—maternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid maternity leave for women employees? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 90

What percentage of wages is paid during maternity leave? 100%

Who pays maternity leave benefits? Employer

What is the mandatory minimum length of unpaid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

Parental benefits—paternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid paternity leave? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paternity leave (in calendar days)? 14

If paternity leave is paid, who pays the benefits? Yes, employer 

Retirement age

What is the statutory retirement age for men in the private sector? 55

What is the statutory retirement age for women in the private sector? 55

What is the minimum pensionable age for men? 55

What is the minimum pensionable age for women? 55

In the private sector, is it mandatory to retire at the statutory retirement age? Yes

Dealing with taxes

Direct differentiation

Is joint filing allowed? Yes

Do men and women face the same personal income tax liability? Yes

What is a woman’s tax liability as percentage of a man’s? 100%

Indirect differentiation

Does single wage earner family face the same tax liability as a double wage earner family where both spouses contribute 
equally to the income?

No

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 1)? 

No tax liability

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 2)? 

149%

Building credit

What is the minimum loan amount covered in the private credit bureau or public credit registry (as % of income per capita)? 0%

Are Microfinance Institutions providers of information to private credit bureaus or public credit registries? No

Going to court

Is there a small claims court or fast track procedure for small claims? No

If so, what is the maximum amount for a small claim (as % of income per capita)? N/A



1 1 0 W O M E N ,  B U S I N E S S  A N D  T H E  L A W  2 0 1 0

koreA, rep. Female population: 24,541,905
Female labor force participation: 54%

OECD  High income
High income

Accessing institutions

Do men and women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Do married men and married women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Using property

Do men and women have equal ownership rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Do men and women have equal inheritance rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Getting a job

Working hours and industry restrictions

Can women work the same night hours as men? Yes

Can women work in all industries? Yes

Can pregnant and nursing mothers work the same hours and in the same industries as men and other women? No

Parental benefits—maternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid maternity leave for women employees? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 60

What percentage of wages is paid during maternity leave? 100%

Who pays maternity leave benefits? Employer and government

What is the mandatory minimum length of unpaid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 30

Parental benefits—paternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid paternity leave? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paternity leave (in calendar days)? 365

If paternity leave is paid, who pays the benefits? Yes, government

Retirement age

What is the statutory retirement age for men in the private sector? 60

What is the statutory retirement age for women in the private sector? 60

What is the minimum pensionable age for men? 55

What is the minimum pensionable age for women? 55

In the private sector, is it mandatory to retire at the statutory retirement age? Yes

Dealing with taxes

Direct differentiation

Is joint filing allowed? No

Do men and women face the same personal income tax liability? No

What is a woman’s tax liability as percentage of a man’s? 98%

Indirect differentiation

Does single wage earner family face the same tax liability as a double wage earner family where both spouses contribute 
equally to the income?

Yes

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 1)? 

100%

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 2)? 

100%

Building credit

What is the minimum loan amount covered in the private credit bureau or public credit registry (as % of income per capita)? 0%

Are Microfinance Institutions providers of information to private credit bureaus or public credit registries? N/A

Going to court

Is there a small claims court or fast track procedure for small claims? Yes

If so, what is the maximum amount for a small claim (as % of income per capita)? 94%



1 1 1W O M E N ,  B U S I N E S S  A N D  T H E  L A W  2 0 1 0

kuwAit Female population: 1,098,578
Female labor force participation: 44%

Middle East & North Africa
High income

Accessing institutions

Do men and women have equal capacity by law? No

Do married men and married women have equal capacity by law? No

Using property

Do men and women have equal ownership rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Do men and women have equal inheritance rights over movable and immovable property? No

Getting a job

Working hours and industry restrictions

Can women work the same night hours as men? No

Can women work in all industries? No

Can pregnant and nursing mothers work the same hours and in the same industries as men and other women? Yes

Parental benefits—maternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid maternity leave for women employees? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 70

What percentage of wages is paid during maternity leave? 100%

Who pays maternity leave benefits? Employer

What is the mandatory minimum length of unpaid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 180

Parental benefits—paternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid paternity leave? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paternity leave (in calendar days)? 180

If paternity leave is paid, who pays the benefits? No

Retirement age

What is the statutory retirement age for men in the private sector? 60

What is the statutory retirement age for women in the private sector? 60

What is the minimum pensionable age for men? 60

What is the minimum pensionable age for women? 60

In the private sector, is it mandatory to retire at the statutory retirement age? Yes

Dealing with taxes

Direct differentiation

Is joint filing allowed? N/A

Do men and women face the same personal income tax liability? Yes

What is a woman’s tax liability as percentage of a man’s? 100%

Indirect differentiation

Does single wage earner family face the same tax liability as a double wage earner family where both spouses contribute 
equally to the income?

Yes

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 1)? 

100%

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 2)? 

100%

Building credit

What is the minimum loan amount covered in the private credit bureau or public credit registry (as % of income per capita)? 0%

Are Microfinance Institutions providers of information to private credit bureaus or public credit registries? N/A

Going to court

Is there a small claims court or fast track procedure for small claims? No

If so, what is the maximum amount for a small claim (as % of income per capita)? N/A



1 1 2 W O M E N ,  B U S I N E S S  A N D  T H E  L A W  2 0 1 0

kyrgyz republiC Female population: 2,674,129
Female labor force participation: 58%

Eastern Europe & Central Asia
Low income

Accessing institutions

Do men and women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Do married men and married women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Using property

Do men and women have equal ownership rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Do men and women have equal inheritance rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Getting a job

Working hours and industry restrictions

Can women work the same night hours as men? Yes

Can women work in all industries? Yes

Can pregnant and nursing mothers work the same hours and in the same industries as men and other women? No

Parental benefits—maternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid maternity leave for women employees? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 126

What percentage of wages is paid during maternity leave? 100%

Who pays maternity leave benefits? Government

What is the mandatory minimum length of unpaid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 1095

Parental benefits—paternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid paternity leave? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paternity leave (in calendar days)? 1095

If paternity leave is paid, who pays the benefits? No

Retirement age

What is the statutory retirement age for men in the private sector? 63

What is the statutory retirement age for women in the private sector? 58

What is the minimum pensionable age for men? 63

What is the minimum pensionable age for women? 58

In the private sector, is it mandatory to retire at the statutory retirement age? No

Dealing with taxes

Direct differentiation

Is joint filing allowed? No

Do men and women face the same personal income tax liability? Yes

What is a woman’s tax liability as percentage of a man’s? 100%

Indirect differentiation

Does single wage earner family face the same tax liability as a double wage earner family where both spouses contribute 
equally to the income?

No

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 1)? 

108%

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 2)? 

106%

Building credit

What is the minimum loan amount covered in the private credit bureau or public credit registry (as % of income per capita)? 0%

Are Microfinance Institutions providers of information to private credit bureaus or public credit registries? Yes

Going to court

Is there a small claims court or fast track procedure for small claims? No

If so, what is the maximum amount for a small claim (as % of income per capita)? N/A



1 1 3W O M E N ,  B U S I N E S S  A N D  T H E  L A W  2 0 1 0

lAo pdr Female population: 3,111,591
Female labor force participation: 83%

East Asia & Pacific
Low income

Accessing institutions

Do men and women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Do married men and married women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Using property

Do men and women have equal ownership rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Do men and women have equal inheritance rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Getting a job

Working hours and industry restrictions

Can women work the same night hours as men? Yes

Can women work in all industries? Yes

Can pregnant and nursing mothers work the same hours and in the same industries as men and other women? No

Parental benefits—maternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid maternity leave for women employees? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 90

What percentage of wages is paid during maternity leave? 70%

Who pays maternity leave benefits? Employer and government

What is the mandatory minimum length of unpaid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

Parental benefits—paternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid paternity leave? No

What is the mandatory minimum length of paternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

If paternity leave is paid, who pays the benefits? N/A

Retirement age

What is the statutory retirement age for men in the private sector? 60

What is the statutory retirement age for women in the private sector? 60

What is the minimum pensionable age for men? 55

What is the minimum pensionable age for women? 55

In the private sector, is it mandatory to retire at the statutory retirement age? No

Dealing with taxes

Direct differentiation

Is joint filing allowed? Yes

Do men and women face the same personal income tax liability? Yes

What is a woman’s tax liability as percentage of a man’s? 100%

Indirect differentiation

Does single wage earner family face the same tax liability as a double wage earner family where both spouses contribute 
equally to the income?

No

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 1)? 

202%

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 2)? 

179%

Building credit

What is the minimum loan amount covered in the private credit bureau or public credit registry (as % of income per capita)? N/A

Are Microfinance Institutions providers of information to private credit bureaus or public credit registries? No

Going to court

Is there a small claims court or fast track procedure for small claims? No

If so, what is the maximum amount for a small claim (as % of income per capita)? N/A



1 1 4 W O M E N ,  B U S I N E S S  A N D  T H E  L A W  2 0 1 0

lAtViA Female population: 1,222,168
Female labor force participation: 67%

Eastern Europe & Central Asia
Upper middle income

Accessing institutions

Do men and women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Do married men and married women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Using property

Do men and women have equal ownership rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Do men and women have equal inheritance rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Getting a job

Working hours and industry restrictions

Can women work the same night hours as men? Yes

Can women work in all industries? Yes

Can pregnant and nursing mothers work the same hours and in the same industries as men and other women? Yes

Parental benefits—maternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid maternity leave for women employees? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 112

What percentage of wages is paid during maternity leave? 100%

Who pays maternity leave benefits? Government

What is the mandatory minimum length of unpaid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 547.5

Parental benefits—paternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid paternity leave? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paternity leave (in calendar days)? 10

If paternity leave is paid, who pays the benefits? Yes, government

Retirement age

What is the statutory retirement age for men in the private sector? 62

What is the statutory retirement age for women in the private sector? 61.5

What is the minimum pensionable age for men? 62

What is the minimum pensionable age for women? 61.5

In the private sector, is it mandatory to retire at the statutory retirement age? No

Dealing with taxes

Direct differentiation

Is joint filing allowed? No

Do men and women face the same personal income tax liability? Yes

What is a woman’s tax liability as percentage of a man’s? 100%

Indirect differentiation

Does single wage earner family face the same tax liability as a double wage earner family where both spouses contribute 
equally to the income?

No

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 1)? 

115%

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 2)? 

107%

Building credit

What is the minimum loan amount covered in the private credit bureau or public credit registry (as % of income per capita)? 0%

Are Microfinance Institutions providers of information to private credit bureaus or public credit registries? No

Going to court

Is there a small claims court or fast track procedure for small claims? No

If so, what is the maximum amount for a small claim (as % of income per capita)? N/A



1 1 5W O M E N ,  B U S I N E S S  A N D  T H E  L A W  2 0 1 0

lebAnon Female population: 2,112,130
Female labor force participation:  27%

Middle East & North Africa
Upper middle income

Accessing institutions

Do men and women have equal capacity by law? No

Do married men and married women have equal capacity by law? No

Using property

Do men and women have equal ownership rights over movable and immovable property? Yes 

Do men and women have equal inheritance rights over movable and immovable property? No

Getting a job

Working hours and industry restrictions

Can women work the same night hours as men? Yes

Can women work in all industries? No

Can pregnant and nursing mothers work the same hours and in the same industries as men and other women? Yes

Parental benefits—maternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid maternity leave for women employees? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 49

What percentage of wages is paid during maternity leave? 100%

Who pays maternity leave benefits? Employer and government

What is the mandatory minimum length of unpaid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

Parental benefits—paternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid paternity leave? No

What is the mandatory minimum length of paternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

If paternity leave is paid, who pays the benefits? N/A

Retirement age

What is the statutory retirement age for men in the private sector? 64

What is the statutory retirement age for women in the private sector? 60

What is the minimum pensionable age for men? 64

What is the minimum pensionable age for women? 60

In the private sector, is it mandatory to retire at the statutory retirement age? No

Dealing with taxes

Direct differentiation

Is joint filing allowed? No

Do men and women face the same personal income tax liability? No

What is a woman’s tax liability as percentage of a man’s? 147%

Indirect differentiation

Does single wage earner family face the same tax liability as a double wage earner family where both spouses contribute 
equally to the income?

No

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 1)? 

184%

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 2)? 

151%

Building credit

What is the minimum loan amount covered in the private credit bureau or public credit registry (as % of income per capita)? 82%

Are Microfinance Institutions providers of information to private credit bureaus or public credit registries? Yes

Going to court

Is there a small claims court or fast track procedure for small claims? No

If so, what is the maximum amount for a small claim (as % of income per capita)? N/A



1 1 6 W O M E N ,  B U S I N E S S  A N D  T H E  L A W  2 0 1 0

lesotho Female population: 1,066,197
Female labor force participation: 69%

Sub-Saharan Africa
Lower middle income

Accessing institutions

Do men and women have equal capacity by law? No

Do married men and married women have equal capacity by law? No

Using property

Do men and women have equal ownership rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Do men and women have equal inheritance rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Getting a job

Working hours and industry restrictions

Can women work the same night hours as men? Yes

Can women work in all industries? No

Can pregnant and nursing mothers work the same hours and in the same industries as men and other women? Yes

Parental benefits—maternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid maternity leave for women employees? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 84

What percentage of wages is paid during maternity leave? 0%

Who pays maternity leave benefits? N/A

What is the mandatory minimum length of unpaid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 84

Parental benefits—paternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid paternity leave? No

What is the mandatory minimum length of paternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

If paternity leave is paid, who pays the benefits? N/A

Retirement age

What is the statutory retirement age for men in the private sector? -

What is the statutory retirement age for women in the private sector? -

What is the minimum pensionable age for men? 70

What is the minimum pensionable age for women? 70

In the private sector, is it mandatory to retire at the statutory retirement age? No

Dealing with taxes

Direct differentiation

Is joint filing allowed? No

Do men and women face the same personal income tax liability? Yes

What is a woman’s tax liability as percentage of a man’s? 100%

Indirect differentiation

Does single wage earner family face the same tax liability as a double wage earner family where both spouses contribute 
equally to the income?

No

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 1)? 

184%

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 2)? 

134%

Building credit

What is the minimum loan amount covered in the private credit bureau or public credit registry (as % of income per capita)? N/A

Are Microfinance Institutions providers of information to private credit bureaus or public credit registries? No

Going to court

Is there a small claims court or fast track procedure for small claims? No

If so, what is the maximum amount for a small claim (as % of income per capita)? N/A



1 1 7W O M E N ,  B U S I N E S S  A N D  T H E  L A W  2 0 1 0

lithuAniA Female population: 1,788,582
Female labor force participation: 65%

Eastern Europe & Central Asia
Upper middle income

Accessing institutions

Do men and women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Do married men and married women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Using property

Do men and women have equal ownership rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Do men and women have equal inheritance rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Getting a job

Working hours and industry restrictions

Can women work the same night hours as men? Yes

Can women work in all industries? Yes

Can pregnant and nursing mothers work the same hours and in the same industries as men and other women? Yes

Parental benefits—maternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid maternity leave for women employees? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 126

What percentage of wages is paid during maternity leave? 100%

Who pays maternity leave benefits? Government

What is the mandatory minimum length of unpaid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 1095

Parental benefits—paternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid paternity leave? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paternity leave (in calendar days)? 30

If paternity leave is paid, who pays the benefits? Yes, government

Retirement age

What is the statutory retirement age for men in the private sector? 62.5

What is the statutory retirement age for women in the private sector? 60

What is the minimum pensionable age for men? 57.5

What is the minimum pensionable age for women? 55

In the private sector, is it mandatory to retire at the statutory retirement age? No

Dealing with taxes

Direct differentiation

Is joint filing allowed? No

Do men and women face the same personal income tax liability? Yes

What is a woman’s tax liability as percentage of a man’s? 100%

Indirect differentiation

Does single wage earner family face the same tax liability as a double wage earner family where both spouses contribute 
equally to the income?

No

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 1)? 

103%

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 2)? 

102%

Building credit

What is the minimum loan amount covered in the private credit bureau or public credit registry (as % of income per capita)? 0%

Are Microfinance Institutions providers of information to private credit bureaus or public credit registries? Yes

Going to court

Is there a small claims court or fast track procedure for small claims? No

If so, what is the maximum amount for a small claim (as % of income per capita)? N/A



1 1 8 W O M E N ,  B U S I N E S S  A N D  T H E  L A W  2 0 1 0

mAdAgAsCAr Female population: 9,595,242
Female labor force participation: 84%

Sub-Saharan Africa
Low income

Accessing institutions

Do men and women have equal capacity by law? No

Do married men and married women have equal capacity by law? No

Using property

Do men and women have equal ownership rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Do men and women have equal inheritance rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Getting a job

Working hours and industry restrictions

Can women work the same night hours as men? No

Can women work in all industries? Yes

Can pregnant and nursing mothers work the same hours and in the same industries as men and other women? No

Parental benefits—maternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid maternity leave for women employees? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 98

What percentage of wages is paid during maternity leave? 100%

Who pays maternity leave benefits? Employer and government

What is the mandatory minimum length of unpaid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

Parental benefits—paternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid paternity leave? No

What is the mandatory minimum length of paternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

If paternity leave is paid, who pays the benefits? N/A

Retirement age

What is the statutory retirement age for men in the private sector? 60

What is the statutory retirement age for women in the private sector? 55

What is the minimum pensionable age for men? 60

What is the minimum pensionable age for women? 55

In the private sector, is it mandatory to retire at the statutory retirement age? No

Dealing with taxes

Direct differentiation

Is joint filing allowed? No

Do men and women face the same personal income tax liability? Yes

What is a woman’s tax liability as percentage of a man’s? 100%

Indirect differentiation

Does single wage earner family face the same tax liability as a double wage earner family where both spouses contribute 
equally to the income?

No

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 1)? 

458%

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 2)? 

167%

Building credit

What is the minimum loan amount covered in the private credit bureau or public credit registry (as % of income per capita)? 1195%

Are Microfinance Institutions providers of information to private credit bureaus or public credit registries? No

Going to court

Is there a small claims court or fast track procedure for small claims? No

If so, what is the maximum amount for a small claim (as % of income per capita)? N/A



1 1 9W O M E N ,  B U S I N E S S  A N D  T H E  L A W  2 0 1 0

mAlAwi Female population: 7,187,222
Female labor force participation: 76%

Sub-Saharan Africa
Low income

Accessing institutions

Do men and women have equal capacity by law? No

Do married men and married women have equal capacity by law? No

Using property

Do men and women have equal ownership rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Do men and women have equal inheritance rights over movable and immovable property? No

Getting a job

Working hours and industry restrictions

Can women work the same night hours as men? Yes

Can women work in all industries? Yes

Can pregnant and nursing mothers work the same hours and in the same industries as men and other women? Yes

Parental benefits—maternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid maternity leave for women employees? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 56

What percentage of wages is paid during maternity leave? 100%

Who pays maternity leave benefits? Employer

What is the mandatory minimum length of unpaid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

Parental benefits—paternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid paternity leave? No

What is the mandatory minimum length of paternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

If paternity leave is paid, who pays the benefits? N/A

Retirement age

What is the statutory retirement age for men in the private sector? ..

What is the statutory retirement age for women in the private sector? ..

What is the minimum pensionable age for men? ..

What is the minimum pensionable age for women? ..

In the private sector, is it mandatory to retire at the statutory retirement age? No

Dealing with taxes

Direct differentiation

Is joint filing allowed? No

Do men and women face the same personal income tax liability? Yes

What is a woman’s tax liability as percentage of a man’s? 100%

Indirect differentiation

Does single wage earner family face the same tax liability as a double wage earner family where both spouses contribute 
equally to the income?

No

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 1)? 

No tax liability

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 2)? 

300%

Building credit

What is the minimum loan amount covered in the private credit bureau or public credit registry (as % of income per capita)? N/A

Are Microfinance Institutions providers of information to private credit bureaus or public credit registries? No

Going to court

Is there a small claims court or fast track procedure for small claims? No

If so, what is the maximum amount for a small claim (as % of income per capita)? N/A



1 2 0 W O M E N ,  B U S I N E S S  A N D  T H E  L A W  2 0 1 0

mAlAysiA Female population: 13,284,173
Female labor force participation: 47%

East Asia & Pacific
Upper middle income

Accessing institutions

Do men and women have equal capacity by law? No

Do married men and married women have equal capacity by law? No

Using property

Do men and women have equal ownership rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Do men and women have equal inheritance rights over movable and immovable property? No

Getting a job

Working hours and industry restrictions

Can women work the same night hours as men? Yes

Can women work in all industries? No

Can pregnant and nursing mothers work the same hours and in the same industries as men and other women? Yes

Parental benefits—maternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid maternity leave for women employees? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 60

What percentage of wages is paid during maternity leave? 100%

Who pays maternity leave benefits? Employer

What is the mandatory minimum length of unpaid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

Parental benefits—paternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid paternity leave? No

What is the mandatory minimum length of paternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

If paternity leave is paid, who pays the benefits? N/A

Retirement age

What is the statutory retirement age for men in the private sector? 55

What is the statutory retirement age for women in the private sector? 50

What is the minimum pensionable age for men? 55

What is the minimum pensionable age for women? 50

In the private sector, is it mandatory to retire at the statutory retirement age? No

Dealing with taxes

Direct differentiation

Is joint filing allowed? Yes

Do men and women face the same personal income tax liability? Yes

What is a woman’s tax liability as percentage of a man’s? 100%

Indirect differentiation

Does single wage earner family face the same tax liability as a double wage earner family where both spouses contribute 
equally to the income?

No

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 1)? 

255%

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 2)? 

122%

Building credit

What is the minimum loan amount covered in the private credit bureau or public credit registry (as % of income per capita)? 0%

Are Microfinance Institutions providers of information to private credit bureaus or public credit registries? Yes

Going to court

Is there a small claims court or fast track procedure for small claims? Yes

If so, what is the maximum amount for a small claim (as % of income per capita)? 19%



1 2 1W O M E N ,  B U S I N E S S  A N D  T H E  L A W  2 0 1 0

mAli Female population: 6,435,363
Female labor force participation: 38%

Sub-Saharan Africa
Low income

Accessing institutions

Do men and women have equal capacity by law? No

Do married men and married women have equal capacity by law? No

Using property

Do men and women have equal ownership rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Do men and women have equal inheritance rights over movable and immovable property? No

Getting a job

Working hours and industry restrictions

Can women work the same night hours as men? No

Can women work in all industries? No

Can pregnant and nursing mothers work the same hours and in the same industries as men and other women? No

Parental benefits—maternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid maternity leave for women employees? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 98

What percentage of wages is paid during maternity leave? 100%

Who pays maternity leave benefits? Government

What is the mandatory minimum length of unpaid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

Parental benefits—paternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid paternity leave? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paternity leave (in calendar days)? 3

If paternity leave is paid, who pays the benefits? Yes, employer

Retirement age

What is the statutory retirement age for men in the private sector? 58

What is the statutory retirement age for women in the private sector? 58

What is the minimum pensionable age for men? 53

What is the minimum pensionable age for women? 53

In the private sector, is it mandatory to retire at the statutory retirement age? No

Dealing with taxes

Direct differentiation

Is joint filing allowed? No

Do men and women face the same personal income tax liability? Yes

What is a woman’s tax liability as percentage of a man’s? 100%

Indirect differentiation

Does single wage earner family face the same tax liability as a double wage earner family where both spouses contribute 
equally to the income?

No

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 1)? 

600%

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 2)? 

154%

Building credit

What is the minimum loan amount covered in the private credit bureau or public credit registry (as % of income per capita)? 1673%

Are Microfinance Institutions providers of information to private credit bureaus or public credit registries? No

Going to court

Is there a small claims court or fast track procedure for small claims? No

If so, what is the maximum amount for a small claim (as % of income per capita)? N/A



1 2 2 W O M E N ,  B U S I N E S S  A N D  T H E  L A W  2 0 1 0

mAuritAniA Female population: 1,577,989
Female labor force participation: 63%

Sub-Saharan Africa
Low income

Accessing institutions

Do men and women have equal capacity by law? No

Do married men and married women have equal capacity by law? No

Using property

Do men and women have equal ownership rights over movable and immovable property? No

Do men and women have equal inheritance rights over movable and immovable property? No

Getting a job

Working hours and industry restrictions

Can women work the same night hours as men? No

Can women work in all industries? No

Can pregnant and nursing mothers work the same hours and in the same industries as men and other women? No

Parental benefits—maternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid maternity leave for women employees? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 98

What percentage of wages is paid during maternity leave? 100%

Who pays maternity leave benefits? Government

What is the mandatory minimum length of unpaid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

Parental benefits—paternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid paternity leave? No

What is the mandatory minimum length of paternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

If paternity leave is paid, who pays the benefits? N/A

Retirement age

What is the statutory retirement age for men in the private sector? 60

What is the statutory retirement age for women in the private sector? 55

What is the minimum pensionable age for men? 60

What is the minimum pensionable age for women? 55

In the private sector, is it mandatory to retire at the statutory retirement age?  No

Dealing with taxes

Direct differentiation

Is joint filing allowed? No

Do men and women face the same personal income tax liability? Yes

What is a woman’s tax liability as percentage of a man’s? 100%

Indirect differentiation

Does single wage earner family face the same tax liability as a double wage earner family where both spouses contribute 
equally to the income?

Yes

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 1)? 

100%

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 2)? 

200%

Building credit

What is the minimum loan amount covered in the private credit bureau or public credit registry (as % of income per capita)? 451%

Are Microfinance Institutions providers of information to private credit bureaus or public credit registries? No

Going to court

Is there a small claims court or fast track procedure for small claims? No

If so, what is the maximum amount for a small claim (as % of income per capita)? N/A



1 2 3W O M E N ,  B U S I N E S S  A N D  T H E  L A W  2 0 1 0

mexiCo Female population: 53,959,411
Female labor force participation: 44%

Latin America & Caribbean
Upper middle income

Accessing institutions

Do men and women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Do married men and married women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Using property

Do men and women have equal ownership rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Do men and women have equal inheritance rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Getting a job

Working hours and industry restrictions

Can women work the same night hours as men? Yes

Can women work in all industries? Yes

Can pregnant and nursing mothers work the same hours and in the same industries as men and other women? No

Parental benefits—maternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid maternity leave for women employees? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 84

What percentage of wages is paid during maternity leave? 100%

Who pays maternity leave benefits? Government

What is the mandatory minimum length of unpaid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

Parental benefits—paternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid paternity leave? No

What is the mandatory minimum length of paternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

If paternity leave is paid, who pays the benefits? N/A

Retirement age

What is the statutory retirement age for men in the private sector? 65

What is the statutory retirement age for women in the private sector? 65

What is the minimum pensionable age for men? 60

What is the minimum pensionable age for women? 60

In the private sector, is it mandatory to retire at the statutory retirement age? No

Dealing with taxes

Direct differentiation

Is joint filing allowed? Yes

Do men and women face the same personal income tax liability? Yes

What is a woman’s tax liability as percentage of a man’s? 100%

Indirect differentiation

Does single wage earner family face the same tax liability as a double wage earner family where both spouses contribute 
equally to the income?

No

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 1)? 

112%

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 2)? 

112%

Building credit

What is the minimum loan amount covered in the private credit bureau or public credit registry (as % of income per capita)? 0%

Are Microfinance Institutions providers of information to private credit bureaus or public credit registries? Yes

Going to court

Is there a small claims court or fast track procedure for small claims? No

If so, what is the maximum amount for a small claim (as % of income per capita)? N/A



1 2 4 W O M E N ,  B U S I N E S S  A N D  T H E  L A W  2 0 1 0

moldoVA Female population: 1,907,119
Female labor force participation: 51%

Eastern Europe & Central Asia
Lower middle income

Accessing institutions

Do men and women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Do married men and married women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Using property

Do men and women have equal ownership rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Do men and women have equal inheritance rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Getting a job

Working hours and industry restrictions

Can women work the same night hours as men? Yes

Can women work in all industries? Yes

Can pregnant and nursing mothers work the same hours and in the same industries as men and other women? No

Parental benefits—maternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid maternity leave for women employees? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 126

What percentage of wages is paid during maternity leave? 60%-100%

Who pays maternity leave benefits? Employer and government

What is the mandatory minimum length of unpaid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 1095

Parental benefits—paternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid paternity leave? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paternity leave (in calendar days)? 1095

If paternity leave is paid, who pays the benefits? Yes, employer and government

Retirement age

What is the statutory retirement age for men in the private sector? 62

What is the statutory retirement age for women in the private sector? 57

What is the minimum pensionable age for men? 62

What is the minimum pensionable age for women? 57

In the private sector, is it mandatory to retire at the statutory retirement age? No

Dealing with taxes

Direct differentiation

Is joint filing allowed? No

Do men and women face the same personal income tax liability? Yes

What is a woman’s tax liability as percentage of a man’s? 100%

Indirect differentiation

Does single wage earner family face the same tax liability as a double wage earner family where both spouses contribute 
equally to the income?

No

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 1)? 

226%

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 2)? 

201%

Building credit

What is the minimum loan amount covered in the private credit bureau or public credit registry (as % of income per capita)? N/A

Are Microfinance Institutions providers of information to private credit bureaus or public credit registries? No

Going to court

Is there a small claims court or fast track procedure for small claims? No

If so, what is the maximum amount for a small claim (as % of income per capita)? N/A



1 2 5W O M E N ,  B U S I N E S S  A N D  T H E  L A W  2 0 1 0

mongoliA Female population: 1,330,073
Female labor force participation: 60%

East Asia & Pacific 
Lower middle income

Accessing institutions

Do men and women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Do married men and married women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Using property

Do men and women have equal ownership rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Do men and women have equal inheritance rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Getting a job

Working hours and industry restrictions

Can women work the same night hours as men? Yes

Can women work in all industries? No

Can pregnant and nursing mothers work the same hours and in the same industries as men and other women? No

Parental benefits—maternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid maternity leave for women employees? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 120

What percentage of wages is paid during maternity leave? 70% + fixed allowance

Who pays maternity leave benefits? Government

What is the mandatory minimum length of unpaid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

Parental benefits—paternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid paternity leave? No

What is the mandatory minimum length of paternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

If paternity leave is paid, who pays the benefits? N/A

Retirement age

What is the statutory retirement age for men in the private sector? 60

What is the statutory retirement age for women in the private sector? 55

What is the minimum pensionable age for men? 60

What is the minimum pensionable age for women? 55

In the private sector, is it mandatory to retire at the statutory retirement age? No

Dealing with taxes

Direct differentiation

Is joint filing allowed? -

Do men and women face the same personal income tax liability? -

What is a woman’s tax liability as percentage of a man’s? -

Indirect differentiation

Does single wage earner family face the same tax liability as a double wage earner family where both spouses contribute 
equally to the income?

-

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 1)? 

-

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 2)? 

-

Building credit

What is the minimum loan amount covered in the private credit bureau or public credit registry (as % of income per capita)? 44%

Are Microfinance Institutions providers of information to private credit bureaus or public credit registries? Yes

Going to court

Is there a small claims court or fast track procedure for small claims? No

If so, what is the maximum amount for a small claim (as % of income per capita)? N/A



1 2 6 W O M E N ,  B U S I N E S S  A N D  T H E  L A W  2 0 1 0

montenegro Female population: 316,825
Female labor force participation: ..

Eastern Europe & Central Asia
Upper middle income

Accessing institutions

Do men and women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Do married men and married women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Using property

Do men and women have equal ownership rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Do men and women have equal inheritance rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Getting a job

Working hours and industry restrictions

Can women work the same night hours as men? No

Can women work in all industries? No

Can pregnant and nursing mothers work the same hours and in the same industries as men and other women? No

Parental benefits—maternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid maternity leave for women employees? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 365

What percentage of wages is paid during maternity leave? 100%

Who pays maternity leave benefits? Employer and government

What is the mandatory minimum length of unpaid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 1095

Parental benefits—paternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid paternity leave? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paternity leave (in calendar days)? 1095

If paternity leave is paid, who pays the benefits? No

Retirement age

What is the statutory retirement age for men in the private sector? 65

What is the statutory retirement age for women in the private sector? 60

What is the minimum pensionable age for men? 65

What is the minimum pensionable age for women? 60

In the private sector, is it mandatory to retire at the statutory retirement age? -

Dealing with taxes

Direct differentiation

Is joint filing allowed? No

Do men and women face the same personal income tax liability? Yes

What is a woman’s tax liability as percentage of a man’s? 100%

Indirect differentiation

Does single wage earner family face the same tax liability as a double wage earner family where both spouses contribute 
equally to the income?

No

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 1)? 

105%

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 2)? 

104%

Building credit

What is the minimum loan amount covered in the private credit bureau or public credit registry (as % of income per capita)? 0%

Are Microfinance Institutions providers of information to private credit bureaus or public credit registries? Yes

Going to court

Is there a small claims court or fast track procedure for small claims? Yes

If so, what is the maximum amount for a small claim (as % of income per capita)? 9%



1 2 7W O M E N ,  B U S I N E S S  A N D  T H E  L A W  2 0 1 0

moroCCo Female population: 15,885,711
Female labor force participation: 27%

Middle East & North Africa
Lower middle income

Accessing institutions

Do men and women have equal capacity by law? No

Do married men and married women have equal capacity by law? No

Using property

Do men and women have equal ownership rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Do men and women have equal inheritance rights over movable and immovable property? No

Getting a job

Working hours and industry restrictions

Can women work the same night hours as men? Yes

Can women work in all industries? No

Can pregnant and nursing mothers work the same hours and in the same industries as men and other women? Yes

Parental benefits—maternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid maternity leave for women employees? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 98

What percentage of wages is paid during maternity leave? 100%

Who pays maternity leave benefits? Government

What is the mandatory minimum length of unpaid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 365

Parental benefits—paternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid paternity leave? No

What is the mandatory minimum length of paternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

If paternity leave is paid, who pays the benefits? N/A

Retirement age

What is the statutory retirement age for men in the private sector? 60

What is the statutory retirement age for women in the private sector? 60

What is the minimum pensionable age for men? 60

What is the minimum pensionable age for women? 60

In the private sector, is it mandatory to retire at the statutory retirement age? Yes

Dealing with taxes

Direct differentiation

Is joint filing allowed? No

Do men and women face the same personal income tax liability? Yes

What is a woman’s tax liability as percentage of a man’s? 100%

Indirect differentiation

Does single wage earner family face the same tax liability as a double wage earner family where both spouses contribute 
equally to the income?

No

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 1)? 

244%

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 2)? 

159%

Building credit

What is the minimum loan amount covered in the private credit bureau or public credit registry (as % of income per capita)? 0%

Are Microfinance Institutions providers of information to private credit bureaus or public credit registries? Yes

Going to court

Is there a small claims court or fast track procedure for small claims? No

If so, what is the maximum amount for a small claim (as % of income per capita)? N/A



1 2 8 W O M E N ,  B U S I N E S S  A N D  T H E  L A W  2 0 1 0

nAmibiA Female population: 1,072,659
Female labor force participation: 50%

Sub-Saharan Africa
Upper middle income

Accessing institutions

Do men and women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Do married men and married women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Using property

Do men and women have equal ownership rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Do men and women have equal inheritance rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Getting a job

Working hours and industry restrictions

Can women work the same night hours as men? Yes

Can women work in all industries? Yes

Can pregnant and nursing mothers work the same hours and in the same industries as men and other women? No

Parental benefits—maternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid maternity leave for women employees? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 90

What percentage of wages is paid during maternity leave? 80%

Who pays maternity leave benefits? Government

What is the mandatory minimum length of unpaid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

Parental benefits—paternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid paternity leave? No

What is the mandatory minimum length of paternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

If paternity leave is paid, who pays the benefits? N/A

Retirement age

What is the statutory retirement age for men in the private sector? 60

What is the statutory retirement age for women in the private sector? 60

What is the minimum pensionable age for men? 60

What is the minimum pensionable age for women? 60

In the private sector, is it mandatory to retire at the statutory retirement age? No

Dealing with taxes

Direct differentiation

Is joint filing allowed? No

Do men and women face the same personal income tax liability? Yes

What is a woman’s tax liability as percentage of a man’s? 100%

Indirect differentiation

Does single wage earner family face the same tax liability as a double wage earner family where both spouses contribute 
equally to the income?

No

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 1)? 

206%

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 2)? 

149%

Building credit

What is the minimum loan amount covered in the private credit bureau or public credit registry (as % of income per capita)? 0%

Are Microfinance Institutions providers of information to private credit bureaus or public credit registries? Yes

Going to court

Is there a small claims court or fast track procedure for small claims? No

If so, what is the maximum amount for a small claim (as % of income per capita)? N/A



1 2 9W O M E N ,  B U S I N E S S  A N D  T H E  L A W  2 0 1 0

nepAl Female population: 14,383,451
Female labor force participation: 62%

South Asia
Low income

Accessing institutions

Do men and women have equal capacity by law? No

Do married men and married women have equal capacity by law? No

Using property

Do men and women have equal ownership rights over movable and immovable property? No 

Do men and women have equal inheritance rights over movable and immovable property? No 

Getting a job

Working hours and industry restrictions

Can women work the same night hours as men? No

Can women work in all industries? Yes

Can pregnant and nursing mothers work the same hours and in the same industries as men and other women? Yes

Parental benefits—maternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid maternity leave for women employees? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 52

What percentage of wages is paid during maternity leave? 100%

Who pays maternity leave benefits? Employer

What is the mandatory minimum length of unpaid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

Parental benefits—paternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid paternity leave? No

What is the mandatory minimum length of paternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

If paternity leave is paid, who pays the benefits? N/A

Retirement age

What is the statutory retirement age for men in the private sector? 55

What is the statutory retirement age for women in the private sector? 55

What is the minimum pensionable age for men? 55

What is the minimum pensionable age for women? 55

In the private sector, is it mandatory to retire at the statutory retirement age? No

Dealing with taxes

Direct differentiation

Is joint filing allowed? Yes

Do men and women face the same personal income tax liability? Yes

What is a woman’s tax liability as percentage of a man’s? 100%

Indirect differentiation

Does single wage earner family face the same tax liability as a double wage earner family where both spouses contribute 
equally to the income?

No

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 1)? 

No tax liability

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 2)? 

122%

Building credit

What is the minimum loan amount covered in the private credit bureau or public credit registry (as % of income per capita)? 8647%

Are Microfinance Institutions providers of information to private credit bureaus or public credit registries? No

Going to court

Is there a small claims court or fast track procedure for small claims? No

If so, what is the maximum amount for a small claim (as % of income per capita)? N/A



1 3 0 W O M E N ,  B U S I N E S S  A N D  T H E  L A W  2 0 1 0

netherlAnds Female population: 8,297,976
Female labor force participation: 70%

OECD  High income
High income

Accessing institutions

Do men and women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Do married men and married women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Using property

Do men and women have equal ownership rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Do men and women have equal inheritance rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Getting a job

Working hours and industry restrictions

Can women work the same night hours as men? Yes

Can women work in all industries? Yes

Can pregnant and nursing mothers work the same hours and in the same industries as men and other women? No

Parental benefits—maternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid maternity leave for women employees? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 112

What percentage of wages is paid during maternity leave? 100%

Who pays maternity leave benefits? Government

What is the mandatory minimum length of unpaid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 180

Parental benefits—paternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid paternity leave? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paternity leave (in calendar days)? 30

If paternity leave is paid, who pays the benefits? Yes, employer

Retirement age

What is the statutory retirement age for men in the private sector? 65

What is the statutory retirement age for women in the private sector? 65

What is the minimum pensionable age for men? 65

What is the minimum pensionable age for women? 65

In the private sector, is it mandatory to retire at the statutory retirement age? No

Dealing with taxes

Direct differentiation

Is joint filing allowed? No

Do men and women face the same personal income tax liability? Yes

What is a woman’s tax liability as percentage of a man’s? 100%

Indirect differentiation

Does single wage earner family face the same tax liability as a double wage earner family where both spouses contribute 
equally to the income?

No

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 1)? 

153%

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 2)? 

156%

Building credit

What is the minimum loan amount covered in the private credit bureau or public credit registry (as % of income per capita)? 1%

Are Microfinance Institutions providers of information to private credit bureaus or public credit registries? N/A

Going to court

Is there a small claims court or fast track procedure for small claims? Yes

If so, what is the maximum amount for a small claim (as % of income per capita)? 5%



1 3 1W O M E N ,  B U S I N E S S  A N D  T H E  L A W  2 0 1 0

new zeAlAnd Female population: 2,161,046
Female labor force participation: 71%

OECD  High income
High income

Accessing institutions

Do men and women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Do married men and married women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Using property

Do men and women have equal ownership rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Do men and women have equal inheritance rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Getting a job

Working hours and industry restrictions

Can women work the same night hours as men? Yes

Can women work in all industries? Yes

Can pregnant and nursing mothers work the same hours and in the same industries as men and other women? Yes

Parental benefits—maternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid maternity leave for women employees? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 98

What percentage of wages is paid during maternity leave? 100% or fixed allowance

Who pays maternity leave benefits? Government

What is the mandatory minimum length of unpaid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 364

Parental benefits—paternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid paternity leave? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paternity leave (in calendar days)? 7

If paternity leave is paid, who pays the benefits? No

Retirement age

What is the statutory retirement age for men in the private sector? 65

What is the statutory retirement age for women in the private sector? 65

What is the minimum pensionable age for men? 65

What is the minimum pensionable age for women? 65

In the private sector, is it mandatory to retire at the statutory retirement age? No

Dealing with taxes

Direct differentiation

Is joint filing allowed? No

Do men and women face the same personal income tax liability? Yes

What is a woman’s tax liability as percentage of a man’s? 100%

Indirect differentiation

Does single wage earner family face the same tax liability as a double wage earner family where both spouses contribute 
equally to the income?

No

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 1)? 

112%

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 2)? 

123%

Building credit

What is the minimum loan amount covered in the private credit bureau or public credit registry (as % of income per capita)? 0%

Are Microfinance Institutions providers of information to private credit bureaus or public credit registries? N/A

Going to court

Is there a small claims court or fast track procedure for small claims? Yes

If so, what is the maximum amount for a small claim (as % of income per capita)? 19%



1 3 2 W O M E N ,  B U S I N E S S  A N D  T H E  L A W  2 0 1 0

niCArAguA Female population: 2,864,644
Female labor force participation: 40%

Latin America & Caribbean
Lower middle income

Accessing institutions

Do men and women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Do married men and married women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Using property

Do men and women have equal ownership rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Do men and women have equal inheritance rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Getting a job

Working hours and industry restrictions

Can women work the same night hours as men? Yes

Can women work in all industries? Yes

Can pregnant and nursing mothers work the same hours and in the same industries as men and other women? No

Parental benefits—maternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid maternity leave for women employees? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 84

What percentage of wages is paid during maternity leave? 100%

Who pays maternity leave benefits? Employer

What is the mandatory minimum length of unpaid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

Parental benefits—paternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid paternity leave? No

What is the mandatory minimum length of paternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

If paternity leave is paid, who pays the benefits? N/A

Retirement age

What is the statutory retirement age for men in the private sector? 60

What is the statutory retirement age for women in the private sector? 60

What is the minimum pensionable age for men? 60

What is the minimum pensionable age for women? 60

In the private sector, is it mandatory to retire at the statutory retirement age?  No

Dealing with taxes

Direct differentiation

Is joint filing allowed? No

Do men and women face the same personal income tax liability? Yes

What is a woman’s tax liability as percentage of a man’s? 100%

Indirect differentiation

Does single wage earner family face the same tax liability as a double wage earner family where both spouses contribute 
equally to the income?

No

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 1)? 

No tax liability

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 2)? 

156%

Building credit

What is the minimum loan amount covered in the private credit bureau or public credit registry (as % of income per capita)? 0%

Are Microfinance Institutions providers of information to private credit bureaus or public credit registries? Yes

Going to court

Is there a small claims court or fast track procedure for small claims? No

If so, what is the maximum amount for a small claim (as % of income per capita)? N/A



1 3 3W O M E N ,  B U S I N E S S  A N D  T H E  L A W  2 0 1 0

niger Female population: 7,325,061
Female labor force participation: 40%

Sub-Saharan Africa
Low income

Accessing institutions

Do men and women have equal capacity by law? No

Do married men and married women have equal capacity by law? No

Using property

Do men and women have equal ownership rights over movable and immovable property? -

Do men and women have equal inheritance rights over movable and immovable property? -

Getting a job

Working hours and industry restrictions

Can women work the same night hours as men? Yes

Can women work in all industries? No

Can pregnant and nursing mothers work the same hours and in the same industries as men and other women? No

Parental benefits—maternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid maternity leave for women employees? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 98

What percentage of wages is paid during maternity leave? 50%

Who pays maternity leave benefits? Employer

What is the mandatory minimum length of unpaid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

Parental benefits—paternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid paternity leave? No

What is the mandatory minimum length of paternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

If paternity leave is paid, who pays the benefits? N/A

Retirement age

What is the statutory retirement age for men in the private sector? 60

What is the statutory retirement age for women in the private sector? 60

What is the minimum pensionable age for men? 55

What is the minimum pensionable age for women? 55

In the private sector, is it mandatory to retire at the statutory retirement age? No

Dealing with taxes

Direct differentiation

Is joint filing allowed? No

Do men and women face the same personal income tax liability? Yes

What is a woman’s tax liability as percentage of a man’s? 100%

Indirect differentiation

Does single wage earner family face the same tax liability as a double wage earner family where both spouses contribute 
equally to the income?

No

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 1)? 

132%

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 2)? 

107%

Building credit

What is the minimum loan amount covered in the private credit bureau or public credit registry (as % of income per capita)? 3069%

Are Microfinance Institutions providers of information to private credit bureaus or public credit registries? No

Going to court

Is there a small claims court or fast track procedure for small claims? No

If so, what is the maximum amount for a small claim (as % of income per capita)? N/A



1 3 4 W O M E N ,  B U S I N E S S  A N D  T H E  L A W  2 0 1 0

nigeriA Female population: 75,507,473
Female labor force participation: 39%

Sub-Saharan Africa
Lower middle income

Accessing institutions

Do men and women have equal capacity by law? No

Do married men and married women have equal capacity by law? No

Using property

Do men and women have equal ownership rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Do men and women have equal inheritance rights over movable and immovable property? No

Getting a job

Working hours and industry restrictions

Can women work the same night hours as men? No

Can women work in all industries? No

Can pregnant and nursing mothers work the same hours and in the same industries as men and other women? Yes

Parental benefits—maternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid maternity leave for women employees? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 84

What percentage of wages is paid during maternity leave? 50%

Who pays maternity leave benefits? Employer

What is the mandatory minimum length of unpaid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

Parental benefits—paternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid paternity leave? No

What is the mandatory minimum length of paternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

If paternity leave is paid, who pays the benefits? N/A

Retirement age

What is the statutory retirement age for men in the private sector? 65

What is the statutory retirement age for women in the private sector? 60

What is the minimum pensionable age for men? 65

What is the minimum pensionable age for women? 60

In the private sector, is it mandatory to retire at the statutory retirement age? No

Dealing with taxes

Direct differentiation

Is joint filing allowed? No

Do men and women face the same personal income tax liability? No

What is a woman’s tax liability as percentage of a man’s? 101%

Indirect differentiation

Does single wage earner family face the same tax liability as a double wage earner family where both spouses contribute 
equally to the income?

No

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 1)? 

134%

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 2)? 

137%

Building credit

What is the minimum loan amount covered in the private credit bureau or public credit registry (as % of income per capita)? N/A

Are Microfinance Institutions providers of information to private credit bureaus or public credit registries? No

Going to court

Is there a small claims court or fast track procedure for small claims? No

If so, what is the maximum amount for a small claim (as % of income per capita)? N/A



1 3 5W O M E N ,  B U S I N E S S  A N D  T H E  L A W  2 0 1 0

norwAy Female population: 2,399,868
Female labor force participation: 75%

OECD  High income
High income

Accessing institutions

Do men and women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Do married men and married women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Using property

Do men and women have equal ownership rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Do men and women have equal inheritance rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Getting a job

Working hours and industry restrictions

Can women work the same night hours as men? Yes

Can women work in all industries? Yes

Can pregnant and nursing mothers work the same hours and in the same industries as men and other women? Yes

Parental benefits—maternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid maternity leave for women employees? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 126

What percentage of wages is paid during maternity leave? 100%

Who pays maternity leave benefits? Government

What is the mandatory minimum length of unpaid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 360

Parental benefits—paternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid paternity leave? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paternity leave (in calendar days)? 14

If paternity leave is paid, who pays the benefits? -

Retirement age

What is the statutory retirement age for men in the private sector? 67

What is the statutory retirement age for women in the private sector? 67

What is the minimum pensionable age for men? 62

What is the minimum pensionable age for women? 62

In the private sector, is it mandatory to retire at the statutory retirement age? No

Dealing with taxes

Direct differentiation

Is joint filing allowed? No

Do men and women face the same personal income tax liability? Yes

What is a woman’s tax liability as percentage of a man’s? 100%

Indirect differentiation

Does single wage earner family face the same tax liability as a double wage earner family where both spouses contribute 
equally to the income?

No

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 1)? 

109%

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 2)? 

131%

Building credit

What is the minimum loan amount covered in the private credit bureau or public credit registry (as % of income per capita)? 0%

Are Microfinance Institutions providers of information to private credit bureaus or public credit registries? N/A

Going to court

Is there a small claims court or fast track procedure for small claims? Yes

If so, what is the maximum amount for a small claim (as % of income per capita)? 23%



1 3 6 W O M E N ,  B U S I N E S S  A N D  T H E  L A W  2 0 1 0

omAn Female population: 1,211,993
Female labor force participation: 27%

Middle East & North Africa
High income

Accessing institutions

Do men and women have equal capacity by law? No

Do married men and married women have equal capacity by law? No

Using property

Do men and women have equal ownership rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Do men and women have equal inheritance rights over movable and immovable property? No

Getting a job

Working hours and industry restrictions

Can women work the same night hours as men? No

Can women work in all industries? No

Can pregnant and nursing mothers work the same hours and in the same industries as men and other women? Yes

Parental benefits—maternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid maternity leave for women employees? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 42

What percentage of wages is paid during maternity leave? 0%

Who pays maternity leave benefits? N/A

What is the mandatory minimum length of unpaid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

Parental benefits—paternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid paternity leave? No

What is the mandatory minimum length of paternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

If paternity leave is paid, who pays the benefits? N/A

Retirement age

What is the statutory retirement age for men in the private sector? 60

What is the statutory retirement age for women in the private sector? 55

What is the minimum pensionable age for men? 45

What is the minimum pensionable age for women? 45

In the private sector, is it mandatory to retire at the statutory retirement age? No

Dealing with taxes

Direct differentiation

Is joint filing allowed? N/A

Do men and women face the same personal income tax liability? Yes

What is a woman’s tax liability as percentage of a man’s? 100%

Indirect differentiation

Does single wage earner family face the same tax liability as a double wage earner family where both spouses contribute 
equally to the income?

Yes

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 1)? 

100%

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 2)? 

100%

Building credit

What is the minimum loan amount covered in the private credit bureau or public credit registry (as % of income per capita)? 0%

Are Microfinance Institutions providers of information to private credit bureaus or public credit registries? N/A

Going to court

Is there a small claims court or fast track procedure for small claims? No

If so, what is the maximum amount for a small claim (as % of income per capita)? N/A



1 3 7W O M E N ,  B U S I N E S S  A N D  T H E  L A W  2 0 1 0

pAkistAn Female population: 80,521,231
Female labor force participation: 22%

South Asia
Lower middle income

Accessing institutions

Do men and women have equal capacity by law? No

Do married men and married women have equal capacity by law? No

Using property

Do men and women have equal ownership rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Do men and women have equal inheritance rights over movable and immovable property? No

Getting a job

Working hours and industry restrictions

Can women work the same night hours as men? No

Can women work in all industries? No

Can pregnant and nursing mothers work the same hours and in the same industries as men and other women? Yes

Parental benefits—maternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid maternity leave for women employees? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 84

What percentage of wages is paid during maternity leave? 100%

Who pays maternity leave benefits? Employer

What is the mandatory minimum length of unpaid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

Parental benefits—paternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid paternity leave? No

What is the mandatory minimum length of paternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

If paternity leave is paid, who pays the benefits? N/A

Retirement age

What is the statutory retirement age for men in the private sector? 55

What is the statutory retirement age for women in the private sector? 50

What is the minimum pensionable age for men? 55

What is the minimum pensionable age for women? 50

In the private sector, is it mandatory to retire at the statutory retirement age? No

Dealing with taxes

Direct differentiation

Is joint filing allowed? No

Do men and women face the same personal income tax liability? Yes

What is a woman’s tax liability as percentage of a man’s? 100%

Indirect differentiation

Does single wage earner family face the same tax liability as a double wage earner family where both spouses contribute 
equally to the income?

No

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 1)? 

No tax liability

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 2)? 

120%

Building credit

What is the minimum loan amount covered in the private credit bureau or public credit registry (as % of income per capita)? 0%

Are Microfinance Institutions providers of information to private credit bureaus or public credit registries? Yes

Going to court

Is there a small claims court or fast track procedure for small claims? No

If so, what is the maximum amount for a small claim (as % of income per capita)? N/A



1 3 8 W O M E N ,  B U S I N E S S  A N D  T H E  L A W  2 0 1 0

pAnAmA Female population: 1,682,965
Female labor force participation: 52%

Latin America & Caribbean
Upper middle income

Accessing institutions

Do men and women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Do married men and married women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Using property

Do men and women have equal ownership rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Do men and women have equal inheritance rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Getting a job

Working hours and industry restrictions

Can women work the same night hours as men? Yes

Can women work in all industries? No

Can pregnant and nursing mothers work the same hours and in the same industries as men and other women? No

Parental benefits—maternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid maternity leave for women employees? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 98

What percentage of wages is paid during maternity leave? 100%

Who pays maternity leave benefits? Employer and government

What is the mandatory minimum length of unpaid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

Parental benefits—paternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid paternity leave? No

What is the mandatory minimum length of paternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

If paternity leave is paid, who pays the benefits? N/A

Retirement age

What is the statutory retirement age for men in the private sector? 62

What is the statutory retirement age for women in the private sector? 57

What is the minimum pensionable age for men? 62

What is the minimum pensionable age for women? 57

In the private sector, is it mandatory to retire at the statutory retirement age? No

Dealing with taxes

Direct differentiation

Is joint filing allowed? Yes

Do men and women face the same personal income tax liability? Yes

What is a woman’s tax liability as percentage of a man’s? 100%

Indirect differentiation

Does single wage earner family face the same tax liability as a double wage earner family where both spouses contribute 
equally to the income?

No

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 1)? 

103%

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 2)? 

155%

Building credit

What is the minimum loan amount covered in the private credit bureau or public credit registry (as % of income per capita)? 0%

Are Microfinance Institutions providers of information to private credit bureaus or public credit registries? Yes

Going to court

Is there a small claims court or fast track procedure for small claims? No

If so, what is the maximum amount for a small claim (as % of income per capita)? N/A



1 3 9W O M E N ,  B U S I N E S S  A N D  T H E  L A W  2 0 1 0

pApuA new guineA Female population: 3,170,931
Female labor force participation: 72%

East Asia & Pacific
Lower middle income

Accessing institutions

Do men and women have equal capacity by law? -

Do married men and married women have equal capacity by law? -

Using property

Do men and women have equal ownership rights over movable and immovable property? -

Do men and women have equal inheritance rights over movable and immovable property? -

Getting a job

Working hours and industry restrictions

Can women work the same night hours as men? No

Can women work in all industries? No

Can pregnant and nursing mothers work the same hours and in the same industries as men and other women? Yes

Parental benefits—maternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid maternity leave for women employees? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 108

What percentage of wages is paid during maternity leave? 0%

Who pays maternity leave benefits? N/A

What is the mandatory minimum length of unpaid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

Parental benefits—paternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid paternity leave? No

What is the mandatory minimum length of paternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

If paternity leave is paid, who pays the benefits? N/A

Retirement age

What is the statutory retirement age for men in the private sector? 55

What is the statutory retirement age for women in the private sector? 55

What is the minimum pensionable age for men? 55

What is the minimum pensionable age for women? 55

In the private sector, is it mandatory to retire at the statutory retirement age? No

Dealing with taxes

Direct differentiation

Is joint filing allowed? No

Do men and women face the same personal income tax liability? Yes

What is a woman’s tax liability as percentage of a man’s? 100%

Indirect differentiation

Does single wage earner family face the same tax liability as a double wage earner family where both spouses contribute 
equally to the income?

No

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 1)? 

No tax liability

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 2)? 

129%

Building credit

What is the minimum loan amount covered in the private credit bureau or public credit registry (as % of income per capita)? N/A

Are Microfinance Institutions providers of information to private credit bureaus or public credit registries? No

Going to court

Is there a small claims court or fast track procedure for small claims? Yes

If so, what is the maximum amount for a small claim (as % of income per capita)? 331%
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pArAguAy Female population: 3,081,881
Female labor force participation: 74%

Latin America & Caribbean
Lower middle income

Accessing institutions

Do men and women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Do married men and married women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Using property

Do men and women have equal ownership rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Do men and women have equal inheritance rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Getting a job

Working hours and industry restrictions

Can women work the same night hours as men? Yes

Can women work in all industries? Yes

Can pregnant and nursing mothers work the same hours and in the same industries as men and other women? No

Parental benefits—maternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid maternity leave for women employees? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 84

What percentage of wages is paid during maternity leave? 50%

Who pays maternity leave benefits? Government

What is the mandatory minimum length of unpaid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

Parental benefits—paternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid paternity leave? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paternity leave (in calendar days)? 5

If paternity leave is paid, who pays the benefits? Yes, employer

Retirement age

What is the statutory retirement age for men in the private sector? 60

What is the statutory retirement age for women in the private sector? 60

What is the minimum pensionable age for men? 60

What is the minimum pensionable age for women? 60

In the private sector, is it mandatory to retire at the statutory retirement age? Yes

Dealing with taxes

Direct differentiation

Is joint filing allowed? No

Do men and women face the same personal income tax liability? Yes

What is a woman’s tax liability as percentage of a man’s? 100%

Indirect differentiation

Does single wage earner family face the same tax liability as a double wage earner family where both spouses contribute 
equally to the income?

No

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 1)? 

No tax liability

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 2)? 

600%

Building credit

What is the minimum loan amount covered in the private credit bureau or public credit registry (as % of income per capita)? 0%

Are Microfinance Institutions providers of information to private credit bureaus or public credit registries? Yes

Going to court

Is there a small claims court or fast track procedure for small claims? No

If so, what is the maximum amount for a small claim (as % of income per capita)? N/A
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peru Female population: 14,381,916
Female labor force participation: 65%

Latin America & Caribbean
Upper middle income

Accessing institutions

Do men and women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Do married men and married women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Using property

Do men and women have equal ownership rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Do men and women have equal inheritance rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Getting a job

Working hours and industry restrictions

Can women work the same night hours as men? Yes

Can women work in all industries? Yes

Can pregnant and nursing mothers work the same hours and in the same industries as men and other women? Yes

Parental benefits—maternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid maternity leave for women employees? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 90

What percentage of wages is paid during maternity leave? 100%

Who pays maternity leave benefits? Government

What is the mandatory minimum length of unpaid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

Parental benefits—paternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid paternity leave? No

What is the mandatory minimum length of paternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

If paternity leave is paid, who pays the benefits? N/A

Retirement age

What is the statutory retirement age for men in the private sector? 65

What is the statutory retirement age for women in the private sector? 65

What is the minimum pensionable age for men? 65

What is the minimum pensionable age for women? 65

In the private sector, is it mandatory to retire at the statutory retirement age? No

Dealing with taxes

Direct differentiation

Is joint filing allowed? Yes

Do men and women face the same personal income tax liability? Yes

What is a woman’s tax liability as percentage of a man’s? 100%

Indirect differentiation

Does single wage earner family face the same tax liability as a double wage earner family where both spouses contribute 
equally to the income?

No

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 1)? 

200%

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 2)? 

202%

Building credit

What is the minimum loan amount covered in the private credit bureau or public credit registry (as % of income per capita)? 0%

Are Microfinance Institutions providers of information to private credit bureaus or public credit registries? Yes

Going to court

Is there a small claims court or fast track procedure for small claims? No

If so, what is the maximum amount for a small claim (as % of income per capita)? N/A
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philippines Female population: 44,840,043
Female labor force participation: 51%

East Asia & Pacific
Lower middle income

Accessing institutions

Do men and women have equal capacity by law? No

Do married men and married women have equal capacity by law? No

Using property

Do men and women have equal ownership rights over movable and immovable property? No

Do men and women have equal inheritance rights over movable and immovable property? No

Getting a job

Working hours and industry restrictions

Can women work the same night hours as men? No

Can women work in all industries? Yes

Can pregnant and nursing mothers work the same hours and in the same industries as men and other women? Yes

Parental benefits—maternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid maternity leave for women employees? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 60

What percentage of wages is paid during maternity leave? 100%

Who pays maternity leave benefits? Government

What is the mandatory minimum length of unpaid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

Parental benefits—paternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid paternity leave? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paternity leave (in calendar days)? 7

If paternity leave is paid, who pays the benefits? Yes, employer

Retirement age

What is the statutory retirement age for men in the private sector? 65

What is the statutory retirement age for women in the private sector? 65

What is the minimum pensionable age for men? 60

What is the minimum pensionable age for women? 60

In the private sector, is it mandatory to retire at the statutory retirement age? Yes

Dealing with taxes

Direct differentiation

Is joint filing allowed? Yes

Do men and women face the same personal income tax liability? Yes

What is a woman’s tax liability as percentage of a man’s? 100%

Indirect differentiation

Does single wage earner family face the same tax liability as a double wage earner family where both spouses contribute 
equally to the income?

No

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 1)? 

154%

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 2)? 

123%

Building credit

What is the minimum loan amount covered in the private credit bureau or public credit registry (as % of income per capita)? 0%

Are Microfinance Institutions providers of information to private credit bureaus or public credit registries? No

Going to court

Is there a small claims court or fast track procedure for small claims? Yes

If so, what is the maximum amount for a small claim (as % of income per capita)? 110%
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polAnd Female population: 19,724,573
Female labor force participation: 57%

Eastern Europe & Central Asia
Upper middle income

Accessing institutions

Do men and women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Do married men and married women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Using property

Do men and women have equal ownership rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Do men and women have equal inheritance rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Getting a job

Working hours and industry restrictions

Can women work the same night hours as men? Yes

Can women work in all industries? Yes

Can pregnant and nursing mothers work the same hours and in the same industries as men and other women? Yes

Parental benefits—maternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid maternity leave for women employees? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 112

What percentage of wages is paid during maternity leave? 100%

Who pays maternity leave benefits? Employer and government

What is the mandatory minimum length of unpaid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

Parental benefits—paternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid paternity leave? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paternity leave (in calendar days)? 14

If paternity leave is paid, who pays the benefits? Yes, government

Retirement age

What is the statutory retirement age for men in the private sector? 65

What is the statutory retirement age for women in the private sector? 60

What is the minimum pensionable age for men? 65

What is the minimum pensionable age for women? 60

In the private sector, is it mandatory to retire at the statutory retirement age?  No

Dealing with taxes

Direct differentiation

Is joint filing allowed? Yes

Do men and women face the same personal income tax liability? Yes

What is a woman’s tax liability as percentage of a man’s? 100%

Indirect differentiation

Does single wage earner family face the same tax liability as a double wage earner family where both spouses contribute 
equally to the income?

No

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 1)? 

103%

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 2)? 

127%

Building credit

What is the minimum loan amount covered in the private credit bureau or public credit registry (as % of income per capita)? 0%

Are Microfinance Institutions providers of information to private credit bureaus or public credit registries? No

Going to court

Is there a small claims court or fast track procedure for small claims? Yes

If so, what is the maximum amount for a small claim (as % of income per capita)? 31%
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portugAl Female population: 5,480,449
Female labor force participation: 68%

OECD  High income
High income

Accessing institutions

Do men and women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Do married men and married women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Using property

Do men and women have equal ownership rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Do men and women have equal inheritance rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Getting a job

Working hours and industry restrictions

Can women work the same night hours as men? Yes

Can women work in all industries? Yes

Can pregnant and nursing mothers work the same hours and in the same industries as men and other women? Yes

Parental benefits—maternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid maternity leave for women employees? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 120

What percentage of wages is paid during maternity leave? 100%

Who pays maternity leave benefits? Government

What is the mandatory minimum length of unpaid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

Parental benefits—paternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid paternity leave? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paternity leave (in calendar days)? 92

If paternity leave is paid, who pays the benefits? Yes, government

Retirement age

What is the statutory retirement age for men in the private sector? 65

What is the statutory retirement age for women in the private sector? 65

What is the minimum pensionable age for men? 65

What is the minimum pensionable age for women? 65

In the private sector, is it mandatory to retire at the statutory retirement age? No

Dealing with taxes

Direct differentiation

Is joint filing allowed? Yes

Do men and women face the same personal income tax liability? Yes

What is a woman’s tax liability as percentage of a man’s? 100%

Indirect differentiation

Does single wage earner family face the same tax liability as a double wage earner family where both spouses contribute 
equally to the income?

No

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 1)? 

127%

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 2)? 

122%

Building credit

What is the minimum loan amount covered in the private credit bureau or public credit registry (as % of income per capita)? 0%

Are Microfinance Institutions providers of information to private credit bureaus or public credit registries? N/A

Going to court

Is there a small claims court or fast track procedure for small claims? Yes

If so, what is the maximum amount for a small claim (as % of income per capita)? 34%
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puerto riCo Female population: 2,057,368
Female labor force participation: 46%

Latin America & Caribbean
High income

Accessing institutions

Do men and women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Do married men and married women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Using property

Do men and women have equal ownership rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Do men and women have equal inheritance rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Getting a job

Working hours and industry restrictions

Can women work the same night hours as men? Yes

Can women work in all industries? Yes

Can pregnant and nursing mothers work the same hours and in the same industries as men and other women? Yes

Parental benefits—maternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid maternity leave for women employees? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paid maternity leave (in calendar days)? ..

What percentage of wages is paid during maternity leave? 0%

Who pays maternity leave benefits? N/A

What is the mandatory minimum length of unpaid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 84

Parental benefits—paternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid paternity leave? No

What is the mandatory minimum length of paternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

If paternity leave is paid, who pays the benefits? N/A

Retirement age

What is the statutory retirement age for men in the private sector? 65

What is the statutory retirement age for women in the private sector? 65

What is the minimum pensionable age for men? 62

What is the minimum pensionable age for women? 62

In the private sector, is it mandatory to retire at the statutory retirement age? No

Dealing with taxes

Direct differentiation

Is joint filing allowed? No

Do men and women face the same personal income tax liability? Yes

What is a woman’s tax liability as percentage of a man’s? 100%

Indirect differentiation

Does single wage earner family face the same tax liability as a double wage earner family where both spouses contribute 
equally to the income?

No

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 1)? 

157%

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 2)? 

129%

Building credit

What is the minimum loan amount covered in the private credit bureau or public credit registry (as % of income per capita)? 1%

Are Microfinance Institutions providers of information to private credit bureaus or public credit registries? N/A

Going to court

Is there a small claims court or fast track procedure for small claims? Yes

If so, what is the maximum amount for a small claim (as % of income per capita)? 32%
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romAniA Female population: 11,049,347
Female labor force participation: 55%

Eastern Europe & Central Asia
Upper middle income

Accessing institutions

Do men and women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Do married men and married women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Using property

Do men and women have equal ownership rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Do men and women have equal inheritance rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Getting a job

Working hours and industry restrictions

Can women work the same night hours as men? Yes

Can women work in all industries? Yes

Can pregnant and nursing mothers work the same hours and in the same industries as men and other women? Yes

Parental benefits—maternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid maternity leave for women employees? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 126

What percentage of wages is paid during maternity leave? 100%

Who pays maternity leave benefits? Government

What is the mandatory minimum length of unpaid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 730

Parental benefits—paternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid paternity leave? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paternity leave (in calendar days)? 730

If paternity leave is paid, who pays the benefits? Yes, source of cash benefits unavailable

Retirement age

What is the statutory retirement age for men in the private sector? 62

What is the statutory retirement age for women in the private sector? 58

What is the minimum pensionable age for men? 62

What is the minimum pensionable age for women? 58

In the private sector, is it mandatory to retire at the statutory retirement age?  No

Dealing with taxes

Direct differentiation

Is joint filing allowed? No

Do men and women face the same personal income tax liability? Yes

What is a woman’s tax liability as percentage of a man’s? 100%

Indirect differentiation

Does single wage earner family face the same tax liability as a double wage earner family where both spouses contribute 
equally to the income?

No

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 1)? 

200%

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 2)? 

100%

Building credit

What is the minimum loan amount covered in the private credit bureau or public credit registry (as % of income per capita)? 0%

Are Microfinance Institutions providers of information to private credit bureaus or public credit registries? No

Going to court

Is there a small claims court or fast track procedure for small claims? No

If so, what is the maximum amount for a small claim (as % of income per capita)? N/A
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russiAn federAtion Female population: 76,230,043
Female labor force participation: 69%

Eastern Europe & Central Asia
Upper middle income

Accessing institutions

Do men and women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Do married men and married women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Using property

Do men and women have equal ownership rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Do men and women have equal inheritance rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Getting a job

Working hours and industry restrictions

Can women work the same night hours as men? Yes

Can women work in all industries? No

Can pregnant and nursing mothers work the same hours and in the same industries as men and other women? No

Parental benefits—maternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid maternity leave for women employees? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 140

What percentage of wages is paid during maternity leave? 100%

Who pays maternity leave benefits? Government

What is the mandatory minimum length of unpaid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 540

Parental benefits—paternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid paternity leave? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paternity leave (in calendar days)? 540

If paternity leave is paid, who pays the benefits? Yes, government

Retirement age

What is the statutory retirement age for men in the private sector? 60

What is the statutory retirement age for women in the private sector? 55

What is the minimum pensionable age for men? 60

What is the minimum pensionable age for women? 55

In the private sector, is it mandatory to retire at the statutory retirement age? No

Dealing with taxes

Direct differentiation

Is joint filing allowed? No

Do men and women face the same personal income tax liability? Yes

What is a woman’s tax liability as percentage of a man’s? 100%

Indirect differentiation

Does single wage earner family face the same tax liability as a double wage earner family where both spouses contribute 
equally to the income?

No

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 1)? 

100%

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 2)? 

100%

Building credit

What is the minimum loan amount covered in the private credit bureau or public credit registry (as % of income per capita)? 0%

Are Microfinance Institutions providers of information to private credit bureaus or public credit registries? Yes

Going to court

Is there a small claims court or fast track procedure for small claims? No

If so, what is the maximum amount for a small claim (as % of income per capita)? N/A
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rwAndA Female population: 5,015,979
Female labor force participation: 82%

Sub-Saharan Africa
Low income

Accessing institutions

Do men and women have equal capacity by law? No

Do married men and married women have equal capacity by law? No

Using property

Do men and women have equal ownership rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Do men and women have equal inheritance rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Getting a job

Working hours and industry restrictions

Can women work the same night hours as men? Yes

Can women work in all industries? Yes

Can pregnant and nursing mothers work the same hours and in the same industries as men and other women? No

Parental benefits—maternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid maternity leave for women employees? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 98

What percentage of wages is paid during maternity leave? 66%

Who pays maternity leave benefits? Employer and government

What is the mandatory minimum length of unpaid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

Parental benefits—paternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid paternity leave? No

What is the mandatory minimum length of paternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

If paternity leave is paid, who pays the benefits? N/A

Retirement age

What is the statutory retirement age for men in the private sector? 57.5

What is the statutory retirement age for women in the private sector? 57.5

What is the minimum pensionable age for men? 57.5

What is the minimum pensionable age for women? 57.5

In the private sector, is it mandatory to retire at the statutory retirement age? Yes

Dealing with taxes

Direct differentiation

Is joint filing allowed? -

Do men and women face the same personal income tax liability? -

What is a woman’s tax liability as percentage of a man’s? -

Indirect differentiation

Does single wage earner family face the same tax liability as a double wage earner family where both spouses contribute 
equally to the income?

-

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 1)? 

-

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 2)? 

-

Building credit

What is the minimum loan amount covered in the private credit bureau or public credit registry (as % of income per capita)? 201%

Are Microfinance Institutions providers of information to private credit bureaus or public credit registries? Yes

Going to court

Is there a small claims court or fast track procedure for small claims? No

If so, what is the maximum amount for a small claim (as % of income per capita)? N/A
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sAudi ArAbiA Female population: 11,106,275
Female labor force participation: 20%

Middle East & North Africa
High income

Accessing institutions
Do men and women have equal capacity by law? No
Do married men and married women have equal capacity by law? No

Using property

Do men and women have equal ownership rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Do men and women have equal inheritance rights over movable and immovable property? No

Getting a job

Working hours and industry restrictions

Can women work the same night hours as men? No

Can women work in all industries? No 

Can pregnant and nursing mothers work the same hours and in the same industries as men and other women? Yes

Parental benefits—maternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid maternity leave for women employees? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 70

What percentage of wages is paid during maternity leave? 50%-100%

Who pays maternity leave benefits? Employer

What is the mandatory minimum length of unpaid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

Parental benefits—paternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid paternity leave? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paternity leave (in calendar days)? 1

If paternity leave is paid, who pays the benefits? Yes, employer

Retirement age

What is the statutory retirement age for men in the private sector? 60

What is the statutory retirement age for women in the private sector? 55

What is the minimum pensionable age for men? 60

What is the minimum pensionable age for women? 55

In the private sector, is it mandatory to retire at the statutory retirement age? Yes

Dealing with taxes

Direct differentiation

Is joint filing allowed? N/A

Do men and women face the same personal income tax liability? Yes

What is a woman’s tax liability as percentage of a man’s? 100%

Indirect differentiation

Does single wage earner family face the same tax liability as a double wage earner family where both spouses contribute 
equally to the income?

Yes

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 1)? 

100%

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 2)? 

100%

Building credit

What is the minimum loan amount covered in the private credit bureau or public credit registry (as % of income per capita)? 0%

Are Microfinance Institutions providers of information to private credit bureaus or public credit registries? N/A

Going to court

Is there a small claims court or fast track procedure for small claims? Yes

If so, what is the maximum amount for a small claim (as % of income per capita)? 28%
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senegAl Female population: 6,155,326
Female labor force participation: 63%

Sub-Saharan Africa
Low income

Accessing institutions

Do men and women have equal capacity by law? No

Do married men and married women have equal capacity by law? No

Using property

Do men and women have equal ownership rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Do men and women have equal inheritance rights over movable and immovable property? No

Getting a job

Working hours and industry restrictions

Can women work the same night hours as men? No

Can women work in all industries? No

Can pregnant and nursing mothers work the same hours and in the same industries as men and other women? No

Parental benefits—maternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid maternity leave for women employees? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 98

What percentage of wages is paid during maternity leave? -

Who pays maternity leave benefits? Government

What is the mandatory minimum length of unpaid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

Parental benefits—paternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid paternity leave? No

What is the mandatory minimum length of paternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

If paternity leave is paid, who pays the benefits? N/A

Retirement age

What is the statutory retirement age for men in the private sector? 55

What is the statutory retirement age for women in the private sector? 55

What is the minimum pensionable age for men? 53

What is the minimum pensionable age for women? 53

In the private sector, is it mandatory to retire at the statutory retirement age? Yes

Dealing with taxes

Direct differentiation

Is joint filing allowed? -

Do men and women face the same personal income tax liability? -

What is a woman’s tax liability as percentage of a man’s? -

Indirect differentiation

Does single wage earner family face the same tax liability as a double wage earner family where both spouses contribute 
equally to the income?

-

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 1)? 

-

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 2)? 

-

Building credit

What is the minimum loan amount covered in the private credit bureau or public credit registry (as % of income per capita)? 1034%

Are Microfinance Institutions providers of information to private credit bureaus or public credit registries? No

Going to court

Is there a small claims court or fast track procedure for small claims? No

If so, what is the maximum amount for a small claim (as % of income per capita)? N/A
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serbiA Female population: 3,714,497
Female labor force participation:  ..

Eastern Europe & Central Asia
Upper middle income

Accessing institutions
Do men and women have equal capacity by law? Yes
Do married men and married women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Using property

Do men and women have equal ownership rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Do men and women have equal inheritance rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Getting a job

Working hours and industry restrictions

Can women work the same night hours as men? Yes

Can women work in all industries? No

Can pregnant and nursing mothers work the same hours and in the same industries as men and other women? No

Parental benefits—maternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid maternity leave for women employees? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 365

What percentage of wages is paid during maternity leave? 100%

Who pays maternity leave benefits? -

What is the mandatory minimum length of unpaid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

Parental benefits—paternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid paternity leave? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paternity leave (in calendar days)? 247

If paternity leave is paid, who pays the benefits? Yes, source of cash benefits unavailable

Retirement age

What is the statutory retirement age for men in the private sector? 63

What is the statutory retirement age for women in the private sector? 58

What is the minimum pensionable age for men? 63

What is the minimum pensionable age for women? 58

In the private sector, is it mandatory to retire at the statutory retirement age? -

Dealing with taxes

Direct differentiation

Is joint filing allowed? No

Do men and women face the same personal income tax liability? Yes

What is a woman’s tax liability as percentage of a man’s? 100%

Indirect differentiation

Does single wage earner family face the same tax liability as a double wage earner family where both spouses contribute 
equally to the income?

No

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 1)? 

No tax liability

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 2)? 

600%

Building credit

What is the minimum loan amount covered in the private credit bureau or public credit registry (as % of income per capita)? 0%

Are Microfinance Institutions providers of information to private credit bureaus or public credit registries? Yes

Going to court

Is there a small claims court or fast track procedure for small claims? Yes

If so, what is the maximum amount for a small claim (as % of income per capita)? 81%



1 5 2 W O M E N ,  B U S I N E S S  A N D  T H E  L A W  2 0 1 0

singApore Female population: 2,406,725
Female labor force participation: 60%

East Asia & Pacific
High income

Accessing institutions

Do men and women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Do married men and married women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Using property

Do men and women have equal ownership rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Do men and women have equal inheritance rights over movable and immovable property? No

Getting a job

Working hours and industry restrictions

Can women work the same night hours as men? Yes

Can women work in all industries? Yes

Can pregnant and nursing mothers work the same hours and in the same industries as men and other women? Yes

Parental benefits—maternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid maternity leave for women employees? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 84

What percentage of wages is paid during maternity leave? 67%

Who pays maternity leave benefits? Employer and government

What is the mandatory minimum length of unpaid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

Parental benefits—paternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid paternity leave? No

What is the mandatory minimum length of paternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

If paternity leave is paid, who pays the benefits? N/A

Retirement age

What is the statutory retirement age for men in the private sector? 67

What is the statutory retirement age for women in the private sector? 67

What is the minimum pensionable age for men? 62

What is the minimum pensionable age for women? 62

In the private sector, is it mandatory to retire at the statutory retirement age? Yes

Dealing with taxes

Direct differentiation

Is joint filing allowed? No

Do men and women face the same personal income tax liability? No

What is a woman’s tax liability as percentage of a man’s? 76%

Indirect differentiation

Does single wage earner family face the same tax liability as a double wage earner family where both spouses contribute 
equally to the income?

No

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 1)? 

478%

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 2)? 

160%

Building credit

What is the minimum loan amount covered in the private credit bureau or public credit registry (as % of income per capita)? 0%

Are Microfinance Institutions providers of information to private credit bureaus or public credit registries? N/A

Going to court

Is there a small claims court or fast track procedure for small claims? Yes

If so, what is the maximum amount for a small claim (as % of income per capita)? 19%
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sloVAk republiC Female population: 2,783,230
Female labor force participation: 62%

OECD  High income
High income

Accessing institutions
Do men and women have equal capacity by law? Yes
Do married men and married women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Using property

Do men and women have equal ownership rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Do men and women have equal inheritance rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Getting a job

Working hours and industry restrictions

Can women work the same night hours as men? Yes

Can women work in all industries? Yes

Can pregnant and nursing mothers work the same hours and in the same industries as men and other women? Yes

Parental benefits—maternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid maternity leave for women employees? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 196

What percentage of wages is paid during maternity leave? 55%

Who pays maternity leave benefits? Government

What is the mandatory minimum length of unpaid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 1095

Parental benefits—paternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid paternity leave? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paternity leave (in calendar days)? 1095

If paternity leave is paid, who pays the benefits? No

Retirement age

What is the statutory retirement age for men in the private sector? 62

What is the statutory retirement age for women in the private sector? 55

What is the minimum pensionable age for men? 62

What is the minimum pensionable age for women? 55

In the private sector, is it mandatory to retire at the statutory retirement age? Yes

Dealing with taxes

Direct differentiation

Is joint filing allowed? No

Do men and women face the same personal income tax liability? Yes

What is a woman’s tax liability as percentage of a man’s? 100%

Indirect differentiation

Does single wage earner family face the same tax liability as a double wage earner family where both spouses contribute 
equally to the income?

No

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 1)? 

103%

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 2)? 

102%

Building credit

What is the minimum loan amount covered in the private credit bureau or public credit registry (as % of income per capita)? 0%

Are Microfinance Institutions providers of information to private credit bureaus or public credit registries? N/A

Going to court

Is there a small claims court or fast track procedure for small claims? Yes

If so, what is the maximum amount for a small claim (as % of income per capita)? 5%
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sloVeniA Female population: 1,043,606
Female labor force participation: 66%

Eastern Europe & Central Asia
High income

Accessing institutions

Do men and women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Do married men and married women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Using property

Do men and women have equal ownership rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Do men and women have equal inheritance rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Getting a job

Working hours and industry restrictions

Can women work the same night hours as men? No

Can women work in all industries? No

Can pregnant and nursing mothers work the same hours and in the same industries as men and other women? No

Parental benefits—maternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid maternity leave for women employees? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 365

What percentage of wages is paid during maternity leave? 100%

Who pays maternity leave benefits? Government

What is the mandatory minimum length of unpaid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

Parental benefits—paternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid paternity leave? No

What is the mandatory minimum length of paternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

If paternity leave is paid, who pays the benefits? N/A

Retirement age

What is the statutory retirement age for men in the private sector? 62

What is the statutory retirement age for women in the private sector? 62

What is the minimum pensionable age for men? 62

What is the minimum pensionable age for women? 58

In the private sector, is it mandatory to retire at the statutory retirement age? No

Dealing with taxes

Direct differentiation

Is joint filing allowed? No

Do men and women face the same personal income tax liability? Yes

What is a woman’s tax liability as percentage of a man’s? 100%

Indirect differentiation

Does single wage earner family face the same tax liability as a double wage earner family where both spouses contribute 
equally to the income?

No

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 1)? 

117%

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 2)? 

251%

Building credit

What is the minimum loan amount covered in the private credit bureau or public credit registry (as % of income per capita)? 3%

Are Microfinance Institutions providers of information to private credit bureaus or public credit registries? N/A

Going to court

Is there a small claims court or fast track procedure for small claims? Yes

If so, what is the maximum amount for a small claim (as % of income per capita)? 23%
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south AfriCA Female population: 24,693,026
Female labor force participation: 50%

Sub-Saharan Africa
Upper middle income

Accessing institutions
Do men and women have equal capacity by law? Yes
Do married men and married women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Using property

Do men and women have equal ownership rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Do men and women have equal inheritance rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Getting a job

Working hours and industry restrictions

Can women work the same night hours as men? Yes

Can women work in all industries? Yes

Can pregnant and nursing mothers work the same hours and in the same industries as men and other women? Yes

Parental benefits—maternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid maternity leave for women employees? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 112

What percentage of wages is paid during maternity leave? 45%

Who pays maternity leave benefits? Government

What is the mandatory minimum length of unpaid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

Parental benefits—paternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid paternity leave? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paternity leave (in calendar days)? 3

If paternity leave is paid, who pays the benefits? Yes, employer

Retirement age

What is the statutory retirement age for men in the private sector? 65

What is the statutory retirement age for women in the private sector? 60

What is the minimum pensionable age for men? 65

What is the minimum pensionable age for women? 60

In the private sector, is it mandatory to retire at the statutory retirement age? Yes

Dealing with taxes

Direct differentiation

Is joint filing allowed? No

Do men and women face the same personal income tax liability? Yes

What is a woman’s tax liability as percentage of a man’s? 100%

Indirect differentiation

Does single wage earner family face the same tax liability as a double wage earner family where both spouses contribute 
equally to the income?

No

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 1)? 

206%

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 2)? 

133%

Building credit

What is the minimum loan amount covered in the private credit bureau or public credit registry (as % of income per capita)? 0%

Are Microfinance Institutions providers of information to private credit bureaus or public credit registries? Yes

Going to court

Is there a small claims court or fast track procedure for small claims? Yes

If so, what is the maximum amount for a small claim (as % of income per capita)? 15%
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spAin Female population: 23,112,586
Female labor force participation: 60%

OECD  High income
High income

Accessing institutions

Do men and women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Do married men and married women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Using property

Do men and women have equal ownership rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Do men and women have equal inheritance rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Getting a job

Working hours and industry restrictions

Can women work the same night hours as men? Yes

Can women work in all industries? Yes

Can pregnant and nursing mothers work the same hours and in the same industries as men and other women? Yes

Parental benefits—maternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid maternity leave for women employees? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 112

What percentage of wages is paid during maternity leave? 100%

Who pays maternity leave benefits? Government

What is the mandatory minimum length of unpaid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 1095

Parental benefits—paternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid paternity leave? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paternity leave (in calendar days)? 1095

If paternity leave is paid, who pays the benefits? Yes, government

Retirement age

What is the statutory retirement age for men in the private sector? 65

What is the statutory retirement age for women in the private sector? 65

What is the minimum pensionable age for men? 65

What is the minimum pensionable age for women? 65

In the private sector, is it mandatory to retire at the statutory retirement age? No

Dealing with taxes

Direct differentiation

Is joint filing allowed? Yes

Do men and women face the same personal income tax liability? Yes

What is a woman’s tax liability as percentage of a man’s? 100%

Indirect differentiation

Does single wage earner family face the same tax liability as a double wage earner family where both spouses contribute 
equally to the income?

No

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 1)? 

143%

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 2)? 

153%

Building credit

What is the minimum loan amount covered in the private credit bureau or public credit registry (as % of income per capita)? 26%

Are Microfinance Institutions providers of information to private credit bureaus or public credit registries? N/A

Going to court

Is there a small claims court or fast track procedure for small claims? No

If so, what is the maximum amount for a small claim (as % of income per capita)? N/A
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sri lAnkA Female population: 10,222,644
Female labor force participation: 46%

South Asia
Lower middle income

Accessing institutions
Do men and women have equal capacity by law? No
Do married men and married women have equal capacity by law? No

Using property

Do men and women have equal ownership rights over movable and immovable property? No

Do men and women have equal inheritance rights over movable and immovable property? No

Getting a job

Working hours and industry restrictions

Can women work the same night hours as men? No

Can women work in all industries? Yes

Can pregnant and nursing mothers work the same hours and in the same industries as men and other women? Yes

Parental benefits—maternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid maternity leave for women employees? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 84

What percentage of wages is paid during maternity leave? 100%

Who pays maternity leave benefits? Employer

What is the mandatory minimum length of unpaid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

Parental benefits—paternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid paternity leave? No

What is the mandatory minimum length of paternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

If paternity leave is paid, who pays the benefits? N/A

Retirement age

What is the statutory retirement age for men in the private sector? 55

What is the statutory retirement age for women in the private sector? 50

What is the minimum pensionable age for men? 55

What is the minimum pensionable age for women? 50

In the private sector, is it mandatory to retire at the statutory retirement age? No

Dealing with taxes

Direct differentiation

Is joint filing allowed? No

Do men and women face the same personal income tax liability? Yes

What is a woman’s tax liability as percentage of a man’s? 100%

Indirect differentiation

Does single wage earner family face the same tax liability as a double wage earner family where both spouses contribute 
equally to the income?

No

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 1)? 

365%

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 2)? 

229%

Building credit

What is the minimum loan amount covered in the private credit bureau or public credit registry (as % of income per capita)? 0%

Are Microfinance Institutions providers of information to private credit bureaus or public credit registries? No

Going to court

Is there a small claims court or fast track procedure for small claims? No

If so, what is the maximum amount for a small claim (as % of income per capita)? N/A
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sudAn Female population: 20,529,748
Female labor force participation: 33%

Sub-Saharan Africa
Lower middle income

Accessing institutions

Do men and women have equal capacity by law? No

Do married men and married women have equal capacity by law? No

Using property

Do men and women have equal ownership rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Do men and women have equal inheritance rights over movable and immovable property? No 

Getting a job

Working hours and industry restrictions

Can women work the same night hours as men? No

Can women work in all industries? No

Can pregnant and nursing mothers work the same hours and in the same industries as men and other women? Yes

Parental benefits—maternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid maternity leave for women employees? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 56

What percentage of wages is paid during maternity leave? 100%

Who pays maternity leave benefits? Employer

What is the mandatory minimum length of unpaid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

Parental benefits—paternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid paternity leave? No

What is the mandatory minimum length of paternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

If paternity leave is paid, who pays the benefits? N/A

Retirement age

What is the statutory retirement age for men in the private sector? 60

What is the statutory retirement age for women in the private sector? 60

What is the minimum pensionable age for men? 60

What is the minimum pensionable age for women? 60

In the private sector, is it mandatory to retire at the statutory retirement age? No

Dealing with taxes

Direct differentiation

Is joint filing allowed? -

Do men and women face the same personal income tax liability? -

What is a woman’s tax liability as percentage of a man’s? -

Indirect differentiation

Does single wage earner family face the same tax liability as a double wage earner family where both spouses contribute 
equally to the income?

-

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 1)? 

-

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 2)? 

-

Building credit

What is the minimum loan amount covered in the private credit bureau or public credit registry (as % of income per capita)? N/A

Are Microfinance Institutions providers of information to private credit bureaus or public credit registries? No

Going to court

Is there a small claims court or fast track procedure for small claims? No

If so, what is the maximum amount for a small claim (as % of income per capita)? N/A
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sweden Female population: 4,646,832
Female labor force participation: 77%

OECD  High income
High income

Accessing institutions
Do men and women have equal capacity by law? Yes
Do married men and married women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Using property

Do men and women have equal ownership rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Do men and women have equal inheritance rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Getting a job

Working hours and industry restrictions

Can women work the same night hours as men? Yes

Can women work in all industries? Yes

Can pregnant and nursing mothers work the same hours and in the same industries as men and other women? Yes

Parental benefits—maternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid maternity leave for women employees? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 98

What percentage of wages is paid during maternity leave? 80%

Who pays maternity leave benefits? Government

What is the mandatory minimum length of unpaid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

Parental benefits—paternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid paternity leave? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paternity leave (in calendar days)? 240

If paternity leave is paid, who pays the benefits? Yes, government

Retirement age

What is the statutory retirement age for men in the private sector? 65

What is the statutory retirement age for women in the private sector? 65

What is the minimum pensionable age for men? 61

What is the minimum pensionable age for women? 61

In the private sector, is it mandatory to retire at the statutory retirement age? No

Dealing with taxes

Direct differentiation

Is joint filing allowed? No

Do men and women face the same personal income tax liability? Yes

What is a woman’s tax liability as percentage of a man’s? 100%

Indirect differentiation

Does single wage earner family face the same tax liability as a double wage earner family where both spouses contribute 
equally to the income?

No

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 1)? 

169%

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 2)? 

112%

Building credit

What is the minimum loan amount covered in the private credit bureau or public credit registry (as % of income per capita)? 0%

Are Microfinance Institutions providers of information to private credit bureaus or public credit registries? N/A

Going to court

Is there a small claims court or fast track procedure for small claims? Yes

If so, what is the maximum amount for a small claim (as % of income per capita)? 6%
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switzerlAnd Female population: 3,901,338
Female labor force participation: 75%

OECD  High income
High income

Accessing institutions

Do men and women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Do married men and married women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Using property

Do men and women have equal ownership rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Do men and women have equal inheritance rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Getting a job

Working hours and industry restrictions

Can women work the same night hours as men? Yes

Can women work in all industries? Yes

Can pregnant and nursing mothers work the same hours and in the same industries as men and other women? Yes

Parental benefits—maternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid maternity leave for women employees? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 112

What percentage of wages is paid during maternity leave? 80%

Who pays maternity leave benefits? Employer

What is the mandatory minimum length of unpaid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

Parental benefits—paternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid paternity leave? No

What is the mandatory minimum length of paternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

If paternity leave is paid, who pays the benefits? N/A

Retirement age

What is the statutory retirement age for men in the private sector? 65

What is the statutory retirement age for women in the private sector? 64

What is the minimum pensionable age for men? 65

What is the minimum pensionable age for women? 64

In the private sector, is it mandatory to retire at the statutory retirement age? No

Dealing with taxes

Direct differentiation

Is joint filing allowed? Yes

Do men and women face the same personal income tax liability? Yes

What is a woman’s tax liability as percentage of a man’s? 100%

Indirect differentiation

Does single wage earner family face the same tax liability as a double wage earner family where both spouses contribute 
equally to the income?

Yes

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 1)? 

100%

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 2)? 

100%

Building credit

What is the minimum loan amount covered in the private credit bureau or public credit registry (as % of income per capita)? 1%

Are Microfinance Institutions providers of information to private credit bureaus or public credit registries? N/A

Going to court

Is there a small claims court or fast track procedure for small claims? No

If so, what is the maximum amount for a small claim (as % of income per capita)? N/A
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syriAn ArAb republiC Female population: 10,514,498
Female labor force participation: 22%

Middle East & North Africa
Lower middle income

Accessing institutions
Do men and women have equal capacity by law? No
Do married men and married women have equal capacity by law? No

Using property

Do men and women have equal ownership rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Do men and women have equal inheritance rights over movable and immovable property? No

Getting a job

Working hours and industry restrictions

Can women work the same night hours as men? No

Can women work in all industries? No

Can pregnant and nursing mothers work the same hours and in the same industries as men and other women? Yes

Parental benefits—maternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid maternity leave for women employees? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 60

What percentage of wages is paid during maternity leave? 100%

Who pays maternity leave benefits? Employer

What is the mandatory minimum length of unpaid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

Parental benefits—paternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid paternity leave? No

What is the mandatory minimum length of paternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

If paternity leave is paid, who pays the benefits? N/A

Retirement age

What is the statutory retirement age for men in the private sector? 60

What is the statutory retirement age for women in the private sector? 55

What is the minimum pensionable age for men? 60

What is the minimum pensionable age for women? 55

In the private sector, is it mandatory to retire at the statutory retirement age? No

Dealing with taxes

Direct differentiation

Is joint filing allowed? -

Do men and women face the same personal income tax liability? -

What is a woman’s tax liability as percentage of a man’s? -

Indirect differentiation

Does single wage earner family face the same tax liability as a double wage earner family where both spouses contribute 
equally to the income?

-

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 1)? 

-

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 2)? 

-

Building credit

What is the minimum loan amount covered in the private credit bureau or public credit registry (as % of income per capita)? N/A

Are Microfinance Institutions providers of information to private credit bureaus or public credit registries? No

Going to court

Is there a small claims court or fast track procedure for small claims? Yes

If so, what is the maximum amount for a small claim (as % of income per capita)? 8%



1 6 2 W O M E N ,  B U S I N E S S  A N D  T H E  L A W  2 0 1 0

tAiwAn, ChinA Female population: ..
Female labor force participation: ..

East Asia & Pacific
High income

Accessing institutions

Do men and women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Do married men and married women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Using property

Do men and women have equal ownership rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Do men and women have equal inheritance rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Getting a job

Working hours and industry restrictions

Can women work the same night hours as men? Yes

Can women work in all industries? Yes

Can pregnant and nursing mothers work the same hours and in the same industries as men and other women? Yes

Parental benefits—maternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid maternity leave for women employees? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 56

What percentage of wages is paid during maternity leave? 100%

Who pays maternity leave benefits? Employer

What is the mandatory minimum length of unpaid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 730

Parental benefits—paternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid paternity leave? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paternity leave (in calendar days)? 2

If paternity leave is paid, who pays the benefits? Yes, employer

Retirement age

What is the statutory retirement age for men in the private sector? 65

What is the statutory retirement age for women in the private sector? 65

What is the minimum pensionable age for men? 65

What is the minimum pensionable age for women? 65

In the private sector, is it mandatory to retire at the statutory retirement age? Yes

Dealing with taxes

Direct differentiation

Is joint filing allowed? Yes

Do men and women face the same personal income tax liability? Yes

What is a woman’s tax liability as percentage of a man’s? 100%

Indirect differentiation

Does single wage earner family face the same tax liability as a double wage earner family where both spouses contribute 
equally to the income?

No

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 1)? 

171%

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 2)? 

130%

Building credit

What is the minimum loan amount covered in the private credit bureau or public credit registry (as % of income per capita)? 0%

Are Microfinance Institutions providers of information to private credit bureaus or public credit registries? Yes

Going to court

Is there a small claims court or fast track procedure for small claims? Yes

If so, what is the maximum amount for a small claim (as % of income per capita)? 18%



1 6 3W O M E N ,  B U S I N E S S  A N D  T H E  L A W  2 0 1 0

tAnzAniA Female population: 21,313,615
Female labor force participation: 89%

Sub-Saharan Africa
Low income

Accessing institutions
Do men and women have equal capacity by law? No
Do married men and married women have equal capacity by law? No

Using property

Do men and women have equal ownership rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Do men and women have equal inheritance rights over movable and immovable property? No

Getting a job

Working hours and industry restrictions

Can women work the same night hours as men? Yes

Can women work in all industries? Yes

Can pregnant and nursing mothers work the same hours and in the same industries as men and other women? No

Parental benefits—maternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid maternity leave for women employees? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 84

What percentage of wages is paid during maternity leave? 100%

Who pays maternity leave benefits? Employer

What is the mandatory minimum length of unpaid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

Parental benefits—paternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid paternity leave? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paternity leave (in calendar days)? 3

If paternity leave is paid, who pays the benefits? Yes, employer

Retirement age

What is the statutory retirement age for men in the private sector? 60

What is the statutory retirement age for women in the private sector? 60

What is the minimum pensionable age for men? 55

What is the minimum pensionable age for women? 55

In the private sector, is it mandatory to retire at the statutory retirement age? No

Dealing with taxes

Direct differentiation

Is joint filing allowed? No

Do men and women face the same personal income tax liability? Yes

What is a woman’s tax liability as percentage of a man’s? 100%

Indirect differentiation

Does single wage earner family face the same tax liability as a double wage earner family where both spouses contribute 
equally to the income?

No

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 1)? 

No tax liability

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 2)? 

128%

Building credit

What is the minimum loan amount covered in the private credit bureau or public credit registry (as % of income per capita)? N/A

Are Microfinance Institutions providers of information to private credit bureaus or public credit registries? No

Going to court

Is there a small claims court or fast track procedure for small claims? No

If so, what is the maximum amount for a small claim (as % of income per capita)? N/A



1 6 4 W O M E N ,  B U S I N E S S  A N D  T H E  L A W  2 0 1 0

thAilAnd Female population: 34,231,739
Female labor force participation: 70%

East Asia & Pacific
Lower middle income

Accessing institutions

Do men and women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Do married men and married women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Using property

Do men and women have equal ownership rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Do men and women have equal inheritance rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Getting a job

Working hours and industry restrictions

Can women work the same night hours as men? Yes

Can women work in all industries? No

Can pregnant and nursing mothers work the same hours and in the same industries as men and other women? No

Parental benefits—maternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid maternity leave for women employees? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 45

What percentage of wages is paid during maternity leave? 100%

Who pays maternity leave benefits? Employer

What is the mandatory minimum length of unpaid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 45

Parental benefits—paternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid paternity leave? No

What is the mandatory minimum length of paternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

If paternity leave is paid, who pays the benefits? N/A

Retirement age

What is the statutory retirement age for men in the private sector? 55

What is the statutory retirement age for women in the private sector? 55

What is the minimum pensionable age for men? 55

What is the minimum pensionable age for women? 55

In the private sector, is it mandatory to retire at the statutory retirement age? No

Dealing with taxes

Direct differentiation

Is joint filing allowed? No

Do men and women face the same personal income tax liability? Yes

What is a woman’s tax liability as percentage of a man’s? 100%

Indirect differentiation

Does single wage earner family face the same tax liability as a double wage earner family where both spouses contribute 
equally to the income?

No

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 1)? 

249%

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 2)? 

164%

Building credit

What is the minimum loan amount covered in the private credit bureau or public credit registry (as % of income per capita)? 0%

Are Microfinance Institutions providers of information to private credit bureaus or public credit registries? Yes

Going to court

Is there a small claims court or fast track procedure for small claims? No

If so, what is the maximum amount for a small claim (as % of income per capita)? N/A



1 6 5W O M E N ,  B U S I N E S S  A N D  T H E  L A W  2 0 1 0

togo Female population: 3,262,055
Female labor force participation: 53%

Sub-Saharan Africa
Low income

Accessing institutions
Do men and women have equal capacity by law? No
Do married men and married women have equal capacity by law? No

Using property

Do men and women have equal ownership rights over movable and immovable property? No

Do men and women have equal inheritance rights over movable and immovable property? No

Getting a job

Working hours and industry restrictions

Can women work the same night hours as men? Yes

Can women work in all industries? Yes

Can pregnant and nursing mothers work the same hours and in the same industries as men and other women? No

Parental benefits—maternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid maternity leave for women employees? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 98

What percentage of wages is paid during maternity leave? 100%

Who pays maternity leave benefits? Employer and government

What is the mandatory minimum length of unpaid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

Parental benefits—paternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid paternity leave? No

What is the mandatory minimum length of paternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

If paternity leave is paid, who pays the benefits? N/A

Retirement age

What is the statutory retirement age for men in the private sector? 60

What is the statutory retirement age for women in the private sector? 60

What is the minimum pensionable age for men? 60

What is the minimum pensionable age for women? 60

In the private sector, is it mandatory to retire at the statutory retirement age? No

Dealing with taxes

Direct differentiation

Is joint filing allowed? No

Do men and women face the same personal income tax liability? Yes

What is a woman’s tax liability as percentage of a man’s? 100%

Indirect differentiation

Does single wage earner family face the same tax liability as a double wage earner family where both spouses contribute 
equally to the income?

Yes

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 1)? 

100%

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 2)? 

100%

Building credit

What is the minimum loan amount covered in the private credit bureau or public credit registry (as % of income per capita)? 2570%

Are Microfinance Institutions providers of information to private credit bureaus or public credit registries? No

Going to court

Is there a small claims court or fast track procedure for small claims? No

If so, what is the maximum amount for a small claim (as % of income per capita)? N/A



1 6 6 W O M E N ,  B U S I N E S S  A N D  T H E  L A W  2 0 1 0

turkey Female population: 36,777,724
Female labor force participation: 26%

Eastern Europe & Central Asia
Upper middle income

Accessing institutions

Do men and women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Do married men and married women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Using property

Do men and women have equal ownership rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Do men and women have equal inheritance rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Getting a job

Working hours and industry restrictions

Can women work the same night hours as men? No

Can women work in all industries? No

Can pregnant and nursing mothers work the same hours and in the same industries as men and other women? No

Parental benefits—maternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid maternity leave for women employees? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 112

What percentage of wages is paid during maternity leave? 67%

Who pays maternity leave benefits? Government

What is the mandatory minimum length of unpaid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 180

Parental benefits—paternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid paternity leave? No

What is the mandatory minimum length of paternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

If paternity leave is paid, who pays the benefits? N/A

Retirement age

What is the statutory retirement age for men in the private sector? 60

What is the statutory retirement age for women in the private sector? 58

What is the minimum pensionable age for men? 60

What is the minimum pensionable age for women? 58

In the private sector, is it mandatory to retire at the statutory retirement age? No

Dealing with taxes

Direct differentiation

Is joint filing allowed? No

Do men and women face the same personal income tax liability? Yes

What is a woman’s tax liability as percentage of a man’s? 100%

Indirect differentiation

Does single wage earner family face the same tax liability as a double wage earner family where both spouses contribute 
equally to the income?

No

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 1)? 

154%

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 2)? 

136%

Building credit

What is the minimum loan amount covered in the private credit bureau or public credit registry (as % of income per capita)? 0%

Are Microfinance Institutions providers of information to private credit bureaus or public credit registries? No

Going to court

Is there a small claims court or fast track procedure for small claims? Yes

If so, what is the maximum amount for a small claim (as % of income per capita)? 7%
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ugAndA Female population: 15,807,008
Female labor force participation: 84%

Sub-Saharan Africa
Low income

Accessing institutions
Do men and women have equal capacity by law? No
Do married men and married women have equal capacity by law? No

Using property

Do men and women have equal ownership rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Do men and women have equal inheritance rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Getting a job

Working hours and industry restrictions

Can women work the same night hours as men? Yes

Can women work in all industries? Yes

Can pregnant and nursing mothers work the same hours and in the same industries as men and other women? Yes

Parental benefits—maternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid maternity leave for women employees? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 60

What percentage of wages is paid during maternity leave? 100%

Who pays maternity leave benefits? Employer

What is the mandatory minimum length of unpaid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 180

Parental benefits—paternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid paternity leave? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paternity leave (in calendar days)? 4

If paternity leave is paid, who pays the benefits? Yes, employer

Retirement age

What is the statutory retirement age for men in the private sector? 55

What is the statutory retirement age for women in the private sector? 55

What is the minimum pensionable age for men? 50

What is the minimum pensionable age for women? 50

In the private sector, is it mandatory to retire at the statutory retirement age? No

Dealing with taxes

Direct differentiation

Is joint filing allowed? No

Do men and women face the same personal income tax liability? Yes

What is a woman’s tax liability as percentage of a man’s? 100%

Indirect differentiation

Does single wage earner family face the same tax liability as a double wage earner family where both spouses contribute 
equally to the income?

No

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 1)? 

7507%

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 2)? 

125%

Building credit

What is the minimum loan amount covered in the private credit bureau or public credit registry (as % of income per capita)? N/A

Are Microfinance Institutions providers of information to private credit bureaus or public credit registries? No

Going to court

Is there a small claims court or fast track procedure for small claims? No

If so, what is the maximum amount for a small claim (as % of income per capita)? N/A



1 6 8 W O M E N ,  B U S I N E S S  A N D  T H E  L A W  2 0 1 0

ukrAine Female population: 24,921,809
Female labor force participation: 64%

Eastern Europe & Central Asia
Lower middle income

Accessing institutions

Do men and women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Do married men and married women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Using property

Do men and women have equal ownership rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Do men and women have equal inheritance rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Getting a job

Working hours and industry restrictions

Can women work the same night hours as men? No

Can women work in all industries? No

Can pregnant and nursing mothers work the same hours and in the same industries as men and other women? No

Parental benefits—maternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid maternity leave for women employees? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 126

What percentage of wages is paid during maternity leave? 100%

Who pays maternity leave benefits? Government

What is the mandatory minimum length of unpaid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 1095

Parental benefits—paternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid paternity leave? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paternity leave (in calendar days)? 1095

If paternity leave is paid, who pays the benefits? No

Retirement age

What is the statutory retirement age for men in the private sector? 60

What is the statutory retirement age for women in the private sector? 55

What is the minimum pensionable age for men? 58.5

What is the minimum pensionable age for women? 53.5

In the private sector, is it mandatory to retire at the statutory retirement age? No

Dealing with taxes

Direct differentiation

Is joint filing allowed? No

Do men and women face the same personal income tax liability? Yes

What is a woman’s tax liability as percentage of a man’s? 100%

Indirect differentiation

Does single wage earner family face the same tax liability as a double wage earner family where both spouses contribute 
equally to the income?

Yes

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 1)? 

100%

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 2)? 

100%

Building credit

What is the minimum loan amount covered in the private credit bureau or public credit registry (as % of income per capita)? 0%

Are Microfinance Institutions providers of information to private credit bureaus or public credit registries? No

Going to court

Is there a small claims court or fast track procedure for small claims? No

If so, what is the maximum amount for a small claim (as % of income per capita)? N/A
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united ArAb emirAtes Female population: 1,457,658
Female labor force participation: 41%

Middle East & North Africa
High income

Accessing institutions
Do men and women have equal capacity by law? No
Do married men and married women have equal capacity by law? No

Using property

Do men and women have equal ownership rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Do men and women have equal inheritance rights over movable and immovable property? No

Getting a job

Working hours and industry restrictions

Can women work the same night hours as men? No

Can women work in all industries? No

Can pregnant and nursing mothers work the same hours and in the same industries as men and other women? Yes

Parental benefits—maternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid maternity leave for women employees? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 45

What percentage of wages is paid during maternity leave? 100%

Who pays maternity leave benefits? Employer

What is the mandatory minimum length of unpaid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

Parental benefits—paternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid paternity leave? No

What is the mandatory minimum length of paternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

If paternity leave is paid, who pays the benefits? N/A

Retirement age

What is the statutory retirement age for men in the private sector? 60

What is the statutory retirement age for women in the private sector? 60

What is the minimum pensionable age for men? 60

What is the minimum pensionable age for women? 60

In the private sector, is it mandatory to retire at the statutory retirement age? Yes

Dealing with taxes

Direct differentiation

Is joint filing allowed? N/A

Do men and women face the same personal income tax liability? Yes

What is a woman’s tax liability as percentage of a man’s? 100%

Indirect differentiation

Does single wage earner family face the same tax liability as a double wage earner family where both spouses contribute 
equally to the income?

Yes

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 1)? 

100%

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 2)? 

100%

Building credit

What is the minimum loan amount covered in the private credit bureau or public credit registry (as % of income per capita)? 0%

Are Microfinance Institutions providers of information to private credit bureaus or public credit registries? N/A

Going to court

Is there a small claims court or fast track procedure for small claims? No

If so, what is the maximum amount for a small claim (as % of income per capita)? N/A



1 7 0 W O M E N ,  B U S I N E S S  A N D  T H E  L A W  2 0 1 0

united kingdom Female population: 31,298,587
Female labor force participation: 70%

OECD  High income
High income

Accessing institutions

Do men and women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Do married men and married women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Using property

Do men and women have equal ownership rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Do men and women have equal inheritance rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Getting a job

Working hours and industry restrictions

Can women work the same night hours as men? Yes

Can women work in all industries? Yes

Can pregnant and nursing mothers work the same hours and in the same industries as men and other women? Yes

Parental benefits—maternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid maternity leave for women employees? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 365

What percentage of wages is paid during maternity leave? 90%

Who pays maternity leave benefits? Employer and government

What is the mandatory minimum length of unpaid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

Parental benefits—paternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid paternity leave? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paternity leave (in calendar days)? 14

If paternity leave is paid, who pays the benefits? -

Retirement age

What is the statutory retirement age for men in the private sector? 65

What is the statutory retirement age for women in the private sector? 65

What is the minimum pensionable age for men? 65

What is the minimum pensionable age for women? 65

In the private sector, is it mandatory to retire at the statutory retirement age? No

Dealing with taxes

Direct differentiation

Is joint filing allowed? No

Do men and women face the same personal income tax liability? Yes

What is a woman’s tax liability as percentage of a man’s? 100%

Indirect differentiation

Does single wage earner family face the same tax liability as a double wage earner family where both spouses contribute 
equally to the income?

No

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 1)? 

131%

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 2)? 

154%

Building credit

What is the minimum loan amount covered in the private credit bureau or public credit registry (as % of income per capita)? 0%

Are Microfinance Institutions providers of information to private credit bureaus or public credit registries? N/A

Going to court

Is there a small claims court or fast track procedure for small claims? Yes

If so, what is the maximum amount for a small claim (as % of income per capita)? 21%
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united stAtes Female population: 154,108,820
Female labor force participation: 69%

OECD  High income
High income

Accessing institutions
Do men and women have equal capacity by law? Yes
Do married men and married women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Using property

Do men and women have equal ownership rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Do men and women have equal inheritance rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Getting a job

Working hours and industry restrictions

Can women work the same night hours as men? Yes

Can women work in all industries? Yes

Can pregnant and nursing mothers work the same hours and in the same industries as men and other women? Yes

Parental benefits—maternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid maternity leave for women employees? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

What percentage of wages is paid during maternity leave? 0%

Who pays maternity leave benefits? N/A

What is the mandatory minimum length of unpaid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 84

Parental benefits—paternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid paternity leave? No

What is the mandatory minimum length of paternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

If paternity leave is paid, who pays the benefits? N/A

Retirement age

What is the statutory retirement age for men in the private sector? 65

What is the statutory retirement age for women in the private sector? 65

What is the minimum pensionable age for men? 62

What is the minimum pensionable age for women? 62

In the private sector, is it mandatory to retire at the statutory retirement age? No

Dealing with taxes

Direct differentiation

Is joint filing allowed? Yes

Do men and women face the same personal income tax liability? Yes

What is a woman’s tax liability as percentage of a man’s? 100%

Indirect differentiation

Does single wage earner family face the same tax liability as a double wage earner family where both spouses contribute 
equally to the income?

No

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 1)? 

266%

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 2)? 

130%

Building credit

What is the minimum loan amount covered in the private credit bureau or public credit registry (as % of income per capita)? 0%

Are Microfinance Institutions providers of information to private credit bureaus or public credit registries? N/A

Going to court

Is there a small claims court or fast track procedure for small claims? Yes

If so, what is the maximum amount for a small claim (as % of income per capita)? 11%
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uruguAy Female population: 1,725,378
Female labor force participation: 64%

Latin America & Caribbean
Upper middle income

Accessing institutions

Do men and women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Do married men and married women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Using property

Do men and women have equal ownership rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Do men and women have equal inheritance rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Getting a job

Working hours and industry restrictions

Can women work the same night hours as men? Yes

Can women work in all industries? Yes

Can pregnant and nursing mothers work the same hours and in the same industries as men and other women? Yes

Parental benefits—maternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid maternity leave for women employees? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 84

What percentage of wages is paid during maternity leave? 100%

Who pays maternity leave benefits? Government

What is the mandatory minimum length of unpaid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

Parental benefits—paternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid paternity leave? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paternity leave (in calendar days)? 3

If paternity leave is paid, who pays the benefits? Yes, source of cash benefits unavailable

Retirement age

What is the statutory retirement age for men in the private sector? 60

What is the statutory retirement age for women in the private sector? 60

What is the minimum pensionable age for men? 60

What is the minimum pensionable age for women? 60

In the private sector, is it mandatory to retire at the statutory retirement age? No

Dealing with taxes

Direct differentiation

Is joint filing allowed? Yes

Do men and women face the same personal income tax liability? Yes

What is a woman’s tax liability as percentage of a man’s? 100%

Indirect differentiation

Does single wage earner family face the same tax liability as a double wage earner family where both spouses contribute 
equally to the income?

No

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 1)? 

206%

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 2)? 

117%

Building credit

What is the minimum loan amount covered in the private credit bureau or public credit registry (as % of income per capita)? 0%

Are Microfinance Institutions providers of information to private credit bureaus or public credit registries? Yes

Going to court

Is there a small claims court or fast track procedure for small claims? No

If so, what is the maximum amount for a small claim (as % of income per capita)? N/A
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uzbekistAn Female population: 13,735,230
Female labor force participation: 62%

Eastern Europe & Central Asia
Low income

Accessing institutions
Do men and women have equal capacity by law? Yes
Do married men and married women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Using property

Do men and women have equal ownership rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Do men and women have equal inheritance rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Getting a job

Working hours and industry restrictions

Can women work the same night hours as men? Yes

Can women work in all industries? No

Can pregnant and nursing mothers work the same hours and in the same industries as men and other women? No

Parental benefits—maternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid maternity leave for women employees? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 126

What percentage of wages is paid during maternity leave? 100%

Who pays maternity leave benefits? Employer and government

What is the mandatory minimum length of unpaid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 730

Parental benefits—paternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid paternity leave? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paternity leave (in calendar days)? 730

If paternity leave is paid, who pays the benefits? No

Retirement age

What is the statutory retirement age for men in the private sector? 60

What is the statutory retirement age for women in the private sector? 55

What is the minimum pensionable age for men? 60

What is the minimum pensionable age for women? 55

In the private sector, is it mandatory to retire at the statutory retirement age? Yes

Dealing with taxes

Direct differentiation

Is joint filing allowed? No

Do men and women face the same personal income tax liability? Yes

What is a woman’s tax liability as percentage of a man’s? 100%

Indirect differentiation

Does single wage earner family face the same tax liability as a double wage earner family where both spouses contribute 
equally to the income?

No

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 1)? 

129%

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 2)? 

129%

Building credit

What is the minimum loan amount covered in the private credit bureau or public credit registry (as % of income per capita)? 0%

Are Microfinance Institutions providers of information to private credit bureaus or public credit registries? No

Going to court

Is there a small claims court or fast track procedure for small claims? No

If so, what is the maximum amount for a small claim (as % of income per capita)? N/A
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VenezuelA, r.b. Female population: 13,911,475
Female labor force participation: 55%

Latin America & Caribbean
Upper middle income

Accessing institutions

Do men and women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Do married men and married women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Using property

Do men and women have equal ownership rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Do men and women have equal inheritance rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Getting a job

Working hours and industry restrictions

Can women work the same night hours as men? Yes

Can women work in all industries? Yes

Can pregnant and nursing mothers work the same hours and in the same industries as men and other women? No

Parental benefits—maternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid maternity leave for women employees? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 126

What percentage of wages is paid during maternity leave? 100%

Who pays maternity leave benefits? Employer and government

What is the mandatory minimum length of unpaid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

Parental benefits—paternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid paternity leave? No

What is the mandatory minimum length of paternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

If paternity leave is paid, who pays the benefits? N/A

Retirement age

What is the statutory retirement age for men in the private sector? 60

What is the statutory retirement age for women in the private sector? 55

What is the minimum pensionable age for men? 60

What is the minimum pensionable age for women? 55

In the private sector, is it mandatory to retire at the statutory retirement age? Yes

Dealing with taxes

Direct differentiation

Is joint filing allowed? Yes

Do men and women face the same personal income tax liability? Yes

What is a woman’s tax liability as percentage of a man’s? 100%

Indirect differentiation

Does single wage earner family face the same tax liability as a double wage earner family where both spouses contribute 
equally to the income?

Yes

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 1)? 

100%

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 2)? 

154%

Building credit

What is the minimum loan amount covered in the private credit bureau or public credit registry (as % of income per capita)? N/A

Are Microfinance Institutions providers of information to private credit bureaus or public credit registries? No

Going to court

Is there a small claims court or fast track procedure for small claims? No

If so, what is the maximum amount for a small claim (as % of income per capita)? N/A
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VietnAm Female population: 43,674,335
Female labor force participation: 75%

East Asia & Pacific
Low income

Accessing institutions
Do men and women have equal capacity by law? Yes
Do married men and married women have equal capacity by law? Yes

Using property

Do men and women have equal ownership rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Do men and women have equal inheritance rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Getting a job

Working hours and industry restrictions

Can women work the same night hours as men? Yes

Can women work in all industries? No

Can pregnant and nursing mothers work the same hours and in the same industries as men and other women? No

Parental benefits—maternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid maternity leave for women employees? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 120

What percentage of wages is paid during maternity leave? 100%

Who pays maternity leave benefits? Government

What is the mandatory minimum length of unpaid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

Parental benefits—paternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid paternity leave? No

What is the mandatory minimum length of paternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

If paternity leave is paid, who pays the benefits? N/A

Retirement age

What is the statutory retirement age for men in the private sector? 60

What is the statutory retirement age for women in the private sector? 55

What is the minimum pensionable age for men? 60

What is the minimum pensionable age for women? 55

In the private sector, is it mandatory to retire at the statutory retirement age? No

Dealing with taxes

Direct differentiation

Is joint filing allowed? No

Do men and women face the same personal income tax liability? Yes

What is a woman’s tax liability as percentage of a man’s? 100%

Indirect differentiation

Does single wage earner family face the same tax liability as a double wage earner family where both spouses contribute 
equally to the income?

No

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 1)? 

No tax liability

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 2)? 

180%

Building credit

What is the minimum loan amount covered in the private credit bureau or public credit registry (as % of income per capita)? 0%

Are Microfinance Institutions providers of information to private credit bureaus or public credit registries? No

Going to court

Is there a small claims court or fast track procedure for small claims? No

If so, what is the maximum amount for a small claim (as % of income per capita)? N/A
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yemen, rep. Female population: 11,394,438
Female labor force participation: 23%

Middle East & North Africa
Low income

Accessing institutions

Do men and women have equal capacity by law? No

Do married men and married women have equal capacity by law? No

Using property

Do men and women have equal ownership rights over movable and immovable property? Yes

Do men and women have equal inheritance rights over movable and immovable property? No

Getting a job

Working hours and industry restrictions

Can women work the same night hours as men? No

Can women work in all industries? No

Can pregnant and nursing mothers work the same hours and in the same industries as men and other women? Yes

Parental benefits—maternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid maternity leave for women employees? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 60

What percentage of wages is paid during maternity leave? 100%

Who pays maternity leave benefits? Employer

What is the mandatory minimum length of unpaid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

Parental benefits—paternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid paternity leave? No

What is the mandatory minimum length of paternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

If paternity leave is paid, who pays the benefits? N/A

Retirement age

What is the statutory retirement age for men in the private sector? 60

What is the statutory retirement age for women in the private sector? 55

What is the minimum pensionable age for men? 50

What is the minimum pensionable age for women? 46

In the private sector, is it mandatory to retire at the statutory retirement age? No

Dealing with taxes

Direct differentiation

Is joint filing allowed? Yes

Do men and women face the same personal income tax liability? Yes

What is a woman’s tax liability as percentage of a man’s? 100%

Indirect differentiation

Does single wage earner family face the same tax liability as a double wage earner family where both spouses contribute 
equally to the income?

-

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 1)? 

-

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 2)? 

-

Building credit

What is the minimum loan amount covered in the private credit bureau or public credit registry (as % of income per capita)? 236%

Are Microfinance Institutions providers of information to private credit bureaus or public credit registries? No

Going to court

Is there a small claims court or fast track procedure for small claims? No

If so, what is the maximum amount for a small claim (as % of income per capita)? N/A
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zAmbiA Female population: 6,327,412
Female labor force participation: 60%

Sub-Saharan Africa
Low income

Accessing institutions
Do men and women have equal capacity by law? -
Do married men and married women have equal capacity by law? -

Using property

Do men and women have equal ownership rights over movable and immovable property? -

Do men and women have equal inheritance rights over movable and immovable property? No

Getting a job

Working hours and industry restrictions

Can women work the same night hours as men? Yes

Can women work in all industries? Yes

Can pregnant and nursing mothers work the same hours and in the same industries as men and other women? Yes

Parental benefits—maternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid maternity leave for women employees? Yes

What is the mandatory minimum length of paid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 84

What percentage of wages is paid during maternity leave? 100%

Who pays maternity leave benefits? Employer

What is the mandatory minimum length of unpaid maternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

Parental benefits—paternity

Does the government mandate paid or unpaid paternity leave? No

What is the mandatory minimum length of paternity leave (in calendar days)? 0

If paternity leave is paid, who pays the benefits? N/A

Retirement age

What is the statutory retirement age for men in the private sector? 55

What is the statutory retirement age for women in the private sector? 55

What is the minimum pensionable age for men? 50

What is the minimum pensionable age for women? 50

In the private sector, is it mandatory to retire at the statutory retirement age? Yes

Dealing with taxes

Direct differentiation

Is joint filing allowed? No

Do men and women face the same personal income tax liability? Yes

What is a woman’s tax liability as percentage of a man’s? 100%

Indirect differentiation

Does single wage earner family face the same tax liability as a double wage earner family where both spouses contribute 
equally to the income?

No

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 1)? 

394%

What is the tax liability of a single wage earner family as percentage of the tax liability of a double wage earner family 
where both adults contribute equally to the income (option 2)? 

157%

Building credit

What is the minimum loan amount covered in the private credit bureau or public credit registry (as % of income per capita)? 0%

Are Microfinance Institutions providers of information to private credit bureaus or public credit registries? Yes

Going to court

Is there a small claims court or fast track procedure for small claims? Yes

If so, what is the maximum amount for a small claim (as % of income per capita)? 104%
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Women, Business and the Law 2010 is a pilot report 

examining laws and regulations affecting women’s 

prospects as entrepreneurs and employees. The 

report’s quantitative indicators are intended to inform 

research and policy discussions on how to improve 
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