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Generally accepted traditional domains of ECD



Key messages 
 ECD is a holistic concept (across developmental domains and 

across the ecological model)

 Development and learning doesn’t start at school.  Learning is 
cumulative. 

 Trajectories between those that are school ready versus those 
that aren’t are likely to expand during their journey through 
school.

 A lack of ECD on any domain predicts later poor academic 
achievement and “non-cognitive” outcomes.

 A lack of early years holistic development has life long 
consequences



Importance of Assessment and Measurement

 gain an understanding the status whether of children’s 
development at a point of time – to shine a light on the hidden 
problems

 Inform design of interventions to address critical issues identified 
– to act on evidence

 inform how services and supports should be targeted so that 
the positive influences are maximised across populations – to
monitor implementation 

 track changes over time and evaluate if policies and 
interventions are achieving the program’s goals – to measure if 
the intended objectives are achieved

 inform policy around where further investments and supports 
should be targeted - to inform stakeholders in making policy 
decisions.





Key considerations for implementation
 School readiness is a holistic concept => complex 
 Know your purpose as that will help guide your choice of instrument 

and content
o for monitoring,
o for evaluation,
o for screening,
o for identifying and diagnose

 If we want to use the evidence to drive local policy and programs 
then we need to consider an instruments content in terms of:
o Local ECD context
o Cultural relevance
o Instruments predictive validity and sensitivity to change (if we’re 

to monitor/evaluate the impact of any change in 
policy/programming)



Key considerations for implementation (cont’)

 Know your resources, both implementation and financial 
capacity:  
o License charges
o Direct assessment versus survey
o Sample versus population wide
o Enumerators,
o Training/travel costs
o Process and method
o Timelines, etc.

 International comparison vs Locally relevant



Invest Early, 
Invest Smartly, 
Invest for All!

Thank you! 
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