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• Scope of the data

• Country coverage and frequency of collection

• Methodology 

• Comparative advantage and limitations

• Application for diagnostic work to inform NFIS and measurement of 

NFIS results (inc. country examples if possible)

• Data access



National Surveys 2015-2016 and Financial diaries 

2014-2015
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• [Text]
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National Surveys: three questionnaires to capture 

household and individual information
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Definition of smallholders used
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Survey sampling

Sample Design
The smallholder household surveys are nationally representative with a target sample size of 3,000 
smallholder households.

Sampling Frame
The sampling frame for the smallholder household survey is the list of enumeration areas (EAs) created 
for the 2014-15 National Population and Housing Census in each country.

Questionnaire Implementation
To capture the complexity of smallholder households, the questionnaire consisted of three parts, with 
certain questions asked of all relevant individuals in the household, not just one household member.

Data Collection
The questionnaire was translated into the main country languages and then pretested and validated in 
all languages to ensure that the integrity and  appropriateness of the questions were in line with social 
and cultural customs. Data collection was made using computer assisted data collection tools that 
regularly yielded data for analysis and quality control  to provide timely feedback to field staff. The 
survey was implemented by Intermedia and its country partners.
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Applications for NFIS

Focused on the smallholder segments
It represents a representative snapshot of the whole smallholder population in the country, which is 
unique as other representative surveys only capture the rural population or the agricultural sector 
overall. Provides useful data that can be used to make inferences on the state of financial inclusion of 
and providers reaching this vulnerable population segment highlighting links to many other dimensions 
related to gender, agricultural and non-agricultural livelihoods and risks

Designed to inform a holistic multi-sector policy mix
The holistic coverage of smallholder livelihoods enables a representative look at the diversity of 
economic activities and illustrates how linkages between the agricultural and non-agricultural sectors 
can promote overall welfare improvements. The data has informed the National Financial Inclusion 
Strategy in Tanzania and Cote d’Ivoire to illustrate the need to coordinate with other policies around 
agriculture development, trade, and social protection. 

Limitations
CGAP will not continue to conduct these surveys. The original purpose was to contribute to the 
understanding of smallholders’ financial lives and provide knowledge on how countries may carry out 
such surveys going forward.
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Visit the CGAP collection to access all data and 

knowledge products

CGAP collection:

Customer insights on 

smallholder

Families

https://www.cgap.org/topics/collections/smallholder-families/demand-financial-services
https://www.cgap.org/topics/collections/smallholder-families/demand-financial-services
https://www.cgap.org/topics/collections/smallholder-families/demand-financial-services


Thank you!

Questions?


