
MENA Chief Economist Seminar Series FY 21 

Date Title Speaker 
 

December 17, 2020 Fiscal Expenditure Consolidation and Sovereign Debt 
Relief: Front-Loaded or Back Loaded 

Presentation 

Tamon Asonuma 

December 14, 2020 Do work-permit-kickback payments affect happiness of 
migrant workers? Evidence from a priming experiment

 among Palestinian workers in Israel 
Presentation 

Haggay Etkes 

December 10, 2020 Socioeconomic Impact of COVID-19 in MENA Countries 
Presentation 

Romeo Gansey 

December 3, 2020 Time for a family reunion: Economics & Epidemiology 
need to work together to end the COVID pandemic 

Presentation  

Dr. Eleanor Murray 

November 19, 2020 Coping with Disasters: Two Centuries of International 
Official Lending 

Presentation 

Christoph Trebesch 

October 29, 2020 In Search of Information: Use of Google Trends’ Data to 
Narrow Information Gaps for Low-income Developing 

Countries 
Presentation 

Futoshi Narita 

September 24, 2020 The Transformative Effects of Privatization in China: A 
Natural Experiment Based on Politician Career Concern 

Presentation 

L. Colin Xu 

September 17, 2020 Power System Implications of Subsidy Removal, 
Regional Electricity Trade and Carbon Constraints in 

MENA Economies 
Presentation 

Govinda R. Timilsina 

September 10, 2020 The Power of Example: Corruption Spurs Corruption 
Presentation 

Nicolas Ajzenman 

September 3, 2020 Libya: The Private Sector Amid Conflict 
Presentation 

Aminur Rahman 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://worldbankgroup.sharepoint.com/sites/MNA/Documents/MENA%20CHIEF%20ECONOMIST%20SEMINAR%20SERIES%20PRESENTATIONS%20AND%20PAPERS/Tamon's%20Presentation.pdf
https://worldbankgroup.sharepoint.com/:p:/r/sites/MNA/_layouts/15/Doc.aspx?sourcedoc=%7B9F7058B8-1D41-4A80-8561-F0E6B8DBD696%7D&file=Haggay%27s%20Slide.pptx&action=edit&mobileredirect=true
https://worldbankgroup.sharepoint.com/:p:/r/sites/MNA/_layouts/15/Doc.aspx?sourcedoc=%7B7129AC28-A0D6-4901-82D5-65770AD0922E%7D&file=Socioeconomic%20impact%20of%20COVID-19%20in%20MENA%20countries_December%2008_2020.pptx&action=edit&mobileredirect=true
https://worldbankgroup.sharepoint.com/:p:/r/sites/MNA/_layouts/15/Doc.aspx?sourcedoc=%7BDFFE6245-8245-44E5-A7D0-97C75CA63254%7D&file=Ellie%20new.pptx&action=edit&mobileredirect=true
https://worldbankgroup.sharepoint.com/:p:/r/sites/MNA/_layouts/15/Doc.aspx?sourcedoc=%7B2EF3877B-6D96-4D89-BDF4-622F0A562A7F%7D&file=HRT%20Disasters%20_%20Nov.%202020%20-%20WorldBank.pptx&action=edit&mobileredirect=true
https://worldbankgroup.sharepoint.com/sites/MNA/Documents/MENA%20CHIEF%20ECONOMIST%20SEMINAR%20SERIES%20PRESENTATIONS%20AND%20PAPERS/GoogleTrendsForLICs_WB_MENA_v2.pdf
https://worldbankgroup.sharepoint.com/:p:/r/sites/MNA/_layouts/15/Doc.aspx?sourcedoc=%7BF40485C1-6241-4847-849F-85A54C4B117A%7D&file=colin.pptx&action=edit&mobileredirect=true
https://worldbankgroup.sharepoint.com/:p:/r/sites/MNA/_layouts/15/Doc.aspx?sourcedoc=%7BD3AA5672-9CC8-4795-BA0D-CC98214EF358%7D&file=Timilsina%20Presentation%20-%20(Sept%2017%202020).pptx&action=edit&mobileredirect=true
https://worldbankgroup.sharepoint.com/sites/MNA/Documents/MENA%20CHIEF%20ECONOMIST%20SEMINAR%20SERIES%20PRESENTATIONS%20AND%20PAPERS/Ajzenman_PPT.pdf
https://worldbankgroup.sharepoint.com/sites/MNA/Documents/MENA%20CHIEF%20ECONOMIST%20SEMINAR%20SERIES%20PRESENTATIONS%20AND%20PAPERS/Libya%20Private%20Sector%20Amid%20Confkict.pdf


 

 

 

 

MENA Chief Economist Seminar Series FY 20 

Date Title Speaker 
 

June 25, 2020 Internationalization of Tertiary Education in MENA: 
Challenges and Opportunities 

Presentation 

Giulia Marchesini 

June 18, 2020 National Oil Companies: Role, Governance and Risks in 
an Evolving Future 

Presentation 

Patrick Heller 

June 16, 2020 Does Austerity Pay Off 
Presentation 

Gernot Muller 

June 11, 2020 Women Rising: In and Beyond the Arab Spring 
Presentation 

 Rita Stephan and 
Mounira M. Charrad 

June 4, 2020 Formal Institutions and Development in Low-Income 
Countries 

Presentation 

Ragnar Torvik 

May 21, 2020 Refugees and Foreign Direct Investment: Quasi-
Experimental Evidence from U.S. Resettlements 

Presentation 

Pierre-Louis Vezina  
 

May 20, 2020 Measurement of Labor Market Outcomes and Female 
Labor Force Participation in MENA 

Presentation 

Nelly El-Mallakh 

May 19, 2020 Macroeconomic Fragility and Debt-data Transparency 
Presentation 

Ha Minh Nguyen 

May 14, 2020 The Impact of COVID-19 on the Egyptian Economy 
Presentation  

Dr. Abla Abdel Latif 
 

 May 13, 2020 Long-term Growth and Data Transparency 
Presentation  

Asif Islam 

May 12, 2020 On the Economics of the Dual Shock in MENA 
Presentation 

Rachel Yuting Fan and 
Daniel Lederman 

May 7, 2020 Competition and Welfare Gains from Transportation 
Infrastructure: Evidence from India and Implications to 

MENA 
Presentation 

Jose Asturias 

May 5, 2020 Transparency for a Time of Crisis and Beyond 
Presentation 

Daniel Lederman 

https://worldbankgroup.sharepoint.com/sites/MNA/Documents/MENA%20CHIEF%20ECONOMIST%20SEMINAR%20SERIES%20PRESENTATIONS%20AND%20PAPERS/Internationalization%20Seminar%2025%20June%20Giulia%20Marchesini%20revised.pdf
https://worldbankgroup.sharepoint.com/:p:/r/sites/MNA/_layouts/15/Doc.aspx?sourcedoc=%7B701E80A0-4752-4C04-9FBF-68720B6E851A%7D&file=National%20oil%20companies_heller_wb%20mena%20chief%20economist%20series%20(002)%20Updated.pptx&action=edit&mobileredirect=true
https://worldbankgroup.sharepoint.com/sites/MNA/Documents/MENA%20CHIEF%20ECONOMIST%20SEMINAR%20SERIES%20PRESENTATIONS%20AND%20PAPERS/Austerity-Gernot.pdf
https://worldbankgroup.sharepoint.com/:p:/r/sites/MNA/_layouts/15/Doc.aspx?sourcedoc=%7B91B5C770-900F-4EF5-99B5-6948AAD9086E%7D&file=2020_06_10%20WorldBank%20WomenRising.pptx&action=edit&mobileredirect=true
https://worldbankgroup.sharepoint.com/:p:/r/sites/MNA/_layouts/15/Doc.aspx?sourcedoc=%7BE943E0AA-7A8C-4C62-A434-03B061A00D6D%7D&file=WBTorvikJune2020%20-%20Ragnar.pptx&action=edit&mobileredirect=true
https://worldbankgroup.sharepoint.com/:p:/r/sites/MNA/_layouts/15/Doc.aspx?sourcedoc=%7BFE90AF14-4EA2-4A4C-B4CD-BCEF9800ED17%7D&file=MaydaParsonsVezinaLondon2019_PL2020%20Pierre.pptx&action=edit&mobileredirect=true
https://worldbankgroup.sharepoint.com/:p:/r/sites/MNA/_layouts/15/Doc.aspx?sourcedoc=%7BDD970B56-B678-4143-BCA0-0FD8CBF7208D%7D&file=ERF%20webinar_El-Mallakh.pptx&action=edit&mobileredirect=true
https://worldbankgroup.sharepoint.com/:p:/r/sites/MNA/_layouts/15/Doc.aspx?sourcedoc=%7BB5D36338-CCAC-4209-B55D-EAAFF80FCAF0%7D&file=Macro%20Fragility%20and%20Data%20Transparency%20Ha.pptm&action=edit&mobileredirect=true
https://worldbankgroup.sharepoint.com/:p:/r/sites/MNA/_layouts/15/Doc.aspx?sourcedoc=%7BEC7016DC-6E76-43F2-A384-04599781B9B5%7D&file=world%20bank%20presentation%20final-%20Dr.%20Abla.pptx&action=edit&mobileredirect=true
https://worldbankgroup.sharepoint.com/:p:/r/sites/MNA/_layouts/15/Doc.aspx?sourcedoc=%7B9E41F2F6-6BAC-4ACF-83F8-4806C1C24319%7D&file=ERF%20Transparency%20%20Asif%20Islam%20-%20April%202020%20MEU%20v3.pptx&action=edit&mobileredirect=true
https://worldbankgroup.sharepoint.com/:p:/r/sites/MNA/_layouts/15/Doc.aspx?sourcedoc=%7B9E41F2F6-6BAC-4ACF-83F8-4806C1C24319%7D&file=ERF%20Transparency%20%20Asif%20Islam%20-%20April%202020%20MEU%20v3.pptx&action=edit&mobileredirect=true
https://worldbankgroup.sharepoint.com/:p:/r/sites/MNA/_layouts/15/Doc.aspx?sourcedoc=%7B9E41F2F6-6BAC-4ACF-83F8-4806C1C24319%7D&file=ERF%20Transparency%20%20Asif%20Islam%20-%20April%202020%20MEU%20v3.pptx&action=edit&mobileredirect=true
https://worldbankgroup.sharepoint.com/:p:/r/sites/MNA/_layouts/15/Doc.aspx?sourcedoc=%7B8F27C439-F85F-4C65-81AA-6B0AB870758F%7D&file=Lederman%20Overview%20ERF%20Webinar%20final.pptx&action=edit&mobileredirect=true


April 30, 2020 The Past, Present and Future of Sovereign Debt 
Presentation 

S. Ali Abbas 

April 23, 2020 Women at Work in the Middle East 
Presentation 

Rima Assi 

April 16, 2020 Covid-19 Coronavirus and Macroeconomic Policy 
Presentation  

Luca Fornaro 

April 7, 2020 Enabling Data Innovation Through Accountability 
Presentation 

Yeong Zee Kin 

April 2, 2020 E-commerce in China: Job Opportunities for Woman 
and Youth 

Presentation  

Xubei Luo 

March 26, 2020 Informality, Frictions, and Macroprudential Policy 
Presentation 

Moez Ben Hassine 

March 19, 2020 Reflecting on 10 years of World Learning's youth 
workforce development programs in Algeria 

Presentation 

Catherine Honeyman 
and Elenor Sohnen 

March 5, 2020 Assessing Oil and Non-Oil GDP Growth from Space: An 
Application to Yemen 2012-17 

Presentation 

Majdi Debbich 

February 27, 2020 Harnessing Digital Technologies to Promote SMEs and 
Inclusive Growth in the MENAP Region 

Presentation 

Inutu Lukonga 

February 20, 2020 What Explain the Gender Gap Reversal in Educational 
Attainment? 
Presentation 

Laurent Bossavie 

February 13, 2020 Selective Sovereign Defaults 
Presentation 

Enrico Mallucci, 

February 6, 2020 

 

Data and Public Policy 
Presentation 

Andrea Barone 

January 30, 2020 Measuring Geopolitical Risk 

Presentation 

Dario Caldara and 
Matteo Lacoviello 

January 23, 2020 

 

Promoting job-rich growth in Morocco through well-
sequenced structural reforms 

Presentation 

Mokhtar Benlamine and 
Babacar Sarr 

January 15, 2020 Fractured Stability: War Economies and Reconstruction 
in the MENA 

Paper 

Luigi Narbone and 
Steven Heydemann 

https://worldbankgroup.sharepoint.com/:p:/r/sites/MNA/_layouts/15/Doc.aspx?sourcedoc=%7B101EAA8D-E646-45DF-A8DE-AFDF04DBF328%7D&file=Sovereign%20Debt_MENA.pptx&action=edit&mobileredirect=true
https://worldbankgroup.sharepoint.com/sites/MNA/Documents/MENA%20CHIEF%20ECONOMIST%20SEMINAR%20SERIES%20PRESENTATIONS%20AND%20PAPERS/WorldBank_Webinar.pdf
https://worldbankgroup.sharepoint.com/sites/MNA/Documents/MENA%20CHIEF%20ECONOMIST%20SEMINAR%20SERIES%20PRESENTATIONS%20AND%20PAPERS/Corona_WB.pdf%20%2C%20Luca.pdf
https://worldbankgroup.sharepoint.com/:p:/r/sites/MNA/_layouts/15/Doc.aspx?sourcedoc=%7BC468F31B-AE43-426C-A9A7-16577219DA5B%7D&file=World%20Bank%20sharing%20on%207%20Apr%202020%20-%20FINAL%20v3.2.pptx&action=edit&mobileredirect=true
https://worldbankgroup.sharepoint.com/sites/MNA/Documents/MENA%20CHIEF%20ECONOMIST%20SEMINAR%20SERIES%20PRESENTATIONS%20AND%20PAPERS/MENA%20CE%20Seminar%20April%202_Xubei%20Luo%20(002).pdf
https://worldbankgroup.sharepoint.com/:p:/r/sites/MNA/_layouts/15/Doc.aspx?sourcedoc=%7BBC36A075-978F-42D6-BD3D-9D47B8FD725D%7D&file=Ben%20Hassine%20Rebei%20%20Macroprudential_WB.pptx&action=edit&mobileredirect=true
https://worldbankgroup.sharepoint.com/:p:/r/sites/MNA/_layouts/15/Doc.aspx?sourcedoc=%7BFCDE8B26-739B-4D8A-B3F1-0E94DA9FC904%7D&file=World%20Learning%20Algeria_World%20Bank%20seminar%20March%202020.pptx&action=edit&mobileredirect=true
https://worldbankgroup.sharepoint.com/sites/MNA/Documents/MENA%20CHIEF%20ECONOMIST%20SEMINAR%20SERIES%20PRESENTATIONS%20AND%20PAPERS/PPT%20Majdi.pdf
https://worldbankgroup.sharepoint.com/:p:/r/sites/MNA/_layouts/15/Doc.aspx?sourcedoc=%7B5167728A-AD09-4A5A-9722-A718B94771B5%7D&file=Harnessing%20technology%20to%20Promote%20SMEs%20in%20the%20MENAP%20Region%20WB%20-%20v3.pptx&action=edit&mobileredirect=true
https://worldbankgroup.sharepoint.com/sites/MNA/Documents/MENA%20CHIEF%20ECONOMIST%20SEMINAR%20SERIES%20PRESENTATIONS%20AND%20PAPERS/Educ_MENA_BBL_20_2_2020_final.pdf
https://worldbankgroup.sharepoint.com/sites/MNA/Documents/MENA%20CHIEF%20ECONOMIST%20SEMINAR%20SERIES%20PRESENTATIONS%20AND%20PAPERS/Enrico%20Malluci.pdf
https://worldbankgroup.sharepoint.com/:p:/r/sites/MNA/_layouts/15/Doc.aspx?sourcedoc=%7BBA77EF48-FF5E-4A36-A077-2E6857909D58%7D&file=ABarone%20Data%20and%20Public%20policy%20updated.pptx&action=edit&mobileredirect=true
https://worldbankgroup.sharepoint.com/sites/MNA/Documents/MENA%20CHIEF%20ECONOMIST%20SEMINAR%20SERIES%20PRESENTATIONS%20AND%20PAPERS/Slides__Measuring_Geopolitical_Risk_Jan_2020.pdf
https://worldbankgroup.sharepoint.com/:p:/r/sites/MNA/_layouts/15/Doc.aspx?sourcedoc=%7B97D7C2D0-BDA9-4239-9651-0B1617698EE1%7D&file=PPT%20for%20January%2023%20Seminar.pptx&action=edit&mobileredirect=true
https://cadmus.eui.eu/handle/1814/64127


January 9, 2020 

 

Beyond the Project Mindset: Frameworks, Tools and 
Lessons for Scaling Development Outcomes 

Presentation 

Larry Cooley 

December 16, 2019 Estimating Poverty for Refugee Populations: Can Cross-
Survey Imputation Methods Substitute for Data 

Scarcity? 
Presentation 

Hai-Anh Dang  

December 12, 2019  E-shekels Across Borders: A distributed ledger system 
to settle payments between Israel and the West Bank 

Presentation 

Priscilla Toffano 

December 5, 2019  Illegal Trade in Work Permits for Palestinian Workers in 
Israel: Current Conditions and Expected Reforms 

Presentation 

 Haggay Etkes 

December 3, 2019  What Arab Citizens Think about their Political and 
Economic Conditions? Findings from the Arab 

Barometer Fifth Wave. 
Presentation 

 

Michael Robbins 

November 20, 2019 Reforms to Reignite Growth in Emerging Markets and 
Developing Economies 

Presentation 

Romain duval 

November 18, 2019  Inheritance: an opportunity for change despite 
resistance 

Presentation  

Bochra Belhaj Hmida 

November 14, 2019  Resource Booms and the Macroeconomy: The Case of 
U.S. Shale Oil 
Presentation  

Nida Cakir Melek 

November 11, 2019  Is the Egyptian Economy Creating Good Jobs? Evidence 
from the 2018 Wave of the Egypt Labor Market Panel 

Survey 
Presentation 

Ragui Assaad,  

October 31, 2019  Economic Harbingers of Political Modernization: 
Peaceful Explosion of Rights in Ottoman Istanbul 

Presentation 

Prof Timur Kuran,  

October 11, 2019  Reinventing the box: Singapore digitalization journey 
Presentation 

Mr. Chan Cheow Hoe  

https://worldbankgroup.sharepoint.com/:p:/r/sites/MNA/_layouts/15/Doc.aspx?sourcedoc=%7B76D4BA68-F2A8-4002-B1DC-ADE75D4991F3%7D&file=Lary%20Cooly%20presentation%20ppt.pptx&action=edit&mobileredirect=true
https://worldbankgroup.sharepoint.com/:p:/r/sites/MNA/_layouts/15/Doc.aspx?sourcedoc=%7B9C0C380A-065E-4B6E-A6E7-75664AA41BEF%7D&file=Hai%20anh-%20PPT.pptx&action=edit&mobileredirect=true
https://worldbankgroup.sharepoint.com/:p:/r/sites/MNA/_layouts/15/Doc.aspx?sourcedoc=%7B9C0C380A-065E-4B6E-A6E7-75664AA41BEF%7D&file=Hai%20anh-%20PPT.pptx&action=edit&mobileredirect=true
https://worldbankgroup.sharepoint.com/:p:/r/sites/MNA/_layouts/15/Doc.aspx?sourcedoc=%7BCDC85229-0308-42EF-9CAB-F400EBB7F205%7D&file=Slides%20-%20Illicit%20Trade%20in%20Work%20Permits%20in%20Israel%20for%20Palestinians%20Haggay.pptx&action=edit&mobileredirect=true
https://worldbankgroup.sharepoint.com/sites/MNA/Documents/MENA%20CHIEF%20ECONOMIST%20SEMINAR%20SERIES%20PRESENTATIONS%20AND%20PAPERS/World%20Bank%20Presentation%2020191%20Dr%20Robbins.pdf
https://worldbankgroup.sharepoint.com/sites/MNA/Documents/MENA%20CHIEF%20ECONOMIST%20SEMINAR%20SERIES%20PRESENTATIONS%20AND%20PAPERS/Romail%20Duval%20Slide.pdf
https://worldbankgroup.sharepoint.com/sites/MNA/Documents/MENA%20CHIEF%20ECONOMIST%20SEMINAR%20SERIES%20PRESENTATIONS%20AND%20PAPERS/Pr%C3%A9sentation%20Bochra%20(002).pdf
https://worldbankgroup.sharepoint.com/sites/MNA/Documents/MENA%20CHIEF%20ECONOMIST%20SEMINAR%20SERIES%20PRESENTATIONS%20AND%20PAPERS/Nida's%20Presentation%2C%20Slide.pdf
https://worldbankgroup.sharepoint.com/sites/MNA/_layouts/15/Doc.aspx?sourcedoc=%7B6A6A94C6-3362-40AC-8DB2-C1F30847D47F%7D&file=Creating%20Good%20Jobs%20Presentation,%20Mr%20Ragui.pptx&action=edit&mobileredirect=true
https://worldbankgroup.sharepoint.com/:p:/r/sites/MNA/_layouts/15/Doc.aspx?sourcedoc=%7B02480FC1-7A7D-43DB-9608-F7757D7A2A21%7D&file=Presentation%20CansunarKuran%20-2019%20Oct%20(WB-shorter%20file).pptx&action=edit&mobileredirect=true
https://worldbankgroup.sharepoint.com/sites/MNA/Documents/MENA%20CHIEF%20ECONOMIST%20SEMINAR%20SERIES%20PRESENTATIONS%20AND%20PAPERS/Mr%20Chan's%20Slide.pdf


September 26, 2019  Inequality Undermines Democracy and Growth 
Presentation 

Thorvaldur Gylfason  

September 19, 2019  The Shale Oil Boom and the U.S. Economy: Spillovers 
and Time-Varying Effects 

Presentation 

Hilde C Bjornland 

September 10, 2019  Tax Capacity and Growth: Is there a Tipping Point 
Presentation  

Philippe Wingender 

September 5, 2019 Using Aid to Address the Root Causes of Migration and 
Refugee Flows: The Case of the European Union  

Presentation 

Heliodoro Temprano 
Arroyo 

July 11, 2019 A Decade of Competition Policy in Arab Countries: A De 
jure and De facto Assessment  

Presentation 

Jala Youssef and Chahir 
Zaki 

 

 

https://worldbankgroup.sharepoint.com/:p:/r/sites/MNA/_layouts/15/Doc.aspx?sourcedoc=%7B17385C5E-4889-40FC-A79B-84CF759197EE%7D&file=%C3%9Eorvaldur%20Gylfason%27s%20Presentation.pptx&action=edit&mobileredirect=true
https://worldbankgroup.sharepoint.com/sites/MNA/Documents/MENA%20CHIEF%20ECONOMIST%20SEMINAR%20SERIES%20PRESENTATIONS%20AND%20PAPERS/BjornlandZhulanova_Presentation.pdf
https://worldbankgroup.sharepoint.com/sites/MNA/Documents/MENA%20CHIEF%20ECONOMIST%20SEMINAR%20SERIES%20PRESENTATIONS%20AND%20PAPERS/Phillipe%20Presentation%2C%20September%2010.pdf
https://worldbankgroup.sharepoint.com/:p:/r/sites/MNA/_layouts/15/Doc.aspx?sourcedoc=%7B733BBB6A-D458-4469-BD3F-E5C3458059B0%7D&file=Presentation%20at%20World%20Bank%2005.09.2017%20Using%20EU%20Aid%20to%20Address%20Root%20Causes%20of%20Migration%20-%20H.%20Temprano.sh.pptx&action=edit&mobileredirect=true&cid=e65a9da5-569c-41ea-becc-7b185caef8e6
https://worldbankgroup.sharepoint.com/sites/MNA/Documents/MENA%20CHIEF%20ECONOMIST%20SEMINAR%20SERIES%20PRESENTATIONS%20AND%20PAPERS/Competition%20Policy%20in%20Arab%20Countries%20-%20Youssef%20and%20Zaki.pdf

