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Because Economic activity is distributed unevenly
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Distribution of GDP per capita by NUTS-3 region



Because where you live and transport access affects you access 
to jobs 
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Douala, Population (height) and Accessibility (color)

KIGALI, ACCESSIBILITY TO EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES





Opportunities 
accessible within 
60 minutes of 
walking

Port-au-Prince

12 %

88 %



Because 
informality is  
prevalent in 
most cities 
we work in
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And such 
slums are 

often 
located on  
marginal 

land
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Doe Community: Monrovia
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Lagging regions and EU Cohesion Policy (2 of 2)

The question for the EU is: how to spend what will increasingly be more limited available 

funds for regional policies in order to have the biggest impact?

▪ Cohesion program is the largest single budget item in the EU (bigger even than CAP) –

more than €50 billion annually, with the express of supporting cohesion… primarily 

through regional policy

▪ Planning and budgeting done in 7-year cycles

Key funds for Cohesion Policy (budget in 2014-20 period)

▪ Now is a critical moment in planning for the 2021-2027 programming period

European Regional 

Development Fund

(€200b)

Cohesion Fund

(€64b)

European Social 

Fund

(€89b)

European 

Agricultural Fund 

for Rural 

Development

(€85b)

European Maritime 

and Fisheries Fund

(€6.4b) 

Largest urban and 

regional fund in the world

Large-scale infrastructure 

(transport, environment)

Social inclusion and 

governance


