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Brazil’s learning outcomes are very weak in international comparison

Figure 1: PISA Performance in Mathematics, Brazil and Peers
A Although access to education has
improved (as reflected in the
increase in primary and secondary
school enrollment), progress in
learning outcomes has been limited.
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A Brazil’s performance in
mathematics in the PISA (Program
for International Student
Assessment) is low compared to its
regional and structural peers and e
OECD members.

A Brazil improved significantly in the 3000 | | | | .
PISA math exam from 68% of the 2000 2003 2006 o 2% 2012 2015
OECD average to 79% between 2002
and 2012, but has since fallen back
to 77% in 2015 (the 2009 level).
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..despite a huge increase in education spending in recent years

A Public spending on education has grown
rapidly in recent years, above the level
observed in peer countries.

A Steadily increasing public spending combined
with falling public enrollment has resulted in
higher spending per student and lower
student-teacher ratios: This has resulted in
significant inefficiencies.

A The constitutional obligation to spend 25%
of tax revenues on education forces
municipalities to increase spending in
education, even though they are already
facing a rapid reduction in student numbers
due to demographic transition.

A Brazil is spending 62% more than it would need
to achieve the same performance in public

schools, which corresponds to nearly 1% of
GDP.

Figure 2: Spending per student in primary education
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The "value for money” in education spending is below peers

A When controlling for the level of
spending per student, the PISA
results are still disappointing.

A Brazil's performance measured
by the PISA math score in 2012
was only 83% of the level
expected given its level of
spending per student
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Figure 3: PISA performance in mathematics versus accumulated
expenditure per student, public and private networks
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There are several dimensions to the learning crisis”

A The learning crisis has four dimensions:

A Students are poorly prepared when they enter 1st
grade of Primary Education. Preparation could be
improved by increasing investments in Early-
Childhood Education.

A Teachers are poorly trained and lack motivation.
Improving the selection of teachers in public
education, implementing continuous training
programs for educators, and linking merit to
teaching performance would help improve the
quality of teaching and learning.

A Investing in school inputs will only be effective if
impacting learning outcomes. In Uruguay and India,
using technology to personalize education to
students’ needs has helped improve learning
outcomes.

A School management needs to focus on improving
learning outcomes and teaching quality.

Figure 4: The dimensions of the learning crisis
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A Insufficient enrollment and quality at ECD level (O to 3 years old), which has an important negative
impact in later levels of education in terms of retention and quality of learning.

A Reduced relevance of the curricula in Secondary, which is disconnected to labor market needs and
does not encourage student motivation.

A Low quality of teaching due to: low quality of pre-service training, inadequate use of student

assessments to inform pedagogical practices and in service teacher training; teacher’s career and salary
iIncentives are de-
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