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Opening Remarks  

The 10th Meeting of the 2011 ICP Regional Coordinators (RCs) was held from September 23-24, 2013 
at the World Bank in Washington, DC. The meeting was organized in four sessions: I. Progress 
Reports; II. Review of Data Quality; III. Review of Metadata Quality; and IV. ICP Timetable and Final 
Results. Annex 1 provides the agenda of the meeting. 

In attendance were the RCs from Africa, Asia, the Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS), 
Eurostat-OECD, Latin America, Pacific Islands, Western Asia, and Georgia as well as staff and 
consultants of the ICP Global Office (GO), as listed in Annex 2. The meeting was chaired by Michel 
Mouyelo-Katoula, ICP Global Manager.  

Michel welcomed RCs, consultants and observers and emphasized the crucial timetable to ensure 
publication of quality global results in December 2013. He noted that any further regional work 
would have time restraints and should thus be conducted by the regional offices as necessary rather 
than going back to the countries.  

 

Session I. Progress Reports 

Michel reviewed the status of submission for all data and metadata, which was confirmed by RCs. It 
was also confirmed that Georgia supplied regional BH PPPs. Updates on the progress of regional 
programs were reviewed, mentioning regional specific plans to publish their regional results.  

Africa confirmed their progress and tentative timeline to publish regional results.  

Asia was uncertain whether productivity adjustment will be used for construction and noted that 
regional PPPs were being discussed in order to meet the deadline.  

CIS was not certain that experimental results would be finalized by October, but regional results will 
be published along with a press release by December 2013.  

LAC confirmed that construction data for the Caribbean would be sent to the GO by the first week of 
October. The review of the data for the Caribbean islands is almost finalized and would be sent to 
the GO by the first week of October. The issue of Cuba was discussed and it was agreed that Cuba 
will not be used in global linking. There are two options currently under consideration for resolving 
the issue of Cuba. In the first option, PPPs will be computed, but no real values, while the second 
option will generate both sets of results.   

Western Asia noted that they are reviewing the 2005 expenditure data and still aim to electronically 
publish regional results in December.  

The Pacific is on track to deliver their submission in October, which will not include data on water 
services though. It was recognized that CPI weights were used as a proxy and showed that more 
work there was needed. Linking would be done through Australia and New Zealand as relativities 
appear to be in line, noting that calculations of the linking factors would be carried out via OECD.  

Georgia and Iran confirmed their bilateral linking, which will be included in the global comparison. 
Iran received the full set of price sets and plans to discuss private education and to obtain 
expenditures.  

Eurostat-OECD stated that it will publish in December and are on schedule. The global core list (GCL) 
for equipment and construction were finalized and everything had been brought forward 
approximately two weeks ahead of their annual schedule to comply with the ICP.  

It was stated that global results are to be released the week of December 15-19, pending approval 
from the VP. The decision regarding the tables for publication was continued further in Session IV. 
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Session II. Review of Data Quality 

General issues arising from the CoTaF/VEG findings  

Michel presented the compiled CoTaF/VEG findings. Specifically, he reviewed the issues and 
corresponding actions to be completed, which are listed under the meeting decisions.  

Household consumption data quality (including water) 

Marko Rissanen demonstrated the impact of min/max PLIs as well as CVs for BHs using Tableau, and 
requested that RCs review results that appear to be anomalies. It was decided to remove Motor Oil 
and Lada from the global linking, though regions may still use these in regional calculations. This 
analysis will be repeated after the October 16, 2013 data submission to determine whether more 
items will need to be excluded from the global linking. 

Biokou Mathieu Djayeola presented a household consumption (HHC) price analysis from a broader 
perspective. He provided an overview of the HHC data provided to the Validation Expert Group 
(VEG) analysis, noting that the GO cleaning resulted in a loss of about 6-8% of the data due to 
outliers. The focus moved deeper into the analysis of items’ average prices, enabled by the ICP kit. 

Mizuki Yamanaka briefly reviewed the status of availability and importance for GCL items. RCs were 
provided with region specific files and requested to confirm the allocation of importance indicators 
of countries with extremely high/low importance indicators.    

Housing (rentals and volume of dwellings) data quality  

Virginia Romand reviewed the rental and quantity dwelling submissions and confirmed with each 
region whether further data would be received for those countries missing data. The analysis 
compared expenditures with quantities and rental data. The results of this analysis were shared with 
RCs individually for their validation. Each RC explained how they intend to compute housing PPPs for 
their region.  

Private education data quality  

Mizuki presented a quality assessment of PLIs and CVs for private education both globally and 
regionally using Tableau. RCs were asked to double check the PLIs and CVs for the countries with 
very high/low results. Quaranta tables (QTs) were provided to RCs for their view of outliers. 

Compensation of government employees data quality 

Mizuki reiterated the decisions regarding government compensation made in the previous RC 
meeting and confirmed country submissions. The duplication of items belonging to 3 BHs was 
reviewed in order to be included appropriately. A review of the list of items under health and 
education enabled agreement on the reduction of non-specific occupations. CIS raised doubts on 
their non-specific data for education and preferred that it would be deleted. It was agreed that 
health will include 8 specific occupations and 2 non-specific occupations (building caretakers and 
office cleaners) in the global linking. Education will include 6 specific occupations plus 3 non-specific 
occupations (secretaries, building caretakers, and office cleaners) in the global linking. RCs may 
include other non-specific items in their regional calculation of the two basic headings PPPs. 

Construction data quality and resource mixes  

Marko focused on the data quality of construction and resource mixes. Given that the resource 
mixes as proposed tended to increase the PPPs for high income countries, productivity adjustment 
was discussed. However, the TAG in their subsequent meeting concluded that no productivity 
adjustment will be applied. Machinery and equipment PPPs would be used as reference PPPs for the 
machinery sub-headings under construction at the global level. At the regional level, regions may 
decide to use their machinery hire data instead of reference PPPs. It was agreed that the 
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construction data still requires another round of data validation, which will be carried out by the GO 
after the October 16, 2013 data submission. 

Machinery and equipment data quality  

Mathieu provided each region with QTs highlighting specific actions that needed to be carried out in 
order to address remaining issues. It was agreed that reference PPPs would be used for the other 
products heading.  

2005 and 2011 GDP expenditures data quality  

Inyoung Song reviewed the data quality and completeness of 2005 and 2011 expenditures, and also 

presented analysis including intra, inter validation tools and MORES. It was agreed that by October 

16, 2013, the Regions should resolve and re-submit 2011 expenditures, in particular for issues 

concerning: additivity, correct signs, non-zero BHs, currency units, measurements and allocating 

NPISH to other BHs under housing, health, education and cultural services proportionally. It was also 

agreed that RCs will submit revised 2005 expenditures by October 30, 2013. For NPISH values 

submitted as none-zero, they will be distributed between housing, health, education, and cultural 

services proportionally.  

 

Session III. Review of Metadata Quality 

National accounts metadata quality  

Mizuki reviewed the exhaustiveness questionnaires and national accounts quality assurance 
questionnaires. The incompleteness of the exhaustiveness questionnaires itself exhibited that 
countries did not completely understand the underlining issues in their data. Particular aspects of 
the results from national accounts quality assurance questionnaires were also reviewed and 
discussed. 

Survey framework metadata quality  

Morgan Brannon discussed the Survey Framework metadata indicators to be published. Agreement 
was made to publish the following metadata: (i) survey coverage; (ii) urban and rural coverage; (iii) 
percentage of outlets by type; (iv) total number of items priced; (v) overlap in the number of items in 
CPI; (vi) total number of GCL items priced; (vii) collection periods; and (viii) notes and adjustments 
made.  

Session IV. ICP Timetable and Final Results 

2013-2014 timetable and publication of global results  

Nada Hamadeh reminded RCs that remaining work was to be done from regional offices and no 
longer included work with the countries. Therefore, the timetable appeared feasible without 
allowing for much flexibility. Debate concluded with agreement for cleaned data to be submitted by 
October 16, 2013. Glaring issues were highlighted by the GO, using the QTs that were submitted to 
the RCs for their attention.  

The deadline for 2005 revised GDP expenditures was extended to October 30, 2013. Considerations 
were made for aligning to 2011 tables to 2005 tables for comparison purposes, which were set to be 
published in December 2013. 
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Major Milestones for 2013- 2014 

 

Summary of Meeting Decisions 

Michel Mouyelo-Katoula reiterated the decisions made throughout the meeting and specifically 
presented the actions to be carried out in order to resolve the issues addressed, which are listed 
below. 

Data Quality 

 RCs are to further validate instances of high BH-CV of PPP-ratios; indicating incomparability 
or mistakes in prices. As a last resort, the GO will exclude some prices from the global 
linking, if needed. 

Data Gaps 

 For missing BH PPPs, RCs will fill in the gaps or as a last resort, the GO will gap fill with 
reference PPPs. 

 For missing aggregated PPPs or expenditures, RCs are to aggregate expenditures and PPPs or 
the GO will conduct last resort aggregation. 

Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr

Preliminary results confidentially circulated to the TAG/RCs

9th TAG and 10th RCs’ meetings

Quaranta Tables for all surveys circulated by the GO to all RCs

Computation Task Force meeting

Recomputation of resutlts by Computation Task Force according to the 

common processes agreed upon at the Sept. 26 meeting

Submission of final 2011 price data for the GCL, 2011 expenditures, 2011 

regional PPPs (all classification levels) and metadata

Short report to the EB highlighting the status and confirming publication 

date

Preliminary results confidentially circulated to the EB

9th EB meeting

Submission of final 2005 expenditures (all classification levels) and 

metadata

Final factors for productivity adjustment provided by the experts based on 

regional data provided to them

Preliminary results computed by Computation Task Force and circulated to 

review group (TAG subgroup?) 

Computation Task Force meeting

Submission of final regional results (expenditures and PPPs for all 

classification levels)

Final results computed by Computation Task Force - on World Bank 

premises - and circulated to review group

Release of 2011 ICP Global Results

Report to the 45th session of the UNSC

Publication of 2011 ICP Final Report

20142013
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National Accounts 

 RCs should validate and re-submit 2011 expenditures resolving remaining issues.  

 For NPISH values submitted as non-zero, they will be distributed between housing, health, 
education, and cultural services proportionally. 

 RCs are to submit all 2005 revised expenditures. 

Importance Indicators 

 RCs are to review the list of countries with high/low ratios of important items. 

Housing – Data Quality 

 For Housing data availability and quality, the TAG shall decide the calculation methods. 

 RCs are to review their data and provide any missing data. 

Private Education 

 The TAG is to decide the appropriate linking approach of Eurostat-OECD. 

 RCs are to review their data one last time using the QTs provided by the GO. 

Government Compensation of Employees 

 The TAG is to decide the productivity adjustment methods to be used for the comparability 
of government compensation data. 

 Health will include 8 specific items and 2 non-specific items (building caretakers and office 
cleaners) in the global linking.  

 Education will include 6 specific items plus 3 non-specific items (secretaries, building 
caretakers, and office cleaners) in the global linking.  

Construction and Civil Engineering 

 RCs to further conduct validation and re-submit data or the GO will conduct ultimate 
cleaning. 

 Machinery and equipment PPPs would be used as reference PPPs for the machinery sub-
headings under construction at the global level. At the regional level, regions may decide to 
use their machinery hire data instead of reference PPPs. 

 Machinery and Equipment 

 RCs to further conduct validation and re-submit data or the GO will conduct ultimate 
cleaning. 

National Accounts Metadata 

 National accounts metadata tables will not be published. 

Survey Framework Metadata 

 The following metadata will be published: i) survey coverage; (ii) urban and rural coverage; 

(iii) percentage of outlets by type; (iv) total number of items priced; (v) overlap in the 

number of items in CPI; (vi) total number of GCL items priced; (vii) collection periods; and 

(viii) notes and adjustments made.  

Data Submission and other milestones 

 RCs will submit cleaned data by October 16, 2013.  

 The deadline for 2005 revised GDP expenditures is extended to October 30, 2013.  

 The rest of the program will be implemented as per the agreed major milestones.  
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Annex 1. Agenda 
 

Day 1: September 23, 2013 

09:00 – 09:15  Breakfast 

09:15 – 09:30 Welcome comments and meeting objectives 

Session I Progress Reports  

09:30 – 10:15  Q&A on the global status report and regional status reports 

Session II Review of  Data Quality 

10:15 – 11:00 
General issues arising from the Computation Task Force/Validation Expert Group 
findings 

11:00 – 11:15 Coffee 

11:15 – 12:30 Household Consumption data quality (including Water) 

12:30 – 14:00  Lunch – hosted by DECDG 

14:00 – 14:45 Household Consumption data quality (including Water) – Cont’d 

14:45 – 15:30 Housing (rentals and volume of dwellings) data quality 

15:30 – 16:15 Private Education data quality 

16:15 – 16:30 Coffee 

16:30 – 17:15 Compensation of Government Employees data quality 

 
Day 2: September 24, 2013 
 

09:00 – 09:15 Breakfast 

Session II Review of  Data Quality (Cont’d) 

09:15 – 10:00 Construction data quality 

10:00 – 10:45 Machinery and Equipment data quality 

10:45 – 11:00 Coffee 

11:00 – 12:00  2011 GDP expenditures data quality 

12:00 – 12:30 2005 Revised GDP expenditures data availability 

12:30 – 14:00 Lunch break 

Session III Review of Metadata Quality 

14:00 – 14:45  National Accounts metadata quality 

14:45 – 15:15 Survey Framework metadata quality 

15:15 – 15:30 Coffee 

Session IV ICP Timetable and Final Results 

15:30 – 16:30 2013-2014 timetable and publication of global results 

16:30 – 17:15 
Conclusions and summary of global and regional actions needed to improve data 
quality 
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