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The SDGs present a major opportunity for 
transformation

Global development agendas serve as a guide for countries to determine their national development path

MDGs (2000-2015) SDGs (2016-2030)

Goals/ Targets/Indicators 8/21/60 17/169/~230

Priority Areas Human Development Holistic: Economic, Social, Environmental

Scope Developing Countries Universal
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Global Megatrends and Challenges

Fragility and violence

Shifts in the global economy

Climate and resources

Commodity cycles

Urbanization

Source: World Bank Forward Look, September 2017

Demographic transitions

Renewed political debate about globalization

Technological disruptions
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Disruption and exponential 
technology present a unique 

opportunity for development

Situation

 Tech is converging in new ways 
to change how we live, work 
and organize

 This makes them incredibly 
disruptive, while their ability to 
scale makes them exponential

Opportunity

 As a global community we have 
unique opportunity to harness 
the disruptive power for 
development

 To make this transition 
countries will need to make 
informed choices on their 
technology-enabled 
development path, mitigate 
risksof disruption, and lessen 
adverse impacts of the poor 
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Source: Adapted from World Economic Forum, 2017

Technology Reaches People Faster
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The development paths of emerging economies are being 
disrupted by a complex set of global forces and technology-drive 
meta trends that create both new solutions and challenges/risks
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Technology-driven meta trends describe global shifts that impact 
development in positive and negative ways
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Platforms: New Means of Production, sharing, 
connection, Disruption
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Digitization Enables Access
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Adapt to Thrive: Learning in the Cognitive Age
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Human / Machine: The Future of Work
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The New Social  Contract
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Governance in the Digital Age

What impact digital technologies and trends are having — or should have —
 on governance? This includes the concepts of:

• digital government; 
• open government; and 
• government’s role in addressing how technology is (or isn’t) transforming citizens’ 

lives.

Basically, it’s how governments draw on the insight of citizens, how they 
think about and procure technology and how the trends and technologies 
of the digital era change public institutions and policymaking.
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EU Privacy Laws Take Effect in May 2018

• Under EU Privacy Law, companies could face massive fines in 25 European Union countries if they 
mishandle citizens' personal information

• New age restrictions will mean no more Facebook or other social media for European pre-teens
• Fines can increase from a few tens of thousand euros to up to 4 percent of a company’s worldwide 

revenue for breaches of privacy rules
• The new General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) also enshrines and extends the "right to be 

forgotten" created by a ruling of the Court of Justice of the EU in 2014

Source: IDG News Service 14

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/news-room/20160413BKG22980/QA-new-EU-rules-on-data-protection-put-the-citizen-back-in-the-driving-seat
http://www.pcworld.com/article/2154281/europes-top-court-orders-google-to-forget.html


15

Detailed Scenario Narratives



The Three “B’s” of the World Bank Group approach
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Prioritizing Digital Development and Taking Action in Africa



The 2030 Agenda and the
Sustainable Development Goals:

An Opportunity for Transformation
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There are two main means of implementation for the SDGS

 Mobilizing the necessary financial resources 
aka Financing for Development - public, 
private, international and domestic

 Science, Technology and Innovation (STI)
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Tech is cross-cutting across SDGs



Direct impact of growing mobile industry to SDGs

21



22

Big Data for Development and SDG Humanitarian Action



The practice of sustainable development

INVEST IN PEOPLE                   INVEST IN INCLUSIVE GROWTH              INVEST IN RESILIENCE

•Fragility & Conflict

•Climate and 
weather shocks

•Pandemics

Sources: World Bank Group, 2017

•Early childhood 
development

•Gender equality

•Skills for jobs

•Equal 
opportunities

•Infrastructure
•Roads
•Energy

•Sustainable
•Greening growth
•Water 

management

•Private sector
•Job creation

Achieve the twin goals of ending extreme poverty and boosting shared prosperity
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The Changing Wealth of Nations

The importance of human capital is a key message from the Bank's recent The Changing Wealth of 
Nations report, which includes human capital for the first time in national wealth accounting. The 
report shows that human capital is the largest component of global wealth. It accounts for an 
estimated 70 percent of wealth in rich countries, but only 41 percent in poorer ones.
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https://hubs.worldbank.org/news/Pages/What-Is-a-Country-Worth-and-Does-GDP-Tell-Us-the-Whole-Story-02022018-143402.aspx?cid=ECR_XPL_EmplEngmt_EN_INT_SM2018
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The Human Capital Project

“The education system is not working.  What happens if you're stunted to begin with and 
your educational system is not providing you what you need to compete in the digital 
economy of the future”

Three main indicators, reflecting building blocks of the human capital:
1. Survival – Will kids born today survive to school age? 
2. School – How much school will they complete and how much will they learn? 
3. Health  – Will kids leave school in good health and be ready for further learning 

and/or work?  



“ The Best Way to Predict the Future is to Create it”
Alan Kay, Computer Scientist

Today is the slowest day of innovation we will 
experience for the rest of our lifetimes.”

Rob Nail, Singularity
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Mahmoud Mohieldin
Senior VP

Thank You
worldbankgroup.org/sdgs

Follow us on twitter @WBG2030

Mahmoud-Mohieldin 
on
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http://www.worldbankgroup.org/sdgs
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