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 Western Asia is continuously working on 
developing new strategies to promote  PPP uses 
and exploring ways for maintaining PPP 
production process. 
 

 In 2015, the ICP Regional Office for WA region 
was successfully able to produce accurate PPP 
results for 2012 and 2013 based on an 
innovative methodology developed by its team. 

 
 This achievement formed a cornerstone for WA 

regional interim activities and for a regular PPP 
production in the region. 



  WA regional team is currently working on: 

 
◦ The implementation of the 2016 Regional ICP Round 

in WA for the Computation of 2016 PPPs 

 

◦ The production of Sub-Regional Harmonized 
Consumer Price Indices 

 

◦ The implementation of Sub-National PPP Projects 





  WA is seeking the continuity of the region’s 
PPP time series, extending from 2011 to 2016: 

 
 2011 2012 2013 

2014 2015 2016 

12 Countries 

*Due to political unrest, countries like Lebanon, Libya, Syria 
and Yemen will not be part of the 2016 regional exercise. 

13 Countries* 



 As a starting point, the HHC Product List had to 
be updated: 
 
◦ CPI lists provided by 13 countries were thoroughly 

assessed by WA regional team; 
◦ WA Regional Office focused on avoiding work 

duplication and reducing the workload of NSOs; 
◦ The overlap between the CPI lists was exploited; 
◦ A common List was developed: common regional subset 

within the national product lists of countries was 
identified; 

◦ The linking of WA’s results with the rest of the World 
was ensured (updated Global specs were borrowed). 
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WA 2011Regional Product List 

(Total number of items) 

1031 

 Regional items NOT 
Common with the 

Updated Global List: 

204 

Regional items Common with the 

Updated Global List: 

428 

 Number of Regional 
Products Specific to WA: 

420 

Number of Global items: 

611 

632 

 New and 
WA-Specific 

items: 

95 

Number of 
Regional items 

available in 
2011 list: 

109 

Updated list 
 requires 
less effort 

2016 



 First meeting under the framework of the 2016 
Regional ICP Round – August 2015: 

◦ To review the newly updated HHC product list and set 
the broad lines and guidelines for the 2016 regional 
round; 

◦ To build the first blocks towards the computation of 
regional PPPs for 2016; 

◦ To set the required background of this interim exercise; 
◦ To discuss countries’ readiness; 
◦ To present the special surveys and National Accounts 

activities; 
◦ To agree on the preliminary timetable. 

 
 



 A meeting with both Egypt and Sudan (2 of the dual-
participating countries) - December 2015: 

◦ To ensure the linking with Africa region; 

◦ To assure the best involvement of the 4 dual-participating 
countries and to avoid any duplicated effort; 

◦ The common items between the two regions were thoroughly  
identified. 

 

 However, several issues related to the dual-participation in both 
WA and Africa were determined. Therefore, an upcoming 
coordination meeting has already been arranged to treat them. 

 



The successful update of the HHC product list marks 
an important milestone not only for the 2016 interim 
round but also serves the long term objective of 
regular PPP production in WA with the formation of a 
Regional Core List derived from the CPI lists of all 
participating countries.   

These activities allowed for the development of not 
only an improved Regional HHC Product list but also 
led to improvements in some of special surveys such 
as construction survey. 

 



 Afterward, a series of Sub-regional workshops for launching the price 
data collection activities was conducted by the RO in January 2015: 
 
◦ To launch the first phase of 2016 round: the price data collection at the national 

level (HHC and special surveys); 
 

◦ To review the Regional Product List and present the Final Catalogue (developed 
by WA team); 
 

◦ To discuss the special surveys’ updated questionnaires and new data collection 
methodologies; 
 

◦ To train the national teams on the ICP Software tools (hands-on training 
sessions)*; 
 

◦ To set the timetable for the different regional milestones (the production of 
2016 PPPs and the extrapolation of PPPs for 2014 and 2015). 

 
* Dual-participating teams who are not familiar with the ICP software found that it 

is a practical and user-friendly module. 



WA 2016 Regional Product List  632 items 

Common with the Updated Global List 428 

Available in 2011 Regional List 
(non- Global) 

109 

New and WA-Specific items 95 

Common with Africa region 140       (124 are Global items) 

Western Asia 2016 Final Regional Product List  



 For an efficient Data Collection Process: 

 WA Regional Office developed a complete and detailed 
Catalogue for the HHC Regional Product List for WA, in both 
English and Arabic 



 WA Regional Office 
improved the M&E 
questionnaire 
provided by the GO 
and developed a 
Catalogue by inserting 
real photographs in 
the questionnaire 
making it easier for 
the collectors. 

 

  

For an efficient Data Collection Process : 

The same for the Construction survey 



 For a representative computation, WA Regional Office 
developed a new Construction survey: 

o It is based on the Updated Global List; 

o Non-representative Global items were deleted; 

 However, they were retained for the dual-participating countries to 
ensure the linking with Africa; 

o New regional and representative items were added. 

   

 

 

Global List WA List WA List (Dual Participation) 

Materials 

 
38 

 

32 
 

41 

Equipment 
10 14 14 

Labor 
7 8 8 

3 9 3 

4 4 

1 1 



 WA Regional Office provided the participating countries 
with updated data collection supporting forms in both 
English and Arabic (translated by the Regional team): 

• Master Lists 

• HHC Catalogue 

• Machinery & Equipment; 

• Construction; 

• Private Education; 

• Government Compensation; 

• Rentals. 



 Global List: Confusing Reference Quantity/Min/Max 

 

the countries are confused! 

Updated Global List: 

Updated WA Regional List: 

WA’s Solution: 



 Global List: Confusing Reference Quantity/Min/Max 

 
Updated Global List: 

Updated WA Regional List: 

WA’s Solution: 

the countries are confused! 



 Global List: Confusing Reference Quantity/Min/Max 

 
Updated Global List: 

Updated WA Regional List: 

WA’s Solution: 

the countries are confused! 



 Global List: Confusing Reference Quantity/Min/Max 

 
Updated Global List: 

Updated WA Regional List: 

WA’s Solution: 

the countries are confused! 



 Global List: Confusing Reference Quantity/Min/Max 

 What about the Consistency in this case? 

 

 Updated Global List: 

Updated WA Regional List: 

WA’s Solution: 



 Global List: Same Code* 

Updated Global List: 

(items not available in WA Regional List) 

*Not included in WA Regional List 



 M&E Range: 

 

 The participating countries proposed if the GO 
could provide a pricing range of the M&E items, 
so that the price validation process would be 
easier and more efficient. 



 Continuous coordination with Africa is needed, since 
the use of completely different software tools between 
the two regions is remaining a challenging issue; 

 

 In 2011 round, it was not easy for WA team to extract 
(manually) both Egypt and Sudan data and include 
them in WA computation; 

 

 There is a crucial need to unify data entry strategies 
and overcome this challenging and serious issue; 

 

 A coordination meeting will be conducted in April 
between the Regional Offices of both WA and Africa. 

 





 A sub-regional workshop on the Harmonization of 
Consumer Price Indices was held in January 2015: 

◦ To familiarize the participants with the HCPI concept; 

◦ To develop a unified List for the participating 
countries, it can be considered as an integration 
exercise between the CPI and ICP; 

◦ To harmonize the methodologies for the production 
of HCPI; 

◦ To develop a strategy of implementation of sub-
regional HCPI. 



◦ The harmonization of CPI is a new initiative by Western 
Asia: a small sub-region was chosen as a pilot group out 
of which three countries (Iraq, Jordan and Palestine) were 
represented in the workshop. 

◦ This activity will permit the computation of a sub-regional 
inflation (inter-country comparison of inflation). 

◦ WA Regional Office is currently comparing/assessing the 
national CPI lists provided by the countries, removing 
unmatched items, and building a final product list to be 
followed by each country in the data collection process. 

 

 





 The Progress made 

◦ Three meetings were conducted:  
 to agree on the HHC product list* produced by the 

Regional team solely from the CPI lists used in the seven 
Emirates; 

 to discuss the Special Surveys and National Accounts 
activities; 

 to train the local teams on the use of ICP software tools. 

 

*The quality of the list was so outstanding that Abu Dhabi 
Statistical Center adopted it for its regular CPI production; 

 

 



 The Progress made (Cont’d): 

◦ The Construction List was updated: 

 UAE produces a construction survey on a regular basis; 

 The ICP and UAE lists were cross matched and an updated 
list was produced; 

 NBS adopted the updated list to be used within the regular 
construction index of UAE.  

◦ The Machinery & Equipment List was updated: 

 Each Emirate was allocated the update of a part of the list; 

 The RO consolidated the findings and filled in missing items 
and specification from the updated Global list; 

 The Final M&E List was reviewed, discussed and 
subsequently adopted. 

 

 



 The Progress made (Cont’d): 

◦ Price Data collection for 2015 (HHC and Special 
Surveys) was finalized in the 7 Emirates; 

◦ WA Regional Office conducted a National Validation 
Workshop for UAE in February 2016: 

 to review and primary validate the submitted price data 
on the intra-Emirate level; 

 to perform Cross Validations between the Emirates and 
between the years (2011, 2012 and 2013); 

 to provide additional instructions and notes (further 
revisions will be conducted by the local teams); 

 to set New deadlines for the final data validation and the 
computation of final PPP results. 



 WA Regional Office conducted a follow up 
meeting with both Egypt and Sudan in December 
2015. 

 The main objectives- Egypt (6 regions): 

◦ To approve the practices followed by Egypt to compile 
the prices (HHC and Special Surveys); 

◦ To primary validate the submitted data; 
◦ To review the expenditures data estimated for 6 regions 

and to discuss the estimation methodology; 
◦ To provide the national team with additional guidelines 

and notes; 
◦ To agree on the final validation and PPP computation 

deadlines. 

 



 WA Regional Office conducted a follow up meeting 
with both Egypt and Sudan in December 2015. 

 The main objectives – Sudan (15 regions): 

◦ To assess Sudan’s readiness for the implementation of a 
sub-national PPP project; 

◦ To discuss the methodologies should be followed to 
compute sub-national PPPs in Sudan: HHC and special 
surveys data collection and sub-national expenditures 
breakdown; 

◦ To set the timeline for the different national milestones. 

 





 A coordination meeting with AfDB in order to review and settle 
the challenging aspects regarding the involvement of the 4 dual-
participating countries in the regional ICP interim activities- April 
2016; 
 

 A National Validation Workshop for UAE to conduct a final 
validation for the prices and Sub-National Accounts data – April 
2016; 
 

 A National Validation Workshop for Egypt to validate the prices 
and expenditures data – May 2016; 
 

 A follow up meeting for Sudan to follow up on the progress 
made since December’s meeting – May 2016; 
 

 A Regional Workshop for the Validation of 2016 Q1 & Q2 HHC 
data – June/July 2016. 




