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WHY IS IT IMPORTANT TO HAVE A PRE-SURVEY?
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Some arguments for the need of pre-survey work are as follows: 

 

 The three components pilot, pre-survey and survey are interlocking. 

 

 It will be crucial that the final list must be representative and as far as possible it should 

reflect markets in hopefully all countries. A pre-survey will be necessary to ensure this. 

 

 It is considered essential that a pre-survey stage must be included otherwise the main 

results will be compromised. The results of the pilot survey will yield a list that will not 

be ready for the main survey. Further work will be needed via a pre-survey. Certainly the 

results of any pre-survey are germane to the final list for the main survey. 

 

 The structure and content of the final list would be significantly different without the 

pre-survey input.  

 

 Without a pre-survey the provisional/initial list would only have been studied in the nine 

selected countries at the most. 

 

 Without a pre-survey the list resulting from the analysis of the pilot will then reflect only 

nine countries. 

 

 In any country involved in the pilot survey the results will reflect only that country’s 

results. 

 

 It is essential that the pilot survey results must be aired to a wide cross section of 

countries. 

 

 It is a large jump from nine countries in the pilot to 180 plus for the main survey without 

any intermediate stage. 

 

 Any country should check and take a view of the items on the provisional list and decide 

if they are suitable in their country. For this reason it was proposed that the pre-survey 

should be carried out in all participating countries.  

 

 This will not be possible if the work jumps directly from the pilot survey to the main 

survey. 

 

 There must be some feedback about this intermediate stage, i.e. the provisional list, 

before proceeding to the final list and the main survey. 

 

 A more structured approach in comparison to the previous round has been decided. 

Therefore a pre-survey assumes more importance. If there is a pre-survey stage then 

there will be a larger chance to find more identical and representative items in any 

particular country. 

 

  For the ICP list there will be less choice (countries in the ICP will be asked to try to 

price ALL the items on the list.) Therefore it will be of particular importance that the list 

is very carefully selected. This will make the role of the pre-survey more important. 
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 Because there will be more generic items than in the Eurostat list, as many countries as 

possible should work on the list in order to find equivalent matches.  This should be 

carried at the same pre-survey stage. 

 

 As a general point the pre-survey is in some ways more important than the survey itself. 

If the pre-survey work is thoroughly carried out then items should be still available at the 

survey period and should be relatively easy to price. 

 

 If there is no pre-survey the pilot survey should be expanded. 

 

 If there is no pre-survey then the pilot should be carried out nearer the time of the main 

survey. 

 

 Finally, as a compromise, it would be possible that the pre-survey could be carried out 

only at the regional level rather than by all countries. 


