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Tracking SDG7: The Energy Progress Report provides the international 
community with a global dashboard to register progress on the targets of 
Sustainable Development Goal 7 (SDG7)

The report tracks progress towards 4 indicators: ensuring universal energy access, doubling progress on energy 
efficiency, substantially increasing the share of renewable energy, and enhance international cooperation to facilitate 
access to clean and renewable energy by 2030. 

Objectives of the report: 
• Inform international community on progress toward SDG7 goals
• Provide data evidence for informed decision making
• Identify priorities for increased action

The 2020 release is the sixth edition of this report, which was formerly known as the Global Tracking Framework (GTF).

The development of the Report is the result of the collaboration between the five SDG 7 custodian agencies: 
• International Energy Agency (IEA)
• International Renewable Energy Agency (IRENA)
• United Nations Statistics Division (UNSD)
• World Bank (WB) 
• World Health Organization (WHO)

Report and data available: https://trackingsdg7.esmap.org/

https://trackingsdg7.esmap.org/


ACCESS TO 
ELECTRICITY



Progress towards universal electricity access has gained significant 
momentum in the past decade

Source: World Bank, IEA
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Closing the access gap, particularly in Sub-Saharan Africa, is increasingly 
challenging and requires strong commitments and integrated approaches

Source: World Bank

70%
live in Sub-Saharan Africa

85%
live in rural areas

1/2 
live in low-income 

countries

•

1/3
live in fragile and 

conflict-affected settings
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ACCESS TO 
CLEAN FUELS AND 
TECHNOLOGIES
FOR COOKING



Access to clean fuels and technologies for cooking over time

Source: WHO Household energy database
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Urban and rural divide
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Source: WHO Household energy database



Regional highlights
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Source: WHO Household energy database



RENEWABLE 
ENERGY



Despite impressive growth in renewable energy since 2010, progress is still short of SDG 
target 7.2 to substantially increase the share of renewables in TFEC

•

•

Source: IEA, UNSD
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The highest share of renewables can be found in the electricity sector, with renewable 
energy in heat and transport sectors continuing to lag behind potential 

Source: IEA, UNSD

• Renewable energy in the electricity sector saw a growth of 5.8% year-on-year, slightly lower than the record level in 
2016. Renewables in the heat and transport sectors grew 1.1% and 2.3% respectively.



Accelerating the uptake of renewable energy requires holistic policy frameworks and 
increased international cooperation and financing 

•

but largely bypassed LDCs. 
• Increased efforts are needed to ensure that no one is left behind.

12%
of public financial flows 
reached LDCs in 2017

Source: IRENA and OECD



ENERGY 
EFFICIENCY



Progress on improving global energy intensity is still short of the SDG target 7.3 to 
double energy efficiency

Source: IEA, UNSD, and World Bank; IEA 2020 
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Intensity improvements have been variable across regions and countries

Source: IEA, UNSD, and World Bank
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OUTLOOK



Reaching SDG 7 requires a much higher push for access to electricity and cooking; 
renewables and efficiency are far from their potential



DATA



Comprehensive and accurate data are a prerequisite for making evidence-based 
decisions, monitoring trends, and tracking progress toward policy goals
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